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The  Epiftle 

DEDICATORY 

TO  THE 

BOOK-SELLERS 

OF 

LONDON. 


Gentlemen, 

T T hath  been  one  of  the  greatef.  Errors  in 
1 mod  Authors  to  think  by  their  high  De- 
dications to  advance  their  Books , when  as  on 
the  contrary,  I have  known  fome  of  the  bet- 
ter fort  of  Books  (though  Dedicated  to  W or- 
fhipful.  Honorable,  Illuftnous,  and  Reve- 
rend Patrons ; nay  and  fometirnes  to  Majef- 
ty  it  felf)  infiead  of  being  preferred  in  Book- 
fellers  flops  (and  according  to  their  merit 
bound  in  Turkyor  Murrey  Leather  gilt,  and 
richly  adorned ) only  to  be  found  in  loofe 
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Jlieets  at  Cooks  and  Tobacco-fhops , difpofed 
under  greafie  Pies , to  t top  Mu/lard  pots , and 
to  wrap  zip  Mundungoes  Tobacco , or  at  beji 
(after  more  coji  than  was  intended  by  the 
Author  in  dama/king  and  figuring  it)  ujed 
in  Truncks  and  Hat-cafes:  and  alt  this  hath 
happened  becaufe  there  was  not  a fit  choice  of 
a power  full  Book-feller , which  out  of  profit 
and  inter efi  might  prefer  and  advance  the 
fame. 

How  that  I might  not  run  into  the  fame 
Error , and  have  the  like  misfortune,  being 
very  well  acquainted  how  much  prejudice  or 
profit  I may  receive  in  your  flifiing  and 
flighting,  or  preferring  and  advancing  this 
Piece,  and  I ( being  defir ous  that  it  fhould  fell, 
for  to  that  end  in  part  was  it  written  and 
Printed)  therefore  make  choice  of  you  for  my 
Patrons  and  Protectors. 

Gentlemen,  I hope  what  hath  been  parti- 
cularly written  in  this  Book  of  your  Trade, 
will  not  be  ojfenfive  to  you  in  general,  neither 
that  any  particular  P erf  on  will  be  of  ended, 
unlefs  fuck  as  are guilty  ; and  for  their  fakes 
it  was  written,  that  they  may  fee  their  vici- 
ous . enormities,  and  amend  them. 

Though  all  thefe  mif demeanors  are  char- 
ged upon  the  f core  of  one  man,  as  being  aided 
y one ; yet  i le  affure  you  I know  not  any  one 
perfon  guilty  of  all,  though  it  is  poffible  that 
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they  are  all  true , or  elfe  our  Extravagant 
(who  recounts  his  J lory ) fives  mifmformati- 
07i : and  I for  my  own  part  have  fo  much 
Charity  to  believe , that  there  are  feveral  of 
your  Trade  honeft-men,  and  not  at  all  guilty 
of  any  thing  here  Charged  on  our  Extrava- 
gants  M after : To  thofe  / fuppofe,  I rather 
do  a kindnefs  than  a prejudice  in  unfolding 
the  Myflerious  Knaveries  of  the  Trade , and 
in  requital  I hope  they  will  be  my  Protestors , 
in  preferring  this  Piece , not  only  to  their  Cuf' 
tomers  in  London,  but  to  their  Chapmen  in 
the  Countrey , and  thereby  fave  me  the  trou 
bleofit : And  as  for  thofe  who  being  con- 
fcious  of  their  own  guilt , are  offended  with 
what  is  here  written , and  out  of  revenge  will 
refufe  to  proteTt  or  fell  this  Piece , 1 am  well 
enough  fatisfied,and  by  their  ref  ufal  or  flight- 
ing, both  I and  the  Book-buyer  fhall  by  their 
anger  conclude  their  guilt. 

And  Gentlemen,  it  is  very  well  known  to 
you,  that  the  firft  part  of  this  book  hath  ( not - 
withftanding  many  oppofitions ) done  its  bu- 
ftnefs , being  generally  liked  and  approved  of; 
and  I am  told  (by  the  ingenious ) that  this 
will  not  come  fhort  of  the  former  in  pleafure, 
and  exceed  it  in  profit:  and  therefore  I doubt 
not  of  the  fate,  and  I hope  it  will  be  fot  far 
from  ftaining  youv  Reputations , that  on  the 
contrary , you  may  reap  credit ; betides,  as  you 
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may  gain  credit,  fo  you  will  have  profit  by  the 
fale , and  that  I know  will  be  a very  %r eat  in- 
ducement to  you. 

For  both  which  caujes  I hope  you  will  not 
refufe  me  your  afififiance , which  I know  may 
be  powerful;  and  I fiiall  for  the  future  dif- 
courfie your  civilities,  and  at  prefent  fubfcribe 
myfelf 

Your  friend  and  Servant, 

Fra.  Kirkman. 


The  Preface  to  the  Reader . 


GENTLEMEN, 

THE  Firft  Part  of  this  Book  being  fo  gene- 
rally well  received,  I was  induced  to  pro 
cure  it  to  be  profecuted  in  a fecond ; and  to 
that  end  I often  folicited  the  Author  to  proceed 
according  to  his  promife  ; but  he  was  deterred 
for  feveral  reafons,  the  mod  prevalent  whereof  he 
told  me  was  this,  That  he  had  reaped  a great  deal 
of  ignominy  by  writing  of  that ; for  many  people 
were  fo  ignorant,  as  to  believe  that  it  was  a true 
and  exad  account  of  the  Authors  life  ; efpecial  y 
after  they  had  upon  acquaintance  or  inquiry 
found  that  he  was  indeed  guilty  of  fome  petty 
waggeries  which  are  therein  recited ; and  there- 
fore concluding  him  guilty  of  the  whole,  lookt 
on  him  as  a dangerous  perfon,  and  fhunned  and 
avoided  his  company,  left  they  fhould  be  da- 
maged thereby,  or  at  leaftwife  fcandalized ; 
others  gazing  on  him  at  a diftance  with  the  eyes 
of  wonder. 

Now  let  me  tell  you  that  though  I was 
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wholly  a ftranger  to  the  Author,  when  he  writ 
that  Book,  yet  I have  been  fince  fo  well  ac- 
quainted with  him,  that  I can  diredtly  clear  himi 
from  the  guilt  of  moft  of  thofe  enormities  con- 
tained therein.  For  in  the  firft  place,  it  is  fuf- 
ficiently  known  to  me,  and  many  perfons  more, 
that  he  was  never  upon  the  Padd  : for  I am 
confident  he  was  never  guilty  of  fo  bafe  a valour, 
as  either  to  Rob  a houfe,  or  bid  a man  ftand  on 
the  Road.  Next  as  to  the  Cheats,  efpecially 
thofe  in  Gaming ; though  he  profelTes  fo  much 
knowledge  therein,  in  his  Book ; yet  I am  fure 
of  this,  (let  him  be  never  fo  well  acquainted  in 
the  Theory)  that  he  is  ignorant  in  the  practical 
part  thereof,  having  been  the  cheated,  not  the 
Cheater,  of  a good  round  fum  of  mony,  which 
he  loft  at  Dice  in  my  prefence,  and  to  my  pre- 
judice; and  I believe,  that  although  (what  he 
did  write  in  the  firft  part  of  the  Book,  Chapter 
25.  about  his  lofs  at  Dice;)  that  might  be  in 

jeft,  yet  now  he  might  fay  in  earned:.  The 
Lines  are  thefe, 

/ thought  my  felf fecure,  for  1 could  top , 

By  which  I’ve  forc'd  fome  Citt’s  to  leave 
their  fhop. 

I palm  d,  and  put  the  change  upon  them  too , 

I only  fludied  how  I might  undo. 
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But  now  I'm  met  with , ’ tis  but  juft  / fee,  (be. 

That  he  which  others  cheats  Jhould  cheated 

He  being  clear  of  thefe  two  crimes,  Thieving 
and  Cheating  (which  are  the  moft  Capital,)  I 
know  not  why  he  fhould  be  avoided  for  any 
other,  though  we  fuppofe  him  guilty  of  many 
female  frauds,  his  inclination  leading  him  to  be 
a lover  (though  Mercurial  and  unconftant)  of 
the  Female  fex  ; with  whom  I fuppofe  he  may 
have  a&ed  fome  of  the  adventures  by  him  re- 
cited, and  thofe  paflages,  with  what  others  he 
thought  or  heard  of : and  whereof  many  perfons 
in  this  our  age  are  guilty,  he  having  methodiz’d, 
is  the  main  part  of  his  Book ; and  the  intent  of 
his  writing,  it  was  to  fhew  the  deformity  of  vice, 
that  every  one  might  Ihun  it.  The  two  lines 
which  he  placed  on  the  Title  page  of  many  of 
his  Books,  fufficiently  demonftrating  the  Authors 
intent.  The  words  are  thefe. 

Read,  but  dorit  practice:  Jince  the  Author  finds 
They  which  live  hoyiefi,  have  mofi  quiet  minds. 

Thus,  although  the  intent  of  his  writing  was 
good,  and  the  effects  proved  anfwerable  in  the 
{ale  of  the  Book,  yet  could  I not  procure  him 
to  proceed,  though  I offered  him  my  alfiftance, 
in  acquainting  him  with  my  experience ; but  all 
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would  not  do : Wherefore  I applyed  my  felf  to 
another,  a brother  of  the  fame  trade ; a profef- 
fed  Author,  and  one  who  hath  been  happy 
enough  in  the  fale  of  many  of  his  writings  ; 
him  I courted  into  a complyance  with  my  defire, 
and  perfwaded  to  begin  to  write  fomewhat  to 
the  purpofe  ; I propofing  only  to  him  to  give 
an  account  of  the  knavery  of  many  trades  and 
profeflions.  I gave  him  my  bed;  inftrudtions, 
and  laid  my  ground-work  well  enough,  as  I hoped 
to  have  him  proceed : But  fo  foon  as  he  knew 
my  intention  of  making  his  writing  a part  of  (by 
joymng  it  to)  The  Rogue , with  fome  anger  he 
left  it,  and  refufed  to  proceed. 

He  having  thus  laid  down  the  Cudgels,  I then 
took  them  up  my  felf,  and  thofe  loofe  fcribled 
papers  which  I had  written  for  his  inftru&ion  to 
proceed  upon,  I viewed  over,  and  after  fome 
fmall  correction  they  ferve  for  the  greatefl:  part 
of  this  Treatife. 

In  what  I have  written;  I begin  firft  with 
my  felf  (as  we  all  ought  to  do  when  we  intend 
to  amend,)  and  give  an  account  of  the  greatefl; 
Knaveries  which  I know,  or  can  at  prelent  call 
to  mind,  there  are  or  have  been  committed  in 
two  trades ; the  one  a Scrivener,  in  which  I was 
bred,  and  the  other  a Book-feller,  in  which  I 
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have  been  now  above  twelve  years,  on  and  off, 
a profeffed  Pra&itioner.  When  I was  a child  I 
was  intended  to  be  a Church-man  in  profeflion, 
as  well  as  name ; but  the  time  proving  unhappy, 
and  no  encouragement  for  that  profeflion,  and 
my  Father  aiming  at  fome  imployment  that 
might  be  profitable,  and  knowing  the  trade  of  a 
Scrivener  to  be  fo,  was  for  that  caufe  enduced  to 
place  me  with  a Mafter  of  that  quality,  (though 
my  inclination  led  me  rather  to  the  Book-felling 
Employ.)  Being  thus  placed  out,  I not  only  en- 
deavoured to  learn  my  calling ; but  alfo  at  all 
fpare  times  plyed  my  Book  ; and  though  I had 
a very  great  employment  under  my  Mafter,  yet 
I made  a fhift  not  only  to  read  much,  and  learn 
the  French  and  other  Languages,  but  to  write 
fomewhat  for  the  Prefs.  And  now  I am  fpeak- 
ing  of  my  Mafter  (in  regard  in  part  of  this 
Book,  I give  an  account  of  the  Knaveries  of  the 
Scriveners  trade)  it  will  be  convenient  to  fay 
fomewhat  to  clear  him  from  any  gnilt  therein, 
or  elfe  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  I mean  him  : 
But  they  that  think  fo  are  much  miftaken,  for 
he  then  was,  and  ftill  is  a folid,  honeft,  fober 
Citizen ; and  not  in  the  leaft  as  I know  of,  guilty 
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of  any  mifdemeanour  in  his  practice  : and  it  was 
my  folly,  and  not  his  fault  to  leave  him : for 
after  about  five  years  fervice  with  him,  I went 
to  another,  and  from  thence  forward  it  was  that 
I gained  the  firft  experience  of  the  Knavery  of 
that  profeflion ; and  fince  then,  not  only  by 
keeping  company  with  fome  of  them,  but  alfo 
by  my  own  experience  and  pradtice,  (though  not 
as  the  Cheater,  but  Cheated ,)  I can  truly  write  a 
Probation  eft  to  what  I have  written  of  that 
Profefiion,  and  if  occafion  were,  give  a Clavis  or 
Key,  to  difcover  mod,  if  not  all  of  thofe  feveral 
pieces  of  Knavery  I have  here  difcourfed  of : And 
thus  much  for  the  Scrivener. 

And  as  for  the  Book-fellers  trade,  my  inclina- 
nation  leading  me  to  it  very  much,  I did  about 
twelve  years  ago  publickly  profefs  it,  in  keeping 
a Shop,  wherein  I ufed  as  well  the  Bookfelling, 
as  the  Scriveners  quality  ; but  having  knaves  to 
deal  with,  of  whom  I bought  fome  part  of  my 
ware,  I foon  left  off  the  Bookfelling  trade,  only 
keeping  to  the  other ; in  which  I fufficiently 
profited  my  felf ; And  I defie  all  the  world  to 
charge  me  with  any  Knavery  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  my  pradtice  ; which  during  the  time  of  great 


The  Preface  to  the  Reader. 

buildings  at  the  Eaft  part  of  London , (where  I 
dwelt)  I gained  much  ; but  that  ceafing,  and  the 
tide  of  employment  ebbing  at  the  Eaft  part,  I 
thought  it  would  be  convenient  to  remove  Weft- 
ward,  efpecially,  his  Majefty  being  then  happily 
and  glorioufly  returned,  and  fixed  at  that  end  of 
the  Town.  And  therefore  taking  a houfe  and 
jfhop,  that  I might  have  two  firings  to  my  Bow, 

I again  profeffed  both  Trades,  of  a Scrivener  and 
Bookfeller.  I now  thought  my  felf  wife  enough 
to  deal  with  the  Bookfellers ; but  I foon  found 
my  felf  deceived,  to  my  coft,  for  I was  drawn  in 
by  fome  of  that  profeflion  to  be  concern’d  in 
printing  of  Play-books  ; in  which,  I having  skill, 
and  much  affe&ion  to  the  matter,  willingly  en- 
gaged. I,  for  my  part,  only  printed  three,  which 
were  my  own  proper  Copies  ; and  they,  (though 
I difluaded  them  there-from)  made  choice  of  the 
beft  Playes  then  extant ; though  the  Copies  were 
other  mens,  I thought  this  criminal,  but  they 
made  a tufh  at  it. 

The  owner  of  the  Copies  hearing  of  this 
wrong  done  to  them,  gained  a Warrant  to  feize 
them : My  Partners  fecured  theirs,  and  one  of 
them  had  fo  much  cunning  Knavery  as  to  come 
to  me,  and  fell  me  his  fliare,  and  within  a day  or 
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two  after  delivery,  directed  the  Officers  (who 
had  warrant  to  feize)  to  my  houfe,  where  they 
at  once  took  from  me  1400  Play-books;  the 
value  whereof  is  eafily  computed  to  be  confider- 
able. 

This  happening  in  time  of  much  bufmefs  (for 
my  Mother  was  then  lately  dead,  and  my  Father 
dying)  I could  not  look  after  the  recovery  of  my 
books,  which  I heard  were  divided,  and  I never 
to  this  day  had  fatisfadtion  of  one  or  other.  My 
Father  foon  after  dying,  and  leaving  me  a plen- 
tiful! eftate,  I refolved  to  quit  all  Trading  in  ge- 
neral, retire  into  the  Country,  and  lead  a Con- 
templative life;  (for  indeed  I never  had  a love 
for  any  Trade,  hating  the  bufinefs  in  general, 
and  only  ufed  them  for  a livelyhood).  I 
having  thus  given  out,  had  feveral  offers  from 
Book-fellers  to  buy  my  books  (which  were  of  a 
confiderable  value,  being  valued  at  fome  hun- 
dreds of  pounds  ;)  He  who  had  fo  lately  Cheated 
me,  did  amongft  others  defire  to  have  them,  and 
did  ingenioufly  confefs  the  trick  he  had  lately 
put  upon  me : and  this  his  ingenious  confeffion 
he  made  as  an  argument  for  me  to  truft  him 
with  the  reft  of  my  Books : Though  I ftiould 
have  made  this  ufe  of  his  confeffion,  not  to  deal 
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with  him  further,  yet  he  promifing  all  honefty 
for  the  future,  I again  agreed  to  truft  him  with 
my  whole  Stock,  and  thereby  did  I agree  to 
cheat  my  felf ; for  though  it  was  his  fault  to 
cheat  me  the  firft  time,  yet  now  it  was  only 
mine,  to  let  him  do  it  after  fo  fair  a knowledge 
as  he  did ; for  though  he  lived  fome  years  after 
that,  yet  I could  never  get  any  confiderable  re- 
turns for  my  Stock  of  Books,  and  he  in  the  late 
great  Contagion  dying,  was  confiderably  indebted 
to  me,  and  1 hoping  to  get  what  he  owed  me, 
ventured  to  poftefs  my  felf  of  his  Eftate,  and 
pay  feveral  Debts  which  he  owed  to  others: 
but  they  proved  fo  many,  and  his  Eftate  fo 
fmall,  that  I was  worfe  than  I was  before ; and 
this  gave  me  fo  fenftble  a fqueeze  that  I yet  am 
fenfible  of. 

And  this  is  the  only  occafion  that  hath  again 
made  me  engage  my  felf  in  the  Book-felling 
employment : which  although  I have  now  ufed 
above  twelve  years,  and  in  that  time  laid  out 
feveral  hundreds  of  pounds  in  Printing,  yet  I was 
never  engaged  in  printing  any  Book  that  was 
another  mans  Propriety,  except  when  I was  drawn 
in  by  the  three  Bookfellers,  and  as  I have  already 
told  you,  and  which  was  fo  much  to  my  lofs : 
And  as  for  my  Trading  in  the  Scriveners  em- 
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ployment,  where  it  is  ufual  for  moft  of  that 
Trade  to  keep  the  beft  bargains  of  Lands  and 
Houfes  for  themfelves,  and  put  off  the  worft  to 
their  Customers,  I have  not  done  fo,  but  it  hath 
been  my  unhappinefs  to  have  the  worft  bargains 
of  houfes  of  any,  which  I ftill  keep  : and  though 
they  did  coft  me  many  hundreds  of  pounds,  yet 
they  are  rather  a trouble,  than  any  addition  to  the 
reft  of  my  eftate.  And  if  [ was  ever  guilty  of 
dealing  hardly  with,  or  griping  any  of  my  Cli- 
ents when  I was  a publick  practitioner,  (as  I can- 
not remember  any  fuch  aCtion,)  I am  fure  I have 
been  (fince  I left  the  publick  Profeffion  of  a 
Scrivener)  worfe  ferved  by  fome  of  that  quality, 
with  whom  I have  had  fome  particular  dealing. 

I have  given  you  this  account  of  my  tranfac- 
tions,  to  acquaint  you  how  Roguifhly  I have  been 
dealt  with,  and  that  I am  (and  muft  needs  be, 
out  of  all  thefe  experiences)  able  to  give  you  a 
con fider able  account  of  the  greateft  Knaveries 
and  Cheats  of  thefe  two  Trades.  And  what  hath 
coft  me  fo  dear,  t here  (for  publick  good)  prefent 
to  you  for  a fmall  price;  for  Tie  afture  you,  I 
have  oftentimes  had  a Fee  given  me  for  my 
Advice  in  one  of  thefe  many  Cafes  were  opened 
by  the  Scrivener,  and  that  part  of  this  Book  (if 
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well  confidered  and  underftood)  may  and  will  be 
of  very  great  ufe  and  confequence  to  any  perfon 
who  hath  any  converfe  in  the  world.  Befides 
the  Knaveries  and  Cheats  of  thefe  two  Trades, 
you  have  thofe  of  feveral  others,  as  a Barber- 
chyrurgeon , a T offer , a Cook,  a Lock-fnith,  Tay- 
lor, Baker,  Blaifterer , Drug/ter , and  many  others  ; 
and  in  pourtraying  of  them  I have  not  affecfted 
words  but  matter,  I have  written  as  I would  have 
fpoken,  and  as  much  in  little  as  poffibly  I could. 
Here  is  that  which  (I  hope)  will  pleafe  all  hu- 
mours, both  the  frollick  and  the  ferious,  nay 
fome  of  the  factious  too  will  buy  this  Part  as  well 
as  the  firft;  and  to  make  that  out,  I’le  tell  you  a 
late,  but  true  ftory. 

The  Author  of  the  firft  Part  being  with  a 
Friend  at  an  Ale-houfe,  drinking  at  a publick  fire 
(there  being  alfo  at  the  fame  fire  two  Crop-eai  d 
fellows)  he  accidentally  was  talking  about  the 
Book,  and  relating  to  his  Friend  the  trouble  he 
under-went  at  the  firft  publifhing  thereof,  by  rea- 
fon  it  was  not  then  licenfed.  Yes,  faid  his  Friend, 
I remember  that  fome  of  the  Clergy  were  very 
much  offended,  and  you  as  well  as  the  Printei  s, 
were  like  to  have  fuffered  Imprifonment.  Why, 
what  was  the  matter;  faid  one  of  thefe  fellows, 
what  were  the  Biftiops  troubled  at  it?  Yes,  faid 
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the  Author,  I was  forced  to  abfent  my  felf  for 
fonie  dayes,  till  the  heat  of  the  matter  was  over : 
having  faid  thus,  he  left  the  room  at  prefen t,  and 
the  two  men  taking  the  opportunity  of  his  ab- 
fence,  enquired  of  his  Friend  what  he  was,  and 
what  was  the  reafon  of  the  Bilhops  anger?  To 
this  his  Friend  replyed,  that  the  Author  was  a 
very  honeft  man,  (which  they  in  their  terms  in- 
terpiet  Ranatick ) and  that  all  the  reafon  of  the 
trouble  was,  becaufe  it  was  not  Licenfed.  Well, 
faid  one  of  them,  can  he  help  me  to  fome  of  them  ? 
Yes,  faid  his  Friend:  and  by  this  time  the  Au- 
thor being  returned,  he  was  acquainted  by  his 
Friend  with  the  requeft  of  the  two  ftrangers,  and 
they  likewife  again  defiring  of  it,  he  furnilhed 
them  at  prefent  with  a dozen,  for  which  he  had 
a greater  price  than  ufual,  and  then  they  defired 
to  have  more  to  give  to  their  friends,  thinking  to 
have  found  fome  Fanatick  Dodtrine:  fo  eager 
are  thefe  fort  of  people  to  buy  any  thing  that  is 
unlicenfed,  following  the  Proverb,  that  Jtolen  meat 
is  Jweetefl'.  But  I believe  they  were  not  very  well 
pleafed  when  they,  or  their  Fanatick  brethren  (to 
whom  they  preferred  them)  had  perufed  them  : 
but  it  is  podible  that  (though  they  were  miftaken 
in  the  main)  yet  they  might  be  well  enough 
pleafed  in  the  private  reading,  and  that  as  in  a 
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Looking-glafs  they  might  fee  fome  of  thofe  crimes 
lively  reprefented,  whereof  they  had  been  guilty. 

Thus  I fay  this  Book  hath  been  bought  up  by 
all  forts  of  people,  and  I my  felf  at  the  firft  pub- 
lifhing  the  firft  Part,  prefented  one  of  them  to  an 
Acquaintance  of  mine,  who  (I  believe)  had  been 
knavifh  enough,  and  a Preacher  of  feveral  per- 
fvvafions,  he  read  it  over,  and  at  my  next  fight 
of  him  I asked  him  his  opinion  of  it?  Truly,  faid 
he,  there  are  many  various  Cheats  and  Rogue- 
ries, but  if  the  Author  had  my  experience  and 
practice,  he  might  write  a Book  ten  times  bigger, 
and  more  full  of  brave  Cheats,  and  confiderable 
Rogueries,  things  worth  attempting,  whereas 
thefe  are  but  foolifh  and  idle,  and  for  the  moft 
part  unprofitable.  I who  was  partly  acquainted 
with  many  paftages  of  his  life,  knew  he  fpake 
true  then,  and  have  here  in  this  fecond  Part  had 
a touch  at  him,  but  far  fhort  of  what  I know  of 
him,  it  not  being  convenient  to  tell  truth  at  all 
times.  I have  likewife  met  with  feveral  other 
adventurers  and  tranfadtions  in  the  world,  where 
I (through  the  franknefs  and  eafinefs  of  my  na- 
ture) have  ftill  come  off  the  abufed  party  ; part 
of  which  I have  here  fprinkled  up  and  down,  and 
the  reft  I referve  till  more  time  and  conveniency 
to  publifh  among  other  things  in  a third  Part. 
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And  this  Book  though  (by  reafon  of  the  extra- 
ordinarinefs  of  fome  paftages)  it  may  feem  a Ro- 
mance, yet  I le  allure  ye  there  is  nothing  but  the 
truth,  naked  as  fhe  ought  to  be,  in  plain  colours  ; 
foi  like  the  firft  Draught  of  a Painter,  I have 
only  laid  on  the  dead  colours  without  any  flou- 
nfhes,  varnifhes,  or  adornments  ; and  though  that 
be  the  firft,  yet  it  is  commonly  the  greateft  piece 
of  Art,  and  feldom  mended  or  altered,  but  fpoiled : 
and  fo  in  my  writing  of  this,  I have  not  varied 
in  any  thing  from  my  firft  thoughts,  which  have 
been  fwift  and  full  of  matter,  and  therefore  need 
not  in  fo  plain  a cafe  any  embellifhments,  fo  that 
here  you  fhall  hardly  meet  with  a piece  of  Poe- 
try, and  that  which  is,  is  juft  to  the  matter,  not 
forted  or  drained,  but  natural  and  free;  neither 
have  I borrowed  any  Sentences  out  of  any  Au- 
tnors,  to  embelhfh  and  add  luftre  to  my  writing: 
what  I have  done,  (and  that  is  but  little)  I will 
tell  you  of. 

And  now  I have  told  you  in  general  what 
you  are  to  expert,  I will  likewife  give  you 
a fhort  account  of  my  particular  method,  and  fo 
conclude.  Firft,  the  Author  of  the  firft  Part 
having  left  his  Rogue  a married  man,  and  an  In- 
habitant in  the  Ecfi-lndies , I was  obliged  to  lay 
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my  Scene  there,  and  go  thither  to  find  him,  where 
I give  an  account  not  only  of  his  manner  of  liv- 
ing, and  how  he  fpent  his  time  there,  but  alfo  of 
the  Government,  Manners,  and  Cuftoms,  both 
Ecclefiaftical  andCivil  of  theCountrey ; and  I have 
fpent  one  whole  long  Chapter  in  acquainting  you 
with  their  Religion,  which  though  it  may  feem 
ftrange  and  extravagant,  yet  it  is  no  more  than 
the  truth,  as  I can  prove  from  good  Authors  from 
whence  I had  it.  I likewife  caufe  our  Rogue  to 
fum  up  his  fore-pafled  life,  with  fome  fmall  re- 
flexions, and  I bring  into  his  company  four  male, 
and  two  female  Companions,  as  good  Boys  and 
Girls  as  ever  twang’d.  They  coming  from  Rug- 
land  only  on  a Ramble,  are  thought  very  fit 
Companions,  and  the  lives  of  thefe  travellers  are 
related  to  our  Rogue  by  one  of  the  Company. 
This  relation  is  full  of  variety,  and  though  long, 
yet  (I  hope)  will  not  be  thought  tedious  nor  im- 
proper : for  the  length  I muft  crave  pardon,  for 
I could  not  well  avoid  it,  and  I was  forced 
(though  improperly  enough)  to  make  breaks  to 
divide  it  into  Chapters. 

I have  not  only  taken  pains  in  defcnbing  the 
Laws,  Manners,  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Natives 
with  my  Pen,  but  for  your  greater  pleafure  and 
fatisfaXion,  the  Graver  hath  been  at  work  to 
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prefent  you  the  Figure  of  them,  the  moft  lively  I 
could  contrive  in  fo  narrow  a compafs.  You 
have  likewife  another  Figure  of  all  our  Lads 
and  Lafles  together  in  one  of  their  Tavern  Fro- 
licks. 

I have  had  fo  much  work  to  do  in  bringing 
thefe  Companions  to  our  Rogue  in  the  Indiesy 
and  relating  what  they  are  (in  which  I have 
fpent  much  oyl  and  labour)  that  I cannot  this 
bout,  bring  him  over  to  England  as  is  expedited; 
but  FJe  allure  you  (if  you  accept  this,  as  I ques- 
tion not)  that  I Shall  hereafter  attend  him  through 
other  Countries,  and  with  a great  Train  of  At- 
tendants or  Companions  bring  him  again  to  his 
native  Countrey  of  Ireland , and  fo  to  England , 
where  he  and  his  Company  may  do  fuch  adts  as 
fhall  raife  wonder  in  the  Readers.  But  let  this 
fuffice  at  prefent. 

And  now  I have  almoft  done  with  the  Pre- 
face, which  though  it  be  long,  yet  I like  it  better 
to  have  it  fo,  than  to  fill  up  a Sheet  or  two  of 
Paper  with  Commendatory  Verjes,  which  fome 
Authors  covet,  and  are  very  proud  of,  and  ra- 
ther than  go  without,  will  write  themfelves: 
1 his  I could  have  done  or  procured,  but  efteem- 
ing  all  that  can  be  written  in  that  nature  to  be 
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nothing,  unlefs  the  reader  approves  the  Book, 
who  is  now  To  wife  as  not  to  truft  to  another 
mans  judgment,  I therefore  declined  that,  and  I 
hope  when  the  Preface  is  read  over,  it  will  not  be 
thought  wholly  impertinent ; for  I have  therein 
laid  down  fome  reafons  for  this  my  manner  of  writ- 
ing. But  fome  ignorant  Readers  commonly  skip 
over  the  Preface,  running  greedily  to  the  matter, 
and  fo  they  will  ufe  me ; and  having  read  the 
Book  will  fay,  that  I had  better  have  fpared  my 
felf  the  trouble  and  coft,  for  here  is  nothing  but 
what  they  already  are  acquainted  with.  To  you 
who  are  fo  knowing  and  well  experienced,  I an- 
fwer  you  with  this  Requeft,  That  you  will  do 
as  much  for  publick  good,  as  I have  intended  by 
writing  this  (and  I hope  done)  and  in  order  there- 
unto write  and  publilh  your  Experiences,  and  I 
promife  you  Pie  be  a Cuftomer  for  one  of  them, 
and  encourage  others  to  be  fo ; and  though  it 
may  not  be  fo  well  as  what  I have  written,  (that 
is,  fo  full  of  profitable  Experiences)  yet  it  will  be 
a hard  cafe  if  there  be  not  fomewhat  worth  the 
knowing : If  my  judgment  tells  me  that  it  is 
better,  I’le  acknowledge  it,  and  I and  the  other 
Readers  fhall  be  the  more  obliged  to  you  for 
your  pains ; and  I had  rather  gain  experience  and 
knowledge  thus  by  reading  then  dealing  with 
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fome  of  you,  and  be  out-witted  and  fnapt. 
Though  it  is  true,  that  that  wit  is  beft  that 
is  bought,  yet  I know  a man  may  pay  too 
dear  for  it,  (as  hitherto  I have  done)  and 
therefore,  and  to  the  end  that  other  men  may 
learn  by  my  harms  (as  the  Latine  Sentence  is, 
Felix  qnem  faciunt  aliena  pericula  cautuvi , 
He  is  happy  that  is  warn’d  by  other  mens  harms) 
I have  written  this  which  I am  fure  may  be  profit- 
able, and  I hope  not  in  the  leaft  hurtful.  Where- 
fore Reader,  I pray  put  on  Charity  for  thy 
Spe<5lacles,  and  read  on. 


Yours , F.  K. 
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ENGLISH  ROGUE 

Continued  in  the  Life  of 

MERITON  LA1R00N, 

And  other 

EXTRAVAGANT  S. 


Part  II. 


CHAP.  I. 

He  difcourfes  of  the  manner  of  Government , of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Eaft-Indies  ; afmalL  Voyage 
by  Sea,  where  he  is  in  danger  by  a Temp  eft,  and 
a Malabar  Man  of  War,  but  ef capes  both ; he 
' makes  fome  rambles  into  the  Cotintry,  and  return- 
ing home  has  fome  reflections  on  his  fore  pajfcd 
life. 

I Was nowarrivedat theMeridianofmyage.and 
enjoyed  fuch’a  plenty  of  every  thing,  that  I foon 
forgot  the  many  miferies  I had  latelyfuffered, 
fincemybanifhmentfrom England.  I govern- 
ed my  Family  with  a moft  abfolute  command,  and 
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received  a willing  obedience  as  well  from  my  Wife, 
as  all  ou  r Servants,  and  du  ring  the  ftay  of  onrEngli/fi 
Ships,  I gained  very  much  by  entertaining  my  Coun- 
try-men with  neceffaries.  I kept  fo  punctual  a 
correfpondence  with  theBanian  Merchants,  that  I 
could  command  any  thing  ; and  by  their  means 
found  the  way  of  Trading,  by  which  I confiderably 
enriched  my  felf ; fo  that  at  the  departure  of  the 
Englifh  Fleet,  I having  caft  up  an  account  of  my 
Eftate,  found  that  I had  gained  above  2000  Ru- 
pees, (which  being  the  Country  money,  and  worth 
about  2;.a  piece,  amounted  to  200  l.)  alfo  I had 
a good  parcel  of  Diamonds,  befides  thofe  I had 
cheated  the  Banian  of  at  my  firft  arrival ; feveral 
other  Commodities  I had  by  me,  which  (with  my 
Houfhold-ftuff  which  was  considerable)  did  in  all 
amount  to  a great  value.  The  Fleet  being  de- 
parted, the  chief  of  our  Trading  ceafed,  and  now 
it  was  vacation  time,  and  I (hating  idlenefs,  and 
fomewhat  weary  of  my  Wives  company)  being 
defirous  of  Novelty,  fet  out  to  view  the  Country: 
to  which  end  taking  money  with  me,  and  all  other 
neceffaries,  I hired  an  Indian  Coach,  which  is  a 
kind  of  a Chariot  with  two  wheels,  and  will  hold 
about  four  perfons  ; this  Coach  was  drawn  with 
two  Oxen,  who  will  travel  about  thirty  miles  a 
day : my  charge  was  not  much,  for  about  eighteen- 
pence  a day  paid  my  Coach-man,  and  kept  his 
Cattel.  Thus  did  I ramble  about  the  Country, 
vifiting  other  of  my  acquaintance,  where  I had  a 
full  enjoyment  of  everything  the  Country  afford- 
ed : for  we  had  not  only  the  Country  drink  called 
Toddee,  which  is  made  of  the  juyce  of  feveral 
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Trees,  and  Punch  which  is  made  of  Rack-lime, 
or  lime-water,  Sugar,  Spices,  and  fometimes  the 
addition  of  Amber-greefe,  but  we  likewife  drank 
great  quantities  of  Perjian  Wine,  which  is  much 
like  Claret,  and  brought  from  that  Country  in 
Bottles.  Thefe  were  our  drinks  whereof  we  drank 
plentifully,  and  oftentimes  to  excefs  ; our  meat 
was  chiefly  Rice,  with  Beans,  and  Turkeys,  Beef 
and  Mutton,  and  fometimes  Veal  and  Lamb  ; 
this  was  my  ordinary  diet,  but  the  Banians  eat 
no  flefh,  accounting  it  criminal,  it  being  contrary 
to  their  Religion  to  kill  any  thing ; the  chiefeft 
exercife  we  had  was  playing  at  Nine-pins,  a game 
I was  well  acquainted  with  \n  England,  and  there- 
fore could  well  enough  deal  with  the  Natives, 
though  they  were  expert  therein.  Though  I 
pleafed  my  felf  in  thefe  things,  yet  there  was  ftill 
wanting  the  only  thing  which  had  alwayes  made 
my  life  pleafant  to  me,  and  that  was  the  company 
of  Women,  for  without  their  pleaflng  fociety  in  a 
full  enjoyment  I reckoned  I had  nothing,  and 
therefore  upon  every  turn  found  them  out ; but 
I muff  now  be  contented  with  the  Natives,  who 
although  they  are  not  fo  fair  as  the  women  of 
our  European  Countries,  yet  they  may  pafs  well 
enough,  for  their  complexions  are  commonly  of  a 
tawny  hiew,but  they  are  richly  adorned  with  Pearl 
and  other  Jewels  ; I fpeak  of  thofewhowereMer- 
cenary.  There  is  no  Town  but  had  two  or  three  of 
thefe  Brothel-houfes,  which  were  allowed  of ; nei- 
ther was  it  any  difgrace  to  be  feen  therein  ; the 
handfomeft  women  are  here  : the  Matron  of  the 
houfe  is  furnifhed  with  feveral,  who  fhe  purchafes 
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fometimes  of  their  own  Parents,  who  fell  them, 
not  accounting  it  an  injury  to  difpofe  them  to 
this  purpofe.  Thefe  old  Bawds  are  as  cunning 
as  thofe  of  our  Country,  for  they  will  fell  a Maiden- 
head two  or  three  times  over,  for  which  they  will 
fometimes  have  twenty  or  thirty  Rupees,  accord- 
ing to  the  goodnefs  of  the  Commodity,  and  good 
will  of  the  purchafer,  who  fhall  enjoy  his  bargain 
for  two  or  three  dayes  or  nights  together,  either 
at  their  lodgings,  or  at  home  at  their  own  houfes; 
neither  do  their  Wives  dare  to  contradifl  their 
Husbands  therein,  for  they  will  oftentimes  bring 
home  one  of  thefe  Laffes,  and  lodge  them  in  a 
Cot  in  the  fame  room  with  their  Wives,  and  lye 
with  them  as  often  as  they  pleafe,  and  when 
they  have  done  with  them  fend  them  home 
again. 

I tryed  feveral  of  thefe  BonaRoba's,  who  pleafed 
me  very  well,  for  what  they  wanted  in  beauty  they 
fupplyed  in  refpedland  willingnefs  to  comply  with 
and  pleafe  me  in  all  my  defires  ; and  though  many 
times  they  have  the  Pox,  by  reafon  of  theirheat  and 
aftivity,  yet  they  value  it  not,  for  they  are  fo  well 
acquainted  and  furnifhed  with  remedies,  that  they 
foon  cure  themfelves.and  the  menwhoaccompany 
them  : my  ramble  being  finifhed,  I returned  home, 
and  though  my  Wife  knew  I had  been  at  feveral  of 
thefe  Brothels , yet  I was  joyfully  received  and  wel- 
comed by  her.  We  keeping  a publick  houfe,  had 
all  forts  of  guefts,  and  now  being  at  leifure  I dif- 
courfed  with  feveral  of  the  Brammanes  who  are  their 
Priefts,  who  informed  me  not  only  of  the  Civil 
but  Ecclefiaftical  Government  of  the  Nation  : for 
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though  I fuppofed  them  Heathens,  yet  I found 
that  they  followed  a rule  in  their  livings  to  which 
they  ftri<5tly  tied  themfelves:  They  in  general 
gave  me  this  account,  that  they  are  governed  by 
a Kingly  Monarch,  who  is  called  the  Great  Mo- 
gul, he  is  abfolute  in  his  Dominions,  and  all  his 
fubje6ts  are  his  Haves;  all  the  Land  and  Houfes 
throughout  his  Dominions  are  his  own,  and  the 
Inhabitants  or  occupiers  are  only  his  Tenants, 
and  pay  a valuable  rent  for  what  they  enjoy, 
which  is  annually  colle£ted  by  Officers  to  that 
purpofe  appointed,  and  paid  into  his  Exchequer; 
this  he  beftows  at  his  own  pleafure,  or  fpends  in 
making  War  with  his  Enemies,  who  are  chiefly 
the  Tartars , and  fometimes  the  Perjicms ; they 
have  frequently  Civil  Wars  amongft  themfelves 
upon  the  death  of  their  Prince,  if  he  leaves  more 
Sons  than  one  behind  him;  for  he  who  laft  ruled, 
and  was  Father  of  this  prefent  Mogul,  made  his 
way  to  the  Empire  by  the  death  of  eleven  of  his 
Brethren,  he  himfelf  being  the  youngefl  when  he 
dyed,  which  is  not  long  fince;  three  of  his  fons 
furvived  him,  who  all  immediately  raffed  great 
Armies  either  to  gain  the  Empire,  or  lofe  their 
lives  in  general. 

The  two  youngefl:  having  affembled  all  their 
well-willers  and  friends,  with  confiderable  Armies 
approached  one  another,  a River  now  only  part- 
ing them. 

The  eldeft  of  the  two  difpatched  a Meffenger 
to  his  Brother,  to  tell  him  that  he  was  very  well 
fatisfied  in  his  taking  Armes,  and  fince  he  was 
in  fuch  readinefs,  if  he  pleafed  he  would  joyn 
forces  with  him,  and  affault  their  elder  Brother, 
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who  being  vanquifht  they  would  divide  the  Go- 
vernment. The  youngeft  Brother  willingly  affent- 
ing  to  thefe  propofitions,  came  over  to  him,  but 
no  fooner  was  he  in  his  power,  but  he  caufed 
both  his  eyes  to  be  put  out,  (thereby  difenabling 
him  from  the  Government)  and  foon  gaining  the 
Captains  of  his  Brothers  Army  to  his  party,  he 
joyned  Forces,  and  caufing  his  blind  Brother  to 
be  carried  with  him,  advanced  to  meet  and  op- 
pofe  his  elder  Brother ; in  fhort  time  they  met,  and 
fought  each  other  with  various  fuccefs,  but  in  fine 
he  conquered  his  Brother,  and  depriving  him  of 
life,  as  the  other  of  fight,  he  now  remains  foie 
Monarch  of  this  large  Empire. 

TheoldJA^/died  infinitely  rich,  forhelefteight 
Tancksoi  coyned  Money,  each  Tanck  efteemed  to 
hold  ten  millions  of  Rupees;  and  indeed  it  is  no 
great  marvel,  for  he  hath  fome  of  his  Subj  e6ts,  efpe- 
cially  the  Banian  Merchants,  that  are  very  rich, 
all  whofe  treafure  he  will  command  at  his  own 
will ; there  is  one  Banian  whofe  name  is  Vergore, 
who  was  the  chiefeft  Merchant  of  his  Tribe,  and 
hath  moft  of  the  Stocks  of  his  fellows  in  his 
hand;  to  him  the  Great  Mogul  fent  for  money,  to 
which  meffage  he  fent  this  anfwer,  That  he  would 
prefently  furnifh  his  Highnefs  with  a hundred 
Carts  loaden  with  ready  money.  The  Mogul 
hearing  this,  ordered  him  to  keep  it  till  he  fent 
again,  or  had  further  occafion.  The  Englijh  have 
great  priviledges,  for  they  pay  lefs  Duties  and 
Cuftomes  than  the  Natives,  for  the  Banian  Mer- 
chants will  fometimes  hire  an  Englijh  man  to  go 
to  Sea  with  them  in  their  Juncks,  which  are 
great  Barks,  not  to  do  any  fervice  in  the  voyage. 
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but  only  to  own  the  Goods,  that  they  may  fave 
feveral  Taxes  and  Duties  that  elfe  muft  be  paid, 
as  Anchorage  and  Moorage.  I one  time  was 
asked  by  a Banian  of  my  acquaintance,  whether 
I would  go  to  Sea  with  him,  and  he  would  give 
me  a confiderable  recompence:  he  told  me  that 
I fhould  only  wear  my  hat,  eat  my  vi6tuals,  and 
when  we  came  to  our  Port  own  the  Goods;  being 
defirous  of  feeing  fafhions  I confented,  and  our 
Junck  being  loaden,  we  fet  fail  and  departed: 
but  never  was  I accompanied  with  fuch  Sailers, 
for  the  Junck  (which  is  much  like  a clofe  Ligh^ 
ter)  was  deeply  loaded  with  Callicoes,  it  carried 
above  1000  Tun;  the  wind  being  fair,  all  the 
tackling  was  nailed  down  and  faftned,  fo  that 
when  we  had  been  four  dayes  at  Sea,  the  wind 
contrary  to  cuftome  changed:  but  though  it 
began  to  be  tempeftuous,  yet  all  our  men 
being  then  at  dinner,  there  was  none  would 
leave  their  eating  to  handle  the  fails,  or  alter 
the  tackling;  dinner  being  ended,  I perfwaded 
them  with  much  adoe  to  go  to  work,  but  it 
was  fome  hours  ere  they  had  loofned  their 
tackling,  fo  as  to  lower  their  fails,  and  by  that 
time  we  were  driven  out  of  knowledge;  the  winds 
there  are  ufually  fo  conftant,  that  they  never 
make  provifion  to  handle  their  fails,  and  alter 
them,  but  commonly  as  they  fix  them  at  their 
fetting  out,  fo  they  continue  till  they  come  to 
their  Port,  where  inftead  of  an  Anchor  they  carry 
a very  great  ftone,  faftned  by  an  iron  ring  to 
their  Cable,  which  they  let  down  while  they  ftay, 
but  take  up  when  they  go  away;  and  then  they 
alter  their  fails,  fitting  them  to  the  wind  to  bring 
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them  back;  they  continue  in  that  manner  to  the 
end  of  the  Voyage. 

But  now  it  falling  out  otherwife,  great  was 
their  trouble,  not  knowing  how  to  behave  them- 
felves:  and  although  there  was  forty  men  on  board, 
and  they  all  well  enough  acquainted  with  Navi- 
gation in  thofe  parts,  yet  I that  was  but  of  one 
years  ftanding  was  their  beft  inftrudtor,  or  elfe 
we  had  been  loft  and  perifhed;  moft  of  our  fails 
being  now  taken  down,  and  the  wind  ceafing,  we 
by  the  next  day  came  into  our  knowledge,  but 
met  with  another  misfortune,  which  was  like  to 
prove  worfe  than  the  former,  for  we  difcovered  a 
Junck,  though  nothing  near  fo  big  as  ours,  yet  bet- 
ter man’d,  and  was  indeed  a Malabar  Man  of 
War,  and  our  profeffed  Enemy,  who  are  ufed  to 
infeft  thofe  Seas  with  their  Pyracies;  our  Seamen 
being  fenftble  of  the  defperatenefs  of  our  condi- 
tion, were  greatly  difmayed,  but  I (who  was  for- 
merly ufed  to  be  dead-hearted  enough)  did  now 
become  valorous,  and  encouraged  them  bywords 
and  adlions,  for  confidering  the  badnefs  of  my 
own  condition,  being  likely  not  only  to  lofe  what 
Eftate  I had  lately  gathered,  but  at  leaft  wife 
my  liberty,  and  it  may  be  my  life,  (for  many  of 
thefe  Malabars  do  kill  and  feed  on  their  Pri- 
foners)  thefe  confiderations  I fay  poffeffed  me 
with  fo  much  courage,  that  I was  refolved  to 
try  my  utmoft  power  to  defend  my  felf  from 
my  Enemies;  we  were  by  chance  accompanied 
by  ten  Moors  called  Rajhpoots,  who  being  alwayes 
brought  up  in  Wars,  never  go  unarmed;  thefe 
perfons  being  more  courageous  than  the  reft,  by 
my  example,  put  themfelves  into  a pofture  of 
defence,  and  the  other  Seamen  had  Swords  and 
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other  weapons  put  into  their  hands,  to  keep  the 
Enemy  from  boardingus:  we  had  eight  great  Guns 
in  our  Junck,  which  were  carried  more  for  orna- 
ment than  ufe,  for  they  knew  not  how  to  difcharge 
them  againft  an  Enemy  to  advantage,  (they  being 
as  well  as  their  tackling  and  fails,  fixed  to 
one  place)  only  ferved  to  be  fhot  off  in  triumph, 
and  make  a noife,  but  would  not  be  well  levelled 
to  carry  a Bullet  to  do  execution.  I feeing  this 
inconvenience,  took  fuch  order  therein  that  the 
Guns  were  placed  fo  as  to  dammage  our  Enemy, 
who  now  approaching  us,  came  clofe  up  towards 
us,  but  he  found  a hotter  entertainment  than  he 
expected,  for  we  killed  feveral  of  his  men  with 
our  firft  broad-fide  ; the  only  weapons  our  Ene- 
mies had  were  great  ftones,  which  they  threw  at 
us  in  abundance;  but  we  having  again  charged 
our  great  Guns,  and  all  the  fmall  ones  we  had 
aboard,  gave  them  fuch  a peal  as  was  the  funeral 
knel  to  many  of  them  ; by  this  time  they  were 
difcouraged,  and  our  men  feeing  the  good  fuc- 
cefs  we  had  came  all  in  fight  and  every  one  tak- 
ing a great  ftone  which  had  been  thrown  to  us 
by  the  Enemy,  gave  them  fuch  an  onfet  with 
the  ftones,  as  now  made  them  think  of  giving 
over  their  enterprize,  which  we  compelled  them 
to  do,  fo  foon  as  we  had  given  them  another 
broad  fide,  and  once  more  difcharged  all  our 
fmall  guns:  this  gave  them  fo  general  a blow 
that  they  Vered  about  and  left  us  to  profecute 
our  Voyage.  Our  Enemies  being  gone,  I called 
all  our  men  together  to  fee  what  damage  we  had 
fuftained,  and  upon  enquiry  found  that  we  had 
not  loft  a man:  but  about  half  a dozen  broken 
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heads  and  faces  was  all  the  harm  we  had  re- 
ceived. 

I was  generally  applauded  for  my  courage,  and 
the  chief  owner  of  the  Goods  not  only  rendred 
me  infinite  thanks,  but  promifed  me  a great  re- 
ward, which  was  juftly  paid  me  at  the  end  of  our 
voyage:  I told  them  that  I much  wondred  at 
the  manner  of  our  Enemies  fight,  but  I received 
this  anfwer,  that  they  feldome  ufed  any  other 
weapons  than  ftones,  which  they  carried  in  great 
plenty,  trufting  to  them  and  their  great  numbers  : 
for  the  Bark  that  fet  upon  us  had  above  a hun- 
dred men  in  her,  and  would  have  certainly  taken 
us,  had  I not  made  fo  good  a fight  with  our 
Guns,  which  was  a thing  unufual  for  them  to 
meet  with,  not  fufpefling  that  we  could  make 
any  ufe  of  them,  otherwise  then  to  fhoot  upright 
as  was  ufual,  but  they  found  the  contrary  to 
to  their  coft:  for  I fuppofe  we  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  kill  feveral  of  them,  which  fo  difheartned 
them,  that  they  left  us  as  I told  you ; and  thus 
we  meeting  with  no  more  obftru&ion,  in  two 
moneths  time  finifhed  our  voyage,  and  returned 
home,  where  I received  500  Rupees  as  a recom- 
pence  for  my  good  fervice. 

I was  joyfully  received  at  home  by  my  Wife, 
and  acquired  a very  good  efteem  of  all  by  this 
myvalourousexploit,and  had  many  advantageous 
offers  to  go  again  on  the  fame  account ; but  I 
valuing  my  pleafure  more  than  profit,  which  was 
hazardous,  declined  the  proportions,  and  now 
refted  my  felf  at  home,  only  making  fome  excur- 
fions  to  vifit  the  beft  of  my  friends,  who  failed 
not  to  welcome  me,  being  the  handfomeft  Wo- 


Witty  Extravagant. 


ii 


men,  to  whom  I made  my  felf  welcome.  Some- 
times I travelled  to  the  adjacent  Towns,  where 
I vifited  the  pleafant  Gardens,  and  other  times 
I went  further  to  the  Cities,  which  being  well 
built  with  Brick,  had  pleafant  Platforms  or  Tur- 
rets on  the  top;  many  of  the  Cities  were  walled, 
and  fortifyed  with  Caftles  for  their  defence:  I 
feldome  went  without  a couple  of  attendants, 
which  are  called  PuiJhs , who  were  my  daily  fer- 
vants;  thefe  were  a fort  of  Banians  who  ferved 
me  for  four  (hillings  a moneth  a piece,  and  out 
of  that  found  themfelves  diet,  unlefs  they  travelled 
far  from  home,  and  then  I allowed  each  of  them 
but  three  half  pence  a piece  per  day  to  buy  them 
vi6tuals  and  drink,  which  was  only  Qitkeree 
Butter , Toddee , with  which  they  were  very  well 
fatisfied;  neither  indeed  doth  the  Conful  give 
much  more  to  his  Servitors,  for  his  chief  Puifn 
hath  but  twelve  (hillings  per  moneth,  and  out  of 
that  he  keeps  a horfe  and  a fervant  to  attend  him. 
They  are  very  diligent  and  faithful  in  what  they 
are  intrufted  with,  but  fo  foon  as  they  perceive  a 
New  Moon,  they  tell  their  Matter  of  it,  that  they 
may  pay  them  their  wages. 

Having  now  fatisfied  my  curiofity  in  thefe 
travels,  and  being  returned  home,  I began  to 
confider  with  my  felf  my  fore-paffed  life:  then  it 
was  I did  run  over  thefe  feveral  accidents  that 
had  formerly  befallen  me. 

As  firlt,  how  I committed  Rogueries  when  but 
a Boy,  and  ran  away  from  my  Mother,  (of  whom 
I had  never  fince  fo  much  as  heard  or  en- 
quired) I had  fome  refleftions  thereupon,  and 
what  my  Mother  might  Judge  was  become  of 


12 


The  Englijh  Rogue : Or, 

me:  Then  did  I call  to  mind  the  rogueries  I com- 
mitted, when  among  the  Gypfies  and  Beggars, 
and  how  with  them  I firft  tryed  and  tafted  the 
pleafure  of  a Female  companion,  from  that  my 
apprentifhip,  and  the  feveral  adventures  I had, 
and  the  pleafant  nights  lodgings,  I enjoyed  not 
only  with  the  Maid,  but  the  Miftrefs:  how  after 
the  Maid,  whom  I had  gotten  with  Child,  was 
delivered,  I difpatcht  her  and  child  to  Virginia , 
and  foon  after  by  mine  and  my  Miftreffes  extra- 
vagancies fent  my  Matter  firft  to  Prifon,  and  fo 
out  of  the  world,  my  Miftrefs  her  felf  not  long 
furviving  him:  being  then  a freeman,  I married, 
but  was  juftly  enough  fitted  for  my  difloyalty  by 
my  wives  incontinency,  which  with  my  own  pro- 
digality foon  confumed  me,  enforced  me  to  leave 
England  for  Ireland,  which  being  my  firft  great 
remove,  I ferioufly  refle6ted  on  not  knowing 
where  I fhould  end  my  dayes,  I being  now  far 
diftant  from  the  place  of  my  Nativity;  but  I be- 
thinking my  felf  that  my  only  livelyhood  de- 
pended there  in  my  viril  ftrength,  not  that  I was 
expofed  to  carry  burthens,  or  labour  in  the  day 
time,  but  in  the  night,  in  Venerial  combats, 
where  I received  equal  pleafure : and  indeed  I 
having  run  through  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life, 
found,  that  by  the  favourable  and  good  opinion 
of  women  (which  was  not  undeferved)  I had  not 
only  preferved  my  felf,  but  many  times  raifed  my 
felf  a fufficient  fortune:  as  I had  lately  done  by 
marrying  with  my  Moorijh  Wife,  in  which  prefent 
condition  I concluded  my  felf  much  better  than 
when  I was  in  Ireland  tyed  to  my  old  woman, 
who  only  paid  me  and  gave  me  money  ac- 
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cording  to  the  fervice  I did  her,  and  was  then 
again  old  and  peevifh,  and  above  all  things  very 
jealous  ; whereas  now  I was  my  own  pay-mafter 
and  though  my  bed-fellow  was  not  fair,  yet  fhe 
was  young  and  pleafant,  and  fo  far  from  jealoufie, 
that  fhe  her  felf  fometimes  would  procure  me  a 
young  girl,  the  faireft  in  the  country  to  lye  with 
me,  and  fhe  alfo  lying  by  me,  and  taking  much 
pleafure  therein. 

Then  did  I proceed  in  the  thoughts  of  my  former 
life, and confidered  the  manydangers  I underwent, 
all  the  time  I followed  my  padding  employment' 
and  though  I then  ufually  wore  money  enough  in 
my  Pocket,  and  fometimes  met  with  fome  female 
adventures,  as  the  Farmers  Daughter,  the  Poetick 
Widdow,  and  my  Female  Robbers,  and  others  in 
whofe  converfe  I took  much  pleafure,  yet  I was  in 
all  thefe  pleafures  ftill  accompanied  with  fear  of 
being  fnapt,  as  indeed  I was  at  laft  and  likely  to  be 
trus  t up  : but  that  my  penitence  wrought  fo  upon 
my  friends  as  to  procure  my  fentence  of  death,  to 
be  altered  into  that  of  banifhment : which  had 
through  many  miferies  and  crofs  adventures 
brought  me  hither,  where  I received  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  things  : this  confideration  took  me  up 
much  time,  and  poffeffed  me  with  fome  virtuous 
thoughts,  believing  that  I had  not  been  preferved 
and  referved  from  fo  many  hazards  but  for  fome 
good  end  ; and  now  I had  a fair  opportunity  of 
declining  Vice,  and  living  vertuoufly,  I not  being 
likely  to  be  expofed  to  any  fuch  Roguifh  fhifts  or 
courfes  as  formerly,  thefe  thoughts  of  virtue  made 
way  for  thofe  of  Religion,  and  now  it  was  that  I 


14 


The  Englijh  Rogue : Or, 

feriouflyconfideredof  that  Word  in  general,  and  be- 
ing (though  little  pradtifed  in)  yet  well  enough 
acquainted  with  the  Chriftian  Religion,  I wondered 
at  the  abfurdity  of  the  Religion  of  other  Nations, 
efpecially  of  the  Country  wherein  I now  lived  ; and 
having  been  curious  in  the  enquiry  of  the  grounds 
thereof,  I had  received  agood  account,  though  little 
fatisfa&ion  ; but  fince  it  is  aNovelty.andmay  well 
enough  fuitwiththe  following  difcourfe,  which  will 
confift  of  feveral  and  variety  of  Knaveries  andCheat- 
ings,  whereof  I fuppofe  this  of  this  Countries  Reli- 
gion may  very  well  bear  a part : I fhall  give  you  a 
fhort  account  thereof  in  this  following  chapter. 


CHAP.  II. 


The  Original  Religion  and  Worfhip  of  the  Banians 
and  Perfces,  with  all  their  Cafles  and  Tribes. 

THislargepart  of  the  World  which  is  governed 
by  the  Great  Mogul , is  inhabited  by  thefe 
three  fort  of  People,  Banians, Moor-men  or  Rafh- 
poots , and  Perfees ; the  feveral  Religions  or  Worfhips 
of  the  firft  and  laft,  viz.  the  Banians  and  Perfees , I 
fhal)  here  give  you  an  account  of ; but  for  the  Moors 
or  Rafhpoots,  they  have  little  efteemfor  any  Religion  • 


Witty  Extravagant.  1 5 

in  particular, and  being  forthemoftpart  Souldiers, 
are  of  the  Great  Moguls  Religion,  which  is  partly 
Mahometan,  Uha.ll  therefore  begin  withth eBanians, 
who  believe  in  one  God,  and  that  he  created  the 
World  out  of  nothing,  and  that  after  this  manner; 
firft  he  having  the  four  Elements  of  Air,  Earth,  Fire’ 
and  Water  for  a ground-work,  by  fome  great  Cane 
or  fuch  like  inftrument,  blew  upon  the  waters, 
which  arofe  into  a bubble  of  a round  form  like  an 
Egg, which  fp read i rig  itfelf  made  the  Firmament  fo 
clear  and  tranfparent,  which  now  compaffeth  the 
World  about ; after  this  there  remaining  true  liquid 
fubftance  in  the  Earth,  God  made  of  both  thefe 
together  a thing  round  like  a Ball,  which  is  called 
thelowerWorld;  the  more  folid  part  became  Earth, 
the  liquid  Sea,  both  which  making  one  Globe,  he 
by  a great  noife  or  huming  found  placed  them  in  the 
midft  of  the  Firmament,  there  he  created  the  Sun 
and  Moon  to  diftinguifh  times  and  feafons.and  the 
four  Elements  which  were  before  mixed,  were  now 
feparated  and  affigned  to  their  feveral  places,  and 
difcharged  theirfeveral offices  ; the  Airfilled  upthe 
empty  parts,  the  Fire  nouriffi  ed  with  heat,  the  Earth 
and  Sea  brought  forth  their  living  creatures,  and 
then  was  the  World  created  ; and  as  it  had  its  be- 
ginning from  four  Elements,  fo  it  was  meafured 
by  four  points,  Eajl , Weft,  North  and  South,  and 
was  to  be  continued  for  four  Ages,  to  be  peopled 
by  four  Cajls  or  forts  of  men,  who  were  to  be  mar- 
ried by  four  forts  of  women  appointed  for  them. 
TheWorld  being  made,  Man  was  likewife  made  out 
of  the  Earth,  God  putting  him  into  life,  and  he 
worffiippinghis  Creator;  Woman  waslikewife  made 
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and  given  to  him  as  a companion  ; the  firft  mans 
name  was  Pourous,  and  the  womans  name  was 
Parcoutee,  and  they  lived  together  as  man  and 
wife,  feeding  on  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  not  de- 
ftroying  any  living  Creature. 

Thefe  twohadfourfonscalledi?r#7;m<?«,  Cutter} \ 
Shuddery,  and  Wyfe,  who  were  of  different  and  di- 
ftindl  nature  from  each  other,  for  Brammon  was  of 
an  earthly  conftitution,  and  therefore  Melancholly; 
Cuttery  hzry,  and  therefore  Martial ; Shuddery  fleg- 
matick,  and  therefore  Peaceable  : Wyfe  airey,  and 
therefore  fullof  contrivances  and  inventions.  Bram- 


?«0ttbeingmelanchollyandingenious,Godgavehim 
knowledge,  and  appointed  him  to  impart  his  Laws, 
and  therefore  gave  him  a Book  containingtheform 
of  Divine  Worfhip  and  Religion  ; Cuttery  being 
Martial,  had  power  to  govern  Kingdoms,  and  there- 
fore had  a Sword  given  him  ; Shuddery  being  mild 
and  converfable,  it  was  thought  fit  that  he  fhould 
be  a Merchant  and  Traffick,  and  therefore  had  a 
pair  of  Ballances  and  a bag  of  Weights  hung  at 
his  girdle  ; and  Wyfe  being  airey,  was  appointed 
for  a Mechanick  or  Handicrafts  man,  and  there- 
fore had  a bag  of  feveral  forts  of  tools. 

Thefe  were  the  firft  men,  and  thefe  their  quali- 
ties, (according  to  the  Banian  tradition)  that 
peopled  the  Earth  ; Pourous  and  Parcoutee  had 
no  daughters,  becaufe  the  fons  fhould  go  elfe- 
where  to  find  them  wives,  which  were  made  for 
them,  and  placed  at  the  four  winds ; the  four 
fons  being  grown  up  to  mans  age,  were  com- 
manded to  travel ; And, 

Firft,  Brammon  with  his  Book  in  his  hand  took  his 
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journey  towards  the  rifing  of  the  Sun  in  the  Eaft  ; 
for  the  place  where  they  were  born,  and  their 
Parents  created,  was  in  the  Middle  or  Navel 
of  the  world,  the  Sun  at  Noon-day  catting  no 
fhadow.  Brammon  taking  his  journey,  as  is 
faid,  towards  the  Eaft,  arrived  at  a goodly 
Mountain,  before  which  was  a Valley,  through 
which  there  paffed  a Brook ; in  the  defcent  of 
which  there  appeared  a Woman  a drinking.  This 
Woman  was  of  black  hair,  yellow  Complexion, 
of  an  indifferent  tize,  and  a modeft  afpeft,  and 
indeed  in  every  thing  made,  as  if  made  for  her 
beholder  ; who  being  naked,  and  feeing  her  to 
be  fo,  was  more  bafhful  than  the  Woman,  who 
firft  brake  filence,  by  queftioning  the  caufe  of  his 
coming  thither. 

Brammon  hearing  her  fpake,  and  that  in  his  own 
Language,  thus  reply ’d,  That  the  great  God , who 
made  all  things  had fent  him  thither  : The  Woman 
feeing  his  Book,  asked  the  ufe  of  it;  whereupon 
he  opening  it,  fhewed  her  the  Contents  thereof ; 
and  after  fome  other  difcourfe  fhe  contented  to  be 
married  to  him,  according  to  the  form  prefcribed  in 
that  book;  which  being  done,  they  lay  together, 
and  had  many  children,  who  peopled  the  Eaft 
part  ofthe  world:  this  Womans  name  'wa.sSavatree. 

Cuttery  the  2d.  Brother,  was  fent  upon  the  fame 
account  to  the  Weft  part  of  the  world,  and  taking 
his  fword  in  his  hand,  he  advanced  on  his  journey ; 
but  not  meeting  with  any  adventure  or  occafion  to 
make  ufe  thereof,  he  was  much  troubled ; defiring 
above  all  things,  that  he  might  meet  with  fome 
people  whereon  he  might  exercife  his  courage  : 
thus  impatiently  did  he  proceed  on  his  journey,  till 
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he  arrived  near  a high  Mountain,  where  he  might 
behold  a Perfonage  who  was  walking  with  a Mar- 
tial pace,  and  coming  nearer,  found  to  be  a 
Woman  armed  with  a weapon  call’d  a Chuckery: 
They  were  no  fooner  met,  but  they  encountred, 
and  fet  upon  one  another ; but  though  he  ex- 
pected a fudden  conqueft,  yet  was  he  deceived 
therein,  for  his  adverfary  held  him  in  play  all  that 
day,  till  night  parted  them.  Ihe  next  day  alfo 
they  wholly  fpent  in  fight;  he  gained  no  advant- 
age over  his  female  enemy,  only  at  the  cloze  of 
the  day,  he  had  the  fortune  to  cut  her  weapon  in 
two;  but  the  night  coming  on,  the  efcaped  from 
him,  without  any  further  damage. 

The  next  day  (Ire  was  provided  with  Bow  and 
Arrows,  and  then  had  a great  advantage  over  him, 
becaufe  fhe  could  wound  him  at  a diftance,  and 
he  could  not  hurt  her  without  a clofe  fight;  he 
being  fenfible  of  this  odds,  dozed  with  her,  and  by 
main  ftrength  threw  her  down,  holding  her  by  the 
hair  of  the  head;  when  having  a perfeCl  view  of 
her  beauties,  inftead  of  an  enemy,  he  became  a 
lover  of  this  beautiful  objeCt;  and  that  he  might 
gain  her  afteCtions,  he  threw  by  his  weapons,  and 
applyed  himfelf  to  her  in  fair  fpeeches,  to  which 
fhe  was  attentive ; and  he  at  length  became  fo 
prevalent,  that  they  at  prefent  plighted  troths  .to 
one  another,  and  of  enemies,  not  only  at  that  in- 
ftant  became  friends  ; but  in  fhort  time  after,  liv- 
ing together,  and  Nature  dictating  to  them  what 
muft  be  done  for  the  procreation  of  their  like,  they 
tafted  the  fruit  of  Loves  garden,  and  had  many 
children,  who  peopled  the  Weft  part  of  the 
World  ; this  Womans  name  was  Toddicajlree. 
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Chuddery  the  3d.  Son,  who  was  the  Merchant- 
man, was  fent  to  the  North  with  his  ballance 
and  weights,  and  he  after  much  travel  happened 
on  a place  where  he  found  Pearls,  and  a Rock  or 
Mine  of  Diamonds  ; and  believing  them  (by 
reafon  of  their  great  lufter  in  the  dark)  of  fome 
extraordinary  value,  took  fome  of  them  with  him, 
and  fpecial  notice  of  the  place,  that  he  might  find 
it  again;  and  fo  proceeding  on  his  journey,  came  to 
the  place  where  was  the  Woman  that  was  to  be  his 
Wife,  who  was  wandring  by  the  fide  of  a Wood  ; 
the,  feeing  him,  became  fearful  ; but  he  coming 
to  her,  and  giving  her  good  words,  won  upon  her 
to  ftay  and  receive  him  into  her  company  ; and 
after  an  account  of  his  journey,  which  fhe  con- 
cluded was  purpofely  defigned  to  her,  becaufe 
they  underftood  one  anothers  fpeech,  he  beftowcd 
fome  of  his  Pearls  and  Diamonds  upon  her  ; in 
time  they  proving  the  comforts  of  the  conjoyned 
Rate,  had  feveral  childaen,  who  peopled  the  North 
part  of  the  World,  and  became  Merchant-men  : 
he  afterwards  travelling  with  them,  fhewed  them 
the  rock  of  Diamonds;  this  Womans  name  was 
Vifagundak. 

Wyfe,  the  4th.  and  youngeft  of  the  Brethren, 
went  alfo  to  the  South  parts  of  the  World,  and 
carried  his  tools  with  him,  whereby  he  was  able 
to  build  a houfe,  or  perform  any  other  piece  of 
work  needful  for  the  ufe  of  man  ; he  was  forced 
to  pafs  over  feven  Seas,  at  each  place  making  a 
Veffel,  and  leaving  it  behind  him  : the  lafl  Sea 
was  called  Pajhurbatce , and  brought  him  to  a 
Land  called  Derpe , where  he  built  him  a houfe  to 
live  in,  which  he  did  with  much  content,  till  the 
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Woman  appointed  for  him  came  thither  to  behold 
the  fame  : She  was  very  amiable  and  white,  and 
her  hair  was  powdred  with  Saunders  and  other 
Odours  : She  firft  fpake  to  him,  demanding  how 
he  came  thither ; He  anfwered  her,  that  thie  Al- 
mighty had  fent  him , and  he  had  taken  great  pains 
by  coining  over  feven  Seas  to  wait  on  her : She  was 
difpleafed  with  his  difcourfe  and  houfe,  telling  him 
that  Jhc  needed  him  not ; and  notwithftanding  all 
his  perfwafions,  left  him  : he  afterwards  met  her 
walking  in  the  Woods  ; but  could  not  prevail  with 
her  to  continue  with  him  ; but  left  him  much 
troubled.  After  this,  he  being  in  a profound  me- 
lancholy, walking  abroad,  cameto  a parcel  of  trees, 
under  which  he  placed  himfelf,  and  there  prayed 
to  his  Creator,  that  he  might  not  lofe  his  labour , 
in  coming fo  far  to  find  a Woman  that  would  not 
converfc  with  him  : To  this  prayer  he  had  anfwer, 
that  his  rcqnejlfhould  be  granted,  on  condition,  that 
for  the  future  he  would  erect  Images,  and  adore,  and 
worfhip  them  under  green  trees : To  this  he  con- 
tented, and  at  the  next  meeting  he  gained  the 
good  will  of  this  Woman  who  was  named  Jcjun- 
nogundah,  fo  that  fhe  became  his  wife,  by 
whom  he  had  feveral  children  that  peopled  the 
South. 

Thefe  Four  Brethren  being  thus  difperfed  at  the 
4 feveral  parts  of  the  earth,  and  having  peopled 
the  fame,  were  all  defirousof  returning  to  their  own 
Country  from  whence  they  came,  to  fee  their  Fa- 
ther and  Mother,  and  recount  their  feveral  adven- 
tures to  them,  and  to  that  end,  leaving  their 
children  behind,  they  and  their  wives  travelled  fo 
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Jong,  till  they  came  to  the  place  ; where  they  were 
firft  joyfully  received  of  their  Parents  ; and  then  of 
each  other  ; there  they  likewife  had  feveral  other 
children,  begetting  feveral  generations,  that  all  the 
world  might  be  inftrufted  in  their  feveral  qualities, 
by  Brammon  in  matters  of  Religion,  by  C7ittery  in 
Ruleand  Governments,  by  S/iuddejymTraffickand 
Merchandize,  and  by  Wyfe  in  matters  of  Handi- 
crafts ; of  which  four  Cafts  the  world  confifteth, 
every  one  of  them  living  in  his  feveral  quality, 
keeping  his  tribe  free  from  confufion  or  inter- 
feering ; and  thus  the  world  was  peopled  : but  in 
time,  multitude  begat  difference,  and  diforder, 
and  mifchief,  and  every  perfon  difagreed  with 
the  other,  every  one  producing  new  and  various 
differences,  as  well  in  matters  of  Religion  and 
Worfhip,as  in  all  other  affairs,  when  the  Almighty 
for  the  wickednefs  of  mankind  fent  a flood  which 
came  and  deftroyed  all  the  Creatures  of  the  earth ; 
and  this  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  Banians , 
was  the  firft  Age  of  the  world. 

This  world  of  Creatures  being  deftroyed,  others 
were  made  in  this  manner : The  Almighty  firft 
made  out  of  the  earth  thefe  three  Creatures,  Brc- 
man,  Viftney  and  Ruddery,  and  gave  great  power 
to  them  ; to  Breman  he  gave  the  power  of  making 
Creatures,  becaufe  fay  the  Banians,  as  great  per- 
fons  do  not  their  work  but  by  Deputies,  fo  neither 
was  it  fit  that  God  fhould  be  fervile  to  his  Crea- 
tures, but  give  to  them  their  being  by  his  Inftru- 
ments.  To  the  fecond,  which  was  Vijlney , he 
gave  charge  to  preferve  the  Creatures  : But  to 
the  third,  which  was  Ruddery,  he  gave  power  to 
deftroy  them,  becaufe  he  knew  they  would  be 
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wicked,  and  deferve  Judgments.  Breman  was  to 
be  taken  up  to  Heaven  in  conclufion  of  the  fecond 
age.  Viftney  was  to  live  as  long  again  as  Bre- 
man,  and  Rudderyw as  to  continue  three  times  as 
long,  and  then  he  fhould  deftroy  all  the  world, 
which  fhould  be  the  great  day  of  Judgement. 

Breman  according  to  the  power  given  him,  pro- 
duced man  and  Woman  out  of  his  own  bowels, 
who  being  inftru£ted  by  him  gave  worfhip  to  God, 
and  reverence  to  him : the  man  was  by  him  named 
Mamaw,  and  the  Woman  Ceterrupa  ; they  were 
fent  to  the  Eaft,  and  there  they  had  three  fons 
and  three  daughters,  who  were  fent  feverally  to 
the  Weft , North  and  South,  which  were  peopled 
by  them : thus  man  being  made  by  Breman , 
Viftney  provided  things  neceffary  for  them,  and 
Ruddery  difperfed  afflictions,  fickneffes  and  death, 
as  men  did  deferve  them. 

It  was  now  neceffary  fay  the  Banians,  that  the 
Law  fhould  be  given,  according  to  which  they 
fhould  live ; and  therefore  Breman  being  called 
up  into  a Mountain,  the  Almighty  gave  him  out 
of  a cloud  a book,  which  the  Banians  call  the 
Shafter,  wherein  was  written  their  Lawes ; this 
book  confifted  of  three  Tracts. 

The  firft,  whereof  contained  their  Moral  Law, 
and  an  Explication  or  Appropriation  of  the  pre- 
cepts to  every  feveral  Tribe  and  Caft. 

The  fecond,  was  their  Ceremonial  Law. 

The  third,  diftinguifhed  them  into  Calls  or 
Tribes,  with  peculiar  obfervations  for  each  Caft 
and  Tribe. 

The  firft  TraCt  of  the  Moral  Law  contained 
eight  commandements. 
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1.  That  they  fhould  kill  no  living  Creature, 
becaufe  like  man  it  had  a foul. 

2.  That  they  fhould  make  a Covenant  with 
their  five  fenfes  : the  Eyes  not  to  fee  evil  things, 
the  Ears  not  to  hear  evil  things,  the  Tongue  not 
to  fpeak  evil,  the  Pallat  not  to  tafte,  as  wine  or 
flefh,  the  hands  not  to  touch  any  thing  defiled. 

3.  That  they  fhould  duly  obferve  the  times  of 
devotion  in  walking,  worfhip,  &c. 

4.  That  they  fhould  not  tell  falfe  tales  to  de- 
ceive. 

5.  That  they  fhould  be  charitable  to  the  poor. 

6.  That  they  fhould  not  opprefs  their  poor 
brethren. 

7.  That  they  fhould  celebrate  certain  Feftivals, 
not  pampering  the  body,  but  fafting  and  watch- 
ing, to  be  fitter  for  devotion. 

8.  That  they  fhould  not  Ideal,  though  never  fo 
little. 

Thefe  eight  are  beftowed  among  the  four 
Tribes  or  Cafts,  to  each  two  Commandements  : 
to  the  Brammanes,  which  are  the  Priefts,  the 
firft  and  fecond,  as  being  ftrifiteft  in  Religion.  To 
Shuddery  they  appropriate  the  third  and  fourth, 
as  mod;  proper  to  them.  To  Cutte7j  the  fifth, 
and  fixth,  and  to  Wyfe,  the  feventh  and  eighth  : 
they  are  all  enjoyned  to  keep  all  the  Comman- 
dements, but  more  particularly  thofe  that  are 
appropriated  to  their  feveral  Cafts. 

The  fecond  Traft  of  the  Book  delivered  to 
Breman,  comprized  certain  ceremonial  injunc- 
tions, which  are  thefe. 

Firft,  wafhing  their  bodies  in  rivers,  in  memory 
of  the  deluge,  in  which  they  ufe  this  ceremony : 
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firft,  they  befmear  their  bodies  in  the  mud  of  the 
River,  as  an  emblem  of  mans  filthynefs  ; and 
then  coming  into  the  water  and  turning  their 
faces  towards  the  Sun,  the  Bramman  prayes,  that 
as  the  body  which  is  foul  as  the  mud  of  the 
River  which  is  cleanfed  by  water,  fo  that  his  fin 
may  be  in  like  manner  cleanfed  ; and  then  the 
party  plunging  himfelf  three  times  in  the  River, 
and  fhaking  in  his  hand  fome  grains  of  Rice  as 
an  offering  on  the  water  : he  receiveth  abfolution 
for  his  fins  pad,  and  is  difmiffed. 

2.  The  ceremony  of  anointing  the  fore  head 
with  red  painting,  as  a peculiar  mark  which  they 
often  renew. 

3.  They  are  enjoyned  to  tender  certain  prayers 
and  offerings  under  green  trees,  the  original  of 
which  cudom  they  derive  from  Wy/e,  to  whom 
they  fay  God  appeared  in  a Vifion  under  a tree  ; 
the  tree  particularly  appropriated  for  this  wor- 
th ip,  is  called  Ficu  Iudica,  as,  vide  Sr.  W.  Raw- 
leigh,  for  which  tree  they  have  a very  great 
edeem. 

4.  They  are  enjoyned  prayers  in  their  Temples, 
where  they  offer  to  Images  with  ringing  and  loud 
tinckling  of  bells  and  fuch  like  impertinent  fer- 
vices. 

5.  They  are  enjoyned  Pilgrimage  to  rivers  re- 
mote, as  Ganges,  where  they  throw  in,  as  offerings, 
Jewels  and  Treafure  of  great  value. 

6.  They  ufe  Invocation  of  Saints,  and  for  all 
their  affairs  they  have  feveral  Saints  they  invoke 
for  adidance. 

7.  Their  law  binds  them  to  give  wordiip  to 
God,  upon  fight  of  any  of  his  Creatures  fird  feen 
after  Sun  rife,  efpecially  to  the  Sun  and  Moon, 
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which  they  call  the  two  eyes  of  God,  as  alfo  to 
fome  Bealls. 

8.  In  baptizing  children,  there  is  difference  in 
the  Cafts,  for  the  Brammanes  are  extraordinary  : 
the  reft  of  the  children  are  only  walht  in  water, 
with  a fhort  prayer,  that  God  would  write  good 
things  in  the  front  of  the  child,  all  prefent  faying 
Amen.  They  name  the  child,  putting  a red  oynt- 
ment  on  the  midft  of  his  forehead,  and  the  cere- 
mony is  done.  But  the  children  of  the  Caft  of 
the  Brammanes  are  not  only  wafhed  with  water, 
but  anoynted  with  oyl  with  thefe  words : Oh 
Lord , we  prefent  unto  thee  this  child,  born  of  a 
holy  Tribe,  anointed  with  oyl,  and  cleanfed  with 
water-,  unto  which  they  add  other  ceremonies, 
then  they  enquire  the  exa6t  time  of  the  childs 
birth,  and  calculate  his  Nativity,  which  they  keep 
by  them  and  give  them  at  the  day  of  their  mar- 
riage. 

9,  As  for  their  marriages,  their  time  is  different 
from  other  Nations,  for  they  marry  at  7 years  of 
age,  they  are  ufually  contra£led  by  their  Parents ; 
which  being  agreed  on,  they  fend  prefents,  and 
ufe  many  triumphant  perambulations  about  the 
town  for  two  dayes;  and  then  at  the  going  down 
of  the  Sun  they  ufe  this  ceremony.  A fire  is 
made  and  interpofed  between  the  young  couple, 
to  intimate  the  ardency  of  their  affe&ions  ; then 
there  is  a filken  firing  that  enclofes  both  their 
bodies,  to  witnefs  the  infolveable  bond  of  wed- 
lock ; after  this  bond,  there  is  a cloth  interpofed 
betwixt  them,  a cuflom  taken  from  the  meeting 
of  Brammon  and  Savatre,  who  covered  them- 
felves  till  the  words  of  matrimony  were  uttered, 
fo  the  Brammanes  pronouncing  certain  words, 
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enjoyning  the  man  to  provide  for  the  Woman, 
and  her  to  loyalty,  and  pronouncing  the  bl  effing 
of  a fruitful  iffue,  the  fpeech  is  concluded  - the 
cloth  interpofed  is  taken  away  ; the  bond  which 
ingirted  them,  unloofed  ; full  freedom  is  given 
them  to  communicate  with  one  another  ; they 
give  no  dowry,  only  the  Jewels  worn  on  the  Bri- 
dal day  ; none  come  to  the  feaft,  but  thofe  of  the 
fame  Tribe  or  Call : no  Woman  is  admitted  to 
fecond  marriage,  except  the  Tribe  of  Wyfe, 
which  are  the  handicrafts ; men  in  all  T nbes  may 
marry  twice  except  the  Br amanes , every  Tribe 
marries  in  their  own  Cafts,  and  the  Tribe  of  the 
Wyfe  not  only  marry  in  their  own  Tribe,  but  in 
their  own  trade  : as  a Barber  or  Smiths  fon,  muft 
marry  a Barber  or  Smiths  daughter  of  the  fame 

Tribe.  . , . 

io.  Which  is  the  laft,  is  the  ceremony  of  their 

burials  ; when  any  is  Tick  to  death,  they  enjoyn 
him  to  utter  Narrane , which  is  one  of  the  names 
of  God,  importing  mercy  to  finners : they  pour 
fair  water  into  his  hand,  praying  to  Kijinetuppon , 
the  God  of  the  water,  to  prefent  him  pure  to 
God  • he  being  dead,  his  body  is  wafhed,  and 
after ’buried  in  this  manner.  They  carry  the  body 
to  a rivers  fide  and  being  fet  down,  the  Brammane 
uttereth  thefe  words.  Oh  earth ! we  commend 
unto  thee  this  our  brother , whilft  he  lived  thou  had  ft 
an  interefl  in  him , of  the  earth  he  was  made , by  the 
bleffing  of  the  earth  he  zvas  fed,  and  therefore  now 
he  is  dead , we  fur  render  him  to  thee : after  this  put- 
ting combuftible  matter  to  the  body,  lighted  by 
the  help  of  fweet  oyl,  the  Brammane  Oh 

fire , zvhilfi  he  lived  thou  hadft  a claim  in  him,  by 
zvhofc  natural  heat  he  fubfified , zve  return  there- 
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fore  his  body  to  thee  that  thou  fhouldjl  purge  it. 
Then  the  fon  of  the  deceafed  fets  two  pots,  one 
with  water,  and  the  other  with  milk  on’  the 
ground  ; the  pot  with  milk  on  the  top  of  the 
other,  and  with  a ftone  breaks  the  pot  with  water, 
whereby  the  water  and  milk  are  both  fpoiled  ; 
upon  which  account  the  fon  thus  moralizeth’ 
That  as  the  ftone  makes  the  veflels  yield,  fo  did 
ficknefs  ruin  his  Fathers  body,  which  is  then 
burnt  to  afhes,  which  are  thrown  into  the  air,  the 
Brammane  uttering  thefe  words,  Oh  air,  zvhiljl 
he  lived  by  thee  he  breathed,  and  now  having 
breathed  his  lafl,  we  yield  him  to  thee.  The  afhes 
falling  on  the  water,  the  Brammane  faith,  Oh 
water,  whilfl  he  lived,  thy  moyjlure  did  fuflain 
him,  and  now  his  body  is  difperfed,  take  thy  part 
in  him.  This  being  done,  the  Brammane  reads 
(to  the  Son  or  neareft  of  kin  to  the  deceafed)  the 
Law  of  mourners  ; That  for  ten  days  he  mufl  eat 
no  Beetle,  nor  oyl  his  head,  nor  put  on  clean  clothes; 
but  once  a month  make  a Feafl,  and  vifit  the  River 
whofewaterdrankup  his  Fathers  afhes.  Befides  this, 
there  was  a Cuftom  which  is  brought  into  a Law, 
for  the  Wives  of  the  deceafed  to  accompany  their 
Husbands  in  death,  by  burning  themfelves  with 
his  body ; and  this  is  ftil  1 ufed  among  perfons  of 
greateft  worth,  the  Women  voluntarily  expofing 
their  bodies  to  the  flames.  And  this  is  the  fum 
of  the  fecond  Tra6t  of  the  Book  delivered  to 
Br eman. 

The  third  Tra£t  confifteth  of  their  being  diftin- 
guifhed  into  Cafts  and  Tribes,  with  peculiar  ob- 
fervations  for  each.  The  Brammancs  being  firft, 
have  their  name  either  of  Brammon,  who  was 
the  firft  of  that  Tribe;  or  elfe  from  Breman,  who 
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was  the  firft  of  the  fecond  Age,  to  whom  the 
Law  was  delivered,  of  which  there  are  two  forts, 
the  common,  and  the  more  fpecial ; the  common 
Brammane  hath  eighty  two  Cafts  or  Tribes ; 
which  are  diftinguilhed  by  the  names  of  the 
places  of  their  firft  habitations.  Thefe  difcharge 
the  Minifterial  function,  in  praying  and  reading 
their  Law  to  the  People,  in  which  they  ufe  a 
kind  of  minical  fantaftical  gefture,  and  a finging 
tone.  They  are  firft  received  into  that  Order  at 
feven  years  of  age,  ufing  the  ceremony  of  wafhing 
and  fhaving  their  heads,  only  leaving  one  lock  ; 
they  are  bound  to  a Pythagorean  filence,  and  pro- 
hibited haulking,  fpitting,  or  coughing,  wearing 
about  their  loyns  a girdle  of  an  Antilop’s  skin, 
and  another  thong  of  the  fame  about  their  neck, 
defcending  under  the  left  arm  : At  fourteen  years 
of  age  they  are  admitted  to  be  Braminanes,  ex- 
changing thofe  leather  thongs  for  four  fealing 
threads  that  come  over  the  right  fhoulder,  and 
under  the  right  arm,  which  they  fleep  withal,  in 
honour  of  God  and  the  three  perfons  ; they  are 
enjoy ned  to  keep  all  things  in  the  Braminanes 
Law. 

The  more  fpecial  fort  of  Braminanes  are  of  the 
Caft  of  the  Shudderys  or  Merchant-man , who  for 
devotion  take  this  condition  ; He  wears  a wollen 
garment  of  white,  reaching  down  to  the  middle 
of  the  thigh,  the  reft  is  naked  : his  head  is  alwayes 
uncovered  ; they  do  not  fhave,  but  pluck  off  all 
the  hair  from  their  heads  and  beards,  leaving  only 
one  lock. 

There  are  feveral  Cafts  of  thefe,  that  live  more 
ftriftly  than  the  reft ; for  thefe  never  Marry,  are  very 
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moderate  in  their  Diet,  and  drink  nothing  but 
water  boyled,  that  fo  the  vapour,  which  they 
fuppofe  to  be  life,  may  go  out ; they  fweep  away 
and  difperfe  their  dung,  left  it  fhould  generate 
worms  that  may  have  life,  and  be  deftroyed,  they 
keep  an  Hofpital  of  lame  and  maimed  flying 
fowl,  which  they  redeem  with  a price  ; they  have 
all  things  common,  but  place  no  faith  in  out- 
ward walhings,  but  rather  imbrace  a carelefs  and 
fordid  naftinefs. 

The  fecond  Tribe  or  Caft  was  Cutteryes , who 
had  their  name  from  Cuttery,  the  fecond  fon  of 
Ponrotcs,  who  having  Dominion  and  Rule  com- 
mitted to  him  ; therefore  all  Souldiers  and  Kings 
are  faid  to  be  of  his  Tribe. 

That  particular  of  Bremaiis  Book  that  con- 
cerned this  Caft,  contained  certain  precepts  of 
Government  and  Policy,  which  being  of  com- 
mon import,  I chofe  to  omit,  and  thall  only 
tell  you,  that  in  their  flourifhing  eftate  they  were 
the  ancient  Kings  of  India,  efpecially  of  that  part 
that  is  called  Guzzarat,  and  were  called  by  the 
name  of  Racabs,  which  fignifies  a King  ; they  are 
faid  to  have  thirty  fix  Tribes,  and  none  were 
admitted  to  rule  or  govern  but  out  of  thefe  Tribes. 
But  in  time  thefe  Racabs  were  moft  of  them  put 
from  the  Government,  and  deftroyed  by  the  Ma- 
hometans, who  oppreffed  them  ; fome  of  them 
ftill  remain,  and  are  called  RaPipootes,  which  I 
have  before  named  ; fome  are  as  yet  unconquered, 
and  fometimes  fight  with  and  againft  the  great 
Mogul. 

The  third  Son  of  Ponrous  being  called  Shud- 
dery,  and  Merchandizing  being  appointed  him, 
all  Merchants  therefore  are  comprized  under  this 
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Name.  The  particular  of  B remans  Book  that 
concerned  this  Caft,  was  a Seminary  of  Religious 
advertizement,  enjoyning  them  to  truth  in  their 
words  and  dealings.  Thefe  are  they  that  are  moft 
properly  called  Banians,  which  name  fignifies  a 
harmlefs  People , that  will  not  endure  to  fee  a fly, 
or  worm,  or  any  living  thing  to  be  injured,  and 
being  themfelves  ftrucken,  bear  it  patiently  with- 
out refiftance  ; they  are  equal  in  number  of  their 
Caffs  to  the  Brammanes,  and  being  like  to  them, 
do  more  ftri<5tly  follow  their  injunctions.  Their 
form  and  contrail  in  buying  and  felling  is  fome- 
thing  notable  ; for  the  Breaker  that  beateth  the 
price  with  him  that  felleth,  loofeth  his  Pamerin 
that  his  folded  about  his  waft,  and  fpreading  it 
upon  his  knee,  with  hands  folded  underneath,  by 
their  fingers  ends  the  price  of  pounds,  fhillings 
or  pence,  is  fixed,  as  the  Chapman  is  intended  to 
give  : The  feller  in  like  manner  intimateth  how 
much  lie  purpofeth  to  have  ; which  ftlent  com- 
pofition  their  Law  enjoyneth. 

Laftly,  as  the  Son  of  Ponrous  was  called  Wyfe, 
and  was  Matter  of  Merchants  or  Handicrafts,  fa 
all  Handicrafts  are  of  that  Tribe.  The  directions 
that  were  in  Brcman  s Book  for  thefe,  were  touch- 
ing their  behaviours  in  their  Callings  : The  name 
Wyfe  fignifies  one  that  one  is  fervile  or  injlru- 
mentary  ; thefe  People  are  now  commonly  called 
Gentiles,  which  are  of  two  forts  ; firft,  the  purer 
Ge7itile,  fuch  as  diet  themfelves  as  the  Banians , 
not  eating  flefh,  lifli  or  wine  ; and  the  impure  eat 
of  all  forts,  and  are  commonly  Husbandmen,  and 
ufually  called  Coulees.  Thofe  of  the  purer  fort 
have  thirty  fix  Calls,  according  to  the  number  of 
the  Trades  pra&ifed  among  them  ; in  which,  they 
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make  as  few  inftruments  ferve  for  the  effecting 
of  divers  works,  as  may  be  ; and  whatever  they 
do,  is  contrary  to  the  Chriftian  form  of  working, 
for  the  moft  part.  This  is  the  fubftance  of  the 
the  third  Tra£t  of  the  Book  delivered  to  Breman, 
concerning  the  manner  of  the  four  Tribes. 

This  Book  was  by  Breman  communicated  to 
the  Brammanes  to  be  publifhed  to  the  People,  who 
did  give  abfolute  obedience  to  thefe  injun6tions ; 
but  in  time,  fraud,  violence  and  all  manner  of 
wickednefs  being  committed,  God  grew  angry, 
and  acquainted  Breman  that  he  would  deftroy  the 
world:  who  acquainted  the  People  herewith,  but 
to  little  purpofe,  for  loon  after  they  fell  to  their 
wickednefs,  and  God  took  Breman  up  into  his 
bofome  who  had  interceeded  for  man-kind  ; then 
alfo  Vijiney  (whofe  nature  and  Office  it  was  to 
preferve  the  People)  did  interceed,  but  God  would 
not  be  pacifyed,  but  gave  charge  to  Ruddcry 
(whofe  Office  it  was  to  deftroy)  to  caufe  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  to  fend  out  a wind  to  fweep 
the  Nations  as  the  duft  from  the  face  of  the 
earth  : this  command  was  accordingly  executed, 
and  all  people  were  deftroyed  faving  a few  that 
God  permitted  Vijiney  to  cover  with  the  skirts 
of  his  prefervation,  referved  to  propagate  man- 
kind in  the  third  age,  and  fo  this  Age  concluded. 

The  wickednefs  and  ill  government  of  the 
Kings  and  Rulers,  being  the  chief  caufe  of  de- 
ftroying  the  laft  age : therefore  all  thofe  of  Cat- 
teries Tribe  were  all  deftroyed.  Now  becaufe  it 
was  neceffary  that  there  fhould  be  fome  of  that 
Caft  as  well  as  others,  wherefore  God  raifed  that 
Tribe  again  out  of  the  Caft  of  the  Bramanes : 
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the  name  of  him  who  renewed  and  raifed  this 
Tribe  was  called  Ram , who  was  a good  King 
and  lived  pioufly  ; but  his  fucceffors  did  not  fo, 
but  committed  fo  much  wickednefsthat  God  again 
deftroyed  the  world,  by  the  opening  of  the  earth, 
which  fwallowed  up  all  mankind,  but  a few  of  the 
four  Tribes  who  were  left  to  new-people  the  world 
again,  and  this  was  the  conclufion  of  the  third 
Age. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  Age,  there  was 
one  Kijiney , a famous  Ruler,  and  pious  King, 
who  wonderfully  promoted  Religion.  Vijlney 
was  now  taken  up  into  Heaven,  there  being  no 
further  need  of  his  prefervation  ; for  when  this 
Age  is  concluded,  there  lhall  be  a full  end  of  all 
things.  The  Brammanes  fuppofe  this  Age  fliall 
be  longer  then  any  of  the  reft,  in  the  end  whereof 
Ruddery  fliall  be  taken  up  into  Heaven : thefe  four 
ages  they  call  by  thefe  four  names,  Curtain , 
Duaupcr,  Tetrajoo  and  Kotee ; they  hold  the 
manner  of  thefe  laft  judgements  fliall  be  by  fire, 
when  all  lhall  be  deftroyed  ; and  fo  the  four  Ages 
of  the  world  fliall  be  deftroyed  by  the  four  Ele- 
* ments.  And  then  fliall  Ruddery  carry  up  the  fouls 
of  all  people  to  Heaven  with  him,  to  reft  in  Gods 
bofome,  but  the  bodyes  fliall  all  perifli  : fo  that 
they  believe  not  the  refurredlion  ; for  they  fay 
Heaven  being  a place  that  is  pure,  they  hold  it 
cannot  be  capable  of  fuch  grofs  fubftances. 

This  is  the  fum  of the  Banians  Religion,  wherein 
you  find  much  of  fancy  and  conceit  as  to  make  it  be 
fo  antient,  and  the  number  four  to  be  ufed  fo  often, 
asyouhave  heard  the  meaningofthethree creatures, 
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I fuppofe  alludes  to  the  Trinity;  but  infteadofa 
confirmation  and  proof  of  a Trinity,  they  would 
make  a Ouaternity  thereof,  in  the  name  ; I fup- 
pofe, they  (as  well  as  other  Nations  who  differ 
from  us  in  Religion)  had  read  over  our  Bible,  and 
fuppofing  that  but  fiflions,  were  refolved  to  make 
a Law  of  their  own,  to  be  fomewhat  like  that  of 
ours ; which  how  they  have  done  you  have  already 
heard  : I fhall  now  likewife  give  you  a brief  ac- 
count of  the  Religion  ufed  by  the  Perfees,  and  fo 
put  an  end  to  this  Chapter. 

Thefe  Perfees  are  a People  defcended  from  the 
antient  Perfoans,  who  lived  in  much  fplendor,  but 
warrs  coming  among  them,  they  were  diffipated, 
and  the  Mahometans  who  invaded  them,  com- 
pelledfeveral  to  leave  their  antient  Religion  for  that 
of  the  Mahometan  : which  they  refufing,  expofed 
themfelves  to  a voluntary  banifhment,  and  there- 
fore carried  what  of  their  fubftance  they  could 
with  them  : they  fought  for  a new  place  of  habi- 
tation, and  at  length  found  it  in  this  Country,  where 
they  now  inhabit,  being  admitted  to  ufe  their  own 
Religion,  but  yielding  themfelves  in  fubje£tion  to 
the  government  of  the  Nation,  and  paying  homage 
and  tribute,  their  Religion  beingdifferent  fromthe 
reft  of  the  Inhabitants,  I fhall  thus  defcribe  to  you. 

They  affirm  that  before  any  thing  was,  there 
was  a God,  who  made  the  Heavens,  and  the  Earth, 
and  all  things  therein  conteined  : at  fix  times  or 
labours,  and  between  each  labour,  he  re  fled  five 
dayes,  firft,  He  made  the  Heavens  with  their 
Orbs,  adorned  with  great  lights  and  leffer,  as  the 
Sun,  Moon  and  Stars  ; alfo  the  Angels  whom  he 
placed  in  their  feveral  orders,  according  to  their 
dignities,  which  place  he  ordained  to  be  for  the 
habitations  of  fuch  as  as  fhould  live  holy  in  this 
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life  ; and  this  being  done,  he  refted  five  dayes. 
Then  he  made  Hell  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  world, 
from  which  he  banifhed  all  light  and  comfort, 
wherein  were  feveral  Manfions  that  exceeded 
each  other  in  dolour,  proportioned  for  the  degrees 
of  Offenders  ; about  which  time  Lucifer  the  chief 
of  Angels,  with  other  of  his  Order,  confpiring 
againft  God,  to  gain  the  Soveraignty  and  com- 
mand over  all ; God  threw  him  firft  from  the 
Orb  of  his  happinefs,  together  with  his  confede- 
rates and  accomplices,  damn’d  him  to  Hell, 
the  place  that  was  made  for  offenders,  and  turn’d 
them  from  their  glorious  fhapes,  into  fhapes  black, 
ugly  and  deformed,  till  the  end  of  the  world,  when 
all  offenders  fhall  receive  punifhment ; this  was 
the  fecond  labour.  After  this  God  created  the 
earth  and  waters,  making  this  world  like  a ball, 
in  that  admirable  manner  that  now  it  is;  this 
was  the  third  labour.  The  fourth,  was  to  make 
the  Trees  and  Herbs ; the  fifth,  was  to  make 
Beafts,  Fowls  and  Fifhes  ; and  the  fixth  and  laft, 
Man  and  Woman,  whofe  names  were  Adamah 
and  Evah , and  by  thefe  the  world  was  propagated 
in  this  manner ; God  as  they  affirm,  did  caufe 
Evah  to  bring  forth  two  twins  every  day  for  a 
thoujand years  together,  and  none  dyed.  Lucifer 
being  malicious,  and  endeavouring  to  do  mif- 
chief  God  Jet  certain  Supervifors  over  his 
creatures : Hamuli  had  charge  of  the  Heavens, 
Acob  of  the  Angels,  Foder  of  the  Sim,  Moon,  and 
Stars,  Soreh  of  the  Earth,  Jofah  of  the  Waters, 
Sumbolah  of  the  Beajls  of  the  Field,  Daloo  of 
the  Fifh  of  the  Sea,  Rocan  of  the  Tree  Cooz,  of 
Man  and  Woman,  and  Settan  and  Afud  were 
Guardians  of  Lucifer  and  other  evil  fpirits,  who 
for  all  that  did  fome  mif chief,  the  fins  of  men  oc- 
cajioned  the  deftruflion  of  world  by  a flood  which 
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/pared  only  a few  to  repeople  the  earth , which  was 
done  accordingly  ; and  this  is  their  opinion  of  the 
Creation  and  firft  Age.  As  to  their  Religion,  it 
was  given  them  by  a Law-giver,  whofe  name  was 
Zertooft,  whofe  birth  was  ftrange,  and  breeding 
and  vifions  miraculous  ; the  names  of  his  Father 
and  Mother  were  Efpintaman  and  Dodoo,  he  was 
born  in  Chi?ia , and  great  fame  going  of  him  when 
young,  the  King  of  that  Country  endeavoured  his 
deftru£tion,  but  could  not  bring  it  to  pafs,  for  thofe 
who  were  fent  to  deftroy  him,  had  their  finews 
fhrunk  ; he  being  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age, 
was  taken  with  a great  ficknefs,  the  King  hearing 
thereof,  fent  Phyficians  to  deftroy  him  ; but  Zer- 
toojl  fenfible  of  their  pradtife,  refufed  their  Phy- 
fick,  and  fled  with  his  Father  and  Mother  into 
Perjia  ; in  his  way  meeting  with  Rivers,  he  con- 
geal’d them  them  to  ice,  and  fo  went  over  : he 
arrived  at  Perfia  in  the  time  of  the  Raign  of  Guf- 
tafph  ; it  was  in  that  Country  that  at  his  requefl 
to  God,  he  being  purified,  was  carried  up  into 
heaven,  where  he  heard  the  Almighty  fpeaking, 
as  in  flames  of  fire,  who  revealed  to  him  the 
works  of  the  Creation,  and  what  was  to  come,  and 
gave  him  Laws  for  the  better  government  and 
eftablifhment  of  Religion:  Zertooft  deflred  to  live 
alwayes,  that  he  might  inftrudt  the  world  in  Re- 
ligion ; but  God  anfwered,  That  if  he  fhonld  live 
never  fo  long,  yet  Lucifer  would  do  more  harm  then 
he  fhould  do  good:  but  if  he  defir cd  to  live  fo  long 
as  the  world  endured  he  might.  God  alfo  prefen- 
ted  to  Zertoofl  the  feven  ages  or  times  of  the 
Perfian  Monarchy  ; the  firft  was  the  Golden  Age, 
the  days  of  Guiomaras , fecond,  the  Silver,  the 
dayes  of  Fraydhun : third,  the  Brazen,  the  dayes 
of  Kaykodoy,  the  fourth,  the  Tin,  the  dayes  of 
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Lorafph  ; fifth,  Leaden,  the  dayes  of  Bahaman , 
fixth,  the  Steel,  the  dayes  of  Darab  Segner  ; the 
feventh,  the  Iron  Age,  in  the  Raign  of  Yefdegerd: 
He  finding  by  this  that  the  times  would  be  worfe 
and  worfe,  defired  to  live  no  longer  than  till  he  had 
difcharged  his  Meffage,  and  then  that  he  might 
be  tranflated  to  the  fame  place  of  glory  ; fo  he 
was  reduced  to  his  proper  fenfe,  and  remained  in 
heaven  many  dayes  ; and  then  having  received 
the  Book  of  the  Law,  and  the  heavenly  fire,  he 
was  conveyed  by  an  Angel  to  earth  again.  But 
the  Angel  had  no  fooner  left  him,  but  Lucifer 
met  him  ; but  notwithftanding  his  perfwafions, 
he  went  on  in  his  defigns  of  revealing  the  Law, 
which  he  did  firft  to  his  Father  and  Mother,  and 
by  their  means  it  came  to  the  ears  of  Gujlafph , 
then  King  of  Perfia , who  fending  for  him,  he  told 
the  King  every  circumftance,  fo  that  the  King 
began  to  incline  to  his  religion,  often  fending  for 
and  converting  with  him.  The  Churchmen  of  that 
time  endeavoured  to  put  infamy  upon  Zertoofl , by 
perfwading  the  King  that  he  was  an  Impoftor  and 
of  unclean  living,  for  that  he  had  the  bones  of  hu- 
mane bodies  under  his  bed,  the  King  hearing  this 
fent  to  fearch,  and  found  it  fo  to  be,  for  thefe 
Church-men  had  caufed  them  to  be  conveyed 
thither  ; wherefore  Zertoofl,  by  order  of  the  King, 
was  put  in  prifon:  but  there  happened  an  occa- 
fion,  that  he  was  not  only  foon  releafed,  but  alfo 
brought  into  the  Kings  favour;  for  the  King  hav- 
ing a Horfe,  that  he  prized,  that  fell  fick,  and  no 
perfon  abletocurehim,Z^00/?undertookthe  cure, 
and  performed  it;  and  workingfomeother  miracles, 
wasnowofgood  credit,  and  efteemedasa  man  come 
from  God ; fo  that  now  his  Book  gained  an  efteem, 
and  the  King  himfelf  told  him,  That  if  he  would 
grant  him  four  demands , he  would  believe  his 


37 


Witty  Extravagant. 

Law , and  be  a Profeffor  thereof.  The  demands 
were  thefe;  Firft,  That  he  might  afcend  to  Hea- 
ven, and  defcend  when  he  lift.  Secondly,  That  he 
might  know  what  God  would  do  at  prefent,  and  in 
time  to  come.  Thirdly,  That  he  might  never  dye. 
Fourthly,  That  no  inftrument  whatfoever  might 
have  power  to  wound  or  hurt  him.  Zertooft  did 
confent  that  all  this  might  be  done,  but  not  by 
one  perfon;  and  therefore  to  the  firft,  Guftafph 
had  power  to  afcend  to,  and  defcend  from  Hea- 
ven,  granted  to  him.  The  fecond,  which  was  to 
know  what  would  fall  out,  prefent  and  hereafter, 
was  granted  to  the  Kings  Church-man.  The 
third,  which  was  to  live  for  ever,  was  granted  to 
Guftafph' s eldeft  Son,  named  Difchiton , who  yet 
lives  as  they  fay,  at  a place  in  Perfta,  called  De- 
mawando  Lohoo,  in  a high  Mountain,  with  a 
guard  of  thirty  men;  to  which  place  all  living 
creatures  are  forbidden  to  approach,  left  they 
fhould  live  for  ever,  as  they  do  who  abide 
there.  The  laft,  which  was  never  to  be  wounded 
with  inftrument  or  weapon,  was  granted  to  the 
youngeft  Son  of  Guftafph,  called  Efplandiar.  So 
Guftafph,  and  the  other  three  mentioned,  proving 
the  power  of  thefe  feveral  gifts,  all  determined 
to  live  according  to  the  precepts  in  Zertooft  Book, 
he  unfolding  the  contents  thereof,  which  were 
thefe:  This  Book  contained  three  feveral  Tra6ts, 
the  firft  whereof  was  of  Judicial  Aftrology;  the 
fecond  was  of  Phyfick;  the  third,  was  called  Zer- 
tooft, and  this  was  of  matters  of  Religion : And 
thefe  three  Trafts  were  delivered  to  the  Magi's, 
Phyftcians  and  Church-men,  called  Darooes ; thefe 
Trafls  were  devided  into  Chapters,  feven  were 
in  the  Wifemen  or  Jefopps  Book,  feven  in  the 
Phyftcians,  and  feven  in  the  Darooes  Book ; the 
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two  firft  is  unlawful  or  unneceffary,  I fhall  omit 
it,  and  proceed  to  the  third.  The  Dicifion  of 
men  being  Laity  and  Clergy;  and  thofe  of  the 
Clergy  being  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  Itpleafcd 
God,  fay  the  Perfees,  to  divide  and  apportion  his 
Law  among  thefe  men.  Firft,  therefore,  to  the 
Lay-man  God  gave  five  Commandments  : 

1.  To  have  fhame  over  them,  as  a remedy 
againft  fin,  for  that  will  keep  them  from  oppref- 
fing  his  inferiours,  from  dealing,  from  being 
drunk,  and  from  bearing  falfe  witnefs. 

2.  To  have  fear  alwayes  prefent,  that  they 
might  not  commit  fin. 

3.  When  they  go  about  any  thing,  to  think 
whether  it  be  good  or  bad,  fo  to  do  it  or  let  it 
alone. 

4.  That  the  fight  of  God’s  creatures,  in  the  morn- 
ing put  them  in  mind  to  give  God  thanks  for  them. 

5.  That  when  they  pray  by  day,  they  turn 
their  faces  towards  the  Sun ; and  by  night  to- 
wards the  Moon. 

Thefe  are  the  precepts  enjoyned  the  Lay-men, 
thofe  of  the  common  Church-man  follow,  who 
are  bound  to  keep,  not  only  thefe  appropriated 
to  him,  but  the  preceding  precepts. 

1.  To  pray  after  the  manner  is  defcribed  in 
Zundaveftaw,  forGod  isbeft  pleafed  with  that  form. 

2.  To  keep  his  eyes  from  coveting  any  thing 
that  is  anothers. 

3.  To  have  a great  care  to  fpeak  the  truth  al- 
wayes, becaufe  Lucifer  is  the  Father  of  falfhood. 

4.  To  meddle  with  no  bodies  bufinefs  but  his 
own,  and  not  meddle  with  the  things  of  the  world; 
for  the  Lay-man  fhall  provide  all  things  needful 
for  him. 

5.  To  learn  the  Zundaveftaw  by  heart,  that  he 
may  teach  the  Lay-man. 
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6.  To  keep  himfelf  pure  as  from  dead  carcafes, 
or  unclean  meats,  left  he  be  defiled. 

7.  To  forgive  all  injuries,  in  imitation  of  God, 
who  daily  forgives  us. 

8.  To  teach  the  common  people  to  pray,  to 
pray  with  them  for  any  good:  and  when  they 
come  to  the  place  of  worfhip,  to  joyn  in  common 
prayer  together. 

9.  To  give  Licence  for  Marriage,  and  to  marry 
men  and  women,  the  Parents  not  having  power 
to  do  it  without  the  confent  of  the  Herbood. 

10.  To  fpend  the  greateft  part  of  their  time  in 
the  Temple,  that  he  maybe  ready  on  all  occafions. 

11.  And  laft  Injunction  is,  upon  pain  of  Dam- 
nation, to  believe  no  other  Law  but  that  of  Zer- 
toojl,  and  not  to  add  to  it,  nor  diminifh  it. 

Thefe  are  the  precepts  enjoyned  the  Herbood , 
the  Dijioore  being  the  High  Prieft,  who  com- 
mands all  the  reft,  is  enjoyned  not  only  thefe  of 
the  Layman  or  Behedin , thefe  of  the  Herbood  or 
Churchmen,  but  13  more  of  his  own,  which  are 
thefe  that  follow. 

1.  That  he  muft  never  touch  any  of  a ftrange 
Caft  or  Se<ft,  of  what  Religion  foever ; nor  any  Lay- 
man of  his  own  Religion,  but  he  muft  walh  himfelf. 

2.  That  he  muft  do  all  his  own  work,  in  token 
of  humility,  and  for  purity,  viz.  Set  his  own  hearbs, 
Sow  his  own  grain,  and  drefs  his  own  meat,  unlefs 
he  have  a Wife  to  do  it  for  him,  which  is  not  ufuaL 

3.  That  he  take  Tyth  or  Tenth  of  the  BeJiedin , 
as  Gods  due,  and  difpofe  of  it  as  he  thinks  fit. 

4.  That  he  muft  ufe  no  Pomp  or  fuperfluity, 
but  either  give  all  awayin  charity,  or  beftow  it  in 
building  of  Temples. 

5.  That  his  houfe  be  near  the  Church,  where 
he  muft  retire  himfelf,  living  reclufe  in  Prayer. 

6.  That  he  muft  live  purer  than  others,"  both 
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in  frequent  wafhings  and  dyet,  and  alfo  fequefter 
himfelf  from  his  Wife  in  time  of  her  pollutions. 

7.  That  he  be  learned,  and  knowing  all  the 
feveral  Books  of  Zertooji , as  well  the  Aftrological 
and  Phyfical  parts,  as  the  other. 

8.  That  he  muff  never  eat  and  drink  exceffively. 

9.  That  he  fear  no  body  but  God,  and  fin;  and 
not  fear  what  Lucifer  can  do  to  him. 

10.  That  God  having  given  him  power  in  mat- 
ters of  the  foul ; therefore  when  any  man  fins  he 
may  tell  him  of  it,  be  he  never  fo  great ; and 
every  man  is  to  obey  him,  as  one  that  fpeaketh 
not  his  own  caufe,  but  Gods. 

1 1.  That  he  be  able  to  difcern  in  what  manner 
God  comes  to  reveal  himfelf,  in  what  manner 
Lucifer. 

12.  That  he  reveal  not  what  God  manifefteth 
to  him  by  Vifions. 

13.  That  he  keep  an  ever-living  fire,  that  never 
may  go  out;  which  being  kindled  by  that  fire 
that  Zertoofl  brought  from  heaven,  may  endure 
for  all  ages,  till  fire  lhall  come  to  deftroy  all  the 
world,  and  that  he  fay  his  prayers  over  it. 

This  is  a Summary  of  thofe  precepts  contained 
in  the  book  of  their  Law,  that  Zertoofl  is  by  them 
affirmed  to  bring  from  heaven;  and  that  religion 
which  Guflafph  with  his  followers  embraced,  per- 
fwaded  by  the  afore-mentioned  Miracles  wrought 
by  Zertoofl  among  them. 

The  3 d.  particular  in  this  Tra£t  is  the  rights 
and  ceremonies  obferved  by  this  Se£t,  differenc- 
ing them  from  others. 

Firft,  Though  their  Law  allows  them  great 
liberty  in  meats  and  drinks;  yet  becaufe  they 
will  not  difpleafe  the  Banians  and  Moors,  they 
abftain  from  Kine  and  Hogsflefh;  they  eat 
alone,  and  drink  in  feveral  Cups.: 
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2.  They  obferve  6 Feafts  in  the  Year,  accord- 
ing to  the  6 works  of  the  Creation. 

3.  As  for  their  Fafts,  after  every  one  of  their 
Feafts  they  eat  but  one  Meale  a day  for  5 days 
together;  and  when  they  eat  Flefli  they  carry 
part  of  it  to  the  Temple  as  an  offering. 

Their  worfhip  of  Fire  is  taken  from  Zertoofis 
bringing  it  from  Heaven,  and  it  being  enjoyned 
them : for  the  nature  of  it,  that  which  he  brought, 
could  not  be  extinguifhed;  whether  that  be  pre- 
ferred is  unknown,  but  upon  effect  thereof  they 
are  licenfed  to  compofe  a fire  of  feveral  mixtures, 
which  is  of  feven  forts;  when  they  meet  about 
that  ceremony  beftowed  on  this  Fire,  the  Def- 
toore  or  Herbood , together  with  the  Affembly  en- 
compafs  it  about,  and  ftanding  about  11  or  12 
foot  diftance,  the  Deftoore  or  Herbood  uttereth  this 
fpeech.  That  forafmnch  as  Fire  was  delivered  to 
Zertooft  their  Law-giver  from  God  Almighty , 
who  pronounced  it  to  be  his  vertne  and  excellence, 
that  therefore  they  fhould  reverence  it,  and  not 
abufe  it  in  the  ordinary  ufe  thereof  ] as  to  put  water 
in  it,  or  fpit  in  it,  &c. 

At  the  birth  of  a child  the  Daroo  or  Church- 
man is  fent  for,  who  calculates  the  nativity  of  the 
Child,  and  the  Mother  names  it  without  any  ce- 
remony; after  this  it  is  carried  to  the  Church, 
and  water  is  poured  thereon,  and  prayer  ufed. 
That  God  woidd  cleanfe  it  from  the  uncleannefs  of 
the  Father,  and  menftruous  pollutions  of  the  Mo- 
ther. At  7 years  of  age  he  is  led  by  the  Parents 
into  the  Church  to  have  Confirmation,  where  he 
is  taught  Prayers,  and  inftru6led  in  Religion, 
and  being  waftied,  he  is  cloathed  in  a linnen 
Caffock,  and  other  habits,  which  he  ordinarily 
wears,  and  fo  is  admitted  into  their  Se6t. 
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They  have  a five-fold  kind  of  marriage,  for 
which  they  have  feveral  terms;  the  moft  fingular, 
is  that  of  hiring  a mans  Son  or  Daughter  to  be 
marched  to  their  dead  Daughter  or  Son,  with 
whom  they  are  contracted.  The  ceremony  ob- 
ferved  in  their  Marriages  is  performed  at  Mid- 
night, not  in  the  Church,  but  upon  a bed,  by  two 
Churchmen,  one  in  behalf  of  the  Man,  the  other 
in  behalf  of  the  Woman,  who  ask  if  they  are  wil- 
ling to  be  married,  and  theyjoyn  hands,  the  Man 
promifing  to  provide  for  the  Woman,  and  give 
her  fome  Gold  to  bind  her  to  him;  and  the  Wo- 
man promifeth  all  fhe  hath  is  his;  then  the 
Churchmen  fcattering  rice,  prays  that  they  may 
be  fruitful,  and  fo  they  conclude,  celebrating  the 
Marriage  feaft  for  8 days  together. 

As  for  burial  they  have  two  places  or  Tombs, 
built  of  a round  form,  a pretty  height  from  the 
ground;  within  they  are  paved  with  ftone,  in  a 
fhelving  manner,  in  the  midft  a hollow  pit  to  re- 
ceive the  confumed  bones;  about  the  walls  are 
the  fhrowded  and  fheeted  Carkaffes  laid  both  of 
Men  and  Women,  expofed  to  the  open  Air.  Thefe 
2 Tombs  are  diftant  from  one  another;  the  one  is 
for  the  good  livers,  the  other  for  the  wicked. 
When  any  are  fick  unto  death,  the  Herbood  is  fent 
for,  who  prays  in  the  ears  of  the  fick  man:  and 
when  he  is  dead  he  is  carried  on  an  Iron  biere; 
all  who  accompany  them  are  interdicted  all 
fpeech;  only  the  Churchman,  when  the  body  is 
laid  in  the  burial  place,  faith  thus,  This  our  Brother 
whiljl  he  lived  confijled  of  the  4 Elements , now  he 
is  dead  let  each  take  his  own , Earth  to  Earth , A ir 
to  Air , Water  to  Watar,  and  Fire  to  Fire.  This 
done  they  pray  to  Sertun  and  Afud , that  they 
would  keep  the  Devils  from  their  deceafed  Bro- 
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ther  when  he  repairs  to  their  holy  Fire  to  purge 
himfelf ; for  they  fuppofe  the  Soul  wandreth  three 
days  on  the  earth,  in  which  time  Lrtcifer  moleft- 
eth  it;  for  fecurity  from  which  moleftation,  it 
flyes  to  their  fire,  feeking  prefervation  there; 
which  time  concluded,  it  receiveth  juftice  or  re- 
ward, Hell  or  Heaven;  and  therefore  they  for 
thofe  three  days  offer  up  Prayers  Morning  Noon 
and  Night,  that  God  would  be  merciful  to  the 
Soul  departed,  and  forgive  his  fins.  After  three 
days  are  expired  they  make  a feftival,  and  con- 
clude their  mourning. 


CHAP.  III. 

The  Arrival  of  the  Englifh  Fleety  His  entertain- 
ing of  fix  Englifhmen , an  account  of  whofe  Ad- 
ventures is  promifed  him  by  one  of  the  Company . 

I Had  now  fpent  feveral  Months  in  my  Voyage 
by  Sea,  perambulations  by  Land,  and  obfer- 
vations  of  the  Country  in  general,  and  this  more 
particular  difcovery  of  the  Laws  and  manners 
both  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical  of  the  Inhabitants; 
a juft  account  whereof  I have  given  you  in  the 
foregoing  Chapters:  And  now  we  dayly  expec- 
ted the  return  of  Ships  from  England,  and  there- 
fore every  one  provided  to  be  furnifhed  with  all 
things  neceffary  againft  their  arrival:  The  Mer- 
chants who  were  refident  on  fhore  had  every  day 
feveral  forts  of  commodities  brought  out  of  the 
Country  in  Waggons  drawn  by  Oxen,  fo  that 
their  Storehoufes  were  filled ; and  I for  my  part 
provided  my  felf  with  all  forts  of  Liquors  and 
Victuals  that  the  Country  afforded. 

At  the  time  ufual  the  Fleet  arrived,  which  con- 
fifted  of  4 Ships,  whereof  3 was  on  the  account 
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of  the  Company,  and  the  4th  by  their  permiflion, 
came  as  an  Interloper:  Thofe  that  came  on  ac- 
count of  the  Company  were  provided  with  all 
things  neceffary,  by  the  order  of  the  Conful  or 
Prefident;  and  the  other  Ships  Company  being 
left  to  fhift  for  themfelves,  took  up  my  houfe  for 
their  quarters.  The  chief  of  the  Company  that 
lodged  with  me  confifted  of  6 perfons,  two  where- 
of feemed  to  be  very  handfome  young  men,  of 
about  18  years  of  age;  thefe  two  were  very  well 
refpefled,  as  well  by  the  Captain  as  the  others 
his  Companions;  they  were  all  very  frolick,  blith, 
and  merry,  and  feveral  times  laughed  at  feveral 
adventures  that  had  befall’n  them  during  the 
Voyage. 

Though  the  Captain  of  this  Ship  came  not  on  the 
Companies  account,  yet  he  was  very  richly  loaden, 
and  was  dire£led  to  fuch  perfons  of  this  Country  as 
would  be  fure  to  do  his  bufinefs  for  him ; neither 
was  he  a ftranger  therein,  for  he  had  been  here 
twice  before,  and  was  acquainted  with  moft  of  the 
Banians , who  are  fo  curious  and  diligent  obfer- 
vers,  that  if  they  fee  a man  but  once,  if  he  ever 
return,  though  feveral  years  after,  yet  they  will 
know  him  again,  efpecially  if  they  have  had  any 
trading  with  them ; and  they  have  fo  good  a con- 
ceit of  our  Countrymen,  that  they  will  oftentimes 
trull  a Captain  with  2 or  300 /.  worth  of  Commo- 
dities from  one  year  to  another,  only  giving  them 
common  intereft;  and  as  to  their  ordinary  dealing 
and  bargaining,theyare  at  aword,and  there  is  mo- 
ney to  be  faved  by  dealing  with  them,  and  trulling 
them,  for  if  you  diflrull  them,  then  you  lhall  pay  fo 
much  the  more;  if  you  trull  them  they  will  provide 
your  goods  as  cheap  or  cheaper  than  you  can  your 
felfdo  it,  though  never  fo  well  experienced  therein; 
I needed  not  to  acquaint  our  Captain  with  any  of 
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their  fafhions,  for  he  well  enough  underftood  it 
himfelf ; but  I affifted  him  and  fome  of  the  reft  in 
exchanging  their  monies  ; for  the  Banians  allow 
no  more  for  any  Silver  or  Gold  Coin  than  it  weighs; 
for  it  will  nevergoe  currant  there,  till  it  be  changed 
or  minted  into  the  Coin  of  the  Country. 

Four  of  my  Guefts,  Viz.  The  Captain,  and  three 
of  the  reft  did  employ  themfelves  in  looking  after 
the  Ships  unlading  ; but  the  other  two,  who  were 
the  youngeft  (and  therefore,  as  I thought,  fitteft 
to  take  pains)  did  ftill  ftay  at  home  in  my  houfe, 
or  elfe  walk  out  for  their  recreation.  This,  and 
fome  other  thingsthat  I obferved,  made  me  curious 
in  my  obfervations  of  them  in  all  their  a6tions, 
fufpefting  they  were  either  perfonages  of  greater 
quality  than  ordinary,  or  that  there  was  fome 
other  myftery  in  the  cafe : but  they  being  as 
cunning  as  my  felf  concealed  that  from  me  which 
I fince  knew,  though  I tryed  them  with  feveral 
fpeeches  and  difcourfes,  in  which  I thought  my 
felf  cunning  enough ; I obferved  this,  that  thefe 
two  young  men  never  lay  together,  but  fometimes 
the  Captain  lay  with  one  of  them,  and  another 
perfon  of  his  company  with  the  other.  The 
greater  part  of  their  bufmefs  being  for  the  prefent 
difpatched,  they  often  times  (laid  at  home  and 
feafted,  where  they  drank  off  great  quantities  of 
Perfoan  Wine,  and  other  the  Country  drinks,  the 
beft  I could  get  for  them.  They  having  all 
drank  one  time  to  a good  height,  and  being  very 
merry,  the  Captain  asked  which  was  the  beft 
houfe  for  handfome  Women  now.  I informed 
him  of  the  beft  I knew  ; but  fays  he,  yee  have  no 
Englifh  Girls  here , no  faid  I,  feldom  any  fuch 
bleffings  come  into  this  Country,  we  are  forced 
to  content  our  felves  with  the  brown  Natives  : / 
believe , faid  the  Captain,  if  thefe  two  young  men , 
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William  and  George  (for  fuch  was  the  names  of 
the  two  young  men  I fpake  of)  were  hanfomly 
dreji  in  Womens  cloaths , they  would  pafs  for  han- 
fom  Women.  I then  of  a fudden  turning  my  eyes 
towards  the  parties  he  fpake  of,  faw  that  their 
cheeks  were  dy’d  of  a Vermilion  hew,  deeper  than 
lately  they  had  acquired  by  drinking : This  caufed 
me  to  diftruft  fomething  ; but  the  reft  of  the  Com- 
pany falling  into  a kind  of  a laughter,  which  I fup- 
pofed  was  fomewhat  forced,  they  altered  their  dif- 
courfe,  and  began  a frefh  health  to  all  their  friends 
in  England,  which  I pledged  them  with  a very 
good  will,  telling  them  that  I had  fome,  whofe 
company  I had  heartily  wiflied  for  ; what  are  they, 
faid  the  Captain  ; Sir,  faid  I,  they  are  fuch  as  I 
beleeve  you  love,  that  is,  hanfom  Women  in  ge- 
neral ; and  of  thefe  I had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
particularly  and  intimately  acquainted  with 
feveral.  At  the  ending  of  this  difcourfe,  I was 
called  for  down  to  attend  fome  of  my  guefts  who 
were  going,  which  having  done,  I again  went  up, 
where  I found  the  Captain  and  the  reft  in  a {land- 
ing pofture,  ready  likewife  to  be  gone,  at  which  I 
wondred,  but  let  them  take  their  pleafures : So 
five  of  my  fix  guefts  left  me,  and  he  had  gone  too 
had  he  not  been  a little  fluftred,  and  then  a fleep. 
After  they  were  gone  feveral  thoughts  poffeft  my 
mind  of  what  thefe  two  youngeft  perfons  fhould 
be  ; and  it  was  long  ere  I could  hit  upon  the  right, 
but  having  one  perfon  in  the  houfe,  with  whom  I 
was  more  intimate  than  the  reft,  I refolved  to 
ufe  my  utmoft  intereft  with  him  to  be  fatisfyed: 
he  in  few  hours  awaked,  and  would  have  been 
gone  after  his  companions  ; but  I fo  far  prevailed 
with  him,  that  he  lay  there  that  night  ; and  be- 
caufe  I would  have  the  better  opportunity  for  my 
difcourfe,  I lay  with  him  \ when  we  were  in  Bed, 
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I told  him,  that  I could  heartily  with  I could  ac- 
commodate him  with  a female  Bedfellow  ; he  re- 
plyed,  that  would  do  very  well ; I offered  my  af- 
fiftance  in  procuring  the  beft  of  our  Country,  but 
he  was  cold  in  his  reply ; whereupon  I told  him, 
that  by  that  time  he  had  been  fo  long  in 
the  Country  as  I had,  he  would  be  glad  of 
one  of  thofe  whom  I fometimes  made  a fhift 
to  fpend  a night  with  : but  continued  I,  I had 

rather  be  at  Mother  Cr in  Moorfields:  Are 

you  acquainted  there,  replyed  my  Bedfellow, 
yes,  faid  I,  and  at  moft  of  thofe  houfes  of  hofpi- 
tality  in  or  about  London,  to  which  Colledges  I 
was  a good  Benefactor  ; why,  faid  my  Bedfellow, 
you  have  bin  right;  or  elfe  I had  never  come 
hither,  faid  I : whereupon  I acquainted  him  with 
many  of  my  rambles  about  Londoti,  and  gave  him 
fuch  fatisfaftion  in  my  difcourfe  that  he  began  to 
be  more  free  with  me  ; and  then  I conjured  him 
to  deal  truly  with  me  in  refolving  me  one  queftion, 
to  which  he  promifed  me,  that  he  would  : I hav- 
ing gained  thus  much  upon  him,  told  him  that  my 
requeft  was  to  know  what  thofe  two  young  per- 
fons  were,  which  were  called  William  and  George: 
truly  faid  he,  you  could  not  have  asked  me  any  thing 
that  I fhould  be  more  unwilling  to  difcover  than 
that ; but  fince  I have  promifed  you  I will  tell 
you,  and  that  the  truth  without  any  difguife,  pro- 
vided, you  fwear  to  me,  not  to  difcover  or  take 
any  notice  thereof  without  my  confent,  to  this  I 
agreed,  and  having  fworn  to  him,  he  told  me,  that 
they  were  not  of  thofe  names,  nor  fex,  that  they 
went  for,  but  Women.  I told  him  I had  long  fince 
doubted  fo  much,  and  now  I knew  it,  I would  take 
no  notice  thereof,  but  rather  affift  than  hinder  any 
defign  wherein  there  was  fo  much  pleafure,  for  I 
had  bin  as  very  a wag  as  any  of  them,  and  had  in 
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my  time  run  through  as  many  and  various  ad- 
ventures as  any  man  of  my  age  ; he  hearing  me 
fay  fo,  asked  me  where  I had  lived,  and  the  mod 
part  of  my  life  : I without  any  diffembling,  gave 
him  a fhort  account  of  my  life,  which  fo  pleafed 
him,  that  we  fpent  moft  part  of  the  night  therein, 
and  at  my  earned  requeft  he  promifed  me  that 
the  next  day,  he  would  give  me  an  account  of  his 
life,  and  adventures,  wherein  faid  he,  you  will  find 
fo  many  different  chances  of  fortune,  as  had  hardly 
befallen  any  man,  and  I hope  faid  he,  I (hall  be 
able  to  give  you  a good  account  thereof  : for  fince 
my  coming  from  England,  I have  had  time  to  recol- 
lect my  felf,  of  fome  things  that  elfe  I had  for- 
gotten, but  now  I have  placed  the  chief  paffages 
of  my  life  into  fuch  a Method,  as  I fhall  be  very 
exa<5t  in  ; though  I was  impatient  to  hear  what 
he  promifed  me,  yet  the  night  being  far  fpent, 
fleep  feized  on  us  both  for  fome  hours,  but  awak- 
ing in  the  morning,  and  putting  him  in  mind  of 
his  promife,  after  a mornings  draught  taken,  and 
a command  that  none  fhould  interrupt  us,  he 
began  as  follows. 


I 


Witty  Extravagant. 


49 


CHAP.  IV. 

The  Traveller  defcribeth  the  place  of  his  birth  and 
Parents , the  death  of  his  elder  Brother , and  how 
through  the  perfivafoon  of  his  Father;  he  rejolvcd 
to  follow  thieving. 

Twas  born  in  Goldm-Lane,  a place  fcituate  in 
the  Suburbs  of  London,  my  Fathers  name  was 
Ifaac,  and  by  reafon  of  his  fmall  ftature  was  com- 
monly called  little  Ifaac,  being  a native  of  the 
fame  place,  and  by  profeffion  a Cobler  ; but  fuch 
was  his  courage  that  he  was  much  troubled  when 
any  one  called  him  Cobler  ; and  would  reply, 
that  he  was  a Tranflator,  or  a Tranfmographer 
of  fhooes.  His  Wife,  who  I believe  was  my 
Mother,  was  named  Urfula  ; the  was  in  the  be- 
ginning of  her  dayes  one  of  thofe  fort  of  people 
that  we  call  Gipfies,  or  Canting- Beggars,  and  my 
Father  travelling  into  the  Country,  and  wanting 
money  to  pay  for  a bed  at  night,  he  was  forced 
to  take  up  his  lodging  in  a barn,  where  he  firft 
came  to  be  acquainted  with  my  Mother  ; whether 
they  were  ever  married  or  no,  I cannot  tell, 
though  I fuppofe  they  only  took  each  others 
words,  as  being  willing  to  fave  the  charge  of  a 
Priefts-hire.  But  notwithflanding  the  darknefs 
of  her  complexion  (as  thofe  fort  of  people  com- 
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monly  have,)  there  is  not  fo  bad  a Jill,  but  there 
is  as  bad  a Jack,  for  it  was  not  long  before  the 
hornifid  my  Father  by  a Banbury  Tinker:  which 
thing  was  fo  well  known  amongft  the  neighbors, 
that  they  would  commonly  make  horns  with  their 
fingers,  and  point  at  him  as  he  palled  along  the 
ftreets.  My  eldeft  brother  at  feven  years  of  age 
attained  to  fuch  ingenuity  that  he  feldom  carried 
home  any  mended  fhooes  to  a Gentlemans  or 
Citizens  houfe,  but  he  would  filch  either  linnen, 
filver-fpoons,  or  fomething  elfe  of  worth,  which 
by  negligent  fervants  was  not  laid  up  fafely  ; 
which  trade  he  drave  for  fome  fpace  of  time, 
being  by  reafon  of  his  childifh  years  not  in  the 
leaft  fufpe6led,  but  the  pitcher  goes  not  fo  often 
to  the  well,  but  at  length  it  comes  broken  home: 
In  proceffe  of  time  he  was  taken  with  the  theft, 
and  for  the  fame  carried  to  Newgate , where  poor 
little  Angel  (peace  be  with  him)  he  dyed  in  pri- 
fon,  under  the  pennance  of  a difcipline  which  was 
applied  to  him  with  a little  too  much  rigour. 

Our  whole  family  fmarted  in  his  punifhment, 
my  father  fighed,  my  mother  fobbed,  and  I want- 
ed my  part  of  thofe  dainty  morfels,  which  his 
theft  furnifhed  us  withall,  for  by  him  my  father 
drave  a pretty  trade ; having  thofe  who  always 
furnifhed  him  with  ready  money  for  whatfoever 
he  brought,  and  indeed  his  lofs  would  have 
utterly  difconfolated  my  father,  but  the  great 
hopes  that  he  had  in  mee,  who  was  now  come  to 
the  fame  age  that  my  brother  was  of  when  he 
firft  began  to  exercife  his  gifts  in  the  myftery  of 
theivery  ; and  that  I might  tread  the  fame  fteps 
that  my  brother  had  done  before  me,  my  father 
(upon  a certain  day,  when  my  mother  and  he  and 
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I were  alone  by  our  felves)  began  thus  for  to  en- 
do6lrinate  me. 

My  fon  (faid  he)  the  profeffion  of  a thief  is  not 
of  fo  bafe  repute  as  the  world  gives  it  out,  con- 
fidering  what  brave  men  have  in  former  times 
exercifed  themfelves  in  this  way  : I have  heard 
the  Clerk  of  our  parifh  fay,  who  I affure  you  was 
a well  read  man,  that  Robin  Hood  that  famous 
thief  was  in  his  yonger  dayes  Earl  of  Hunting- 
don ; and  that  Alexander  the  Great  was  no  better 
then  a thief  in  robbing  other  Princes  of  their 
Kingdoms  and  Crowns.  ( This  it  feems  he  Jpakc 
in  vindication  of  the  Sexton , who  ufed  to  rob  the 
dead  corps  of  their  fheets  and  [hirts,  and  thofe  other 
neceffaries  which  they  carried  along  with  them  in 
their  voyage  to  heaven .)  I tell  thee  he  who  fteales 
not,  knows  not  how  to  live  in  this  world,  nay 
doth  not  almoft  each  thing  in  the  world  teach  us 
for  to  fteal  ? doe  we  not  fee  youth  fteal  upon 
infancy,  manhood  fteale  upon  youth,  and  old  age 
upon  manhood,  until  at  laft  death  ftealeth  upon 
us  undifcern’d  and  bringeth  us  to  our  long  homes: 
How  doth  fummer  fteal  on  the  fpring,  autumn 
on  fummer,  and  winter  on  autumn,  untill  all  the 
whole  year  is  ftole  out  of  our  fight.  Pray  what 
doe  rich  Farmers  and  griping  Cormorants,  but 
fteal  when  they  exa£t  in  their  prices  of  corn,  and 
grind  the  faces  of  the  poor ; and  how  can  {hop- 
keepers  wipe  off  the  afperfion  of  theft  from 
themfelves  when  they  fell  a commodity  for  twice 
the  worth  of  it,  and  thereby  cozen  the  buyer  ; fo 
that  we  fee  if  things  be  rightly  fcanned,  there  be 
more  thieves  in  the  world  than  only  Taylors, 
Millers,  and  Weavers.  And  what  I pray  you 
makes  Serjants,  Bayliffs,  and  Catchpoles  fo  to 
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envy  us,  and  perfecute  us  as  they  doe,  but  that 
one  trade  ftill  envies  and  malignes  another  ; and 
would  by  their  good  wills  fuffer  no  other  theives 
but  themfelves  ; this  it  is  that  makes  them  fo 
double  diligent  in  the  furprizal  of  us,  though 
oftentimes  our  craft  foreftals  their  malice,  as  I 
fhall  inftance  to  you  in  one  memorable  example. 

My  felf  and  two  of  my  comrades  had  agreed 
to  rob  a rich  Ufurer,  whofe  younger  brother  hav- 
ing vitioufly  wafted  his  eftate,  was  forced  to  take 
this  his  brothers  houfe  for  fan£luary,  where  he 
kept  as  clofe  as  a fnail  in  his  (hell,  unlefs  only  at 
fuch  times  when  as  he  imagined  the  darknefs  of 
the  night  might  fhrewd  him  in  obfcurity,  he  fo 
dreaded  thefe  fhoulder  clappers,  who  ftick  clofer 
to  a man  than  a bur  on  his  cloak,  for  being  once 
got  into  their  clutches,  you  may  as  foon  wring 
Hercules  club  out  of  his  fift,  as  get  free  from  their 
fingers  ; and  herein  have  thieves  a great  priviledge 
over  debters,  for  the  mold  notorious  thief  that 
ever  was,  once  in  a months  time  he  is  carted  out 
of  prifon,  as  others  for  fmaller  matters  are  freed 
from  durance  by  following  the  cart,  where  a fel- 
low with  a catt  of  nine  tayles  doth  play  him  fuch 
a leffon,  as  makes  him  to  skip  and  mount  for  joy 
of  his  deliverance  ; but  with  a poor  debter  the 
cafe  is  far  different,  for  being  once  in  prifon,  the 
beft  teame  of  Horfes  that  ever  drew  in  a waggon, 
cannot  draw  him  out  from  thence  without  a filver 
hook. 

But  to  fpeak  of  that  (fome)  which  more  properly 
belongs  unto  thee  (for  I fuppofe  thou  wilt  never 
attain  to  fuch  credit  as  for  to  be  laid  up  in  prifon 
for  debt,)  by  the  help  of  a fervant  of  the  houfe,  who 
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went  fharers  with  us  in  our  prey,  we  got  a falfe 
key  made  to  the  back  door,  whereby  (one  night) 
we  attained  an  eafie  entrance,  and  loaded  our 
felves,  to  our  hearts,  content ; but  in  our  return 
one  of  our  companions  chanced  to  fneeze,  and 
therewithal  brake  wind  fo  violently  behind,  that 
it  waked  the  old  ufurer,  who  fufpitious  of  the  leaft 
noife  prefently  cryed  out  Thieves , thieves:  Trujiy 
Roger  his  man  was  very  ready  to  rife  at  firft  allarm, 
fearing  that  our  difcovery  might  prove  prejudicial 
to  his  liberty,  and  lighting  a candle,  pretended  to 
fearch  every  hole  in  the  houfe,  into  which  it  was 
poffible  for  a moufe  to  enter ; In  the  meane  time 
we  lay  clofe,  yet  not,  unperceived  by  this  falfe 
fervant,  who  very  formally  told  his  Matter  that 
all  was  fafe  and  well,  and  that  he  might  take  his 
reft  without  any  fear  ; But  the  dread  of  his  hear- 
ing us  prolonged  our  ftay,  fo  long,  that  day  began 
to  approach,  whereupon  fearing  more  danger  from 
without  than  from  within,  we  prepared  for  our  de- 
parture, but  having  opened  the  door,  we  found 
that  we  had  leapt  out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the 
fire,  and  by  fhunning  Scylla  were  fallen  into  Cha- 
ribdis,  for  four  of  thefe  Catchpoles  were  waiting 
at  the  door  for  the  Ufurers  brother,  having  intel- 
ligence belike  that  he  ufed  to  make  the  dusky 
morning  and  dark  evening  the  two  fhrowds  that 
carried  him  fafely  out  and  into  his  Brothers  houfe  ; 
Now  I going  out  of  the  door  firft,  one  of  thefe  ro- 
buftious  fellows  laid  hands  upon  me,  taking  me 
for  the  party  they  waited  for,  my  two  companions 
endeavouring  to  refcue  me  were  feized  on  by  the 
other  three  Baylifs,  fo  that  we  feeing  no  hopes 
of  efcape,  refolved  to  cry  whore  firft,  and  with 
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full  mouth  cryed  out  Thieves , thieves ; Trujiy 
Roger  and  the  man  that  fhould  have  been  arrefted, 
hearing  this  cry,  took  weapons  in  their  hands,  and 
out  of  doors  they  came,  where  Roger  foon  per- 
ceiving how  the  bufinefs  went  ah  you  Rogues 
(faid  he)  doe  you  come  to  rob  my  M after'?  and  there- 
upon laid  fo  nimbly  about  him,  being  feconded 
by  the  other,  that  the  Bailiffs  were  glad  to  let  us 
go  to  defend  themfelves.  Whileft  they  were  thus 
bufied  in  pelting  each  other,  we  flipped  away  with 
our  prize,  and  to  take  a full  revenge  of  thofe 
Catch-poles,  raifed  feveral  of  the  neighbors,  whom 
we  fentto  the  apprehending  of  the  Bayliffs,  whileft 
we  marched  away  in  fafety ; what  became  of  them 
afterwards  I doe  not  know,  onely  this  I tell  thee, 
to  let  thee  fee  that  there  is  not  any  danger  what- 
foever  fo  great,  but  by  wit  and  cunningnefs  may 
be  avoided.  This  ftory  I heard  with  great  at- 
tention which  fo  wrought  upon  my  mind  that  I 
thought  my  felf  no  lefs  than  a fecond  Robin  Hood 
or  little  John , and  thereupon  refolved  to  put  in 
fpeedy  execution  my  fathers  di£tates  which  yet 
proved  very  unfortunate  to  me,  as  you  will  finde 
by  that  which  follows. 
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His  robbing  of  Orchards,  how  he  was  catcht  by  a 
Night-fpell ; the  extremity  their  family  was 
broughi  unto,  and  hoiv  to  relieve  it,  he  robbed 
a Grocer. 

MY  mind  being  thus  fully  fixt  to  follow  thie- 
ving, I began  my  trade  in  robbing  of  Orch- 
ards, returning  home  with  laden  thighs,  the  tro- 
phies, and  fpoils  of  Cherry-trees,  Pear-trees,  and 
Plum-trees.  My  mother  inftead  of  correfling  me 
for  what  I had  done,  encouraged  me  to  proceed  on 
as  I had  begun ; for  indeed  hunger  had  pinched  us 
forely  ever  fince  my  brothers  death,  my  fathers  cre- 
dit being  fo  eclipfed  thereby,  that  until  people  faw 
he  would  mend  his  life,  fcarce  any  one  would  em- 
ploy him  to  mend  their  fhoes.  One  Orchard  I efpe- 
ciallyhaunteditbeingftor’d  with  molt  gallant  fruit, 
whole  very  looks  me  thought  did  cry,  Come  eat  me: 
but  fo  often  I frequented  the  fame,  efpecially  one 
tree  of  more  choice  fruit  than  all  the  reft,  that 
the  owner  of  the  Orchard  (being  a rich  miferable 
chuff,  and  one  who  knew  on  which  fide  his  bread 
was  butter’d)  began  to  miftruft  the  fame,  and 
therefore  that  his  apples  might  not  depart  away 
without  firft  taking  leave  of  him,  he  refolved  for 
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the  future  to  prevent  the  fame,  and  having  fome 
little  skill  in  negromancy,againft  my  next  coming 
heinchanted  his  Orchard  with  a Night-fpel. 

Thishe  placed  at  the  fourcorners  ofhisOrchard, 
in  the  Lour  of  Mars,  and  is  of  fuch  force  being 
rightly  applyed,  that  who  ever  comes  within  the 
bounds  thereof,  mud  be  forced  to  flay  there  till 
Sun-rifing.  Now  I that  knew  not  any  thing  of 
what  was  done,  according  to  my  accuftomed 
courfe,  having  the  dark  night  for  my  coverture, 
boldly  enter’d  the  Orchard,  with  winged  hafte 
afcended  upon  onq  of  the  trees,  where  having 
filled  a bag  with  Apples  which  my  mother  had 
furnifhed  me  withal  for  that  purpofe,  I thought 
to  depart  away  as  formerly  I had  done,  but 
the  cafe  was  quite  alter’d  from  what  was  be- 
fore ; for  I found  my  felf  in  fuch  a Labyrinth  that 
the  beft  clue  of  my  invention  could  not  winde  me 
out  ; Here  did  I wander  about  with  my  bag  on 
my  fhoulders  (having  not  the  power  in  the  leaft 
to  lay  it  down)  till  fuch  time  as  Aurora  begun  to 
u flier  in  the  day,  when  the  old  chuff  enter’d  the 
Orchard  to  fee  what  fifh  his  net  had  caught,  re- 
viving with  feverity  to  punifh  the  Caitifs  that 
bad  ftoln  away  his  goods,  but  in  bead  of  a Gud- 
geon finding  but  a fprat,  beholding  my  Childifh 
years,  he  could  not  imagine  me  to  be  the  Author 
of  fo  much  wrong  as  he  had  received  ; and  there- 
upon altering  his  refolution  of  breaking  arms  and 
leggs  as  he  firft  intended,  he  ftepped  back  to  his 
houfe  & fetched  from  thence  a great  burchin  rod, 
the  inftrument  wherewith  he  intended  to  chaftife 
me  withal,  with  much  filence  he  approached  unto 
me ; _ (for  a words  fpeaking  would  diffolve  the 
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charm)  and  having  with  fome  ftrugling  untruft 
my  Breeches,  laying  me  over  his  knee,  he  began 
to  exercife  the  office  of  a Pedagogue  upon  me  ; 
now  I having  for  fome  fpace  of  time  before 
eaten  nothing  but  green  fruit,  had  gotten  a 
terrible  loofenefs,  which  with  the  fright  that  I 
was  in,  and  the  fmart  that  I felt,  wrought  fuch 
effedls  in  my  belly,  that  opening  my  pofteriors,  I 
difcharged  a whole  volley  of  excrements  in  his 
face.  This  action  of  mine  made  him  at  once  to 
fhut  his  eyes,  open  his  mouth,  and  unloofe  his 
hands,  fo  that  the  charm  being  broken,  and  my 
body  at  liberty,  I quickly  conveyed  my  felf  out 
of  the  Orchard,  leaving  the  old  catterpillar  in  a 
very  ftinking  condition,  not  to  be  remedied  with- 
out the  benefit  of  that  cleanfing  element  of 
water. 

Warned  by  this  difafter,  I was  very  fearful  to 
enter  into  any  more  Orchards,  and  indeed  had  I 
met  no  Remora  in  my  proceedings,  yet  this  trade 
would  foon  have  failed,  for  not  long  after  the 
Apples  were  all  tranfplated  out  of  the  Orchard 
into  the  Cellar,  and  winter  began  to  haften  on 
apace.  And  now  hunger  which  will  not  be  treated 
withal  without  bread,  began  to  reign  Lord  and 
King  in  our  family ; the  Chandler  would  let  us 
have  no  more  cheefe  for  chalk,  nor  peny  loaves 
for  round  O’s,  we  had  made  a black  poaft  white 
already  with  our  fcore,  and  his  belief  would  ex- 
tend no  further  to  trufi:  us  for  any  more  : nay  the 
very  Ale-houfe-keeper  (to  whom  we  were  fuch  con- 
stant cuftomers)was  now  grown  fuch  a Nullifidian, 
that  he  would  not  believe  us  for  fmall-beer, 
wherefore  we  were  forced  to  make  a vertue  of 
neceffity,  and  to  prevent  ftarving,  our  houfhold 
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goods  marched  away  one  after  another ; the  firft 
thing  that  we  fold  was  the  Cup-board  as  the 
moft  unneceffary  thing  in  all  the  houfe,  having  no 
victuals  to  put  therein  ; foon  after  followed  the 
Table  as  an  appendix  to  it,  for  feeing  the  Table 
will  hold  no  vidtuals  thereon  for  us  to  eat,  we  in 
revenge  thereof  did  eat  up  the  Table  ; That  (with 
fome  joynt-ftools  belonging  to  it)  being  devoured 
and  gone,  our  ftomacks  were  fo  hot  that  it  foon 
melted  away  the  pewter  difhes  ; for  we  confidered 
with  our  felves  that  good  meat  might  be  eaten 
out  of  wooden  platters ; then  followed  the  nap- 
kins and  table-cloaths,  for  we  were  not  fo  much 
cloyed  with  fat  meat  but  that  a little  linnen  would 
ferve  to  wipe  the  greace  off  of  our  fingers  ; in  fine 
this  pinching  hunger  was  the  Habeas  corpus  that 
removed  all  our  goods  out  of  the  Houfe  unto  the 
Brokers,  and  now  our  dwelling  place  correfponded 
with  our  bellies,  being  alike  both  empty. 

In  this  comfortlefs  condition  we  remained  for 
the  fpace  of  three  days,  having  neither  money  nor 
any  thing  to  make  money  of ; being  thus  fadly 
neceffitated,  my  father  and  I fet  our  witts  upon 
the  Tenter-hooks  which  way  to  recruit  our  de- 
cayed eftate,  many  inventions  we  had  for  that 
purpofe,  and  prefent  neceflity  urged  us  to  make 
a fpeedy  ufe  of  one  of  them,  which  not  long  after 
we  brought  to  pafs  in  this  manner. 

It  being  then  winter  time,  the  Evenings  long 
and  dark,  we  bought  a Link  for  three  pence,  the 
remainder  of  our  whole  eftate  ; with  this  about  ten 
of  the  clock  in  the  night  we  marched  out,  refolving 
tofaften  on  the  faireft  opportunity  that  fhould  pre- 
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fent  its  felf  to  our  fight;  many  ftreets  we  traverfed, 
but  found  not  any  thing  that  might  anfwer  either 
our  intent  or  expe&ation.  Coming  at  laft  to  Ba- 
Jing-lane,  and  cafting  our  wandring  eyes  into  a 
Shop,  we  there  efpyed  a Grocer  telling  of  money 
on  a Counter,  being  lighted  only  by  a fingle 
candle  ; this  made  for  our  purpofe,  whereupon 
my  father  planting  himfelf,  I boldly  entered  the 
Shop,  defiring  him  to  give  me  leave  to  light  my 
Link ; which  being  granted,  I with  the  fame  loon 
popt  out  his  Candle,  fnatching  up  a handful  of 
mony,  ran  out  of  the  doors  with  the  fame  as  fall 
as  I could  ; the  Grocer  halted  after  me  amain,  in 
the  mean  time  my  father  ftept  into  the  fliop,  and 
took  away  the  remainder  of  the  mony.  My 
nimblenefs  had  foon  out  ltripped  the  Grocer,  who 
returned  back,  and  found  that  the  Devil  might 
dance  upon  his  Counter,  for  there  was  never  a 
crofs  to  keep  him  from  it.  About  an  hour  after 
we  met  together  at  home,  where  having  counted 
our  purchafe,  we  found  it  amounted  to  feven 
pounds  eighteen  fhillings  and  fix  pence.  So  long 
as  this  mony  lafted,  the  pot,  the  fpit,  and  pitcher 
was  never  idle ; but  what  was  thus  got  over  the 
Devils  back  was  foon  fpent  under  his  belly,  and 
in  a fhort  time  we  were  reduced  to  as  great  want 
as  we  were  in  before. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

He  chcateth  a Cutler,  afterwards  robbeth  a bacon 
man,  his  father  is  preft  away  for  a Soldier, 
his  mother  dyeth,  and  he  being  left  alone  gocth 
to  live  with  an  uncle,  where  he  aclcth  many 
Rogueries. 

NEceffity  is  the  belt  whetftone  to  fharpen  the 
edge  of  a mans  invention,  when  the  gutts  be- 
gin to  grumble  againft  the  belly  for  want  of  food, 
oh  in  what  a confufion  is  then  this  little  microcofme 
of  ours?  how  is  the  invention  rack’d,  tortur’d  and 
ftretched  forth  to  fupply  that  defeft,  my  hungry 
belly  found  this  to  be  too  true,  which  made  me  fet 
my  wits  on  work  for  a fpeedy  remedy  ; a projeft 
quickly  came  into  my  head,  but  to  effe<5t  the  fame 
I wanted  mony  ; this  was  a double  task  for  me  to 
doe,  but  a willing  minde  overcomes  all  difficulties; 
away  went  I to  a Cutlers,  where  in  the  cheapningof 
one  knife,  I Hole  another,  and  left  the  Cutler  fhould 
miftruft  me,  I came  up  to  his  price,  but  pretended  I 
had  forgotten  my  mony,  and  therefore  muft  goe 
home  and  fetch  it.  This  ftolnknifel  fold  foragroat, 
which  money  I intended  for  a bait  to  catch  a bigger 
fiffi ; fome  few  flreets  I traverfed  before  myprojeft 
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would  fatten,  at  laft  coming  to  Warwick  Lane  I 
faw  in  a Bacon-fhop  a fellow  Banding  in  a pocket 
blew-apron  whofe  innocent  looks  gave  me  confi- 
dent hopes  of  a golden  prize;  in  I went  and 
asked  him  the  price  of  a pound  of  bacon,  fix 
pence  boy  faid  he  of  the  rib,  and  four  pence  of 
the  gammon ; then  give  me  a pound  of  the 
gammon  (faid  I)  and  here  is  a groat  the  whole 
eflate  of  a poor  boy  who  hath  been  a long  time 
in  getting  the  fame.  Whileft  he  was  weighing  it 
I told  him  I had  a curft  mother  in  law,  who  fed 
me  only  with  a bit  and  a knock,  which  made  me 
to  go  with  an  empty  belly  and  a heart  full  of  for- 
row  ; that  if  fhee  fhould  know  I were  in  poffeflion 
of  fo  eatable  a commodity,  fhe  would  take  it  from 
me,  and  that  fhe  did  often  fearch  my  pocket  for 
that  purpofe : I therefore  defired  him  to  prevent 
the  word  that  might  happen,  to  put  the  fame 
down  my  back  betwixt  my  doublet  and  fhirt, 
which  whilft  he  was  doing,  I leaning  my  head 
agai  n ft  him,  with  a fhort  knife  cut  the  pocket  out 
of  his  apron,  and  having  thanked  him  very  kindly, 
away  I went,  leaving  my  poor  Bacon-man  with 
a bottomlefs  pennylefs  pocket. 

My  purchafed  prize  was  about  thirty  (hillings, 
of  which  fome  four  of  it  was  in  brafs  farthings  ; 
but  all  was  currant  coyn  that  came  into  my 
hands,  for  I made  no  fcruple  at  all  in  the  receiv- 
ing it ; with  this  I returned  home,  thinking  to  be 
received  with  much  joy,  as  having  gotten  that  in 
my  pocket  which  would  make  us  all  merry,  but 
the  cafe  was  quite  alter’d  from  what  was  before  ; 
my  mother  was  on  a fudden  fallen  fick,  my  father 
preffed  for  a foldier,  & hurried  away.  This  much 
abated  the  edge  of  my  mirth,  but  my  years  not 
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being  capable  of  much  forrow,  although  my  Mo- 
thers death  enfued  not  long  after,  yet  it  was  foon 
over,  and  indeed  her  outward  condition  was  fo 
deplorable,  it  had  been  almoft  impiety  to  have 
wifhed  her  longer  life. 

Now  though  my  condition  was  bad  enough  be- 
fore, yet  by  my  Mothers  death  it  was  much 
worfe ; I was  now  left  to  the  wide  world,  friend- 
lefs,  monylefs,  and  pittylefs,  for  not  any  one  of 
the  neighbors  would  give  me  entertainment,  ex- 
pecting no  good  fruit  from  the  loyns  of  fuch  a 
bad  flock.  To  follow  my  trade  of  theiving  I 
began  to  dread,  for  every  line,  rope,  & halter  that 
I faw,  methoughts  did  admonifh  me  to  leave  it 
off,  for  fear  I came  home  fhort  at  laft,  and  to  fol- 
low the  occupation  of  begging  was  then  a very 
bad  time  to  begin  in,  it  being  about  the  depth 
of  winter : at  laft  I remembred  my  Mother  had 
a brother,  a Barber-Chyrurgion,  living  in  St.  Mar- 
tins ; thither  I went,  acquainted  him  with  his 
filters  death,  my  own  fad  condition,  and  what  a 
boy  I would  prove  if  it  would  pleafe  him  to  give 
me  entertainment ; he  being  ignorant  of  the 
trade  that  I drove,  and  moved  with  compalTion 
at  my  pittiful  tale,  told  me  if  I performed  what  I 
promifed,  I fhould  not  want  for  any  thing  he 
could  affift  me  in  : hereupon  I was  had  into  the 
houfe,  and  though  my  Aunt  fcowled  on  me,  my 
Uncle  commanded  my  rags  to  be  taken  off,  and 
a fuit  of  one  of  my  Coufins  put  upon  me,  as  being 
the  more  durable,  although  my  own  were  a thou- 
fand  ftrong. 

Having  thus  with  the  fnake  call  my  skin,  and 
attained  to  good  diet  and  lodging,  I quickly  be- 
gan to  be  as  brisk  as  a body-Lowfe,  and  to  vapour 


Witty  Extravagant. 

amongft  the  boys  like  a Crow  in  a Gutter  ; and 
(notwithftanding  my  promife)  my  mind  was  now 
wholly  fixt  upon  Roguery,  but  in  a lower  orb  than 
what  I praftifed  before,  tending  rather  to  mirth 
then  much  mifchief ; to  doe  this  I had  feveral  in- 
ventions, according  as  time  and  place  were  con- 
venient ; one  of  my  firft  exployts  was,  that  being 
fent  of  an  errand  to  a Grocers  fhop  in  a frofty 
morning,  where  was  a pan  of  coals  to  warm  their 
fingers,  I fecretly  conveyed  therein  fome  Guinney 
peper,  which  fet  the  Prentices  in  fuch  a violent 
coughing  fit  that  they  were  not  able  to  fpeak  to 
a Cuftomer  ; their  Miftrefs  hearing  this  noife  be- 
low, came  running  down  ftaires,  where  fenting 
the  matter,  fhe  began  to  fpeak  aloud  at  both  endj 
and  beingfomething  laxative  by  drinking  of  Sider’ 
file  bewrayed  in  what  a condition  fhe  was  in  by 
what  was  fcattered  on  the  floar. 

Sometimes  would  I in  a clean  place  where  wen- 
ches were  to  pafs,  lay  a train  of  Gun-powder  j 
and  at  the  very  inftant  that  they  went  along,  fet 
fire  to  it,  which  was  a great  pleafure  to  my  Wor- 
fliip  to  fee  how  the  poor  Girles  would  skip  and 
leap,  jull;  like  a horfe  when  he  hath  a nettle 
under  nis  tayle.  At  other  times  in  the  night 
would  I tye  a line  from  one  fide  of  the  ftreet  to 
the  other  about  half  a foot  high,  whereby  thofe 
that  came  next  were  fure  to  have  a fall ; nay  I 
could  not  forbear  to  aft  my  Rogueries  in  the 
Church  it  felf,  having  a Goofe-quill  filled  with  lice 
and  fleas,  which  I would  purchafe  of  the  Beggars 
for  broken  meat  ; thefe  would  I blow  into  the 
necks  of  the  daintieft  Gentlewomen  that  I could 
fee.  At  other  times  would  I with  a needle  and 
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thread  (which  I always  carried  about  with  me  in 
my  pocket)  fow  mens  cloaks  and  womens  Gowns 
together  as  they  flood  in  the  Crowd,  fo  that  when 
they  went  away,  there  would  be  fuch  pulling  of 
one  another,  that  they  would  never  leave  until 
one  of  their  Garments  had  a piece  of  it  rent 
out. 

Amongft  other  inflruments  of  mifehief  where- 
with I exercifed  my  felf,  one  was  a hallow  trunck 
to  fhoot  with,  in  which  I was  fuch  an  artifl  that  I 
feldome  mift  hitting  the  mark  I aimed  at ; and 
that  I might  be  the  better  undifeovered  I onpur- 
pofe  brake  a hole  in  the  glafs-window,  through 
which  I ufed  to  fhoot  at  my  pleafure,  fcarce  could 
an  oyfter-wench  or  Kitching-ftuff  wench  pafs  by, 
but  I would  hit  her  on  the  neck,  hands,  or  fome 
naked  place,  which  would  fet  her  a rayling  and 
fcolding  for  a quarter  of  an  hour  together  at  the 
knew  not  whom.  One  Monday  morning  a fhoo- 
makers  maid  had  been  fetching  a gre-at  pitcher 
of  beer  for  the  Crifpinsto  begin  their  weeks  work 
withall  ; now  as  fhe  fayled  along  with  the  pitcher 
in  her  hand,  which  with  the  weight  thereof  drew 
her  quite  a one  fide,  to  prevent  the  wenches 
growing  crooked  thereby,  I levell’d  fo  right  that 
I hit  her  on  the  fingers,  fo  that  down  came  the 
pitcher,  and  with  the  weight  thereof  brake  all  in 
pieces,  and  fpilt  the  good  liquor;  the  poor  wench 
cryed  pittyfully,  the  Crifpins  flormed  for  loofing 
their  mornings  draughts,  and  being  informed  it 
was  I that  did  it,  they  vowed  to  be  revenged  on 
me,  which  not  long  after  they  brought  to 
pafs. 

For  I that  could  not  live  without  Roguery  no 
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more  then  a fifh  without  water,  ftill  continued  my 
trade  notwithstanding  all  their  threats.  One  day 
whileft  I was  watching  for  my  prey,  thorow  the 
hole  of  the  glafs-window  aforefaid,  there  came  by  a 
man  with  a basket  of  drinking-glaffes  on  his  head  ; 
fcarce  was  he  part  me,  when  I faluted  him  with  a 
dirt-bullet  on  the  Calf  of  his  leg,  which  made  him 
give  fuch  a leap,  that  down  came  the  basket  with 
the  glaffes  clattering  upon  the  ftones,  making  fuch 
a murther  amongft  them,  that  never  was  a Citizen 
(though  he  owed  ten  thoufand  pound  more  then  he 
was  worth)  fo  much  broken  as  they.  The  fellow 
feeing  his  glaffes  thus  mortified,  curfed  mod  bitter- 
ly,  breathing  forth  nothing  but  revenge,  if  he  did 
but  know  who  it  was  that  did  it.  I who  was  confci- 
ous  of  my  own  guilt,  hearing  him  fo  to  thunder, 
thought  fome  of  his  anger  might  lighten  on  me’ 
and  therefore  to  prevent  the  worft,  I ran  up  the 
ftairs,  and  hid  my  felf  under  the  bed  ; but  he  that 
hath  a bad  name  is  worfe  then  half  hang’d,  the 
fhoomakers  who  I had  mifchiefed  before,  right  oj 
wrong,  faid  pofitively  that  it  was  I,  urging  him 
on  to  revenge  hifelf  on  my  Uncles  glafs-win- 
dows  ; the  fellow  who  was  eafily  induced  to  be- 
lieve what  they  faid,  and  to  a£t  accordingly, 
made  no  more  adoe  but  up  with  his  empty  bas- 
ket, and  to  revenge  his  quarrel  made  fuch  havock 
of  the  windows,  that  there  was  fcarcely  ever  a 
quarrel  left.  O how  did  my  Uncle  look,  and  my 
Aunt  fcold  to  fee  their  houfe  thus  metamorphofed 
into  the  lhape  of  a Bawdy-houfe  ; but  it  was  in 
vain  for  them  to  complain,  every  one  took  the 
mans  part,  and  laid  all  the  blame  of  the  mifchief 
upon  me;  hereupon  was  a privy  fearch  made 
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all  the  houfe  over  for  me,  and  being  found  my 
poor  buttocks  paid  full  dearly  for  the  breaking  of 
the  windows,  my  Aunt  ftanding  by  all  the  while 
to  fee  execution  done  upon  me,  and  urging  my 
Uncle  on  to  beat  me,  for  which  I curfed  her  in 
my  heart  moft  bitterly. 
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He  aifcovers  his  Aunts  playing  loofe  with  a Shop- 
keeper, his  Vncles  inventive  againjl  women. 

MY  Aunts  unkindnefs  to  me  vexed  me  to 
the  heart,  fo  that  I vowed  to  my  felf  to 
be  revenged  on  her  ; the  print  of  the  rod  did  not 
flick  fo  faft  on  my  buttocks  as  the  remembrance 
of  her  words  did  flick  in  my  minde  ; I was  not 
fo  watched  by  Argus  as  I watched  her,  for  I 
knew  that  women  were  fubjeft  to  many  faults, 
and  my  Aunt  as  fubjedl  as  any  of  the  reft ; One 
Shopkeeper  ufed  conflantly  to  haunt  our  houfe, 
not  a day  paffed  in  which  we  had  not  his  com- 
pany ; This  man  my  uncle  entertained  with  very 
much  refpeft,  for  what  reafon  I know  not,  unlefs 
it  were  that  of  the  Poets. 

Experience  plainly  doth  unto  us  Jhew, 

Cuckolds  are  kind  to  them  that  make  them  fo. 

One  day  my  Uncle  went  forth  to  drefs  a patient, 
no  fooner  was  he  gone  but  the  Shopkeeper  was 
there  ; Now  our  whole  family  confifted  only  of 
four  perfons,  my  Uncle  and  Aunt,  a maid  and  my 
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felf ; in  order  therefore  for  their  more  privacy,  the 
maid  was  fent  to  the  market  to  buy  eggs,  and 
my  felf  had  liberty  to  go  forth  to  play;  I kindely 
thanked  my  Aunt  for  this  courtefie,  and  taking 
my  hatt,  with  a feeming  forwardnefs  pretended 
to  go  forth  : but  clapping  to  the  door  on  the  in 
fide,  I foftly  fneaked  back  and  hid  my  felf  under 
the  ftaires,  where  undifcerned  I could  plainly  fee 
all  the  paffages  between  my  Aunt  and  the  Shop- 
keeper. He  thinking  us  gone,  took  my  Aunt  by 
the  hand,  and  clafping  his  arm  about  her  neck,  fell 
to  kiffing  her  with  as  much  eagernefs  as  a hungry 
dog  fnatcheth  at  a bone  ; no  doubt  but  her  lips 
were  very  fweet,  for  he  was  ftill  hanging  at  them 
as  if  he  had  taken  a leafe  of  them  for  three  lives ; 
at  laft  my  Aunt  began  to  ftruggle  (I  fuppofe  for 
want  of  breath)  and  opening  her  mouth  (which  I 
wifht  a hundred  times  had  been  clofed  eternally) 
die  thus  faid  to  him  : No  pifh , why  do  you  thus 
trifle  ? now  that  the  Coaft  is  clear , let  us  take  time 
by  the  for-lock  left  we  be  preve7ited  of  our  defign  : 
in  footh  you  are  fo  long  about  the  prologue,  as  may 
chance  to  marr  the  Comedy ; make  not  fuch  a long 
flop  at  the  porch,  but  enter  loves  Cittadel,  and  ran- 
fack  all  her  treafures,  and  fo  giving  him  a fhort 
kifs,  hand  in  hand  up  ftairs  they  went.  No  fooner 
were  they  gone,  but  I dipt  out  of  my  peeping 
hole,  and  coming  to  the  door  at  the  ftairs  foot, 
foftly  locked  the  fame,  and  putting  the  key  in 
my  pocket,  with  as  little  noyfe  conveyed  my  felf 
out  of  the  houfe. 

Thus  whileft  they  were  playing  their  game,  I re- 
folved  to  play  mine,  and  hiring  a Porter,  fent  him 
to  my  Uncle,  to  certifie  him  that  my  Aunt  was 
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fwounded  away,  and  laid  upon  the  bed  in  fuch 
a condition  as  would  grieve  him  to  the  heart  to 
behold  it,  defiring  him  to  make  all  the  hafte  home 
that  poffibly  he  could  ; and  having  given  him  his 
meffage,  I ftept  afide  to  a neighbors  houfe  to 
obferve  (when  my  uncle  came  home)  how  the 
project  would  take. 

The  Porter  quickly  difpatched  his  errand,  and 
my  Uncle  fuddenly  ported  home,  where  entering 
the  houfe  and  finding  not  any  one  within,  he  be- 
gan firft  to  call  for  the  maid,  then  for  me,  and 
laft  of  all  for  my  Aunt ; but  receiving  no  anfwer, 
he  attempted  to  go  up  ftairs,  when  the  lockfmiths 
daughter  denyed  him  entrance.  The  two  Lovers 
(who  by  this  time  had  verified  the  faying  to  be 
true,  that  a man  may  be  made  a Cuckold  in  the 
rtiort  time  of  going  to  a neighbors  houfe,  as  well 
as  going  a voyage  to  the  Weji-Indies ) hearing 
my  Uncle  below,  were  almoft  diftrafted  with  this 
furprize ; my  Aunt  dreaded  my  Uncles  anger, 
knowing  him  to  be  of  a very  chollerick  difpofition ; 
and  the  poor  Shopkeeper  feared  to  be  ferved  as 
the  Country  Clown  ferved  the  Curate  whom  he 
took  in  bed  with  his  wife,  and  whom  he  thus 
menaced. 

Make  me  a Cuckold , reading  Rogue: 

No  pidpit  ferve  but  Sufan’s, 

Mufl  Sufan  s fmock  your  pidpit  be? 

lie  take  away  that  Nufance. 

A nd  though  Priejl  wept , and  wife  did  beg, 
Churl flighted  words  and  tears , 

A nd  at  one  gafh  from  Curate  took 
M ufquet  and  Bandaliers. 
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This  feare  of  loofing  his  generals  made  him  to 
fhake  worfe  than  if  he  had  had  a Tertian  ague, 
and  therefore  to  prevent  it  he  crept  underneath 
the  bed,  whilefl  my  Aunt  went  down  flairs  intend- 
ing to  fmother  up  all  with  a diffembling  kifs;  but 
when  fhe  faw  the  door  was  faft,  and  my  uncle 
asked  her  why  fhe  locked  it  ? fhe  could  not  tell 
what  anfwer  to  make  at  prefent ; but  being  well 
principled  in  the  myfteries  of  Venus,  fhe  foon  re- 
collefted  her  felf,  and  with  a forrowfull  voice  (as 
if  fhe  had  been  Tick  of  a feaver  for  a fortnight  to- 
gether) flie  pewled  out  thefe  words  : Ah  dear 
Husband  (faid  fhe)  I was  lately  taken  with  fuck  a 
great fwimming  in  my  head , as  not  able  to  fit  up 
longer , I was  forced  to  go  up  fairs  and  lie  down 
upon  the  bed  ; in  the  mean  time  I fuppofe  your  un- 
happy kinfman  (who  ?ninds  nothing  but  mif chief) 
hath  in  revenge  of  me  for  caufing  him  to  be  beaten , 
locked  the  door,  and  thrown  away  the  key.  Whilefl 
fhe  was  thus  exclaiming  on  me,  I came  in  puffing 
and  blowing  as  feeming  quite  orewearied  with 
play,  and  as  if  ignorant  of  what  had  hapned,  asked 
very  earneflly  what  was  the  matter  ? My  Aunt 
though  flie  were  mue’d  up  like  a hawk,  yet  hear- 
ing my  tongue,  could  not  forbear  to  vend  her 
fpleen  againft  me  in  thefe  words  : You  impudent 
young  Rogue  (faid  flie)  doe  you  act  mif  chief  and 
then  plead  ignorance  ? 0 that  I were  but  well  for 
thy  fake , I would  make  every  limb  of  thee  feel  the 
weight  of  my  difpleafure,  concluding  her  inveflive 
with  as  horrid  a yelling  as  an  old  woman  grown 
hoarf  with  crying  of  Sprats,  or  as  a company  of 
dogs  when  they  bark  at  the  Moon. 

My  Uncle  who  was  of  the  fame  nature  that  other 
Cuckolds  are  commonly  of,  to  believe  whatfoever 
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their  Wife  doe  fay  unto  them,  hearing  her  fo  po- 
fitively  to  affirm  it  was  I that  did  it,  he  began 
prefently  to  ranfack  my  pockets  for  the  key,  pro- 
tefting  if  he  found  the  fame  about  me,  he  would 
make  me  an  example  of  his  feverity.  But  I who 
always  dreaded  what  might  enfue,  to  prevent  fuch 
after  claps,  had  before  beftowed  the  fame  in  a 
houfe  of  office.  No  fooner  had  my  Uncle  ex- 
amined my  pockets,  (where  was  not  any  thing  to 
be  found  that  might  do  me  a prejudice,)  but  I 
began  to  enveigh  againft  my  Aunts  malice  in 
blaming  my  innocency,  and  to  perfwade  him  it 
could  be  no  other  then  fome  thief,  who  whileft 
my  Aunt  flept,  having  locked  the  door,  had  hid 
himfelf  in  one  of  the  Chambers.  This  though  it 
carried  but  little  fhow  of  probability  in  it,  yet 
the  fear  of  looting  his  Mammon  made  him  believe 
any  thing,  and  therefore  prefently  fent  me  for  a 
Smith  to  break  open  the  door,  which  being  done, 
we  all  three  afcended  the  ftairs  to  fearch  for  his 
hidden  Thief,  although  my  Aunt  vehemently 
urged  the  contrary,  alleadging  it  was  impoffible 
that  any  one  fhould  go  up  the  ftairs  but  the  muft 
needs  hear  them  ; how  ever  my  uncle  would  not 
be  fo  pacified,  but  fearching  about,  he  at  laft  fpyed 
the  poor  Shopkeeper  as  he  lay  fhakingunderneath 
the  bed  half  dead  with  fear.  But  when  he  faw  who 
it  was,  turning  to  my  Aunt  he  faid,  You  impudent 
whore , do  you  abufe  me  thus  ? you  could  feign  fick- 
nefs  with  a pox  to  you,  when  you  were fo  rampant  as 
to  Cornute  me  in  my  abfence:  is  this  your  pretended 
chaflity  and  refervation  ? I fhall  take  a time  when  to 
be  even  with  you  ; I n the  mean  tune  M after  Shopkeeper 
(faid  he)  I will  have  my  pennyworths  out  of  you,  and 
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thereupon  falling  on  him  with  his  fills,  (anger 
giving  him  at  once  both  llrength  and  courage)  he 
fo  buffeted  the  Shopkeeper,  that  had  not  the 
Smith  interpofed,  I fuppofe  he  would  go  near  to 
have  killed  him  ; but  after  an  hundred  or  above 
of  blows,  the  Smith  ftepped  in  betwixt  them,  giv- 
ing the  Shopkeeper  liberty  to  run  away,  bearing 
along  with  him  the  marks  of  my  U ncles  anger,  which 
he  wore  as  badges  in  his  face  for  a long  time  after. 

My  Aunt  feeing  how  bad  the  Shopkeeper  had 
fped,  and  knowing  the  bufinefs  too  apparent  to  be 
denied,  fell  down  on  her  knees,  defiring  my  Uncle 
to  pardon  her  for  what  was  paft,  and  protefting 
amendment  for  the  time  to  come  ; this  her  hu- 
miliation much  mollified  the  edge  of  my  Uncles 
anger,  who  in  Head  of  beating  her  (which  I 
heartily  wilhed)  fell  a railing  on  the  whole  fex  of 
women  in  general,  in  thefe  or  the  like  words. 

O Nature  ! why  didft  thou  create  fuch  a plague 
for  men  as  women ; howhappy  were  men  had  they 
never  been  ; oh  why  could  not  Nature  infufe  the 
gift  of  procreation  in  men  alone  without  the  help 
of  women?  then  fhould  we  never  be  acquainted 
with  the  deceitful  devices  of  thofe  Devils,  Harpies, 
Cockatrices,  the  very  Curfe  of  man,  diffembling 
monfters,  only  patcht  up  to  cozen  and  gull  men  ; 
borrowingtheir  Hair  from  one,  Complexions  from 
another,  nothing  of  their  own  that’s  pleafing,  all 
diflembled,  not  fo  much  as  their  very  breath  is  fo- 
phifticated  with  Amber  pellets  and  killing  caufes, 
and  all  to  train  poor  man  unto  his  ruine.  A wo- 
man fhee’s  an  Angel  at  ten,  a Saint  at  fifteen,  a De- 
vil at  forty,  and  a Witch  at  fourfcore,  fo  flufft  with 
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vice  as  leaves  no  place  for  vertue  to  inhabit ; of 
fuch  crooked  conditions,  and  corrupt  adlions,  that 
if  all  the  world  were  paper,  the  Sea  inke,  trees  and 
plants,  penns,  and  all  men  Clerks,  Scribes,  and 
Notaries,  yet  would  all  that  paper  be  fcribled  over, 
the  inke  wafted,  penns  worn  to  the  flumps,  and  all 
the  Scriveners  weary,  before  they  could  defcribethe 
hundredth  part  of  a womans  wickednefs,  fo  that  I 
may  very  well  conclude  with  the  Poet. 

There  is  not  one  good  woman  to  be  fojind; 

A nd  if  one  were,  Jhe  merits  to  be  crown'd. 

This  my  Uncles  inve£live  puts  me  in  mind  of 
a ftory  which  I have  heard  fince,  concerning  the 
fcarcity  of  good  women,  that  above  five  hundred 
years  agone,  there  was  a great  ficknefs  almoft 
throughout  the  whole  world,  wherein  there  dyed 
forty  four  millions,  eight  hundred  feventy  two 
thoufand,  fix  hundred  and  eighty  three  good  women, 
and  of  bad  women  only  two  hundred  and  fourteen; 
by  reafon  whereof  there  hath  been  fuch  a fcarcity 
of  good  women  ever  fince,  the  whole  breed  of  them 
being  then  almoft  utterly  extinfl. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


His  Atmt  and  the  maid  joyn  together , and  by 
a blinde  wager  make  him  to  be  laughed  and 
hooted  at  by  the  boyes  ; he  is  foundly  revenged 
on  them  both  for  the  fame. 


NEver  was  Prentice  more  fubje6l  to  a Mafter 
then  my  Aunt  was  to  my  Uncle  after  the 
difcovery  of  her  leachery  ; his  defires  were  com- 
mands, and  thofe  commands  laws  which  were  by 
her  put  in  fpeedy  execution,  if  he  bid  her  go,  fhe 
would  run  ; doe  that,  it  was  no  fooner  faid  then 
done,  but  the  greateft  miracle  of  all  was,  that  if 
fhe  were  never  fo  bufy  in  talking,  yet  if  he  faid 
but  peace , fhe  would  fuddenly  hold  her  tounge, 
which  before  ufed  to  be  in  perpetual  motion,  and 
was  as  hard  to  be  flopped  as  a ftream  when  it 
hath  overflowne  its  banks,  or  the  fails  of  a mill 
when  the  wind  blows  in  its  greateft  violence,  fo  that 
a ferene  sky  feemed  to  have  fucceeded  that  ftorm 
that  all  things  were  pacified,  and  that  my  Uncle 
had  contentedly  put  his  horns  in  his  pocket. 

But  though  flie  carried  fair  weather  in  her 
countenance,  fhe  had  ftorms  of  revenge  in  her 
heart  towards  me;  for  fhe  did  more  than  conjec- 
ture that  it  was  I which  had  caufed  her  all  this 
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mifchief;  and  therefore  fince  fhe  durft  notvendher 
fpleen  upon  me  her  felf,  fhe  ufed  the  help  of  her 
Maid,  who  brought  the  fame  to  pafs  after  this 
manner. 

One  evening  (my  uncle  being  abroad)  whileft 
fhe,  the  maid  and  I were  fitting  alone  by  the  fire, 
after  fome  other  difcourfe,  the  maid  profer’d  to  lay 
a wager  with  me  that  I could  not  blindfolded  with 
my  tongue  lick  forth  a fix  pence  from  betwixt  her 
breafts,  this  I thought  fo  eafy  a thing  to  do,  that  I 
willingly  laid  a fhilling  with  her  on  the  fame,  and 
prefentlyaccorded  forto  be  blinded : which  whileft 
fhe  was  doing,  my  Aunt  (as  it  was  before  agreed) 
ftepped  forth  of  doors,  and  called  in  a Boy  who  was 
to  aft  their  defign,  as  alfo  fome  of  the  neighbours 
to  be  fpeclators  of  this  my  folly.  Now  in  ftead 
of  the  Maids  breft,the  Boyes  Hofe  were  put  down, 
and  his  naked  breech  expofed  to  be  the  objeft  for 
me  to  lick,  which  I greedily  perfued : but  prefently 
hearing  a gigling,  and  fenting  a ranck  fmell,  I foon 
defifted,  as  being  very  apprehenfive  what  the 
matter  was.  But  when  I was  unblinded,  and  be- 
holding my  fhame  before  my  eyes,  I hung  down  my 
head  and  look’t  like  a dogthat  hadflolea  pudding, 
much  blaming  my  credulity,  and  bitterly  curfing 
the  great  caufe  of  that  their  jollity. 

For  a longtimeafterl  could  not  walkthe  ftreets, 
I was  fo  laughed  and  hooted  at  by  the  Boyes,  my 
Aunt  and  the  Maid  having  fpread  the  fame  abroad 
in  every  place,  flefh  and  blood  could  not  endure  this, 
to  fee  my  enemies  triumph  in  my  fhame,  fo  that 
nothing  now  ran  in  my  mind  but  revenge,  the 
very  thought  of  mifchief  was  more  fweet  unto  me 
than  Mufcadine  and  Eggs,  and  foon  I thought  up- 
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on  a way  for  to  do  it.  One  of  our  neighbours  who 
beared  a little  love  to  my  Aunt,  as  fhe  did  tome,  or 
loyalty  to  my  Uncle,  having  a burning  glafs,  I im- 
parted my  project  unto  him,  who  applauding  my 
invention,  willingly  lent  me  the  fame  ; thus  fitted 
with  an  inftrument,  I foon  found  out  an  opportuni- 
ty to  work  my  revenge.  My  Aunt  being  extream- 
ly  proud,  ufed  to  wear  Lawn  Ruffs  of  agreat  value. 
One  Sun-fhiney  day,  fitting  in  the  Shop  a fowing 
withher  backtowards  me,  I took  theburning-glafs, 
and  by  attrafting  the  Sun-beams  fet  her  Ruffs  on 
a flame  about  her  neck,  which  made  her  to  fhreik 
and  bellow  moft  hiddeoufly  ; whereupon  I flatted 
up,  and  as  if  affrighted  fnatched  up  a payl  of 
dirty  water  away  from  the  Maid  wherewith  fhe 
was  wafhing  the  Kitchin,  and  poured  the  fame 
on  my  Aunts  head  ; this  though  it  made  her  to 
look  like  a Bawd  that  was  newly  alighted  from 
the  Cart  wherein  fhe  had  ridden  for  the  fin  of 
leachery,  did  fhe  take  as  a great  courtefie  at  my 
hands,  having  thereby  extinguifht  the  fire  where- 
in otherwife  fhe  might  (fhe  faid)  have  perifht ; not 
in  the  leaft  judging  it  was  I that  did  it,  but  im- 
puting it  as  a juft  Judgment  upon  her  for  her  in- 
tollerable  pride,  and  vowing  thereafter  to  be  more 
humble  in  her  carriage,  and  loving  unto  me. 

Now  though' I thought  I had  plenary  fatisfaflion 
for  my  abufe,  of  my  Aunt,  yet  I refolved  that  the 
maid  fhould  in  no  cafe  go  fcotfree,  but  that  her  dif- 
grace  fhould  be  equal  to  mine ; Being  thus  refolved,  I 
procur’d  fome  Emmets  Eggs  by  the  help  ofa  Coun- 
tryman ; the  nature  ofwhich  are,  that  being  taken,  in 
broth  poffet,  ale,  or  the  like,  they  will  fet  the  parties 
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on  farting,  as  if  they  would  break  their  very 
twatling  firings  therewith.  The  very  next  day 
after  I had  gotten  them,  my  Uncle  had  invited 
fome  Guefts  to  dinner,  wherefore  I refolved  to 
put  my  refolution  in  execution  then.  That  morn- 
ing the  maid  to  flrengthen  her  the  better  to  go 
through  her  work,  had  provided  her  felf  a Caudle, 
fhe  being  of  the  fame  nature  that  moft  women 
are  of,  to  know  very  well  what  is  good  for  them- 
felves,  no  fooner  was  her  back  turned,  but  I con- 
veyed the  Eggs  into  the  fame,  which  fhe  very 
freely  drank  off,  but  prefently  her  Belly  began  to 
wamble,  and  her  back-flde  proclaimed  aloud  that 
fhe  was  very  much  troubled  with  winde  ; fuch 
loud  reports  fhe  gave,  and  fo  faft  they  came  one 
after  another,  that  the  good  wife  in  the  Tale  of 
the  Fryer  and  the  Boy,  was  a meer  nothing  to  her. 
I could  not  forbear  laughing  if  I fliould  have  been 
hang’d  to  hear  how  faft  fhe  trumpt  it  about,  which 
gave  her  occafion  to  miftruft  that  I had  done 
fomething  unto  her  ; but  when  fhe  went  to  rail 
at  me,  her  tongue  could  not  be  heard  for  the  ex- 
ceeding noife  that  fhe  made  with  her  Tail.  By 
this  time  my  Aunt  was  come  down  off  her  Cham- 
ber, but  hearing  how  the  Maid  talkt  to  her  at 
both  ends,  fhe  could  not  forbear  laughing  neither, 
which  vexed  the  Maid  worfe  than  before.  My 
Uncle  hearing  the  great  noife  that  was  made, 
came  alfo  to  fee  what  was  the  matter,  but  Jane 
(for  fo  was  the  Maids  name)  was  fo  afhamed  that 
fhe  could  not  fpeak  one  word  for  blufhing,  only 
that  her  Tail  proclaimed  that  fhe  had  a very 
great  Civil  War  within  her  belly  : poor  Jane  6. id 
all  fhe  could  to  hold  it  in  but  it  would  not  do, 
but  out  it  flew  with  fuch  impetuoflty,  that  my 


78  The  Englijh  Rogue : Or 

uncle  could  lefs  forbear  then  we,  but  laughed  as 
if  he  would  have  fplit  himfelf.  This  treble  noife 
of  laughter  made  Jane  to  think  that  we  had  all 
confpired  againft  her,  wherefore  fhe  got  into  her 
Chamber,  and  notwithftanding  dinner  was  to 
drefs,  yet  locking  the  door,  all  theRhetorick  that 
could  be  ufed  to  her,  could  not  prevail  with  her 
to  quit  her  Chamber  all  that  day. 

Next  morning  (her  body  being  now  in  a quiet 
temper)  fhe  appeared  out  of  her  den,  but  who 
fhould  then  have  feen  her  looks  might  plainly 
perceive  how  anger  and  fhame  ftrove  which  fhould 
have  moft  predominancy  in  her;  at  firft  her  Clack 
began  to  go,  but  my  Aunt  pacifying  her,  fhe  fell 
to  her  work  as  fhe  was  accuftomed.  Now  over 
night  I had  fo  devulg’d  it  amongft  the  Boyes, 
that  when  that  forenoon  fhe  was  fent  to  market, 
fhe  had  not  been  far  out  of  doors  but  fhe  had  a 
hundred  boyes  at  her  heels,  farting  with  their 
mouths,  and  making  fuch  loud  hoots  and  hollows, 
that  fhe  was  forced  to  return  back  again,  where 
inclofing  her  felf  within  her  Chamber  till  night, 
fhe  packt  up  her  cloaths  and  in  the  dusk  of  the 
Evening  departed  away,  whither  I never  faw  her 
afterwards. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Some  abafes  of  Chyrurgions  ; the  knavery  of  Tap- 
pers, Hoftlers  and  Chamberlains , with  a brief 
character  of  a drunken  Hoft. 

HAving  now  attained  to  about  twelve  years 
of  age,  my  uncle  began  to  inftruCt  me 
fomewhat  in  his  art  of  Chyrurgery,  intending 
when  I had  attained  fome  fmall  perfection  there- 
in, to  fend  me  to  Sea,  although  my  minde  never 
flood  that  way,  refolving  not  to  be  mue’d  up  in  a 
wooden  Cage,  where  there  was  but  fome  few 
inches  diftance  continually  betwixt  me  and  death. 
In  this  fmall  trad  of  time  that  I was  thus  em- 
ployed with  my  Uncle,  I found  out  much  cuning- 
nefs  in  his  art  whereby  to  gain  money,  for  if  it 
were  but  a prickt  finger,  he  would  make  a great 
matter  of  it,  and  tell  you  what  danger  you  had 
been  in  if  you  had  ftaid  but  a minute  longer  ; in- 
ftancing  how  fuch  a one  his  Patient  by  only  cut- 
ting of  a Corn , and  drawing  blood , it  turned  to  a 
Gangreen , which  by  bad  handling  of  unskilful 
Chyrurgions  growing  worfe  and  worfe , they  were 
at  lafl  inforced  to  fend  for  him , who  in  a few  days 
made  him  perfectly  found,  that  otherwife  (had  he 
not  come  to  him)  mujl  inevitably  have  perifht. 
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Nowbecaufe  monyedCuftomerswere  fomething 
rare,  when  they  did  come  we  made  both  their 
bodies  and  purfes  fmart  for  it ; lengthening  out 
the  healing  of  their  wounds,  the  better  to  wire- 
draw their  purfes.  Indeed  we  were  not  fo  much 
beholding  to  the  Wars,  as  we  were  to  the  Stews, 
unlefs  fometimes  a Tavern  quarrel  brought  us  a 
Patient ; but  then  what  a brave  incitement  we 
had  to  make  him  part  with  his  mony,  telling  him 
he  might  recover  that  and  ten  times  more  of  his 
Adverfary,  that  we  would  be  witnefs  for  him,  and 
that  if  he  had  not  met  with  a skilful  Chyrurgion, 
it  would  have  coft  him  his  life  ; when  as  perhaps 
it  was  but  a little  fcratch,  his  block-head  being 
.too  hard  for  to  receive  any  deep  wound. 

One  ftory  of  a Patient  I fhall  relate,  not  fo 
much  to  fhow  the  rarity  of  his  cure,  but  the 
malice  of  a woman  which  occafioned  his  hurt. 

The  fellowbyhis  profeffion  was  a Plaifterer,  who 
had  a moft  damnable  fcold  to  his  wife,  that  ufed 
to  fetch  him  from  the  Ale-houfewithaHorfe-pox; 
one  night  coming  home  three  quarters  drunk,  fhe 
a6led  the  part  of  Zci7itippe,  and  make  the  Houfe  to 
ring  with  her  fcolding  ; this  mufick  was  fo  untuna- 
ble  in  her  husbands  ears,  that  getting  a Cudgel  in 
his  hands,  he  fell  to  be  labouring  her  as  Sea-men 
do  ftock-fifh,  until  he  made  her  to  ask  him  forgive- 
nefs,  and  promife  him  never  to  fcold  fo  again  : 
Havingthusashethoughtgot  an  abfolute  conqueft 
over  her  tongue,  he  went  quietly  to  Bed,  where  he 
flept  foundly,  whileft  fhe  lay  awake  fludying  of 
mifchief.  In  the  morning  before  he  wak’t  fhe  ex- 
amind  his  pockets  for  mony,  the  common  tricks  of 
a great  many  women  ; but  found  nothing  in  them 
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fave  only  fome  lath-nails;  thefe  did  the  take  and 
fet  upright  all  about  the  Chamber,  which  done 
(he  gets  a pail  of  water  in  her  hands,  and  calling 
aloud,  commands  him  to  rife,  which  he  refufed 
to  do,  fhe  throws  the  pail  of  water  upon  the  Bed ; 
this  fo  vext  him  that  ftarting  fuddenly  up,  he 
went  to  run  after  her,  when  his  naked  feet  light- 
ing upon  the  lath  nails,  he  was  forced  to  flacken 
his  pace,  being  fo  mortified  with  them,  that  for 
three  quarters  of  a year  afterwards  he  lay  under 
my  Uncle’s  hands. 

But  to  return  where  I left.  I had  not  been 
long  at  the  Trade,  when  my  Uncle  one  day  walk- 
ing down  to  Wapping , provided  me  of  a matter 
to  go  to  Sea,  which  (as  I told  you  before)  I was 
fully  refolved  againft,  and  therefore  very  peremp- 
torily I told  him  that  I would  not  go,  which  fo 
incenfed  him  that  he  vow’d  that  I fhould  not  ftay 
any  longer  in  his  houfe;  I was  the  lefs  troubled 
at  his  words  becaufe  the  day  before  I had  heard 
of  a Tapfter  in  an  Inn  not  far  off  that  wanted  a 
Boy  ; thither  therefore  went  I and  profferd  my 
fervice  unto  him,  which  he  as  readily  accepted, 
and  the  fame  night  was  I entertained  into  the 
Houfe,  he  having  heard  the  caufe  of  my  depar- 
ture from  my  Uncle,  for  which  he  rather  blamed 
him  than  me. 

Now  was  I in  my  Kingdom  having  ftore  of 
company,  and  my  fill  of  ftrong  drink,  which  two 
things  I dearly  loved.  I applied  my  felf  to  my 
calling  very  diligently,  and  foon  learned  to  cry 
Anon,  anon  Sir,  and  By  and  by,  with  as  much 
alacrity  as  the  belt  Tapfters  Boy  in  Chriftendom. 
My  Matter  taught  me  how  to  nick  the  Canns, 
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and  froth  the  J tig's,  and  with  the  crotched  chalk 
to  fcore  up  two  flaggons  for  one,  and  I quickly- 
found  the  way,  when  Company  was  drinking  to 
take  away  flaggons  before  they  were  half  empty, 
and  full  tobacco-pipes  amongft  the  foul  ones. 
When  Company  firft  came  in,  I always  obferv’d 
to  bring  them  of  the  beft  liquor,  but  when  they 
were  half  drunk,  then  that  which  run  on  Tilt,  or 
the  drappings  of  the  tap  fhould  ferve  their  turn; 
if  they  found  fault,  I would  take  it  away  to  change 
it,  but  neverthelefs  they  fhould  be  fure  to  pay 
for  it,  as  if  they  had  drunk  it. 

One  thing  I obferved  of  my  mafter,  that  if  the 
Reckoning  once  came  to  above  three  fhillings, 
he  would  be  fure  to  bring  in  fix  pence  or  eight 
pence  more  than  it  was;  then  when  the  Company 
were  going  away  he  would  fay,  Nay  Jiay,  Gentle- 
men, & take  my  half  dozeti  Cans  before  you  go, 
which  moft  commonly  produced  another  reckon- 
ing, the  Gentlemen  not  knowing  how  to  retaliate 
his  kindnefs  without  doing  fo,  by  this  means  get- 
ting their  mony,  with  thanks  to  boot.  If  Gen- 
tlemen brought  tobacco  of  their  own,  we  would 
fay  it  flunk  were  it  never  fo  good,  and  feigning  a 
Cough  as  if  half  ftifel’d,  cry  out,  Who  is  it  that 
takes  of  this  ftinking  fluff?  this  is  enough  to  fuf- 
focate  the  Devil.  Which  would  make  fome  Gen- 
tlemen to  throw  away  their  pipes  and  fay,  Pox 
on  this  Grocer  he  hath  cheated  me  damnably , come 
give  us  three  pipes  of  your  tobacco,  which  when 
they  have  had  they  would  commend  for  fuperex- 
cellent,  although  perhaps  twelve  pence  in  the 
pound  worfe  than  his  own,  by  which  may  be 
proved  that  tobacco  is  nothing  elfe  but  a meer 
fancy. 
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I feeing  my  mafter  cozen  Gentlemen  fo  fre- 
quently, thought  with  my  felf  that  I might  cozen 
them  alfo,  or  at  leaft-wife  cozen  my  mafter,  who 
fo  often  cozened  others,  being  warranted  thereto 
by  that  of  the  Poet. 

Cozen  the  Cozener,  commonly  they  be 
Profain , let  their  own  fnare  their  mine  be. 

And  therefore  when  he  was  out  of  the  way,  to 
the  reckoning  I would  add  a groat,  fix  pence, 
eight  pence,  or  twelve  pence,  according  as  it  was 
in  bignefs,  which  yet  I would  alfo  fcore  up,  left 
if  he  came  in  the  way  before  it  was  paid,  and 
ftiould  tell  the  fcore;  I might  be  miftrufted;  but 
if  I received  the  mony  before  he  came,  then  the 
over-plus  went  into  my  own  pocket,  which  could 
not  be  difcovered  when  the  chalk  was  wiped  out. 

In  Summer,  when  people  drank  in  Canns,  if 
my  Mafter  were  in  company  (as  oft-times  he  was 
invited  by  Guefts  to  drink  with  them)  we  had  a 
Can  with  a falfe  bottom  that  held  not  above  a 
quarter  of  a pint,  which  in  the  delivery  of  them 
I always  fo  ordered  as  that  Can  came  to  his 
hands,  which  he  would  drink  off  leifurely,  and 
then  turning  the  bottom  upwards,  it  paft  undif- 
cerned,  faving  thereby  much  beer  in  a day,  keep- 
ing himfelf  fober  to  drink  in  other  companies. 

In  Winter  for  morning-draughts  we  furnilhcd 
our  Guefts  with  Gravejend  toafts,  which  is  bread 
toafted  over  night,  our  plenty  of  Guefts  not  per- 
mitting us  to  do  it  in  the  morning;  if  we  put  any 
of  them  into  drink  before  our  Guefts  (as  fome- 
times  we  were  forced  to  do)  we  would  be  fure  to 
warm  the  beer  or  ale  before-hand,  and  in  putting 
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in  the  toaft  cry  flz,  although  it  were  as  cold  as  a 
ftone. 

But  my  Mafter  and  I were  not  all  the  cozeners 
that  belonged  to  the  Inn,  the  Hoftler  claimed  as 
great  a fhare  in  that  miftery  as  we.  His  chief 
cunning  confifted  in  tallowing  Horfe-teeth  that 
they  fhould  eat  no  hay;  or  when  a Gentleman 
gave  his  Horfe  oats,  no  fooner  was  his  back 
turn’d,  but  he  would  fteal  them  half  away,  tel- 
ling the  Gentleman,  his  Horfe  mujl  needs  travel 
well  he  was  fo  quick  at  his  meat.  If  a Gentle- 
man’s faddle  were  any  thing  torn  he  would  be 
fure  to  make  it  fo  bad  that  he  could  not  ride  any 
further  with  it  without  mending,  as  alfo  to  fpoyle 
the  fhoes  on  the  Horfes  feet,  that  he  muft  be 
forced  to  have  new  ones,  for  which  he  had  pen- 
fions  from  the  Smith  and  the  Sadler. 

Nor  muft  I here  forget  the  Chamberlain,  who 
deferved  to  be  rancked  with  the  foremoft  for  Ro- 
guery ; he  was  a fly  thief,  and  ufed  to  cheat  Guefts 
with  foul  fheets,  pretending  them  to  be  clean, 
when  as  they  had  been  lain  in  three  or  four  times ; 
and  then  a little  water  ftrowed  on  them,  and 
foulded  up  and  preft,  made  them  feem  as  if  new 
wafht.  He  was  a very  diligent  obferver  of  Gen- 
tlemens Cloakbags,  whether  they  had  good  filver 
linings  in  them  or  no,  which  if  he  found  to  be 
ponderous,  his  next  care  was  to  inquire  what 
Country-men  they  were,  which  way  they  travel- 
led, and  the  like,  which  having  found,  he  gave 
intelligence  accordingly  to  a Gang  of  Highway 
men,  with  whom  he  was  in  continual  pay. 

Thefe  were  the  Servants  that  belonged  to  this 
Inn,  fuch  a parcel  of  Canary-birds  as  well  deferved 
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to  look  through  a Hempen  Cafement  at  the  three 
corner’d  tenement  in  the  high- way  betwixt  Lon- 
don and  Paddington.  Were  not  thofe  Guefts  well 
bleft  think  ye,  which  hapned  in  fuch  a place  where 
none  but  knaves,  thieves,  and  cheaters  were  their 
attendants  ? Now  you  cannot  but  imagine  that 
the  Matter  of  fuch  Servants  was  well  worthy  of 
his  place,  I fhall  therefore  only  give  you  a brief 
character  of  the  Hoft  himfelf,  and  fo  proceed  on 
in  my  difcourfe. 

He  feemed  by  his  bulk  to  be  of  the  race  of  the 
old  Gyants,  and  though  his  belly  were  not  fo  big 
as  the  tun  at  Heidleburg , yet  a flaggon  of  beer 
therein  feemed  no  more  than  a man  in  Pauls. 
He  commanded  with  as  much  imperioufnefs  as  if 
he  were  the  great  Cham  of  Tartaria,  and  had  an 
excellent  faculty  to  ftrut  along  the  ftreets  with 
the  top  of  his  ftaff  bobbing  againft  his  lips,  he 
could  call  the  young  wenches  whores  with  a great 
grace;  and  when  he  took  tobacco,  his  mouth 
vented  fmoak  like  the  funnel  of  a Chimney.  He 
much  blamed  the  Englifh  for  affecting  to  drink 
wine,  preferring  beer  and  ale  before  all  forraign 
liquors  whatfoever.  To  fhow  his  loving  nature 
he  would  drink  with  all  companies,  and  would  tofs 
off  a Cann  with  celerity  and  dexterity.  He  would 
not  be  jealous  though  he  faw  another  man  killing 
his  wife,  knowing  fuch  her  familiarity  to  be  the 
greateft  Load-ftone  that  attra&ed  Guefts  to  his 
houfe,  in  fumme,  his  forenoons  work  was  to  fcoope 
in  beer  by  the  Quart,  and  the  moft  part  of  the 
afternoon  to  fpend  in  fleeping. 

In  this  houfe  I wafted  away  my  time  nigh  three 
quarters  of  a year,  but  then  a fad  accident  befel 
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my  Mafter,  which  left  me  again  to  fhift  for  my 
felf ; he  had  belike  been  dabling  in  private  with 
Prudence,  one  of  the  maids  belonging  to  the 
houfe,  I know  not  what  the  bufinefs  was,  but  fhe 
looked  fo  bigly  on  him  that  he  could  not  endure 
her  fight,  and  therefore  to  avoid  it,  he  privately 
put  off  his  Cellar  to  another,  and  having  received 
his  money,  marched  off  incognito,  leaving  me  to 
the  wide  world  ; for  this  new  Tapfter  having  a 
boy  of  his  own,  difmiffed  me  to  fhift  for  my  felf. 


Witty  Extravagant . 
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CHAP.  X. 


TJie  cheats  of  Cookes , a ftory  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
Buttery,  he  Jieals  a fiver  Bowl,  the  Cozenages 
of  A frologers ; the  death  of  his  Father  being 
killed  in  a drunken  brangling. 


LOng  I was  not  without  a Matter,  being  en- 
tertayned  into  a Cooks  fervice,  of  which  I 
rejoyced  not  a little,  being  in  good  hope  however 
the  world  went,  that  I fhould  not  be  ftarved  in  a 
Cookes  fhop,  one  extraordinary  priviledge  I had 
by  living  in  this  fervice  ; for  if  the  old  proverb 
be  true,  that  the  nearer  the  bone , the  fweeter  the 
fiefh,  then  I always  ate  of  the  fweeteft,  my  diet 
being  to  pick  the  bones  that  came  off  of  Gentle- 
mens Tables.  During  the  time  that  I lived  here, 
although  I had  been  a young  wench,  I fhould 
not  needed  to  have  feared  being  troubled  with 
the  Green-ficknefs,  running  up  and  down  flairs 
fo  many  fcore  times  in  a day  would  have  cured 
me  of  that  malady  ; thofe  who  had  feen  my  nim- 
blenefs  would  have  abfolutely  judged  that  my 
fhooes  were  made  of  cork,  I was  as  light  heel’d 
as  fhe  who  hath  made  her  Husband  Cuckold 
feven  and  twenty  times  over.  My  Mafter  drave 
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a great  trade,  not  onely  in  boil’d  meat  and  roaft 
meat,  but  alfo  in  baking  fmall  pies,  which  the 
women  cryed  up  and  down  the  ftreets  for  him. 
Every  Friday  I obferved  we  had  brought  in  a 
Porters  basket  full  or  two  of  pieces  of  raw  meat, 
which  though  me  thought  they  fmelt  very  un- 
favory,  yet  were  they  made  ufe  of,  fome  minced, 
others  pepper’d  and  falted,  and  put  into  pies,  ere 
the  week  went  about  they  all  marcht  off,  I won- 
dered for  a great  while  from  whence  this  meat 
came,  at  laffc  I was  informed  by  one  of  the  Pren- 
tices, that  it  was  fuch  pieces  as  were  cut  off  of 
the  flunking  raw  hides,  that  were  brought  into 
Leaden-hall  to  fell  there  on  Fridays  ; blefs  me 
thought  I,  what  deceit  is  here ! then  did  I think 
on  the  old  Proverb,  that  the  blind  eats  many  a 
fly.  No  marvel  that  fickneffes  are  fo  rife,  fince 
fuch  unwholfome  food  muft  needs  introduce 
them.  Now  becaufe  thofe  pieces  of  meat  were 
lean  and  dry,  they  ufed  to  mix  with  them  fuch  fat 
pieces  of  meat  as  Gentlemen  left,  adding  thereto 
fome  dripping,  and  fuch  like  fluff,  which  alto- 
gether made  a gallant  hodg-podg  for  hungry 
ftomacks. 

To  roaft  meat  twice  over  is  fo  commonly  now 
ufed  amongft  moft  Cooks,  that  I think  I fhall 
not  need  to  mention  this  as  a rarity  in  my  Mailer; 
and  yet  would  not  that,  nor  what  I mentioned 
before,  nor  his  buying  of  Carrion,  fuch  meat  as 
would  have  dyed  alone  had  it  not  been  killed, 
being  difeafed  or  maimed,  and  felling  it  for  good; 
all  this  (I  fay)  would  not  do,  notwithflanding  all 
his  great  pains,  but  flill  he  went  backwards  in 
the  world  ; which  puts  me  in  mind  of  a flory 
that  I have  heard  fome  while  ago,  concerning  an 
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evil  fpirit  that  haunts  the  houfes  of  fuch  perfons 
who  ufe  unconfcionable  wayes  whereby  to  grow 
rich,  which  though  it  be  nothing  as  concerning 
my  life,  yet  I think  it  not  amifs  to  relate  the 
fame,  as  being  not  altogether  impertinent  to  our 
purpofe. 

In  the  City  of  Brijiol  (a  place  which  may  com- 
pare with  the  choiceft  of  England  for  the  fairnefs 
of  the  buildings,  and  richnefs  of  trading)  within 
the  memory  of  our  Fathers,  there  lived  a young 
man  named  Francifco,  who  although  prentice  to 
a Baker,  yet  when  his  time  came  out,  fet  up  the 
trade  of  a Cook.  This  young  man  was  very  de- 
firous  to  gain  a great  eftate  quickly,  and  fo  im- 
patient he  was  of  being  rich  on  a fudden,  that  he 
refolved  to  leave  no  means  unattempted  which 
fhould  lye  in  his  way  whereby  he  might  effedt  his 
defire,  for  fo  he  might  gain,  he  flood  not  upon 
what  means  whereby  he  might  doe  it ; bad  in- 
fedted  meat  he  fold  for  good,  nickt  his  Canns, 
froatht  his  Jugs,  fcored  up  two  flaggons  for  one, 
yea  what  not  ? but  all  his  endeavours  arrived 
not  to  that  height  which  he  expedted,  for  not- 
withflanding  he  went  forv/ard  in  trading,  doe 
what  he  could  he  went  backwards  in  thriving. 
This  Francifco  had  a Prieft  to  his  Uncle,  that 
lived  about  fome  twenty  miles  off  him,  who  had 
bellowed  fome  fmall  matter  on  him  when  his 
time  came  out  whereby  to  fet  him  up,  and  two 
years  being  now  expired,  he  repaired  to  his 
Nephew  to  fee  how  fortune  had  favor’d  him,  and 
whether  he  had  made  any  improvement  of  that 
little  he  had  given  him.  The  Nephew  enter- 
tained him  kindly,  and  feafted  him  royally,  but 
when  his  Uncle  asked  him  how  the  world  went 
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with  him,  he  could  not  chufe  but  figh,  telling  him 
what  endeavours  he  had  ufed  whereby  to  encreafe 
his  eftate,  but  that  all  proved  fruitlefs.  Ah  Cozen 
(faid  the  old  man)  come  along  with  me,  and  I will 
fhow  you  the  thief  that  fteals  away  all  your  gains, 
and  thereupon  taking  him  by  the  hand  he  lead 
him  into  the  Cellar,  where  when  they  were  come, 
they  beheld  a big  fellow  with  a paunch  like  a 
tun,  his  eyes  ftrutting  out  with  fatnefs,  his  thighes 
like  to  mill-polls,  fo  unweildy  that  he  could  hardly 
go  ; there  they  faw  him  gurmandizing  on  the  cold 
meat  that  was  left,  devouring  more  in  a minute 
then  fix  hungry  plough-men  could  doe  in  half  an 
hour ; after  he  had  fo  eaten,  he  takes  a flaggon 
in  his  hand,  and  of  the  belt  beer,  fwallows  down 
live  or  fix  of  them  full  one  after  another,  which 
being  done  he  vanilht  away  ; this  Coufin  (faid 
the  Prieft)  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Buttery , who  fo  long 
as  you  ufe  unconfcionable  wayes  by  cheating  of 
people,  hath  power  over  what  you  have,  which 
he  will  fo  invifibly  devour,  that  do  what  you  can 
for  the  gaining  of  an  eftate,  it  is  but  all  in  vain  ; 
and  therefore  if  you  intend  to  thrive,  you  mull 
take  a clean  contrary  courfe  to  what  you  have 
done,  and  by  dealing  honeftly,  there  is  no  quef- 
tion  but  a blelfing  will  follow  upon  your  endea- 
vours. 

The  young  man  promifed  very  faithfully  to  do 
according  to  his  Uncles  direflions,  who  thereupon 
returned  home  again  : accordingly  when  his  Uncle 
was  gone,  he  began  to  work  a thorow  reforma- 
tion, bought  of  the  bell  meat,  fold  good  penny- 
worths, filled  his  flaggons,  fcored  right,  and  dealt 
juftly  in  all  his  a6ling,  doing  this,  he  quickly  be- 
gins to  thrive  in  the  world,  grows  rich,  purchafes 
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houfe  and  land,  and  hath  a great  ftock  by  him 
betides  ; in  fo  much  that  his  wealth  being  taken 
notice  of,  he  was  foon  after  chofen  one  of  the 
Aldermen  of  the  City.  His  Uncle  afterwards 
comes  again  to  vifit  him,  to  whom  he  relates  his 
change  of  condition,  and  how  God  had  bleffed 
him  with  a plentifull  eftate.  Now  Coufin  (faid 
the  old  Prieft)  let  us  again  vifit  your  Cellar  ; 
when  they  came  there,  they  beheld  a thin,  lean, 
meager  fac’d  fellow,  one  that  feemed  more  like 
an  Anatomy  than  a man ; his  ribs  appeared 
through  his  cloaths,  his  eyes  were  funck  into  his 
head,  his  cheeks  look’d  like  to  fhriveld  parchment, 
and  his  legs  (which  were  no  bigger  than  cat-fticks 
that  boys  ufe  at  trap-ball)  were  fo  weak  as  would 
hardly  fupport  his  body.  He  went  to  a platter 
of  cold  meat,  but  had  not  ftrength  enough  to  lift 
it  up  to  his  head  ; afterwards  he  affayed  to  draw 
fome  beer,  but  could  not  pull  the  tap  out  of  the 
faffet,  fo  that  feeing  his  endeavours  were  in  vain, 
with  a deep  figh  he  vanifht  away.  Now  Nephew 
(faid  the  old  Prieft)  you  may  plainly  perceive 
what  it  was  that  hinder’d  you  from  thriving  be- 
fore and  therefore  now  fince  you  are  thoroughly 
inftru6ted  whereby  to  be  rich,  I fhall  take  my 
leave  of  you,  wifhing  with  all  my  heart  that  all 
of  your  profeffion  would  leave  off  their  cheating 
and  couzening  tricks,  and  take  the  fame  courfe 
of  life  whereby  to  thrive  as  you  have  done. 

Now,  faid  he,  what  think  you  of  this  difcourfe  ? 
is  this  quiet  betides  the  matter  or  no  ? in  truth 
(quoth  I),  I think  it  is  very  pertinent  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  I wifh  all  tradefmen  would  follow  the 
example,  for  when  they  have  done  all  they  can, 
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they  will  finde  in  the  end  that  honefty  is  the  beft 
policy,  and  to  deal  juftly  the  high-way  to  grow 
rich  : the  beft  bed-fellow  to  deep  with  is  a good 
confcience,  and  well  doing  (were  there  no  reward 
for  it  in  the  world  to  come)  yet  were  it  a fufficient 
recompence  in  it  felf.  But  leaving  this  difcourfe, 
as  that  which  is  rather  to  be  wifhed  for,  than 
afcertained  to  be  pra6tifed  in  this  evil  age  of 
ours : let  me  entreat  you  to  proceed  on  in  the 
difcourfe  of  your  life,  as  a thing  which  I much 
defire  to  hear. 

That  fhall  I gladly  do,  faid  he.  Know  then 
that  after  I had  been  at  this  Cooks  fome  fmall 
fpace  of  time,  my  Father  returned  home  from 
being  a Soldier,  in  that  voyage  he  was  preft  out 
as  I told  you  of  before  ; now  though  he  did  not 
go  out  full,  he  returned  home  more  empty  than 
he  went  out ; without  cloaths,  and  without  money 
to  buy  any  ; and  which  was  worft  fo  pinched  with 
hunger,  that  he  looked  like  a fcare-crow,  or  one 
newly  rifen  from  the  dead.  It  grieved  my  heart 
to  fee  him  in  this  condition,  but  how  to  remedy 
it  I did  not  know  ; fome  little  money  I had  which 
was  left  of  that  I fnipt  in  the  Tapfters  fervice, 
which  I very  freely  beftowed  upon  him,  but  alas 
that  was  gone  as  foon  almoft  as  received,  and  I 
having  no  more  to  fupply  him,  he  asked  me  if 
we  had  no  plate,  that  went  about  the  houfe  ? I 
told  him  we  had ; then  (faid  he)  to  furnifh  me, 
you  muft  at  fuch  time  as  your  houfe  is  full  of 
Guefts,  upon  their  going  away  convey  a fdver 
bowl  into  a fecure  place, which  you  mayafterwards 
deliver  for  me  to  one  whom  I will  fend  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  for  I will  not  come  to  your  houfe  my  felf, 
becaufe  there  fhall  be  no  fufpition  of  me  ; I pro- 
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mifed  him  to  do  as  he  bid  me,  appointing  him  the 
time  when  he  fhould  fend  the  man,  which  was 
the  next  day;  accordinglyhe  came  and  I deliver’d 
him  a large  filver  bowl,  which  he  carried  cleverly 
away.  At  night  when  my  Matter  came  to  lock 
up  his  plate,  the  belt  bowl  was  miffing,  which  put 
all  the  houfe  into  diforder;  my  Matter  fwore,  my 
Miftrefs  fcolded,  the  Servants  grumbled,  but  who 
to  blame  not  any  one  could  tell ; onely  the  maid 
faid  fhe  faw  it  in  my  hand  that  afternoon,  for 
which  I wifht  her  tongue  in  a cleft  ftick,  but 
ttoutly  denyed  that  I had  feen  it  that  day:  in- 
deed my  Matter  had  a great  conceit  of  my  ho- 
nefty  or  elfe  her  bawling  might  have  difcover’d 
me,  for  had  they  charg’d  me  with  it  ftrongly,  I 
fhould  not  have  had  the  impudence  to  have  flood 
out  in  the  denyal  of  it,  having  that  within  me 
which  ftrongly  checked  me  for  doing  it.  But 
after  fome  fmall  inquifition  about  it,  it  was  ge- 
nerally agreed  that  fome  of  the  Guefts  had  ftol- 
len  it  away;  then  next  was  inquiry  made  what 
feveral  companies  we  had  that  day,  and  which  of 
them  was  the  mod  to  be  fufpefted;  but  the  more 
they  thought,  the  worfe  they  were  fatisfied,  not 
one  appearing  more  probable  than  another; 
wherefore  it  was  agreed  by  a general  confent, 
that  the  next  morning  the  Maid  and  I fhould  go 
to  a cunning  AJlrologer  about  it,  one  who  was 
cryed  up  for  art  to  be  little  inferior  to  Fryer  Ba- 
con, for  though  he  could  not  make  a brazenhead 
to  fpeak,  yet  he  had  fuch  a brazen  face  of  his 
own,  as  could  out-face  the  Devil  himfelf  for  lying. 

I was  not  afraid  to  go,  though  I knew  my  own 
guilt,  becaufe  I always  judged  that  Art  to  be  a 
meer  cheat,  and  though  they  lay  their  nets  very 
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plaufibly  to  take  the  people ; yet  they  feldome 
catch  any  but  owls  and  wood-cocks.  Knocking 
at  the  door,  Matter  AJlrologer  came  out  unto  us, 
to  wrapped  up  in  his  Purple  Gown,  that  you  could 
fcarcely  fee  e’r  an  honeft  limb  of  him ; he  had  on 
his  head  a black  cap  with  a white  one  under  it, 
which  was  turned  up  fome  part  over  the  black 
one,  that  it  looked  like  a black  Jack  tipt  with 
filver.  After  we  had  difcovered  our  bufinefs  un- 
to him,  he  told  us  the  price  of  his  art  was  a 
fhilling  whether  he  found  out  the  thief  or  no; 
we  knew  it  was  in  vain  for  us  to  contend  with 
him,  and  therefore  we  very  freely  gave  it  him,  by 
which  he  perceived  that  the  ftars  were  very  au- 
fpitious  to  him  in  that  hour,  or  elfe  (for  ought  I 
know)  he  might  have  gone  without  his  mornings- 
draught.  When  he  had  received  our  money  he 
very  formally  fet  himfelf  down  in  a Chair,  having 
a peice  of  white  paper  before  him,  and  then  tak- 
ing a pen  in  his  hand,  he  made  thereon  feveral 
Triangles  and  Quadrangles,  with  other  Crotchets 
and  Whimfies,  which  he  called  the  twelve  Houfes. 
Jupiter  faid  he  being  Lord  of  the  A fcendent,  digni- 
fies good  luck  for  the  gaming  your  Cup  agen,  did 
not  Mars  interpofe  with  an  evil  afpedt  towards 
Mercury.  Now  Venus  being  on  the  fiery  Trigon, 
denotes  the  party  that  had  it  lives  either  Eafl  or 
Weft;  and  Saturn  being  Retrograde, and  in  theCufp 
<?/Taurus,  it  mufi  needs  be  that  it  is  hidden  under 
ground  cither  North  or  South.  Then  asked  he  us 
if  there  were  not  a red  hair’d  man  there  that 
day?  we  told  him  no,  nor  a black  hail'd  man 
neither  faid  he?  we  ftill  anfwer’d  no;  nor  was 
there  not  (faid  he)  a brown  hair’d  man  there, 
with  grey  Cloaths,  not  very  tall,  nor  very  low? 
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we  told  him  yes;  then  asked  he  us  if  we  knew  him 
or  no  ? we  anfwered  no.  The  Sun  faith  he  being 
ill po/ited  in  the  eleventh  Houfe , and  Mercury  in 
Trine  with  Virgo  it  was  without  all  doubt  a brown 
hair'd  man  that  had  your  bowl.  Then  asked  I 
him  if  it  might  not  be  a woman  as  well  as  a man? 
this  put  him  fomething  to  his  trumps;  but  when 
the  Maid  faid  that  could  not  be,  for  there  was 
never  a ftrange  woman  there  all  that  day,  he  grew 
bold  and  anfwer’d,  no;  /cr  Venus  faid  he  being 
weak  in  reception  with  Gemini,  and  the  Moon  in 
her  detriment,  both  Feminine  Planets,  does  plainly 
tell  that  it  was  a man,  and  one  betwixt  forty  and 
fifty  years  of  age.  Upon  my  life  faid  the  Maid,  I 
faw  the  party  that  had  it,  he  was  a curld  pated 
fellow,  with  a whitifh  Cloak  and  a fad  coloured 
it,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  he  dined  in  the 
half  Moon,  and  had  fix  penny  worth  of  roaft  beef 
to  his  dinner;  but  if  ever  I fee  the  Rogue  agen, 
ile  teach  him  to  fteal  bowls  with  a murrain  to 
him.  I could  not  chufe  but  laugh  to  my  felf  at 
the  wenches  confidence,  and  the  cheat  of  the 
Aftrologer,  and  to  think  how  poor  filly  people 
are  cozened  by  thefe  Jugling  Artifts,  for  no  bet- 
ter term  can  I give  them,  as  believing  no  truth 
at  all  in  their  praedidlions ; for  let  me  ask  them 
this  queftion,  whether  the  Stars  do  compel  or  only 
encline?  if  they  fay  they  compel,  they  fpeak  little 
lefs  than  blafphemy,  by  afcribing  too  much  to 
Nature,  and  derogating  from  the  Deity.  If  they 
only  encline,  then  what  fure  ground-work  can 
there  be  for  what  they  fay,  when  their  conjec- 
tures are  but  only  probable?  And  for  their  Doc- 
trine of  nativities,  that  if  a man  be  born  under 
fuch  a Planet,  his  deftiny  will  be  fo  and  fo,  and 
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he  will  come  to  fuch  an  end ; we  fee  oft-times 
that  in  a battel,  a Canon  bullet  kills  five  or  fix 
at  one  inftant,  who  no  doubt  were  born  under 
feveral  Planets,  and  yet  come  all  to  one  fate;  or 
if  they  fay  it  is  poffible  fo  many  might  be  born 
under  one  and  the  felf  fame  Planet  and  afpe£ts; 
yet  let  me  go  further  with  them ; we  have  known 
battels  at  Sea,  when  by  an  unhappy  fhot  a Ship 
hath  funk  in  an  inftant,  with  fix  or  feven  hundred 
men  in  her,  who  have  all  been  drowned  in  the 
deep.  Will  they  fay  thefe  were  all  born  under 
one  Planet?  verily  if  they  fhould  fo  fay,  I fhould 
not  believe  them;  therefore  I may  fay  of  our 
Aftrologers  as  Cato  faid  of  the  Aruj^ pices  of  Rome 
in  his  time,  that  he  wondred  how  one  of  them  could 
forbear  to  laugh , when  he  met  with  any  of  his  fel- 
lows , to  fee  how  they  deceived  men,  and  made  a great 
number  of  Jimple  ones  in  the  City.  But  I tire  your 
patience  with  this  digreffion,  for  I expeft  not 
my  words  will  work  any  Reformation  in  them, 
feeing  they  may  fay  with  Demetrius  in  the  A6ts 
of  the  Apoftles,  that  by  this  Craft  they  get  their 
wealth. 

To  return  therefore  where  we  left,  having  taken 
leave  of  the  Aftrologer,  away  we  went  home  agen, 
fraught  with  a Sackful  of  news  to  tell  our  Mafter. 
No  fooner  were  we  within  doors,  but  the  Maid  fet 
her  clack  agoing ; Mafler  (faid  fhe)  the  Cunning 
man  hath  told  us  exadlly  who  it  was  that  ftoleyour 
bowl, he  hath  defcribed  him  fully  from  top  to  toe, not  fo 
much  as  his  very fhoojlrings  but  he  told  us  of  what  co- 
lour they  were  of, his  hat, his  hair, his  beard,  his  doublet, 
breaches,  hofe,  not  one  thing  that  he  omitted.  I ferved 
the  R ogue  that flole  it  withR  oafl-beef my felf,  the  Devil 
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choak  him  with  it,  for  I think  Jilver  will  not ; but 
if  ever  he  comes  here  again , or  that  I meet  him  in 
the  Jlreets,  ile  ferve  him  fuch  a trick  as  fhall  make 
him  wifh  he  had  never  drank  out  of  any  thing  in  his 
life  but  a wooden  difh.  I faid  nothing  all  this  while, 
and  though  I knew  the  lied  moft  abominably  in 
what  the  Aftrologer  faid,  yet  I confirmed  her 
fpeeches,  hoping  this  would  forever  take  away  fuf- 
pition  from  me  of  being  culpable,  only  I thought 
with  my  felf  if  that  party  the  imagined  to  have  it 
fhould  come  again  to  the  Houfe,  what  a coil  fhe 
would  make  with  him  ; but  whether  fhe  forgot  his 
Phyfiognomy,  or  that  the  man  never  came  there 
agen,  I never  after  that  heard  any  more  of  the 
matter. 

In  the  mean  time  my  father  had  difpofed  of  the 
purchafed  prize,  bought  him  an  old  fuit  with  fome 
part  of  the  mony,  and  ranted  it  in  the  ale-houfe 
with  the  reft  of  it,  for  what  is  thus  gotten  over 
the  Devils  back  is  for  the  moft  part  fpent  under 
his  belly.  At  laft  his  finful  life  had  a Tragical 
conclufion,  for  one  of  his  Comrades  and  he  being 
fudling  together, they  chanced  to  fall  out,  and  from 
words  proceeded  to  blows,  where  my  father  re- 
cieved  fuch  a knock  on  his  pate  with  a flaggon, 
that  though  it  killed  him  not  out-right,  yet  he  fur- 
led not  long  after ; making  his  end  anfwerable 
to  his  life:  for  as  he  led  a troublefome  life  all  the 
dayes  he  lived,  fo  he  put  the  Parifh  to  fome  trouble 
at  his  death,  who  were  forced  to  be  at  the  charge 
af  burying  him. 
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CHAP.  XI. 


The  abufes  of  Nurfes,  and  keepers  of  fick  people , 
his  M after  dyeth , the  knavery  of  his  Executor 
both  in  his  trade  and  office : he  lives  with  a Lock- 
fmith , the  knavery  of  that  trade. 

I Was  the  lefs  grieved  for  the  death  of  my  father, 
knowing,  if  he  had  lived,  he  would  have  brought 
me  to  the  Gallows,  for  he  would  have  been  always 
in  want,  and  urging  me  to  fupply  him,  which  I 
could  not  do  any  other  wayes  than  by  theft ; but 
that  now  he  was  dead  I refolved  quite  to  give  over 
the  pra6lice  of  it,  for  fearinthe  end,  it  fhould  bring 
me  to  look  through  a hempen  cafement.  And  now 
I bent  all  my  endeavours  to  pleafe  my  Matter, 
knowing  I had  few  friends  to  rely  upon ; I was  up 
with  the  firft,  and  down  with  the  laft,  and  refufed 
no  work  I was  fet  unto,  and  I found  the  benefit  of 
my  diligence  at  laft,  for  it  pleafed  God  to  vifit 
our  family  with  the  Peftilence,  which  in  a weeks 
fpace,  fwept  away  all  the  whole  Houfhold  but  my 
Matter  and  I.  In  this  weeks  time  I obferved  the 
abufes  and  cheats  of  Nurfes  and  Keepers,  fuch 
who  look  to  people  who  are  vifited  with  the  fick- 
nefs.  Twoofthefe  Jades  we  had  in  our  houfe, 


99 


Witty  Extravagant. 

who  when  my  miftris  lay  diftradted  with  the  dif- 
temper,  took  away  her  keys,  and  ranfackt  her 
Trunks,  from  whence  they  took  a purfe  full  of 
money,  moft  of  it  gold,  which  the  had  gathered 
unknown  to  my  Matter,  intending  to  keep  it  for 
her  further  need,  (or  as  we  fay)  againft  a rainy 
day.  Thus  thefe  Jades  convey’d  away  together 
with  a great  deal  of  the  beft  linnen  in  the  houfe, 
which  was  done  by  the  help  of  the  watch-man  that 
guarded  the  door,  who  was  fon-in-law  to  one  of 
the  Queans,  and  now  that  my  Matter  might  not 
ditcover  their  theft,  they  fent  her  of  an  errant  to 
her  long  home,  by  giving  her  drinks  and  other 
flops,  quite  contrary  to  what  the  Phyfrcians  pre- 
scribed, by  the  fame  way  they  difpatch’dthe  maid, 
and  the  Prentices,  with  a little  Girle,  the  only 
Child  my  Matter  had ; and  now  was  none  remain- 
ing but  my  Matter  and  I,  whom  they  intended 
fhouldhave  followed  after  the  reft,  then  they  might 
have  plundered  without  controul  j but  I feeing  how 
toon  my  fellows  were  gone,  and  obfervingthat  they 
all  dy’d  prefently  after  they  had  received  any  of 
their  flops,  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them 
perfwading  my. Matter  to  do  the  like,  affirming  it 
even  before  their  faces,  that  they  were  the  perfons 
that  had  kill’d  my  Miftrifs  and  the  reft,  and  would 
if  let  alone,  make  a hand  of  us  too.  But  thefe 
impudent  Jades  hearing  me  begin  to  difcover  their 
villanies,  would  have  perfwaded  my  Matter  that 
I was  alfo  infcdted,  and  that  it  had  already  taken 
my  brain,  which  caufed  me  to  talk  fo  idly,  and  to 
began  to  feize  upon  me,  intending  to  have  ty’d 
me  into  a bed,  which  if  they  had  done  I tliould 
never  have  come  out  of  it  alive,  but  my  Matter 
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interpofmg  bid  them  let  me  alone,  for  he  himfelf 
was  of  the  fame  mind  with  me.  Thefebold  Queans 
hearing  him  fay  fo,  one  of  them  flew  at  him  ; you 
old  dotard  laid  fhe,  do  you  begin  to  talke  idely  too, we 
muft  tame  you  yfaith,  & fo  attempted  to  pull  him 
down,  whilft  the  other  was  as  bufie  with  me  : my 
Matter  and  I ftrugling  with  them  what  we  could: 
but  perceiving  them  to  be  too  hard  for  us  (for 
they  were  two  ftout  Maftiff  Queans)  we  got  to  the 
window  andcryed  as  loud  as  we  could,  and  thereby 
gathered  a great  many  people  together  to  know 
what  was  the  matter,  to  whom  we  related  the  great 
danger  we  were  in  of  being  murdered  by  the  two 
women  that  were  with  us,  defiring  by  all  means, 
that  we  might  be  rid  of  them,  they  being  the 
greateft  plague  we  were  infedted  withal  at  the  pre- 
sent, and  whom  we  dreaded  as  much  as  death  it 
felf ; Amongft  others  that  came  (alarm’d  by  this 
outcry)  was  a Shoomaker  that  lived  not  far  off  who 
was  near  of  kin  to  my  Matter,  and  thought  him- 
felf no  mean  fellow,  he  being  at  that  time  Over- 
feer  of  the  poor,  this  man  kept  a great  buftle, 
commanding  the  door  to  be  broken  open,  which 
being  done  with  as  much  imperioufnefs  as  a 
Countrey  J uftice  domineers  over  a hedge-breaker, 
he  commands  the  two  women  to  depart  out  of 
the  houfe,  which  they  (being  confcious  of  a felf 
guilt)  accordingly  did,  to  the  no  little  joy  of  my 
Mafter  and  me,  who  fear’d  we  fhould  have  perifhed 
under  their  mercilefs  hands. 

Being  rid  of  thefe  two  Harpyes,  I was  more  than 
double  diligent  towards  my  Mafter,  well  hopeing 
that  Death  with  his  beefom  would  fvveep  him  away 
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alfo,  which  I judged  the  rather  could  come  to  pafs, 
becaufe  the  thred  of  his  life  was  fpun  out  to  a far 
greater  length  than  mine,  not  at  all  confidering, 
that  the  Peftilence  makes  no  difference  betwixt 
age  and  youth;  or  if  it  doth,  fooner  feizes  upon 
youth  than  age,  as  having  more  matter  to  work 
upon.  But  I was  fo  confident  that  my  Mafter 
would  die,  and  that  I fhould  live,  that  I would  ra- 
ther perform  all  offices  towards  him,  than  to  admit 
of  a partner  to  plunder  the  Houfe  with  mewhen  he 
was  dead.  But  three  dayes  being  paffed,  and  no 
alteration  at  all  appearing  in  him,  I began  then  to 
alter  my  opinion,  and  feared  he  would  efcape  and 
not  have  it  at  all ; and  therefore  I began  to  caft 
my  wits  about,  and  confider  with  my  felf,  what  I 
had  beftto  do;  now  I knewconceit would  do  much 
with  him,  and  therefore  I firft  begun  to  tell  him, 
that  he  looked  very  ill  all  of  a fudden,  asking  if  he 
felt  no  alteration  in  his  body?  which  at  firft  he  faid, 
no;  but  afterwards  upon  my  perfwafions  that  he 
muft  needs  be  fick,  he  foon  grew  conceited  that  he 
was  fo  indeed,  in  fo  much,  that  at  laft  I told  him, 
that  he  had  the  perfe6t  fymptoms  of  a dying  man 
upon  him;  thofe  words  ftruck  him  to  the  very 
heart,  that  without  further  delay  he  went  to  the 
window,  called  for  a Porter,  and  fent  him  for  a 
Shoomaker  I fpake  of  before,  to  come  to  him 
prefently,  and  bring  a Scrivener  along  with  him. 
I asked  him  what  he  would  do  with  a Scrivener? 
but  when  he  told  me  it  was  to  make  his  will,  I 
was  ready  to  fwound,  fearing  he  would  take  an  in- 
ventory of  his  goods  alfo,  and  fo  hinder  my  pel- 
fering  when  he  was  dead,  for  I was  now  fully 
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minded  to  theive  from  him  what  I could,  not- 
withftanding  my  refolution  but  a little  before  to 
leave  it  off,  I feared  to  be  known  for  ftealing  the 
fdver  bowl:  fo  hard  it  is  for  thofe  that  are  prin- 
cipled in  wiclcednefs,  to  leave  off  that  vice  they 
have  been  accuftomed  unto;  however  I praifed 
him  for  his  care  therein,  that  he  would  fettle  his 
mind  as  to  outward  affairs,  they  might  be  no  hin- 
drance to  his  more  pious  thoughts,  which  now 
fhould  be  bent  altogether  to  Heaven-wards. 

Scarce  had  I made  an  end  of  praifing  his  good 
intentions, but  that  the  Shoomaker  and  the  Scrive- 
ner were  come,  to  whom  out  of  the  window,  he  de- 
clared his  mind  for  the  difpofing  of  his  eftate. 
Firft,  he  commended  his  Soul  unto  Heaven,  and 
his  Body  to  Earth,  which  I wifhed  had  been 
racked  up  in  it  before  the  Scrivener  came.  Next 
(faid  he)  for  the  good  and  faithful  fervice  he  hath 
done  me,  I bequeath  to  my  Boy  Gregory  (for  that 
is  my  name)  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds,  whereof 
ten  pound  to  be  beftowed  on  him  in  Schooling, the 
other  ten  pound  to  buy  him  Cloathes,  and  put  him 
out  to  Apprentice  to  fome  Handy-craft  Trade.  I 
hearing  my  Matter  to  fay  this,  could  not  but  re- 
fle6l  upon  my  monftrous  ingratitude  that  I fhould 
go  to  kill  him  that  was  fo  kind  to  me,  and  had  fo 
much  care  for  my  future  livelihood ; but  covetouf- 
nefs  cancels  all  obligations,  and  therefore  is  well 
termed  the  Spring  head  of  all  ungodlinefs.  Next 
(faid  he)  I bequeath  to  the  poor  of  the  Parifh 
wherein  I live,  the  fum  of  five  pounds,  three 
pound  thereof  to  be  laid  out  on  Cloaths  for  them, 
to  make  them  apparel,  and  beftowed  on  fuch  as 
my  Executor  fhall  fee  moft  needful;  and  the  other 
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forty  {hillings  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for  them,  and 
to  be  diftributed  the  next  four  Sundayes  after 
my  deceafe,  each  Sunday  alike  till  it  be  out. 
The  reft  of  his  eftate  he  gave  unto  the  Shoomaker. 
whom  he  made  his  full  and  foie  Executor,  giving 
him  a great  charge  to  be  careful  of  me,  and  fo 
having  fubfcribed  and  fealed  it,  he  betook  him  to 
his  bed,  as  prepared  to  die;  and  free  leave  he 
had  to  go  both  of  me  and  the  Shoomaker  alfo. 

To  haften  him  on  the  more,  I perfwaded  him 
to  fweat,  which  he  was  willing  to  do ; fo  I covered 
him  with  as  many  Clothes  as  he  was  able  to  bear, 
and  being  in  a violent  fweat,  he  called  for  fome 
ftrong  waters;  whereupon  I went  to  the  Pump 
and  filled  him  a pint  of  fuch  fober  liquor  as  that 
yielded,  and  broughtittohim ; which  having  tafted, 
he  asked  me  what  I had  brought  him?  I told  him 
it  was  excellent  good  white  anny-feed , he  faid,  it 
tafted  like  fair  water;  I told  him,  that  was  only 
the  badnefs  of  his  Pallet  which  could  not  diftin- 
guifh  anything;  truly  (faid  he)  it  tafteth  fo  fmall, 
that  I think  you  may  leave  the  word  anny  feed 
out,  and  call  it  only  white-water.  Yet  notwith- 
ftanding  this  he  found  fuch  fault,  his  parching 
thirft  caufed  him  to  drink  it  all  off,  which  gave 
fuch  a fudden  chill  to  his  blood,  that  what  with 
that  and  fome  other  flops  that  I gave  him,  in 
three  days  time  he  turned  up  his  heels  and  dyed. 

No  fooner  was  his  breath  out  of  his  body,  but 
I began  to  put  in  execution  what  before  I had 
intended ; and  firft  I examined  his  pockets,  where- 
in I found  the  fum  of  fourteen  fhillings  and  nine 
pence;  eleven  fhillings  whereof  I took,  leaving 
fome,  that  I might  not  be  fufpefted  to  have  taken 
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any,  but  this  was  nothing  to  what  I thought  to 
find  in  his  Trunck,  which  I opened  with  an  ex- 
pectation to  have  mine  eyes  bleft  with  the  fight 
of  ftore  of  white  and  yellow  pieces,  but  the  clouds 
dropped  no  fuch  rain,  the  Trunk  courted  not  me 
as  Jupiter  did  Diana  with  a golden  fhowre; 
fome  plate  was  in  it,  fome  Bonds  and  other  writ- 
ings, but  no  money.  This  was  a fihrew’d  cooling 
card  to  my  high  hopes,  which  promifed  me  Mourn 
tains,  and  performed  not  mole-hills;  for  as  for 
the  plate  the  Executor  knew  of  each  piece  in 
the  houfe,  and  Bills  and  Bonds  fignified  no  more 
to  me,  than  meat  to  an  hungry  man  which  he 
might  fee  but  not  come  at;  wherefore  feeing  it 
would  be  no  better,  I armed  my  felf  with  patience, 
confidering  I had  not  loft  by  his  death,  he  hav- 
ing given  me  twenty  pound  for  the  bringing  me 
up  to  fome  learning  and  putting  me  out  Appren- 
tice, by  which  I hoped  to  be  fufficiently  able 
to  live  in  the  World;  and  therefore  having  fe- 
cured  the  eleven  (hillings  in  the  Coller  of  my 
doublet  (miftrufting  my  pockets  might  be  fearched) 
I called  for  a meffenger,  and  fent  the  Executor 
word  of  his  death,  not  bidding  him  to  have 
a care  of  frighting  him  in  the  delivery  of  his 
meffage,  for  I did  not  think  the  fudden  news 
of  his  death  would  make  him  to  break  his 
heart  with  forrow,  there  was  lefs  fear  in  that,  than 
of  a Ufurer  undoing  a young  Heir,  when  he  once 
gets  him  into  bonds.  He  having  received  the 
news,  made  no  long  tarriance  before  he  came  to 
me,  bringing  a couple  of  old  women  along  with 
him  to  fearch  the  dead  corps,  that  an  account 
might  be  given  what  he  dyed  of,  which  is  a thing 
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that  (you  know)  is  ufual.  But  before  I proceed 
any  further  (having  occafion  here  to  fpeak  of 
thefe  fearchers)  give  me  leave  to  mention  fome 
abufes  and  cheats  which  I have  obferved  to  be 
praftifed  by  them. 

They  are  indeed  very  neceffary,  efpecially  in 
great  Cities,  that  an  account  may  be  given  of 
what  difeafes  people  die  of,  and  that  men  may 
not  have  their  lives  fhortned  by  violence,  which 
appearing  after  their  deaths,  may  be  by  them 
difcovered;  but  thefe  women  have  their  Cheats 
too,  for  notwithftanding  they  are  fworn  to  give  a 
true  information  to  the  Parifh  Clarks,  yet  money 
can  fo  blind  their  eyes,  that  if  a man  be  poyfoned, 
they  can  bring  it  in  that  he  died  of  the  French- 
Pox ; and  though  a houfe  be  vifited  with  the 
ficknefs,  yet  if  the  Mafter  thereof  be  unwilling  to 
be  fhut  up  for  loofing  his  trading,  if  he  do  but 
greaze  them  in  the  fift  with  fome  money,  they 
will  make  the  Peftilence  to  be  furfeit,  and  the 
fpotted  feaver  (which  is  little  inferiour  to  the 
Plague)  the  Swine-pox,  and  fometimes  the  Mea- 
zles;  nay  once  I know  two  of  thefe  Searchers  that 
for  money  brought  it  in  that  the  party  who  had 
the  fpotted  feaver,  dyed  of  nothing  elfe  but  the 
tooth-ach:  Thus  you  fee  that  it  is  an  undeniable 
maxime,  that  there  is  Knavery  in  all  trades , peo- 
ple being  now  grown  fo  villanous  in  their  prac- 
tifes,  that  they  make  the  very  dead  to  be  accef- 
fary  to  their  Cheats. 

But  to  return  to  my  dory:  The  Shoomaker 
{landing  in  the  flreet,  whiled  the  women  came 
in,  called  to  me,  and  bid  me,  if  any  of  the  Truncks 
were  open,  to  lock  them  up,  and  throw  the  keys 
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down  to  him;  which  I accordingly  did,  the  fear 
of  looting  his  Mammon  making  him  to  difpence 
with  any  danger  that  might  accrew  to  him  by 
taking  the  keys.  That  night  was  my  old  Matter 
buried,  and  a fortnight  after  (the  Bedding  and 
Cloathes  being  aired  in  the  mean  time,  and  I con- 
tinuing found)  I was  removed  to  his  houfe,  where 
I took  fpecial  notice  of  his  great  care  in  perform- 
ing my  Matters  will,  and  firft  for  the  three  pounds 
that  was  given  to  buy  the  poor  Cloathes,  he  be- 
ftowed  the  fame  on  two  fuits  for  his  own  Boys, 
proving  it  to  be  the  will  of  the  dead  it  fhould  be 
fo ; for  (faid  he)  they  are  poor  who  are  in  want, 
and  his  fons  wanting  Clothes,  therefore  they  were 
to  be  reckoned  in  the  number  of  the  poor,  and 
policy  bids  us  this,  always  to  provide  for  our  own 
poor  firft.  Then  for  the  bread  he  ordered  with 
the  Baker  fo,  that  for  every  ten  dozen,  he  would 
have  a twelve  penny  loaf  and  yet  were  they  made 
fifteen  to  the  dozen,  which  over-plus  above  twelve 
he  alfo  took  to  himfelf,  fo  that  the  penny  loaves 
fhrunk  to  the  bignefs  of  half  penny  ones,  and 
only  for  the  name  there  was  no  difference.  I 
feeing  how  he  had  dealt  by  the  poor,  thought 
with  my  felf  that  my  Legacy  would  fhrink  alfo 
like  Northern  Cloath  in  the  wetting,  and  my 
twenty  pound,  come  to  twenty  {hillings;  but 
whilft  I had  caufe  for  my  felf,  I would  not  com- 
plain of  his  dealing  by  others,  and  therefore  ex- 
pe6ted  the  event  with  patience. 

Soon  after  I was  fet  to  School  with  a fellow 
that  went  in  black  Cloathes,  and  therefore  taken 
for  a man  of  learning  becaufe  fo  habited ; this 
man  and  his  Schollars  were  both  of  one  mind, 
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for  he  cared  not  how  little  he  taught  them  for 
their  money,  and  they  cared  not  how  little  they 
learned  for  it;  but  I who  had  no  friends  to  rely 
on  for  beftowing  any  thing  upon  me  afterwards, 
refolved  not  to  negledl  opportunity,  but  to  gain 
what  learning  I could,  thinking  it  might  ftand 
me  in  great  ftead  another  day,  and  therefore  I 
fo  plyed  my  book,  that  in  a fhort  time  I could 
read  Englifh  very  perfedtly,  and  had  fome  skill 
in  writing  and  calling  accounts. 

During  this  time  that  I went  to  School,  I plyed 
not  my  book  fo  altogether,  but  that  I obferved 
fome  practices  of  the  Shoemaker,  both  in  his 
trade  and  in  his  office;  and  firft  for  his  trade,  I 
faw  he  ufed  two  forts  of  leather,  one  whereof  was 
called  mens  leather,  which  was  ftrong,  faft,  and 
would  laft  well;  the  other  he  called  womans 
leather,  which  was  not  half  tanned,  and  would 
fcarce  laft  ten  miles  going;  this  laft  fort  of  lea- 
ther (becaufe  it  was  cheap)  he  ufed  moft,  efpe- 
cially  in  womens  Ihooes,  and  the  inner  foals  of 
mens:  and  fometimes  I obferved  that  if  the  in- 
ner foals  were  too  little,  he  would  flit  them  in 
the  middle  to  make  them  appear  on  both  Tides, 
and  at  other  times  with  his  teeth  he  would  ftretch 
his  leather,  as  for  gain  he  would  ftretch  his  Con- 
fcience.  Then  for  his  office,  for  the  bread  that 
was  given  to  the  poor  at  the  Church  on  Sun- 
dayes,  he  had  a weekly  fee  from  the  Baker  for 
his  cuftom;  and  for  other  gifts  that  were  to  be 
diftributed  (as  there  was  fome  Quarterly)  that 
poor  man  that  received  them,  muft  either  do  a 
dayes  work  gratis  for  him,  or  elfe  prefent  him 
with  fome  gift  worth  half  of  what  he  was  to  re- 
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ceive,  or  elfe  he  was  fure  to  go  without  it;  fo  that 
in  refpedl  of  his  office,  thefe  verfes  of  Withers 
were  very  applicable  unto  him, 

The  poor's  negledlor , 0 I pardon  crave, 

Collector  I Jhould  fay , may  play  the  knave, 

The  fool  I would  have faid,  but  chufeyou  whether 

He  may  be  both,  and  Jo  he  may  be  neither. 

But  before  I had  been  at  School  long,  my 
Guardian  told  me,  the  ten  pound  was  out  for  my 
board  (for  I paid  a Roaft-meat  price  for  my  diet, 
although  I fed  moft  commonly  on  bread  and 
cheefe)  and  therefore  I muft  prepare  to  go  to  Pren- 
tice; I thought  it  was  in  vain  to  contend  with 
him,  and  therefore  bid  him  provide  me  a Matter 
as  foon  as  he  would,  for  I was  willing  I told  him 
to  go.  He  quickly  heard  of  one  (for  bad  Matters 
are  as  eafie  to  be  found  as  bad  fervants)  one  that 
was  a true  Bacchanalian,  a Son  of  Vulcan,  by  pro- 
feffion  a Lock-fmith,  what  the  Executor  was  to 
give  with  me  I know  not,  but  thither  I went  fome 
few  dayes  upon  liking;  and  indeed  it  was  but  a 
few  dayes  I was  there  in  all,  for  there  was  found 
Knavery  in  that  Trade  as  well  as  others.  My  new 
Mafter  had  belike  driven  an  old  trade  with  pick- 
pockets, houfe-breakers,  and  fuch  kinde  of  people 
whom  he  furnifhed  with  ftore  of  pick-locks,  and 
inftruments  to  break  open  Shop-doors  and  win- 
dows; he  alfo  drave  a great  trade  with  thievifh 
Prentices,  for  falfe  keys  for  their  Matters  counting- 
lioufes  and  Truncks,  they  bringing  him  the  print 
of  them  either  in  Wax  or  Clay,  with  fome  of  which 
he  was  fharers  in  their  purchafe.  He  had  alfo  his 
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Emiffaries  abroad,  which  would  fteal  Iron  bars 
from  Cellar-windows,  and  fometimes  fetch  a fhort 
jaunt  into  the  Countrey, and  fteal  the  Coulters  and 
Shares  from  the  Ploughs,  as  alfo  hooks  and  hinges 
from  Gates,  which  he  bought  for  a fmall  price, 
and  ufed  to  work  them  out  in  the  night  for  fear  of 
difcovery,  yet  all  would  not  do,  wicked  a6tions 
have  bad  endings  ; one  of  thefe  Prentices  who  had 
made  ufe  of  him,  and  thereby  much  wronged  his 
Matter,  fpending  that  money  riotoufly  which  he 
had  got  naughtily,  his  excefs  brought  him  to  a 
furfeit  that  occasioned  his  end,  when  upon  his 
death-bed,  reflecting  on  his  former  vitious  prac- 
tifes,  he  detected  my  Matter,  who  was  thereupon 
apprehended  and  carried  before  a Juftice  of  the 
Peace,  that  fent  him  to  Newgate  ; how  he  fped  I 
know  not,  but  if  he  had  his  deferts,  I am  fure  he 
could  not  fcape  hanging. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

He  is  bound  Prentice  to  a Taylor , the  Knavery  of 
that  trade,  his  Mafter  of  a ftitch,  he  is  tunid 
over  to  a Baker,  zvho  mif  fing  him  he  runeth 
away. 

MY  next  Mafter  forfooth  was  a Taylor,  a dap- 
per fellow,  to  whom  the  Shoo  maker  (be- 
caufe  he  would  be  fure  to  be  rid  of  me)  bound  me 
Prentice  the  firft  day  I went  to  him,  after  I had 
been  there  a little  while,  whether  it  be  the  nature 
of  the  trade,  or  what  it  was  I know  not,  but  all  my 
mind  ran  upon  penny-loaves  and  pudding-pies  ; 
& whereas  before  I was  more  given  to  drink  than 
to  eat,  now  my  whole  appetite  was  for  feeding. 
If  I Avent  by  a Bakers  fhop,  oh  how  would  I caft 
mine  eyes  upon  the  penny  loaves,  wifhing  my 
belly  a Cupboard  to  contain  fuch  precious  jewels; 
neither  could  it  fink  into  my  faith,  that  there  was 
any  trade  in  the  world  comparable  to  a Bakers, 
but  that  which  made  me  the  more  hungry,  I con- 
ceive was  that  we  were  much  pinched  in  our  diet ; 
for  my  Mafter  made  us  obferve  more  falling  days, 
then  were  fet  down  in  the  Kallender,  and  then  with 
a counterfeit  zeal  he  would  preach  a long  Ledlure 
of  fobriety  unto  his  Prentices,  not  that  he  had 
any  Religion  in  him  (for  at  another  mans  table 
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he  would  gurmandize  like  an  Epicure)  but  to  fave 
vifituals ; and  when  we  fell  fhort  at  meals  (as  we 
oftentimes  did)  he  would  put  us  off  with  an  old 
Proverb,  that  many  a Jack  is  tied  up  before  it  be  full ’, 
for  his  other  qualifications  and  endowments,  take 
a brief  view  in  this  fhort  but  true  character  of  him. 

He  was  fuch  another  as  Sir  Thomas  Overbury 
fpeaks  of,  a creature  made  up  of  fhreds  that  were 
pared  off  from  Adam  when  he  was  rough  caft. 
His  chiefeft  care  was,  how  to  cloath  other  mens 
backs,  and  feed  his  own  belly  ; how  to  make 
them  fine,  and  himfelf  fat,  againft  Chriftmas, 
Eafter,  or  Whitfuntide  ; he  was  a man  of  fome 
repute,  but  moft  time  elfe  like  a thick  Cloak  in 
Summer,  hang’d  behind  the  door.  His  ofifenfive 
and  defenfive  weapons,  were  only  a needle  and  a 
thimble  ; with  the  firft  he  murdered  many  Egyp- 
tian vermine,  and  the  laft  he  made  a Gauntlet 
for  the  top  of  his  middle  finger,  which  at  other 
times  jingling  in  his  pocket  with  his  bodkin,  made 
the  Ale-wife  to  think  he  had  mony  in  his  pocket, 
which  caufed  oft-times  a flagon  to  be  fcored  up 
behind  the  door.  His  chief  upholder  was  the  fin 
of  pride,  a new  fafhion  being  to  him  like  the  Term 
to  a Lawyer ; to  gain  which  he  ufed  to  frequent 
thofe  Churches  and  places  where  Gallants  moft 
reforted,  when  on  a fudden  the  Mechanicks  wifes 
and  kitchen  maids  gowns  came  trowling  in  to  be 
new  altered,  for  out  of  the  fajhion , out  of  the  ivorld. 
He  differ’d  altogether  from  God,  for  with  him  the 
beft  pieces  were  ftill  marked  out  for  damnation,  and 
without  hope  of  recovery  caft  down  into  Hell,  for 
though  he  had  many  bottoms,  yet  his  conscience 
was  bottomlcfs.  Of  all  weapons  he  moft  affcdtcd 
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the  long  Bill,  and  he  who  paid  him  but  one  half,  he 
would  be  fure  to  be  no  loofer  by  him. 

An  ancient  Gentleman  one  day  brought  a fuit  of 
Cloaths  to  our  Shop  to  be  made,  who  that  he 
might  have  them  the  warmer,  had  bought  two 
yards  of  Bayes  to  cotton  his  breeches  in  the  inner- 
fide  ; my  Matter  thought  that  was  too  good  for 
fuch  an  ufe,  and  therefore  took  it  to  himfelf,  and 
fupplyed  the  place  with  old  painting  Cloath.  It 
happened  afterwards  the  Gentleman  wearing 
thofe  Cloaths,  going  to  IJlington,  as  he  went  over 
a ftile,  a fnag  or  cleft  of  the  fame  took  hold  of  his 
Breeches  and  rent  a great  flafh  or  gap  in  them, 
that  quite  difcover’d  my  Matters  theft ; for  right 
againft  the  hole,  was  the  pi6ture  of  a Devil  with 
a muck-fork  in  his  hand,  which  made  the  gentle- 
man to  admire  how  the  Devil  he  fhould  come 
there  ; fearching  further  he  found  more  of  his 
fellows,  and  all  of  them  with  muck -forks  in  their 
hands,  tormenting  of  Dives  in  the  flames  ; this 
put  him  in  a great  rage,  to  confider  how  that  by 
the  knavery  of  the  Taylor,  he  fhould  carry  Hell- 
fire  in  his  Breech  ; ripping  the  other  Slop, 
there  was  the  Prodigal  on  Horfe-back,  his  journy 
into  a far  Country,  Hawks  and  his  Whores,  his 
feeding  husks  with  Swine,  with  his  returning 
to  his  Father,  and  the  killing  the  fatted  Calf, 
wherefore  in  great  rage  he  came  to  my  Matter, 
calling  him  knave,  thief,  and  a great  many  other 
names,  fuch  as  came  firft  to  his  tongues  end; 
my  Mafter  defired  him  to  be  quiet,  told  him  it 
was  ftole  off  his  Shop-board,  but  for  his  part, 
he  wifh’d  if  he  had  it  that  he  might  find  it  in 
the  Hell , meaning  the  Hell  under  his  Shop-board, 
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which  was  the  receptacle  for  all  ftoln  goods. 

Now  thofe  pieces  which  were  condemned  to 
this  Hell,  were  termed  Cabadge,  and  we  never 
made  any  Cloaths  either  for  men  or  women,  in 
which  he  fnipt  not  fome  pieces  from  them  ; fome- 
times  out  of  a Suit  and  Cloak,  enough  to  make  a 
Boy  a payer  of  breeches,  or  a doublet,  and  fome- 
times  enough  for  breeches  and  doublet  too.  Then 
we  drave  a trade  with  the  Sadlers,  for  peices  of 
Cloaths  to  make  feats  for  Sadies.  The  Cabadge 
of  courfe  Cloath  was  to  make  duft-cloaths  for 
the  legs  of  Country  Plough-men,  wollen  caps, 
and  mittens  for  old  women  ; all  was  fifh  that 
came  to  net.  When  a Gentleman  bought  a fuit 
and  cloak  of  good  cloath,  if  my  Matter  could  but 
perfwade  four  or  five  more  to  buy  of  the  fame, 
out  of  them  all  he  would  fteal  a fuit  and  cloak 
for  himfelf.  Then  for  womens  cloaths,  the  cabadge 
of  cloath  of  filver,  brancht  Sattin,  and  the  like, 
went  for  pin-cufhions,  pin-pillows,  womens  pur- 
fes  ; and  if  black,  Church-wardens  caps.  Cabadge 
of  Tabbee,  coloured  Taffaty  and  Sarcenet,  for 
facings  of  the  hands  of  doublets,  &c,  when  we  fet 
on  gold  and  filver  lace,  we  fhould  ftretch  it  fo, 
that  in  four  or  five  yards  we  would  get  a quarter 
of  a yard,  which  with  old  filver  buttons  and  fuch 
like  fluff,  went  for  ends  of  gold  and  filver  ; and 
fometimes  in  rich  laces  we  would  rub  them  fo 
on  our  knees,  that  in  eight  or  nine  ounces,  half 
an  ounce  would  come  off,  which  went  alfo  to  the 
encreafe  of  ends  of  gold  and  filver. 

Now  being  the  Under-Prentice,  my  chief  em- 
ployment was  to  run  on  errands,  fo  that  having 
thereby  an  opportunity,  I often  vifited  the  Dagger 
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in  Fojier-lane  for  pudding-pies,  my  mouth  always 
either  peny  loaf  or  pudding-pie  fafhion.  Amongft 
other  places  that  I went  to,  one  of  the  chief  was 
a Mercers  in  P ater- Nojier-row , from  whence  my 
Matter  received  a fmall  fnip  for  every  Gown  he 
helpt  him  to  cuftom  withall.  Now  their  way  of 
dealing  was  thus  ; my  matter  bought  the  ftuff, 
then  the  Mercer  was  to  juftifie  that  it  coft  himfo 
much  a yard,  perhaps  eight  or  ten  (hillings  more 
in  the  Gown  than  it  did,  for  which  my  Matter 
when  he  brought  cuftomers  to  him,  was  to  per- 
fwade  them  to  the  ftuff,  avouching  there  was  not 
fuch  another  penny-worth  in  the  Town,  and  that 
he  was  confident  that  he  faved  little  or  nothing 
by  it  ; but  only  for  to  gain  their  cuftome  ; by 
which  you  fee  he  who  carries  a Taylor  with  him 
to  help  him  buy  Cloaths,  carries  a Thief  in  (lead 
of  a Friend,  for  the  Mercer  and  Taylor  was  both 
agreed,  and  what  the  firft  fays,  the  other  will 
fwear  to.  Now  to  hear  them  mufter  up  the  names 
of  their  (tuffs,  would  make  you  fwear  they  were 
rayfing  fo  many  Devils,  there’s  your  Parragon, 
Burr  agon,  Phillipine,  Cheny,  Grogrum,  Mow- hair, 
Damafilly,  Novato,  Pinckanilly , Pinckadmo,  Pru- 
nella, Itiliano,  Cajliliano , Perpehiana,  Sempiter- 
num,  Tamme,  Taimnet,  Tammeletto,  and  a thou- 
fand  more  befides,  fuch  as  Adam  never  gave 
names  to,  being  more  for  pride  than  for  warmth, 
and  rather  to  cloath  fin,  than  to  cover  nakednefs. 
But  ere  I could  attain  to  any  perfedtion  in  the 
T rade,  my  Matter  dyed  of  that  which  he  lived  by, 
the  Stich,  being  taken  with  it  as  he  was  contriving 
a new  fafhion  fora  womans  placket,  that  it  fhould 
be  neither  before,  nor  behind,  nor  on  either  fide, 
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but  before  he  could  finifh  his  projeft  he  was  taken 
with  this  Stick,  fo  that  that  invention  was  utterly 
loft  thereby  : now  becaufe  he  dyed  of  fuch  a dif- 
eafe,  I mufter’d  up  all  my  wit  and  invention  to- 
gether, and  made  for  him  this  Epitaph. 

A Taylor  in  this  Grave  doth  lie,  ■ 

Who  by  the  Stich  did  live  and  die ; 

Longer  his  lifes  thread  might  have  been, 

But  death  witlis  fheares  came  him  between, 
Wound  up  his  bottom,  bound  his  feet , 

And  fow’d  him  up  in's  winding-Jheet. 

My  Miftrefs  not  continuing  the  Trade,  I was 
turned  over  to  a Baker,  at  which  I rejoyced  ex- 
ceedingly, being  heartily  defirous  to  be  dealing 
with  Belly-timber,  remembring  how  I was  full  fed 
when  as  I lived  before  with  the  Cook.  Here  I 
found  the  Maxim  to  be  ftill  true,  that  there  is 
knaveryin  all  Trades,  for  as  my  laft  Matter  theived 
from  peoples  backs,  fo  this  robbed  their  bellies; 
and  was  in  one  fort  worfe  than  a Taylor,  for  Tay- 
lors commonly  filch  their  Cabadge  only  from  the 
rich,  who  can  the  better  fpare  it ; but  a Baker 
by  making  his  bread  leffer  than  it  fhould  be,  fteal- 
eth  it  out  of  the  poor  peoples  bellies,  for  doing 
which  he  deferveth  the  fame  fate  to  attend  on  him 
as  did  on  Pharaohs  Baker,  viz.  hanging ; or  at 
leaftwife  to  look  through  an  oaken  planck,  and 
fhew  the  people  a knaves  head. 

He  would  be  fure  to  be  in  fee  with  the  Clark  of 
the  Market,  and  pretended  great  love  to  him, 
though  he  hated  him  as  his  Executioner.  By 
this  meanes  he  had  always  timely  notice  of  my 
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Lord  Mayors  going  about,  when  he  would  be  fure 
to  have  his  bread  full  weight  ftand  at  his  window; 
and  if  at  any  time  he  chanc’d  to  be  catcht,  oh 
how  he  would  repine  at  his  forc’d  charity,  to  fee 
his  bread  given  away  to  the  poor,  hating  Juftice 
it  felf  for  the  weigh-fcales  fake,  though  it  did  the 
Beggars  as  much  good  as  their  dinner,  to  fee  his 
basket  fent  to  the  prifon. 

When  we  had  any  ftale  mouldy  bread,  fuch  as 
we  could  not  fell  our  felves,  or  was  returned  us 
again  by  our  cuftomers,  we  ufed  to  foak  it  in 
water,  and  fo  mould  it  up  again  in  our  dough, 
which  in  Summer  time  at  four  days  end  would 
roap  fo,  that  if  you  pul’d  it  in  pieces  it  would 
appear  as  if  it  were  all  Cobwebs,  which  made  us 
always  to  fell  fuch  bread  new.  Now  what  other 
Knaveries  he  ufed  in  his  trade,  I was  not  there 
long  enough  to  know  them  : for  becaufe  I ufed 
to  forget  to  rife  betimes  in  a morning,  my  Matter 
would  remember  me  with  a good  afhen  wand 
•which  he  always  kept  in  ftore  by  him,  wherewith 
he  would  beat  me  as  your  Sea-men  do  Stock-fifh, 
in  fo  much  that  my  flefh  had  on  it  all  the  colours 
in  the  Rain-bow,  viz.  black,  blew,  green,  red,  yel- 
low, white,  &c.  above  all  things  in  the  world  I liked 
not  beating,  wherefore  I refolved  to  march  off,  yet 
oefore  I went  I purpofed  to  be  in  part  revenged 
on  him  for  thofe  many  blows  he  had  given  me.  Now 
fo  it  was  that  he  lay  above  ftairs,  and  I below,  and 
when  he  came  down,  if  he  found  me  not  up  and 
about  my  bufinefs,  he  would  fo  rib-roaft  me,  that 
I could  have  felt  no  cold  although  it  had  been 
fro  tty  weather.  Againft  that  morning  I inten- 
ded to  be  gone,  I had  parched  fome  peafe  in  the 
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oven,  that  they  were  almoft  as  hard  as  leaden 
bullets  ; them  did  I ftrow  here  and  there  upon 
the  flairs  againfl  my  Matters  coming  down,  and 
fo  having  put  up  my  things,  and  made  my  felf 
ready,  I flaid  expefling  what  the  event  would  be, 
anon  my  Mailer  called  me  at  the  flairs  head,  I 
heard  him  very  well,  but  made  him  no  anfwer, 
wherefore  he  fuppofing  I was  afleep,  was  coming 
down  to  give  me  the  baftinado,  when  treading  on 
the  peafe  his  heels  flew  up,  and  down  he  came 
tumbling  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  fwearing 
all  the  way  he  was  falling,  that  this  damn’d 
Rogue  (meaning  me)  intended  for  to  break  his 
neck;  I hearing  him  to  thunder  fo  loud,  thought  it 
would  lighten  upon  my  Jacket  prefently,  and 
therefore  to  prevent  it,  I opened  the  door  and 
fhewed  him  a fair  payr  of  heels,  leaving  him  fore 
bruifed  with  his  fall,  and  more  vexed  that  he 
could  not  come  at  me,  to  revenge  himfelf  of  me 
for  the  fame. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


He  ferveth  a Plaijlerer , Jheweth  fome  cheats  in 
that  Trade , he  is  even  with  the  Maid  of  the 
Houfe  for  her  floath,  and punifhing  him  ; giveth 
his  Mafler  a fall  from  the  Scaffold , and  run- 
neth away  from  him  into  the  Country. 

I Was  now  grown  a good  Purdy  Lad,  and  it  being 
then  the  fpring  of  the  year,  I was  entertained 
into  a Plaifterers  fervice,  I imagined  with  my  felt 
that  there  could  be  no  knavery  in  this  trade,  but  af- 
ter I had  bin  therea  while, I found  therewasagreat 
deal  of  difference  in  our  labour  when  we  work’t  by 
the  day,  and  when  we  wrought  by  the  great ; in 
the  one  I could  not  be  too  quick  for  my  Mafter,  in 
the  other  he  cared  not  how  flow  ; difpatching  that 
in  fix  days  in  the  one,  which  we  would  hardly  do 
in  ten  days  in  the  other;  in  the  one  we  minded  only 
our  work,  in  the  other  we  ufed  to  lengthen  out  the 
time  with  difcourfes  of  wenches,  foot-ball  playing 
and  fuch  like ; for  fo  we  brought  the  day  to  an  end, 
we  cared  not  fo  much  for  our  work  going  forward, 
feeing  our  wages  ran  parallel  with  the  day,  and 
when  that  was  done,  we  counted  our  money  due, 
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whetherwe  earned  it  or  no.  In  this  fervice  Ilived 
like  a Prince  to  my  hearts  content,  for  my  Matter 
would  not  only  wink  at  any  Rogueries  that  I com- 
mitted, but  alfo  countenance  me  in  the  doing  of 
them.  When  we  wrought  upon  fcaffolds  in  the 
ftreet  it  was  a great  pleafure  to  me  to  throw  the 
morter  upon  the  heads  of  young  wenches  as  they 
paffed  by  ; and  at  other  times  with  our  whiting 
to  befpatter  Gentlemens  Cloaks  as  they  walked 
under  us,  that  they  looked  as  if  the  Crow  had 
fhit  upon  them.  My  Matter  kept  a maid  who  was 
none  of  thofe  hufwifes  that  ufe  to  difturb  other 
peoples  fleeps  by  their  early  rifing  ; (he  would 
endure  three  calls  in  a morning,  and  when  fhe 
began  to  ftirre,  fhe  would  groan  fadly,  ftretching 
out  her  arms  and  legs,  and  giving  a two  or  three 
ha’s  to  get  upon  her  breech,  where  fhe  would  fit 
in  her  bed  half  an  hour  lacing  of  her  bod- 
dice,  and  throwing  of  her  coats  over  her  head, 
fo  that  we  were  forced  to  put  up  the  victuals  we 
carried  with  us  our  felves.  My  Matter  asked  me 
if  I could  not  invent  a way  to  punifh  her  floath  ? 
I told  him  I would  do  my  belt  endeavor ; fo  that 
day  I got  fome  Horfe-hair  and  fhred  it  fit  for  my 
purpofe,  telling  my  Matter  what  I would  do  with 
it ; at  night  when  he  came  home,  he  fent  the  maid 
for  two  pots  of  Ale,  when  fhe  was  gone  for  it,  I 
took  my  fhred  hair,  and  ftrowed  the  fame  in  her 
bed  betwixt  the  fheets,  which  plagued  her  worfe 
then  if  fhe  had  had  half  a peck  of  fix  footed  ver- 
mine  to  her  bedfellows  ; a good  while  fhe  endured 
it,  being  exceeding  loath  to  be  at  the  pains  of 
putting  on  her  Cloaths,  for  fhe  always  accounted 
the  trouble  of  dreffing  and  undreffing  her  felf  to 
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be  a great  plague  inflifted  on  mortals  to  difturb 
them  of  their  eafe,  accounting  the  Birds  in  a far 
happier  condition  than  men,  who  go  to  bed  and 
rife  with  their  doublet  and  breeches  on,  and  was 
refolved  if  fhe  changed  her  Religion  tohave  turned 
Adamite , that  fhe  might  have  faved  that  labour 
of  drefling  her  felf ; but  the  hair  tormented  her 
fo  abominably,  that  nolens  volens  fhe  was  forced 
to  rife,  and  fit  up  until  the  morning,  when  looking 
in  the  fheets  fhe  found  the  caufe  of  her  difquiet- 
nefs  ; the  cunning  Jade  made  no  fpeech  of  it  at 
all,  but  was  as  pleafant  that  morning  as  if  fhe  had 
ailed  nothing  all  night ; which  made  me  to  mif- 
truft  my  art,  and  think  I had  not  done  my  bufi- 
nefs  right.  All  that  day  fhe  was  bufied  with  her 
thoughts  in  contriving  mifchief  againft  me,  the 
refult  whereof  was,  that  fhe  took  the  fheets  from 
off  her  bed  and  laid  them  on  mine,  whereby  fhe 
paid  me  home  in  my  own  coyn,  and  whereof  I 
could  not  juftly  complain,  feeing  what  was  faufe 
for  a Goofe  was  fauce  for  a Gander.  I had  work’d 
very  hard  that  day,  and  would  willingly  have 
taken  fome  reft  at  night,  but  it  was  in  vain  to  think 
of  it,  I might  almoft  have  lain  as  well  upon  pins 
and  needles  as  on  what  I did,  I then  thought 
upon  the  ftory  which  is  ufually  told  Boys  when 
they  firft  come  to  be  Prentices  concerning  their 
enroling,  that  they  muft  be  rol’d  in  a Barrel  drove 
full  of  nails,  with  the  points  flicking  up,  and 
thought  this  punifhment  to  be  little  inferior  to 
that ; flefh  and  blood  could  not  endure  it,  where- 
fore I got  up  and  uncafed  my  bed  of  the  fheets, 
creeping  in  betwixt  the  blanckets  where  I lay  all 
night.  In  the  morning  the  maid  asked  me  how 
I flept  that  night  ? I told  her  very  well,  for  my 
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skin  was  armor  of  proof  againft  the  biting  of  fleas, 
or  any  other  disturbance  whatfoever,  but  though 
I carried  fair  weather  in  my  countenance,  my 
heart  boyled  in  revenge  againft  her,  wherefore 
that  day  I went  and  bought  two  penny-worth  of 
Cow-itch,  which  is  a drug  of  that  nature,  that 
where  it  touches  the  flefh,  it  will  make  them  fo 
fcrub  feventeen  times  worfe  than  if  they  were 
plagued  with  the  itch,  with  this  I anointed  her 
fheets  in  the  fame  manner  as  I ftrowed  them  with 
horfe-hair  before  ; but  if  the  hair  netled,  this 
fleyed,  fhe  had  needed  to  have  had  Briarius  hun- 
dred hands  to  have  fcratcht  her  felf  at  once,  for 
when  fhe  came  to  be  a little  hot  in  her  bed,  fhe 
fared  like  a mad  woman ; the  more  fhe  fcratcht 
the  more  it  itcht,  fo  that  by  what  fhe  feek’t  to 
allay  her  paine,  fhe  encreas’d  it : the  going  out 
of  her  bed  would  not  cure  her  now,  fhe  carried 
her  diftemper  along  with  her,  fo  that  knowing 
not  how  to  eafe  her  felf,  fhe  bellowed  like  a Bull, 
and  made  fuch  a quarter,  that  the  whole  houfe 
was  difturbed  with  her  bellowing.  All  night  fhe 
continued  thus  ; in  the  morning  I began  to  play 
upon  her,  told  her  that  the  fcratching  of  her  arfe 
Signified  we  [Should  have  butter  cheap,  and  that 
how  ever  things  went  fhe  would  be  fure  to  Rub 
through  with  them,  but  had  I not  took  my  heels, 
fhe  had  fo  rubbed  my  ears  for  it,  as  would  have 
turned  my  mirth  into  mourning.  That  day  was 
very  fatal  to  me,  and  my  running  from  the  maid 
in  the  morning,  prognosticated  I Should  run  from 
my  Mafter  before  night.  It  fo  happened  that  we 
iiad  Some  work  to  do  that  day  at  a tavern  in 
Thames-Jlreet,  the  back-fide  whereof  adjoynedto 
:he  Thames , which  the  Vintner  would  have  beau- 
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tified  next  to  the  water-fide  ; now  for  to  make 
him  a fcafifold  to  work  on,  he  put  the  ends  of  two 
long  fticks  out  at  the  window,  laying  a board 
over  them  for  him  to  Hand  on  the  out-fide  ; and 
on  the  in-fide  faftned  the  end  of  the  one  with  a 
cord,  but  wanting  a cord  for  the  other,  he  bid  me 
to  fit  on  it,  thereby  to  keep  it  from  kicking  up, 
thus  was  all  things  ordered,  my  Matter  gotten 
up  upon  his  fcafifold,  which  was  juft  over  the  water, 
and  I fitting  on  the  end  of  the  ftick  ; he  fell  a 
finging  as  he  was  accuftomed  to  do  at  his  work, 
and  I fell  a nodding,  being  lulled  a fleep  with  his 
finging  ; in  my  fleep  I dreamt  that  my  old  Maf- 
ter  the  Cook  was  alive  again,  that  I lived  with 
him,  and  that  our  Houfe  was  full  of  Guefts  ; by 
and  by  fome  Gentlemen  knocked  in  the  next 
room,  I hearing  them,  imagined  that  I was  called, 
and  thereupon  cryed  out,  Anon , Anon , I come  I 
come  Sir,  and  thereupon  fell  a running,  when  pre- 
fently  up  flew  the  ftick,  and  down  fell  my  Mafter, 
crying  all  the  way  he  fell  help,  help,  I Jhall  be 
droivnd,  the  noife  he  made  waked  me  out  of  my 
fleep,  when  looking  forth  of  the  window,  I faw 
my  Mafter  floating  like  a fhitle-cock  upon  the 
water.  I feeing  what  had  happened,  thought  more 
upon  faving  my  felf  than  him,  imagining  if  he 
were  drowned,  that  I fliould  be  hanged,  and  there- 
fore that  I might  not  die  the  death  of  a dog,  to 
prevent  it,  I run  away,  leaving  my  Mafter  to  fhift 
for  himfelf,  whom  though  yet  I loved  well,  and 
would  not  have  parted  from  him  but  for  this 
accident. 

I made  great  hafte  in  going,  and  yet  knew  not 
whither  to  go  ; Eaft,  Weft,  North,  or  South,  all 
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was  indifferent  to  me,  for  it  is  impoffible  he  can 
be  out  of  his  way  to  whom  all  ways  are  alike. 
London  though  large  and  populous  I judged  no 
Coverture  for  me,  I wanting  thofe  two  great  helps 
of  concealment,  mony  and  friends.  The  Coun- 
try therefore  I pitcht  upon,  invited  thereto  the 
more,  it  being  then  the  merry  month  of  May , the 
pleafanteft  timeof  all  the  year,  the  earth  havingthen 
put  on  her  richeft  apparel,  the  meddow  cloathed 
in  green,  the  fields  beautified  with  flowers,  and 
the  woods  adorned  with  Violets,  Cowflips,  and 
Primrofes  ; the  winged  Chorifters  of  the  Forreft, 
warbled  forth  their  ditties  very  harmonioufly,  the 
Lambs  friskt  and  leapt,  dancing  lavalto’s  on  the 
flowry  paftures,  and  the  murmuring  ftream  made 
a noyfe  like  to  a Chime  of  Bells,  running  through 
their  winding  Meanders.  As  I walked  thus  in 
the  Countrey,  encircled  with  pleafures,  and  every 
where  having  my  eyes  fatiated  with  variety  of 
pleating  objedts,  I thought  my  felf  to  be  in  Para- 
dife , and  imagined  no  pleafure  in  the  world  com- 
parable to  that  of  a Country  life ; Happy,  yea 
thrice  happy  (thought  I)  is  he  who  not  playing 
with  his  wings  in  the  golden  flames  of  the  Court, 
nor  fetting  his  foot  in  the  bufie  throngs  of  the 
City,  nor  running  up  and  down  in  the  intricate 
mazes  of  the  Law,  can  be  content  in  the  winter 
to  fit  by  a Country  fire,  and  in  the  Summer  to 
lay  his  head  on  the  green  pillows  of  the  earth. 
The  Country  Cottage  is  neither  batter’d  down 
by  the  Canon  in  time  of  War,  nor  pefter’d 
with  clamorous  Suits  in  time  of  peace.  The 
fall  of  Cedars  that  tumble  from  the  tops  of 
Kingdoms,  the  ruine  of  great  Honfes , that  bury 
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Families  in  their  overthrow,  and  the  ways  of fliip- 
zvracks,  that  beget  even  fhreiks  in  the  heart  of 
Cities,  never  fend  their  terrors  thither  : that  place 
Hands  as  fafe  from  the  fhock  of  fuch  violent  ftorms, 
as  the  Bay-tree  does  from  lightening  ; their  fleeps 
are  fecure  from  fuch  dangers,  and  their  wakings 
as  pleafant  as  golden  dreams.  In  the  homely 
village  art  thou  more  fafe,  than  in  a fortified 
Caftle  ; the  ftings  of  Envy , nor  the  bullets  of 
Preafozi  are  never  fhot  through  thofe  thin  walls  : 
found  healths  are  drunk  out  of  the  wholefome 
wooden  difh,  when  the  Cup  of  Gold  boyles  over 
with  Poyfon.  Haft  thou  a defire  to  rule  ? get  up 
to  the  mountains,  and  thou  flialt  fee  the  greateft 
trees  Hand  trembling  before  thee,  to  do  thee 
Reverence , thofe  mayeft  thou  call  thy  Nobles. 
Thou  fhalt  have  rancks  of  oak  on  each  fide  of 
thee,  which  thou  maift  call  thy  Guard,  thou  fhalt 
fee  Willows  bending  at  every  blaft  ; whom  thou 
maift  call  thy  flatterers : thou  fhalt  fee  valleys 
humbled  at  thy  feet ; whom  thou  maift  term  thy 
flaves.  Wouldeft  thou  behold  battels  ? ftep  into 
the  fields,  there  fhalt  thou  fee  excellent  combats 
between  the  Handing  Corn  and  the  windes.  Art 
thou  a tyrant  ? and  delighted:  in  the  fall  of  great 
ones  ? mufter  then  thy  Harvefters  together,  and 
down  with  thofe  proud  Summer  Lords  when 
they  are  at  higheft.  Wouldeft  thou  have  Sub- 
sidies paid  thee  ? the  Plough  fends  thee  in  Corn, 
the  Meadow  gives  thee  her  pafture,  the  Trees 
pay  thee  cuftome  with  their  fruit,  the  Ox  be- 
ftows  upon  thee  his  labor,  the  Sheep  his  wooll, 
the  Cow  her  milk,  the  Fozvles  their  Feathers, 
&c.  Doeft  thou  call  for  Mujick  ? no  Prince  in  the 
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world  keeps  more  skilful  mufitians,  the  Birds 
are  thy  Contort,  and  the  winde  inftruments  they 
play  upon  yield  ten  thoufand  tunes. 

Thus  went  I on  contemplating  the  Summers 
pride  and  the  Earths  bravery,  and  from  them  both 
concluded  the  great  felicity  of  a Country  life,  as 
if  the  one  would  never  fade,  and  the  other  always 
endure ; refolving  in  my  thoughts  never  to  fee 
Londo7i  again,  being  ravifhed  with  the  delights 
of  the  verdant  fields,  and  enamour’d  on  the  beau- 
ties of  the  Spring,  accounting  none  truly  happy, 
but  he  who  enjoyed  the  felicities  of  a Country 
life  ; Is  he  addicted  to  ftudy,  Heaven  is  the 
Library  ; the  Sun,  Moon  and  Stars  his  books  to 
teach  him  AJlronomy,  that  great  volume  his  Ephe- 
merides  out  of  which  he  may  Calculate  predic- 
tions of  times  to  follow  ; yea  in  the  very  clouds 
are  written  leffons  of  Divinity  for  him  to  inftru6t 
him  in  wifdome,  the  turning  over  their  leaves, 
teach  him  the  variation  of  feafons,  & how  to  dif- 
pofe  his  bufinefs  for  all  weathers,  who  therefore 
would  not  confume  his  youth  in  fuch  delightfull 
ftudies,  that  have  power  in  them  to  keep  off  old 
age  longer  than  it  would  ? or  when  old  age  doth 
come,  is  able  to  give  it  the  livelyhood  and  vigour 
of  youth  ? who  would  not  rather  fit  at  the  foot  of 
a hill,  tending  a flock  of  fheep,  than  at  the  helm 
of  Authority,  controuling  the  ftubborn  and  un- 
ruly multitude  ? Better  it  is  in  the  folitary  woods 
and  in  the  wilde  fields,  to  be  a man  amon gBeafis, 
than  in  the  midft  of  a peopled  City,  to  be  a Beaft 
amongft  men. 

As  I was  thus  ftricken  into  admiration  of  thefe 
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beauties , and  wholy  taken  up  in  contemplations 
of  the  felicities  of  an  retired  life,  being  already  in 
my  thoughts  an  abfolute  Country-man,  I being 
now  fome  miles  diftant  from  the  Metropolitan  City 
of  our  fruitful  Albion , on  a fudden  the  welkin  be- 
gan to  rore,  and  fend  forth  terrible  peales  of 
thunder,  the  ferene  sky  was  over-fhadowed,  and 
Phoebus  hid  his  head  behind  a cloud,  the  Heavens 
began  firft  to  weep  fmall  tears,  afterwards  to  pour 
them  in  full  Rivolets  upon  the  thirfty  earth,  1 had 
then  no  Pent-houfe  to  walk  under  to  keep  me 
from  the  rain,  nor  was  there  a red  lattice  at  every 
nook  and  corner  (as  at  London ) to  give  me  enter- 
tainment ; the  fpreading  boughs  of  the  fturdy  oak 
were  too  feeble  to  defend  me  from  being  wet ; I 
looked  like  a drench’t  Moufe,  having  never  a dry 
thread  on  me  ; what  to  do  I knew  not,  money  I 
had  but  little,  friends  none,  a ftranger  both  to 
the  place  and  people,  unexperienced  in  the  world, 
as  in  the  way  where  I travelled  , the  confidera- 
tion  of  thofe  things  made  me  add  more  moyfture 
to  the  earth  by  the  fait  tears  that  trickled  from 
my  eyes  ; to  ftand  ftill  I thought  was  in  vain,  fo 
forwards  I went  wet  without,  and  dry  within, 
(forrow  they  fay  caufeth  drowth)  at  length  I 
fpyed  by  a corner  of  a wood  a little  thatcht  Cot- 
tage, thither  I went,  and  found  by  an  old  rotten 
flick  that  darted  out  of  it,  in  imitation  of  a Sign- 
poft,  that  it  was  an  Ale-houfe  ; this  fomething 
revived  my  drooping  fpirits,  fo  in  I went,  to  dry 
my  out-fide  and  wet  my  in-fide,  where  I found  a 
good  fire,  and  flore  of  company  of  both  fexes 
merrily  trouling  the  bowl  about,  finging  of 
Catches,  and  fmoaking  Tobacco  ; no  fooner  was 
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I entered,  but  one  of  them  drank  to  me  a full 
cup,  fo  down  I fat  amongft  them,  being  all  alike 
free  Citizens  of  the  wide  world,  the  ftrong  Ale 
foon  wafhed  away  all  forrow  from  my  heart,  and 
now  that  I had  a warm  fire  to  fit  by,  and  a houfe 
over  my  head,  I bid  a fig  for  all  foul  weather. 
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He  lighteth  on  a company  of  Canting  Beggars, 
a?id  is  ftalled  one  of  their  fociety , is  married  to 
a Doxy,  with  the  manner  of  their  wedding. 

His  company  that  I thus  happened  into  was 


a Crew  of  Canting  Beggars,  Pilgrims  of  the 
vaft  earth,  the  offspring  of  Cain,  vagabonds  and 
wanderers  over  the  whole  world,  fit  Companions 
for  fuch  who  make  a trade  for  Idlenefs  and 
Roguery,  and  thefe  were  at  this  time  fit  com- 
panions for  me,  who  feeing  the  merry  life  they 
led,  refolved  to  make  one  of  their  company, 
whereupon  (after  I had  a little  more  ingratiated 
my  felf  amongft  them,  and  taken  two  or  three 
cups  more  of  Rum-bo  oz)  I imparted  my  inven- 
tions to  one  of  the  chief  of  them,  telling  him  that 
I was  a Prentice  who  had  a curfl  Mailer,  whofe 
cruelties  had  caufed  me  to  run  away  from  him, 
and  that  what  ever  fortune  might  betide  me,  yet 
fhould  not  the  moft  necefiitous  condition  I could 
be  plunged  into,  ever  make  me  to  return  to  him  a- 
gain,  and  therefore  if  I might  be  admitted  into 
their  fociety,  I fhould  faithfullyobferve  and  perform 
what  rules  and  orders  were  impofed  upon  me. 
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He  very  much  applauded  me  for  my  resolu- 
tions, telling  me  that  to  be  a Beggar  was  to  be 
a brave  man  Since  it  was  now  in  fafhion  for  brave 
men  to  beg.  Do  not  we  (faid  he)  come  all  into 
the  world  like  arrant  Beggars , without  a rag  upon 
us ; and  do  not  we  all  go  out  of  the  world  like 
Beggars,  without  any  thing  faving  only  an  old 
Sheet  to  cover  us  ? Shall  we  then  be  afhamed  to 
walk  up  and  down  in  the  world  like  Beggars , with 
old  Blankets  pinn’d  about  us  ? no,  no,  that  were 
a Shame  to  us  indeed ; have  we  not  the  whole  king- 
dom to  walk  at  our  pleafure?  are  we  afraid  of  the 
approach  of  Quarter-day?  do  we  walk  in  fear  of 
Bailiffs,  Serjeants  and  Catch-poles?  whoeverknew 
an  arrant  Beggar  arrefted  for  debt?  is  not  our 
meat  dreft  in  every  mans  Kitchen  ? does  not  every 
mans  cellar  afford  us  beer?  and  the  beft  mens 
purfes  keep  a penny  for  us  to  fpend  ? 

Having  by  thefe  words  (as  he  thought)  fully 
fixed  me  in  love  with  begging,  he  then  acquainted 
the  Company  with  my  defires,  who  were  all  of 
them  very  joyful  thereof,  being  as  glad  to  add 
one  to  their  Society,  as  a Turk  is  to  gain  a Pro- 
felite  to  Mahomet.  The  firlt  queftion  that  they 
asked  me  was,  if  I had  any  Loure  in  my  Bung? 
I flared  on  them  not  knowing  what  they  meant, 
till  at  lafl  one  told  me  it  was  mony  in  mypurfe  ; 
I told  them  I had  but  eighteen  pence,  which  I 
freely  gave  them  ; this  by  a general  vote  was  con- 
demned to  be  fpent  in  Boufe  for  my  initiation. 
Then  they  commanded  me  to  kneel  down,  which 
being  done,  one  of  the  chief  of  them  took  a 
Gage  of  Bowfe,  which  is  a quart  of  drink,  and 
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poured  the  fame  on  my  head,  faying,  I do  by  ver- 
tue  of  this  Soveraign  liquor,  Jiall  thee  to  the  Rogue , 
and  make  thee  a free  Denizen  of  our  ragged  Regi- 
ment ; fo  that  henceforth  it  fha.ll  be  lawful  for  thee 
to  Cant  and  to  carry  a Doxy  or  Mort  along  with 
thee,  only  obferving  thefe  rules.  Firft  that  thou 
art  not  to  wander  up  and  down  all  Countries,  but 
to  keep  only  to  that  Quarter  which  is  allotted  to 
thee  ! and  fecondly,  thou  art  to  give  way  to  any 
of  us  that  have  born  all  the  Offices  of  the  Wallet 
before  thee,  and  upon  holding  up  a finger  to  avoid 
any  Town  or  Country  village  where  thou  feeft  we 
are  forraging  to  viftual  our  army  that  march  along 
with  us.  Obferving  thefe  two  rules,  we  take  thee 
into  our  protection,  and  adopt  thee  a Brother  of 
our  numerous  focieiy. 

He  having  ended  his  oration,  I rofe  up,  and  was 
congratulated  by  all  the  Company,  hanging  about 
me  like  fo  many  dogs  about  a Beare,  and  leaping 
and  fhouting  like  fo  many  mad  men,  making  fuch 
a confufed  noyfe  with  their  gabling,  that  the  me- 
lody  of  a dozen  oyfter-wives  at  Billingfgate , the 
fcolding  at  ten  Conduits,  and  the  Goffipings  of 
fifteen  Bake-houfes  were  not  comparable  unto  it. 
At  length  he  that  flailed  me  cryed  out  for  filence, 
bidding  the  French  and  Englifh  Pox  to  light  on 
their  throats  for  making  fuch  a yelping  ; then  fix- 
ing his  eyes  upon  me,  he  read  a LeClure  to  me 
out  of  the  Devils  Hornbook  as  followeth. 

Now  (faith  he)  that  thou  art  enter’d  into  our 
fraternity,  thou  muft  not  fcruple  to  a£t  any  villa- 
nics  which  thou  fhall  be  able  to  perform;  whether 
it  be  to  nip  a bung,  bite  the  Peter , Cloy  the  L urries , 
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Crajli  either  a Bleating  cheat,  Cackling  cheat,  grunt- 
ing cheat,  quacking  cheat,  Tib  oth  buttery,  Margery 
grater,  or  to  Cloy  a Mijh  from  the  Crackmans : that 
is,  tocut&purfe,Jleal  a Cleak-bag  or portmantle,  con- 
vey away  all  manner  of  Cloaths,  either  a Sheep, 
Chicken,  fucking  Pig,  Duck,  Goofe,  Hen,  or  Jleal  a 
Jhirt  from  the  hedg ; for  he  that  will  be  a Quier 
Cove,  a profeft  Rogue,  muft  obferve  this  rule,  fet 
own  by  and  ancient  Patrico  in  thefe  words. 

Wilt  thou  a begging  go, 

O perfe  0,  0 perfe  0, 

Then  imijl  thou  God  forfake 
And  to  the  Devil  thee  betake 
0 perfe  0,  &c. 

And  becaufe  thou  art  as  yet  but  a Novice  in  beg- 
ging, and  underftandeft  not  the  myfteries  of  the 
Canting  language,  to  principle  thee  the  better, 
thou  (halt  have  a Doxy  to  be  thy  Companion,  by 
whom  thou  maift  receive  fit  inftru£tions  for  thy 
purpofe.  And  thereupon  he  ftngled  me  out  a 
young  Girl  of  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  which 
tickled  my  fancy  very  much  that  I had  gotten  a 
young  wanton  to  dally  withal ; but  this  was  not 
all,  I muft  prefently  be  married  unto  her  after 
their  fafhion  by  their  Patrico,  (who  amongft  Beg- 
gars is  their  Prieft)  which  was  done  after  this 
manner. 

They  got  a Hen,  and  having  cut  off  the  head 
of  it,  laid  the  dead  body  upon  the  ground,  placing 
me  on  the  one  fide  of  it,  and  my  Doxy  on  the 
other  : this  being  done,  the  Patrico  ftanding  by, 

K 2 


132 


The  Englijh  Rogue : Or, 


with  a loud  voice  bid  us  live  together  till  death  did 
us  part ; then  one  of  the  Company  went  into  the 
yard  and  fetcht  a dry  Cow-turd,  which  was  broken 
over  my  Box’s  head  in  imitation  of  a Bride-cake  ; 
and  fo  fhaking  hands,  and  kiffing  each  other,  the 
Ceremony  of  the  wedding  was  over,  and  for  joy  of 
the  marriage  we  fell  to  drinking  afrefh,  till  we 
were  all  as  drunk  as  Beggars  ; but  then  to  hear 
the  gabling  noyfe  we  made,  would  have  made  you 
to  have  bleft  your  felf,  to  hear  fuch  a Babel  of 
confufion  amongft  us,  fome  were  jabbering  in  the 
Canting  Language , others  in  their  own,  fome  did 
nothing  but  weep  and  proteft  love  to  their  Morts, 
others  fwore  fvvords  and  daggers  to  cut  the  throats 
of  their  Doxy's  if  they  found  them  tripping  ; one 
would  drink  a health  to  the  Bride  till  he  havered 
again,  fome  were  for  finging  Bawdy  fongs,  others 
were  divifing  Curfes  for  Juftices  of  Peace,  Head- 
boroughs,  and  Conftables;  at  laft  night  approach- 
ing, and  all  their  mony  being  fpent,  we  betook  us 
to  a Barn  not  far  off,  where  we  coucht  a Hogf- 
head  in  the  darhnans,  and  went  to  fleep. 
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CHAP.  XV. 


The  Orders  and  Degrees  of  the  Canting  Beggars , 
Men  and  Women,  with  their  feveral  qualities 
and  manner  of  life. 

Hough  my  lodging  was  homely,  my  bedfel- 


low pleafed,  yet  though  fhe  were  fo  young, 
I could  not  boaft  of  the  purchafe  of  her  Maiden- 
head, that  being  a dainty  bellowed  always  on 
the  Upright-men  (the  chief  of  the  Rogues)  who 
mull  have  the  firft  tafte  of  fuch  morfels,  and  then 
are  they  free  for  any  of  the  Brother-hood.  The 
whole  night  was  fpent  in  prigging,  wapping;  and 
telling  of  drunken  ftories;  in  the  morning  as  foon 
as  Phoebus  began  to  dart  fome  of  his  beams 
through  the  Crannies  of  the  walls,  the  Patrico 
began  to  fet  up  his  larum , and  to  waken  the  reft 
with  this  fong. 

This  is  Bien  Bowfe,  this  is  Bien  Bowfe, 

Too  little  is  my  skew. 

/ Bowfe  no  Lage,  but  a ivhole  Gage 
Of  this  ile  Bowfe  to  you. 

This  Bowfe  is  better  than  Rom -Bowfe, 

It  fets  the  Gan  a gigling\ 
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The  Autem  Mort  finds  better  J 'port 
In  Bowfing  than  in  nigling. 

Tis  better  than  Peckidge,  Plannam, 
Than  Yarum,  Loure,  or  Lage; 
Then  lift  the  fame  up  to  thy  Nab, 
And  Bowfe  ojf  a whole  Gage. 


Being  thus  rowfed,  and  having  fhaken  our  eares 
a little,  the  Upright  ma7i  (who  was  the  Bel-wea- 
ther of  the  flock)  appointed  out  the  Ration 
wherein  every  one  fhould  go,  prefixing  a day 
wherein  we  were  all  to  meet  again.  My  Doxy 
and  I had  a particular  walk  affigned  unto  us, 
wherein  we  were  to  travel,  and  not  to  intrench 
upon  any  of  the  others  limits;  whilfi:  I thus  ram- 
bled about  with  her,  I learned  of  her  the  feveral 
qualities  and  offices  of  the  Brother-hood,  and 
how  they  were  diftinguifhed  from  each  other  ac- 
cording to  their  degrees  of  fuperiority  and  infe- 
riority. the  men  were  divided  into  thefe  twenty 
feveral  forts. 


i Upright  men. 

1 1 Whip-jacks. 

2 Ruffiers. 

12  Counterfeit  Crane ks. 

3 Anglers. 

13  Dummerars. 

4 Rogues. 

14  Jack-men. 

5 Wilde  Rogues. 

15  Patrico's. 

6 P riggers  of  Prancers.  16  Irifh  Toyles. 

7 Palliards,  or  Clapper- 

1 7 Swigmen. 

dugeons. 

18  Glymmerars. 

8 Fraters. 

19  Curtails. 

9 Quire  Birds. 

20  Kinchen  Co's. 

io  Abraham-men. 
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Of  the  Women  kinde  were  only  thefe  fix. 


And  now  what  thefe  feveral  forts  of  people 
are,  you  fhall  hear  by  their  defcriptions. 

i.  An  Upright-man  is  the  chief  of  all  the  Rag- 
ged Regiment,  he  walks  like  a Commander  with 
a fhort  Truncheon  in  his  hand  which  he  calls  his 
Filch-man ; pretends  himfelf  to  be  a decayed  Soul- 
dier,  and  claimes  a fhare  in  all  the  Booties  which 
any  other  inferior  Rogues  do  get ; he  hath  all  the 
Morts  and  Doxies  at  his  beck,  and  can  command 
them  from  any  other  of  the  Gang  at  his  pleafure. 
By  this  defcription  you  fee  there  is  a great  deal 
of  difference  betwixt  an  Upright  man  and  an 
honeji  man. 

2 A Ruffler  is  the  fame  in  Conditions  as  an 
Upright  man , like  to  like  quoth  the  Devil  to  the 
Collier;  they  both  of  them  pretend  themfelves  to 
be  decayed  Souldiers,  are  both  of  them  very  im- 
perious over  the  inferior  Subje£ts  of  their  Com- 
mon-wealth: receiving  tribute  alfo  from  Rogues, 
Palliards , Morts,  Doxies,  &c. 

3 The  next  are  Anglers,  but  they  feldome 
catch  Fifh  till  they  go  up  Wefiward  for  Floun- 
ders. The  Rod  they  angle  with  is  a ftaff  of 
five  or  fix  foot  in  length,  having  a hole  bored 
through  it  within  an  inch  of  the  top,  into 
which  hole  do  they  put  an  iron  hook,  and  with 
the  fame  do  they  angle  at  windows  about  mid- 
night, drawing  therewith  apparrel,  fheets,  cover- 
lets, or  whatfoever  they  lay  hold  on,  All  is  Fijh. 
that  comes  to  Net. 


1 Kitchen  Morts. 

2 Dells . 

3 Doxies. 


4 Walking  Morts. 

5 A iitem  Morts. 

6 Bawdy  Baskets. 
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4 A Rogue , whofe  very  name  doth  fhow  his 
nature,  and  therefore  he  fhall  not  need  any  fur- 
ther defcription. 

5 A Wild  Rogue  is  of  the  fame  nature  as  a 
Rogue , only  this  is  the  difference,  that  the  one 
falls  into  this  infamous  and  deteftable  courfe  of 
life,  either  thorough  lazinefs,  death  of  Parents, 
cruelty  of  Matters,  or  the  like,  the  wild  Rogue  is 
bred  up  to  it  from  his  fwadling  clouts,  born  a 
Rogue,  lives  all  his  whole  life  a Rogue,  and  dif- 
daines  to  take  upon  him  any  calling  or  profeffion 
whatfoever,  but  as  he  lives,  fo  dies  a Rogue. 

6 P riggers  of  Praucers  are  Horfe-ftealers,  for 
to  Prig,  fignifies  in  the  Canting  language  to  fteal, 
and  Prancer  fignifies  a Horfe,  the  Farmers  in 
the  Country,  and  Gentlemen  that  keep  Horfes, 
know  thefe  forts  of  Rogues  too  well,  by  dear  ex- 
perience. 

7 Palliards,  otherwife  called  Clapp erdugeons, 
who  go  alwayes  with  their  Morts  at  their  heels, 
and  to  draw  people  the  more  to  pitty  them,  with 
Sperewort  or  Arfnick  raife  blitters  on  their  legs, 
which  they  can  cure  again  at  their  pleafure. 
When  they  come  into  the  flreets  of  a Town  or 
Country  village,  they  divide  themfelves,  and  beg 
one  on  one  fide  of  the  ftreet,  and  the  other  on 
the  other  fide;  the  purchafe  which  they  thus  get, 
they  fell  to  poor  Tradefmen,  or  other  labouring 
people,  and  with  the  money  are  merry  at  the 
Bowfing-ken. 

S A Frater  is  one  that  with  a Counterfeit  Pa- 
tent goeth  about  with  a wallet  at  his  back,  and  a 
black  box  at  his  girdle,  to  beg  for  fome  Hofpital 
or  Spittle-houfe;  he  hath  always  a Doxy  whom 
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lie  meets  withall  at  night  at  (ome  tippling-houfe, 
where  they  lewdly  fpend  what  was  given  him  in 
the  day  by  charitable  well-minded  people. 

9 Quire  Birds  are  thofe  in  whom  the  Proverb 
is  verified,  Birds  of  a feather , Rogues  together , 
they  are  fuch  as  formerly  fung  in  fuch  Cages  as 
Newgate,  the  White  Lyon,  or  fome  other  Country 
Goale. 

10  Abraham-men,  or  a Tom  of  Bedlam  is  a man 
whom  by  his  black  and  blew  arms  you  may  fee 
to  be  much  beaten  to  the  world ; he  counterfeits 
madnefs,  and  by  many  Phantaftick  tricks  gets 
from  filly  Country  people  Bacon,  and  fuch  other 
victuals  as  will  fetch  him  ready  money;  he  hath 
but  two  names  for  all  people  whatfoever,  and 
that  is  To7n  and  Befs.  No  man  fhifts  his  linnen 
oftner  than  he  does  his  wenches. 

1 1 Whipjacks  are  fuch  as  travel  about  from 
town  to  town  under  the  notion  of  Shipwrackt 
Seamen,  with  a counterfeit  licence  to  beg,  which 
licence  they  call  a Gybe,  and  the  feals  to  it  Jarks\ 
their  talk  is  all  of  Sea-voyages,  but  the  end  of 
their  Land-voyage  is  for  what  they  can  get,  and 
to  rob  Booths  at  Fairs,  which  they  call  Heaving 
of  the  Booth,  at  which  they  are  very  expert. 

12  Coitnterfeit  Cranks  are  fuch  as  pretend 
themfelves  to  have  the  Fall mg- f chief  r,  and  by 
putting  a piece  of  white  foap  into  the  corner  of 
their  mouths,  will  make  the  froath  to  come  boyl- 
ing  forth  to  caufe  pitty  in  the  beholders ; they 
flare  wildly  with  their  eyes  to  appear  as  if  dif- 
trafled,  and  go  half  naked  to  move  the  greater 
compaffion.  Thefe  Cranks  have  likewise  tneir 
meetings,  and  their  wenches  at  command. 
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13  The  Dummerar  is  Coufin-German  to  the 
Cranks , for  as  the  one  counterfeits  the  falling- 

ficknefs,  fo  this  counterfeits  dumbnefs,  making  a 
horrid  noife  inftead  of  fpeech  by  doubling  his 
tongue  in  his  mouth,  but  if  you  give  him  nothing, 
he  can  then  open  his  mouth  to  curfe  you  pri- 
vately. This  Jack  hath  alfo  his  Jill,  upon  whom 
he  fpends  his  Loure  at  the  Bowjingken. 

14  A Jackman  is  one  that  can  write  and  reade, 
yea  fome  of  them  have  a fmattering  in  the  Latine 
tongue;  which  learning  of  theirs  advances  them 
in  office  amongft  the  Beggars,  as  to  be  Clark  of 
their  Hall,  or  the  like.  His  employment  is  to 
make  Gybes  with  Jarkes  to  them,  which  are  coun- 
terfeit licences  with  feals,  by  which  he  gets  ftore 
of  money  to  make  himfelf  drunk  withal. 

15  The  Patrico  is  their  Prieft,  every  hedge  is 
his  Parifh,  and  every  wandring  Rogue  and  Whore 
is  his  Parifhioner.  His  fervice  is  onely  marrying 
of  couples,  by  bidding  them  go  together  and  mul- 
tiply, and  fill  the  world  with  a generation  of  va- 
gabonds. 

16  Irijh  Toy  Is  are  lufty  Rogues  who  go  about 
with  a wallet  at  their  back,  in  which  they  carry 
pinns,  poynts,  laces,  and  fuch  like,  and  under  co- 
lour of  felling  fuch  wares  commit  many  villanies. 

1 7 A Swigman  is  a degree  higher  than  an 
Irijh  toyle,  as  a Tavern  exceeds  an  Ale-houfe,  for 
he  carries  a pack  behind  him  in  ftead  of  a wallet, 
and  is  ftored  with  more  forts  of  ware  than  the 
other,  yet  differs  little  from  him  in  honefty;  they 
both  pay  tribute  to  the  Upright  man,  as  to  their 
chief. 

18  Glymmerars  are  fuch  as  travel  up  and  down 
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with  licences  to  beg,  becaufe  their  houfes  have 
been  confumed  with  fire,  for  Glymmer  in  the  Cant- 
ing tongue  fignifies  fire.  They  ufe  a very  fad  tone 
in  their  begging,  and  tell  a lamentable  ftory  how 
the  fire  deftroyed  their  Barns,  Stables,  &c.  by 
which  lying  tales  they  get  ftore  of  Loure  to  buy 
Bub  at  the  Bowfingken. 

19.  Curtals  are  fo  called  becaufe  they  wear 
fhort  Cloafes,  being  of  the  fame  nature  as  the 
Rogues  defcribed  before. 

20.  The  laft  ranch  of  this  Rambling  Crew  are 
termed  Kinchin  Co's , being  little  Boys,  whofe 
Parents  were  formerly  Beggars,  but  are  now  dead, 
or  elfe  fuch  as  have  run  away  from  their  Mat- 
ters, and  inftead  of  a trade  to  live  by,  follow  this 
kinde  of  life  to  be  lowfie  by.  The  firft  thing  they 
do  is  to  learn  how  to  Cant,  and  the  onely  thing 
they  pra6tice  is  to  creep  in  at  windows  or  Cellar 
doors. 

Thus  have  I given  you  a brief  defcription  of 
the  men,  by  which  you  may  give  a threwd  guefs 
of  the  women;  for  you  cannot  imagine  if  the  one 
were  Devils,  that  the  other  would  be  Saints,  take 
them  therefore  in  their  own  Chara£ter. 

1.  Of  this  fort  the  firft  of  them  are  called  Kin- 
chen  Morts,  their  Mothers  carry  at  their  backs  in 
their  Slates,  id  eft,  [heets.  When  the  Morts  beg, 
they  ufe  to  prick  thefe  Kinchens  with  pins,  that 
by  their  crying  they  may  move  people  to  a fpee- 
dier  diftribution  of  their  alms. 

2.  Dells  are  young  wenches  that  have  not  loft 
their  maiden-heads,  but  being  once  dcflowred, 
(which  commonly  is  when  they  are  very  young) 
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they  then  change  the  name  of  Dell  into  Doxy , 
even  as  maids  when  they  come  to  be  married, 
loofe  that  appellation,  and  are  called  women. 

3.  Doxeys  are  fuch  as  have  been  deflowred  by 
the  Upright-men , and  are  after  common  to  any  of 
the  Brotherhood.  They  will  if  they  fee  convenient 
for  a fmall  piece  of  money  proflitute  their  bodies 
to  any  that  will  deal  with  them,  and  do  too  often 
murther  thofe  Infants  which  are  fo  gotten.  They 
have  one  fpecial  badge  to  be  known  by,  for  moft 
of  them  go  working  of  laces  and  fhirt-flrings,  or 
fuch  like  fluff,  onely  to  give  colour  to  their  idle 
wandring. 

4.  A walking  Mort  is  one  that  hath  increafed 
the  world  with  Lullaby-cheats  or  young  Children, 
yet  was  never  married ; they  are  very  dangerous 
Queans  to  meet  withal,  being  cunning  in  diffem- 
bling,  and  without  all  fear  of  God  and  good  laws ; 
and  are  kept  in  awe  onely  by  the  Upright-men, 
who  oftentimes  rifle  them  of  all  that  they  have. 

5.  An  Autem  Mort  is  another  fort  of  thefe /lie- 
devils,  and  differs  onely  from  a walking  Mort  in 
that  fhe  is  married;  for  Autem  in  the  Canting 
tongue  fignifies  a Church,  although  that  be  a place 
file  feldom  comes  at.  They  commonly  walk  with 
their  Wallets  on  their  fhoulders,  and’  Slates  or 
flieets  at  their  backs,  and  will  pilfer  any  thing  that 
lies  carelefly  about  houfes,  which  they  call  in 
their  language  Milling  of  the  ken.  Their  Hus- 
bands commonlyar zRufflers,  Upright-men,  Wilde 
Rogues,  &c. 

6.  The  laft  of  this  Ragged  Regiment  are  called 
Bawdy  Baskets,  which  are  women  that  walk  with 
Baskets  or  Cap-cafes  on  their  arms,  wherein  they 
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have  pinns,  points,  needles,  and  fuch  like  things 
to  fell,  going  thus  from  houfe  to  houfe,  to  fell  their 
ware  ; buy  Cunny -skins , and  fteal  what  they  can 
lay  their  hands  on,  driving  three  trades  at  once. 
They  are  very  fair  fpoken,  and  will  feldome  fwear 
whileft  they  are  felling  their  wares,  but  will  lie 
with  any  man  that  hath  a minde  to  them.  The 
Upright-men  and  thefe  are  in  perfedt  league  and 
amity  one  with  another. 

Thus  have  I briefly  diffedled  to  you  this  knot 
of  Vipers , who  may  very  fitly  be  termed  the  Devils 
black  Guard.  Whofe  whole  life  confifteth  of  a 
continued  adt  of  all  impiety,  no  fin  within  their 
verge  but  is  frequently  committed  amongft  them, 
efpecially  that  fin  of  leachery  ; to  which  end  you 
fhall  find  fometimes  together  in  a Barn  forty  of 
thefe  Uprightmen , Rufflers,  Clapp erdugeons,  &c. 
ingendring  Beggars  with  their  Morts.  Adultery 
they  boaft  of,  Inceft  they  laugh  at,  Sodomy  they 
Jeft  at,  being  all  of  the  Family  of  Love  or  Luft 
rather,  rope  ripe,  Nuts  for  the  Devils  cracking, 
and  fit  fuel  for  firing  for  his  Kitchen.  But  I have 
dwelt  too  long  upon  this  filthy  fubjedl,  I fhall  only 
give  you  a brief  Charadler  of  a Canting  Rogue,  and 
fo  return  to  the  progrefs  of  my  own  life. 

He  fhould  feem  by  his  rambling  minde  to  be 
begot  by  fome  Intelligencer  under  a hedge,  for  he 
is  wholly  addidled  to  travel,  and  hath  one  efpe- 
cial  priviledge  above  moft  Travellers,  that  he  is 
never  out  of  the  way.  He  is  not  troubled  with  ma- 
king of  Joyntures  ; he  can  divorce  himfelf  without 
the  Fee  of  a ProElor,  nor  fears  he  the  cruelty  of 
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Overfeers  of  his  Will ; for  there  is  fmall  danger  of 
his  Children  being  cheated  of  their  Eftates,  by 
which  means  he  makes  not  work  for  the  Lawyers 
after  his  deceafe.  He  leaves  his  Children  all  the 
world  to  Cant  in,  and  all  the  people  to  be  their 
fathers  toprovide  for  them.  Hislanguageis  always 
one  and  the  fame  ; the  Northern  fpeech  differs 
from  the  South,  Welfh  from  the  Cornifh,  but 
Canting  is  general,  nor  ever  could  be  altered  by 
Conqueft  of  the  Saxon,  Dane,  or  Norman.  He 
will  not  beg  out  of  the  limit  prefcribed  him  by  the 
Upright-man,  though  he  ftarve  ; nor  falfifie  his 
oath,  if  he  fwear  by  his  Solomon  (which  is  th  eMafs) 
though  you  hang  him ; and  to  fbow  himfelf  a true 
fubjedt  of  their  Common-wealth,  he  pays  his  cu- 
ftom  as  truly  to  his  Grand  Rogue,  as  tribute  is  paid 
to  the  Great  Turk. 

The  Spring  is  as  welcome  to  him,  as  a warm 
Bed  to  a weary  Traveller,  for  then  begins  his  pro- 
grefs  after  a hard  Winter ; and  the  Sun  which 
breeds  Agues  in  others,  he  adores  it  like  the  In- 
dian. OJllers  cannot  endure  him,  for  he  is  of  the 
Infantry,  and  ferves  beft  on  foot ; and  if  through 
ficknefs  at  any  time  he  ride,  his  ftage  is  but  to  the 
next  Town,  and  that  in  a Dung-cart.  He  offends 
not  the  Statute  againft  the  excefs  of  Apparel;  the 
fuller  of  Rags,  the  more  fafhionable  for  his  Calling; 
and  to  go  naked,  he  accounts  but  a voluntary  pen- 
nance.  Forty  of  them  will  lye  in  a Barn  together, 
yet  are  never  fued  upon  the  Statute  of  In-mates. 
He  fhifts  Lodgings  oftner  than  men  fhift  their 
fhirts,  and  hath  more  change  of  Morts  and  Doxies, 
than  he  hath  of  Lodgings.  If  he  were  learned,  no 
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man  could  make  a better  Defcription  of  England, 
for  he  hath  furveyed  it  more  exadlly  than  the  beft 
Cofmographer  whatfoever,  having  travell’d  it  over 
and  over.  Laftly,  he  can  brag  of  this,  that  repair- 
ing of  houfes  will  never  undo  him ; and  that  though 
he  eats  and  drinks  every  day,  yet  he  fhall  not  die 
one  penny  in  debt  either  to  the  Brewer,  or  to  the 
Butcher. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

In  profecution  of  his  begging ; he  Jleals  a Hen , A 
taken  in  the  manner,  and  whipped,  and  im- 
prifoned  in  the  Cage  ; from  whence  he  ef capes , 
and  ajfifis  in  the  robbing  of  a Houfe,  where  he 
gets  a good  Booty  and  ef  cafes,  but  his  Companioiis 
are  caught ; one  hanged,  and  two  tranfported : 
He  hearing  tins,  makes  hafie  to  London. 

IT  was  then  the  Spring  of  the  year  when  I took 
this  laze  trade  oflife  upon  me;  the  harmony  of 
the  Birds  finging,  and  the  variety  of  the  flowers 
which  beautified  the  verdant  Fields,  made  me  the 
more  willing  to  embrace  this  fordid  courfe,  not 
thinking  of  a winter  that  would  ftrike  dumb  thofe 
winged  Chorifters,  and  invert  the  Earth  with  a 
robe  of  Snow,  in  ftead  of  all  her  painted  Bravery. 
Cuftom  had  foon  habituated  me  to  a liking  of  lod- 
ging in  ftraw,  attra&ed  the  more  by  my  amorous 
Bed-fellow,  and  fo  long  as  I had  my  fill  of  eafe,  I 
could  well  be  contented  to  fart  from  Dainties.  But 
for  my  life  I could  not  bring  my  tongue  to  the  right 
tone  of  Begging,  although  I were  habited  fit  for 
the  purpofe,  with  a dirty  Night-cap  loathfome  to 
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behold,  my  face  all  fmearen,  my  cloths  fet  full 
with  patches  upon  the  whole  cloath,  a red  clout 
upon  my  leg,  and  fupporting  my  body  with  a ftaff 
as  if  I had  been  a meer  criple.  Many  a mile  we 
rambled,  yet  keeping  ftill  in  our  own  ftation, 
for  fear  of  the  Upright-man  : but  my  counterfeit 
plea  for  begging  was  at  laft  aifcovered,  and  to  all 
my  dainties  I had  whipping  chear  added  ; for 
going  one  day  not  far  off  from  a Farm  houfe,  the 
ltragling  Hens  invited  me  to  have  a throw  at  them 
with  my  ftaff,  and  having  ftruck  one  of  them,  I 
had  forgotten  my  lamenefs,  but  very  nimbly  ran 
and  took  her  up,  putting  her  under  my  patcht 
Coat,  where  I had  a bag  fewed  in  that  was  a re- 
ceptacle for  all  ftollen  goods.  It  chanced  that 
the  Farmer  himfelf  was  then  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  hedge,  who  undifcover’d  by  me,  faw  my  ac- 
tivity in  the  ftealingof  his  Hen,  and  was  refolved, 
though  I put  it  up,  that  he  would  not.  But  I 
dreading  nothing,  thinking  my  felf  unfeen,  went 
directly  to  the  Houfe,  and  as  foon  as  I came  into 
the  yard  fell  to  my  old  trade,  leaning  on  my  ftaff, 
and  drawing  my  leg  after  me,  as  if  fcarce  able  to 
ftand,  much  lefs  to  run.  Having  gotten  to  the 
door,  I began  to  fet  up  my  tone  with  a Good  tender 
hearted  people  be  pleafed  to  bejlow  your  charity  upon 
apoor  miferablewretch  that  is  both  lame  and  hungry; 
one  penny  of Jilver  to  buy  him  falve  for  his  fore  leg, 
or  one  morfel  of  victuals  to  put  into  his  belly  that 
hath  had  nothing  come  in  it  this  couple  of  day es.  No 
fooner  had  I ended  my  Maunding,  thinking  to 
mump  the  Farmer  out  of  fome  money,  or  at  leaft- 
wife  fome  bread  to  my  Hen,  but  he  having  watch’d 
me  now  feiz’d  hold  of  my  arm,  and  told  me,  that 
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that  though  it  might  be  true  that  I had  not  lately- 
eaten,  yet  he  faw  I was  refolved  to  be  better  pro- 
vided for  the  future,  and  fo  turning  back  my  Coat 
difcover’d  my  bag,  where  was  not  only  the  Hen, 
but  fome  other  provant,  I had  lately  purchafed. 

I finding  my  felf  caught,  would  gladly  have  given 
him  the  flip,  but  fome  of  his  fervants,  as  well  as 
himfelf  ftop’d  me,  without  any  more  ado  the  Har- 
man-beck  was  fent  for,  who  being  a neighbour  was 
quickly  come,  and  by  this  time  I had  a great  train 
of  Boys  and  Girls  to  attend  me  : I needed  not 
much  examination  being  thus  taken  in  the  man- 
ner, but  however  they  were  all  defirous  to  fee  my 
fore  leg  ; I was  forced  to  let  them  do  what  they 
would  with  me,  knowing  there  was  no  remedy  but 
patience,  and  fo  I fuffer’d  them  to  unrowl  and  take 
off  the  Clouts  and  Rowlers  that  was  upon  it,  when 
coming  to  the  skin,  that  was  as  whole  and  as  found 
as  a fifh  ; but  though  my  leg  was  well  and  whole, 
my  heart  was  now  almoft  broken  with  confidera- 
tion  of  what  they  would  do  with  me  ; fome 
propofed  one  punifhment,  and  fome  another,  but 
at  length  to  the  Whipping-Poft  I was  led,  where 
my  Doublet  and  fhirt  being  ftript  off,  my  back 
was  fo  long  lac’d  with  a Cart-whip,  that  I Caperd 
and  flownced  like  a Horfe  in  a quagmire,  and  I 
was  as  faft  too,  being  hand  cuffd  fo  that  I could 
not  ftir.  It  was  well  it  was  the  fpring,  time,  for  I 
loft  blood  enough  to  purge  away  the  grofs  humors 
without  the  help  of  a Surgeon,  that  office  being 
fupplyd  by  a Thrafher  who  took  as  much  pains 
upon  me  as  would  have  Thrafh  d a bufhel  of 
Pcafe ; but  at  length  there  was  a Ceffation, 
and  a new  parlee  began,  wherein  it  was  pro- 


Witty  Extravagant.  147 

pounded  that  further  courfe  fhould  be  taken  with 
me,  and  confidering  that  there  was  a kind  of  Fe- 
lony committed  upon  the  Hen  ; they  advis’d  and 
agreed  to  lead  me  to  the  next  Juftice  of  the  peace 
to  have  his  Judgement  in  the  Cafe,  though  I 
thought  it  unreafonable  to  fufifer  punifhment  firft, 
and  then  to  be  Judged  ; yet  it  was  to  no  purpofe 
to  complain,  and  all  I could  fay  would  not  prevail 
with  them  to  let  me  go,  but  they  would  conduct 
me  to  the  Juftice,  fo  that  I having  put  on  my 
Cloaths  my  fhirt  ftuck  to  my  back  and  made  me 
fenfible  that  I had  loft  leather  ; but  for  all  that 
on  I mull,  and  the  Juftice  living  a mile  off,  the 
Thrafher  who  had  lafh’d  me,  and  two  or  three 
others  made  holliday  to  attend  me  : when  we 
came  before  the  Juftice,  he  hearing  that  I had 
been  punifhed  already,  was  content  at  my  Im- 
portunity to  acquit  me  from  any  other,  and  only 
to  make  a Pafs  to  fend  me  home  to  London,  being 
the  place  where  I told  them  I was  born  : I not 
having  power  to  contradi6l,  was  forced  to  content 
to  what  was  commanded,  and  that  Conftable  at- 
tending me  out  of  his  liberties  to  another  Con- 
ftable, left  me:  this  new  Conftable,  who  now  had 
me  in  keeping,  not  being  willing  to  go  further 
with  me  ; for  that  night  put  me  up  in  the  Cage, 
where  I was  lock’d  up,  but  not  fo  fafely,  but  I 
made  fhift  to  break  out,  and  travelling  all  night, 
by  the  next  morning  I was  far  enough  off  for  them 
to  o’retake  me,  for  all  that  day  I concealed  my 
felf  in  a wood,  and  when  night  came  I proceeded 
on  my  Journey  ; but  it  fo  happened  that  on  the 
fecond  night  of  my  travel,  about  midnight  I 
was  overtaken  by  three  perfons  who  demanded 
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where  I was  going?  I told  them  any  whither: 
what  was  I ? I replied  a wretched  perfon  whom 
fortune  had  perfecuted,and  therefore  I was  indiffe- 
rent whether  I went,  or  what  I did.  Hearing  me 
fay  fo,  they  retired  a little  to  confult  about  their 
affairs,  and  then  one  of  them  coming  up  to  me, 
demanded  feveral  queftions  of  me  of  my  late 
courfe  of  life  ? To  all  their  queftions  I returned 
them  fuch  anfwers  as  caufed  them  to  conclude 
me  to  be  a Rambler,  and  therefore  fit  for  their 
fociety,  and  therefore  they  asked  me  if  I were 
willing  to  hazard  my  felf  in  enterprizing  fomewhat, 
that  though  it  might  be  fomething  dangerous,  yet 
it  fhould  be  very  profitable.  To  this  I anfwered, 
that  theyfhould  foon  find  my willingnefs  expreffed 
in  the  boldnefs  of  my  adtions,  and  if  feconded  or 
affifted  by  them,  I fhould  a6t  anything  they  would 
direfl  and  appoint. 

They  hearing  my  refolution,  foon  confented  to 
admit  me  into  their  fociety,  and  acquainted  me 
with  their  prefent  purpofe,  which  was  to  rob  a 
Houfe  not  far  from  that  place  : They  told  me 
that  I muft  be  valiant  and  bold,  not  in  fight- 
ing, for  they  knew  they  fhould  meet  with  little 
occafion  to  exercife  any  weapon,  but  in  entring 
the  Houfe,  and  performing  other  fuch  matters 
as  they  fhould  inftru£t  me  in.  I told  them  I 
confented  to  what  they  fhould  propofe,  and 
therefore  defired  them  to  tell  me  what  part  I was 
to  aft  in  this  Enterprize,  and  as  for  a part  of  the 
purchafe,  I fhould  leave  that  to  them,  which 
I defired  them  to  give  me  as  I fhould  deferve. 
Then  one  of  thefe  perfons  told  me,  that  he 
was  very  well  acquainted  in  the  houfe,  and  gave 
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me  an  account  of  the  feveral  ways  and  paffages 
into  every  Room,  and  who  was  lodged  in  fuch 
Chambers.  In  fine,  I difcovered  that  there  was 
but  two  men,  and  three  women-kind  in  the  houfe, 
and  he  being  a Coach-man,  had  lately  brought 
the  Matter  of  the  houfe  home  with  two  hundred 
pound,  of  which  he  had  a defire  to  rob  him;  and 
therefore  had  joyned  thefe  two  perfons  with  him 
in  the  Confederacy.  Being  thus  inftru<5led,  we 
proceed,  and  arriving  at  the  houfe,  I was  put  in 
at  a window,  and  directed  how  to  open  the  doors, 
which  I did,  the  Coach-man  flayed  below  flairs, 
and  we  other  three  by  his  directions  went  up  into 
the  Chambers;  the  doors  we  foon  opened,  and 
coming  to  the  Bed-fide  where  the  Mafter  of  the 
houfe  and  his  Wife  was,  we  drawing  our  fwords 
(for  I had  the  Coach-mans  delivered  to  me) 
opened  our  dark  Lanthorns,  and  feeing  the  man 
and  woman,  without  many  words  we  bound  and 
gagg’d  them ; and  they  leaving  me  to  watch  them, 
went  into  the  other  Chambers  to  do  the  like  to 
the  reft:  I being  left  alone  in  this  Room  was  not 
idle,  but  rummaged  about,  and  found  a Gold 
Watch,  a few  Rings,  and  twenty  Pieces  of  Gold, 
thefe  I fecured  for  my  felf,  and  foon  after  my 
Companions  returned;  when  taking  the  Keys 
out  of  the  Gentlewomans  pocket,  we  foon  found 
what  we  came  for,  the  two  hundred  pound,  and 
fo  marched  off  without  any  flay,  or  the  leafl  in- 
terruption: the  Coach-man  flayed  below  in  the 
Hall,  where  he  had  made  a ftri£l  fearch,  and  had 
likewife  plundred  fomething  from  thence  which 
after  turned  little  to  his  profit:  but  we  all  left  the 
houfe  with  the  doors  open,  and  marched  with  the 
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fpoils  of  the  field,  bag  and  baggage,  to  a houfe 
about  a mile  diftant,  where  they  were  fo  courte- 
ous  as  to  give  me  fifteen  pound  out  of  the  profits 
of  their  Adventure.  I (being  fenfible  that  I was 
well  enough  paid,  in  regard  of  the  Gold  and  other 
things  I had  conceal’d)  thankfully  received  it,  and 
fo  left  them,  marching  on  further  to  the  next  great 
Town,  where  the  next  day  I underftood  a great 
Fair  was  to  be  kept,  and  therefore  I thought  that 
place  the  moft  fitting  to  conceal  my  felf  in,  and  be 
freeft  from  fufpition,  I got  in  a Barn  and 
my  felf,  taking  fome  fleep ; but  was  much  difturb- 
ed,  being  in  great  fear  left  fome  mif-fortune  might 
befall  me : And  to  the  end  that  I might  be  the  freer 
from  fufpedt,  in  cafe  of  a Hue  and  Cry,  I went  to  a 
Salef-mans  Booth  which  was  in  the  Fair,  and  fur- 
nifh’d  me  with  a Sad-coloured  Sute  and  Cloak, Ci- 
tizen-like, that  I might  pafs  for  fuch  a one  if  occa- 
fion  were ; my  old  Cloathes  I left  behind  me  in  the 
Barn  where  I (tripped  my  felf.  Thus  did  I efcape 
all  danger,  but  my  Companions  fared  worfe  than 
I,  for  the  covetous  Coach-man  not  having  any 
thino-  elfe  whereon  to  exercife  himfelf,  (tole  a 
Looking-glafs  which  was  below  (lairs,  while  we 
were  above,  and  to  conceal  it  from  the  reft  of  his 
Companions,  put  it  in  his  Codpiece.  When  they 
had  fufficiently  Itayed  at  the  houfe  where  1 left 
them,  and  had  (hared  the  prize,  they  went  to  go 
homewards,  but  being  fluftred  with  the  Bottles  of 
Wine  they  had  for  joy  drank  off,  they  made  it 
fo  long,  that  it  was  feven  of  the  Clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ere  they  parted,  and  then  were  they  overtaken 
by  the  Hue  and  Cry,  with  a Conftable,who  though 
he  knew  the  Coach-man  very  well,  and  did  not 
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fufpedft  him,  yet  feeing  him  and  his  two  Compa- 
nions fo  fluftred,  and  fomewhat  to  hang  out  at  the 
knees  of  the  Coach-man’s  Breeches,  they  made 
fome  ftay,  asking  whether  he  had  lately  been  at 
fome  Wedding  and  had  Bride-Laces,  which  he 
had  put  in  his  Breeches.  The  Coach-man  being 
fomewhat  blank’d  at  this  difcovery,  knew  not 
what  anfvver  readily  to  return : This  caufed  them 
to  examine  him  who  they  were  that  were  his 
Companions,  and  where  they  had  been?  They 
were  all  nowdeeplier  furprized  than  before,  which 
gave  fo  great  fufpition  that  occafioned  a Search, 
and  in  the  end  they  found  what  they  fought  for, 
(the  Money:)  and  that  which  hung  out  at  the 
Coach-mans  Breeches,  were  fome  Ribbons  that 
were  faftned  to  the  Looking-glafs.  Upon  this 
Difcovery  they  were  all  Apprehended,  carried 
before  a Juftice,  and  upon  examination  being 
found  dire&ly  guilty,  committed  to  Goal.  This 
did  I hear  of  at  the  Fair  that  afternoon  as  I was 
drinking  in  a Booth:  At  the  recital  of  this  ftory, 
if  any  one  had  obferved  me,  they  might  eafdy 
have  conjectured  that  I was  concerned  therein ; 
for  I was  poffeffed  with  fo  much  fear,  that  I look’d 
like  one  rather  dead  than  alive:  but  there  was  no 
occafion  to  fufpeCt  me,  for  the  three  others  my 
Companions  being  taken  and  with  them  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  money,  there  was  no  occafion  to 
make  any  further  enquiry.  Then  did  I blefs  my 
good  fortune  that  I had  left  them  fo  fuddenly, 
and  was  fo  much  out  of  danger,  and  that  evening 
I proceeded  further  on  in  my  wa y towards  Lon- 
don\  but  being  well  furnifhed  with  Silver  and 
Gold,  I took  up  my  Quarters  in  a very  good  Inn, 
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where  I had  a good  Supper  and  foft  Bed,  and  flept 
very  well,  considering  the  trouble  I was  in.  At 
this  Inn  I ftayed  feveral  days  to  hear  what  would 
become  of  my  Companions,  for  the  Affizes  were 
then  at  hand.  I received  this  fatisfa6lion,  that 
they  being  Tryed,  were  all  caft  for  their  Lives; 
the  Coach-man  hang’d,  and  the  other  two  were 
to  be  tranfported.  This  was  the  end  of  my  piece 
of  Thievery,  and  I did  then  refolve  never  to  ha- 
zard my  felf  again  in  fuch  matters,  left  I came 
off  with  as  bad  fuccefs  as  the  Coach-man.  I ftayed 
fo  long  in  this  Inn,  pretending  to  wait  the  coming 
of  a filter  of  mine,  that  one  day  who  fhould  ar- 
rive there  but  the  Maid-fervant  who  lived  with 
the  Plaifterer  I had  ferved,  and  as  I fuppofe  was 
the  caufe  of  his  drowning : now  was  I in  greater 
fear  than  before,  for  I had  lately  efcaped  hanging 
for  theft,  and  now  expected  it  for  murther;  and 
I knew  that  this  wench  was  malicious  enough 
againft  me,  and  would  rather  injure  me  by  her  ex- 
clamations, than  fecure  me  by  her  filence ; I there- 
fore intended  to  give  her  the  go-by,  but  could 
not,  for  fhe  had  now  caft  her  eye  upon  me  and 
difcovered  me,  and  came  ftraight  up  to  me  to 
fpeak  with  me.  How  now,  fays  fhe,  you  have 
made  a fair  Ramble!  Is  it  not  time  to  return? 
Well,  faid  I,  be  filent  a little,  and  let  me  fpeak 
with  you  in  private ; and  thereupon  taking  her  by 
the  hand,  I led  her  into  a private  room,  where 
calling  for  fome  drink,  I enquired  of  her  how  all 
our  Friends  did,  and  more  particularly  for  my 
Mafter.  Why,  faid  lhe,  you  know  well  enough 
that  he  is  dead.  At  this  word  I was  more  dead 
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than  alive,  neither  was  I for  the  prefent  able  to 
ask  her  any  more  queftions. 

The  Drink  being  brought  in,  fhe  drank  to  me  ; 
Well,  faid  fhe,  however  I am  glad  to  fee  you  here ; 
fo  am  not  I (thought  I :)  but  recovering  my  loft 
fenfes,  I demanded  of  her  how  long  my  Mafter 
had  been  dead.  She  replyed,  a fortnight.  Nay, 
thought  I,  then  the  Cafe  is  not  fo  bad  as  I fuf- 
pecled,  and  therefore  I proceeded  in  queftioning 
of  her  how  he  died,  and  many  other  queftions. 
She  anfwered,  that  he  died  of  a Feaver,  which 
kept  him  not  above  fourteen  days  fick;  and  he 
being  dead,  fhe  was  now  returning  into  the  Coun- 
try to  vifit  her  Friends. 

Now  was  I fully  fatisfied  that  I needed  not 
fear  any  danger,  wherefore  I called  for  a Bottle 
of  Canary,  which  we  drank  off ; and  fhe  related 
to  me  that  he  was  not  much  hurt  by  the  fall  that 
I gave  him,  for  he  went  again  to  work  the  next 
day,  and  had  made  much  enquiry  after  me,  but 
as  yet  in  vain.  I told  her  that  I indeed  doubted 
that  he  had  been  drowned  by  the  fall  which  he 
had  received  into  the  water,  and  therefore  had 
abfented  my  felf  ever  fince  from  London , wan- 
dering up  and  down  in  feveral  Difguifes : But, 
faid  I,  I will  now  go  to  London  again,  but  never 
to  ferve  out  my  Time  at  that  Trade;  for  if  I 
come  upon  a Scaffold  again,  I fhall  be  much 
frighted  with  the  remembrance  of  that  Difafter. 
She  told  me,  that  now  indeed  I was  free  to  dif- 
pofe  of  my  felf  fince  my  Mafter  was  dead,  and 
might  chufe  my  Trade  and  Mafter. 

Thus  did  we  fpin  out  feveral  hours  of  that  day 
and  night  together,  till  it  was  time  to  go  to  Bed, 
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and  then  we  parted;  the  the  next  morning  pro- 
ceeded  in  her  Journey  into  the  Countrey,  and  I 
purfuing  my  reiolutions  of  going  to  London,  like- 
wife  went  forward.  But  by  the  way  met  with  an 
Adventure,  which  I (hall  relate  to  you  in  the 
next  Chapter. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

In  his  Journey  to  London,  he  overtakes  a Trooper 
and  a Wench:  he  lyes  with  her  and  two  more  of 
her  Companions,  and  after  this  f rollick  he  goes 
with  them  all  to  London. 


TWas  now  refolved  nothing  Ihould  hinder  me 
from  proceeding  in  my  Journey  to  London , 
and  that  I might  get  thither  the  fooner,  I endea- 
voured to  borrow  a horfe,  but  could  not  procure 
one,  I being  a ftranger,  every  perfon  was  unwilling 
to  trull  me:  but  at  noon-day  ftaying  for  a bait,  I 
happened  into  the  company  of  a Trooper,  who 
was  likewife  travelling  to  London ; we  dined  to- 
gether, and  he  asking  whither  I was  going  ? I told 
him:  he  faid  he  fhould  be  glad  of  my  company. 
[ faid,  that  would  be  very  pleafing  to  me  if  I 
might  enjoy  his;  but  I could  not  becaufe  he  was 
setter  furnifh’d  for  a Journey  than  I,  being  pro- 
dded with  a horfe,  and  I on  foot:  he  told  me 
that  inconveniency  might  be  fupplyed,  for  there 
vere  horfes  in  the  ftable  to  be  let.  I told  him  that 
[ would  give  any  confideration  for  the  hire  of  one, 
ind  that  he,  if  acquainted,  might  do  me  much 
dndnefs  in  procuring  one  for  me:  he  feeing  me 
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full  of  money,  quickly  procured  me  a horfe,  en- 
gaging himfelf  that  I fhould  leave  the  bead:  at  his 
London  quarters.  My  hoft  being  well  acquainted 
with  him,  and  he  being  to  ride  along  with  me, 
was  contented:  and  I paying  five  fhillings  for  his 
hire,  had  the  horfe  deliver’d  to  me,  and  on  his 
back  I mounted,  thinking  my  felf  to  be  fome 
brave  fellow:  As  we  rid  along  together,  we  over- 
took a female  Creature,  young  and  handfom,  in 
fomewhat  an  ancient  decayed,  but  Gentile  garb. 
The  Trooper  being  a notable  well  experienced 
blade,  foon  fell  into  difcourfe  with  her,  and  found 
her  to  be  a Rambling  Baggage,  whofe  journey 
was  now  intended  for  London , and  would  be  glad 
of  our  company,  were  the  accommodated  with  a 
horfe:  to  that  I offered  her  my  fervice,  and  agreed 
that  fhe  fhould  ride  behind  me;  to  which  fhe  af- 
fenting,  foon  mounted,  and  now  we  merrily  put 
on,  holding  a pleating  difcourfe  with  our  female 
companion.  I had  a great  defire  to  take  a better 
view  of  her  than  I could,  being  thus  on  horf-back 
together,  and  therefore  perfwaded  the  Trooper 
to  make  a halt  at  the  next  Town  which  we  came 
to,  where  we  all  difmounted,  and  I faluted  my 
Lady,  who  kindly  received  my  Courtefie.  The 
Trooper  after  fome  difcourfe,  was  well  enough 
acquainted  with  the  Lady,  having  often  times 
been  merry  with  her,  and  others,  at  the  houfe 
where  fhe  lodged  in  London.  He  call  d me  on 
one  fide,  and  told  me,  that  fhe  was  a perfon  with 
whom  he  had  been  formerly  acquainted,  and  fo 
might  I too,  if  I would,  and  if  I had  any  defire 
thereto,  he  could  and  would  affift  me. . 

I told  him  he  had  done  me  many  kindneffes  in 


Witty  Extravagant.  157 

the  fmall  time  of  my  acquaintance,  and  now  he 
had  offered  that  which  exceeded  all ; for  indeed 
I was  much  taken  with  her  beauty,  and  very  de- 
firous  I was  to  enjoy  her. 

Well,  faid  he,  let  us  be  going  from  hence,  and 
make  you  your  bargain  with  her  as  you  ride  along 
by  the  way,  and  I will  take  fuch  care  in  the  bufi- 
nefs  that  you  fhall  be  entertained  as  man  and  wife 
at  my  quarters,  and  there  lie  together.  I was  in- 
finitely glad  of  this  his  kind  proffer,  and  thank- 
fully accepted  thereof,  and  fo  after  fome  little 
longer  ftay,  we  again  mounted  our  fteeds  and  put 
forwards  : according  to  his  inftruftion  I courted 
my  Miftrefs,  and  without  much  difficulty  obtained 
her  promife  to  permit  me  to  lie  with  her,  and  fo  we 
rid  on  till  we  arrived  at  the  Troopers  quarters, 
where  he  told  his  Landlady,  that  he  had  brought 
her  fome  guefls  ; for  this  young  man  and  his  wife, 
(faid  he)  pointing  to  us,  will  ftay  here  all  night : 
they  fhall  be  welcom,  faid  the  Hoftefs,  and  fo 
a fupper  was  provided  ; for  as  we  did  eat  and 
drink  with  a very  good  appetite,  and  my  Land- 
lady did  accompany  us,  who  I found  was  very 
well  refpe<5ted,  and  familiar  with  the  Trooper  ; 
and  bed-time  being  come,  which  I had  much 
defired,  I and  my  Lady  went  to  bed,  neither 
did  the  Trooper  lie  alone,  for  our  Landlady  was 
his  bed-fellow  ; how  he  fpent  the  night  I know 
not,  but  I am  fure  for  our  parts  we  fleptbut  little, 
for  it  was  the  firft  time  that  I ever  enjoy’d  a wo- 
man naked  in  my  arms  all  night,  and  I was  ra- 
vifhed  with  delight,  never  having  had  fo  much 
pleafure.  My  bed-fellow  was  well  enough  con- 
tented with  the  entertainment  I gave  her;  we 
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difcourfed  of  one  anothers  fortunes,  but  whether 
flie  told  me  the  truth  of  hers,  I know  not,  but  I 
difguifed  mine  wholly  from  her,  not  thinking  it  fit 
to  make  her  acquainted  with  my  late  adventures  ; 
fhe  told  me,  that  the  occafion  of  her  late  travel 
was  this,  that  fhe  and  two  women  more  of  her  ac- 
quaintance had  been  perfwaded  by  three  Gentle- 
men to  a Ramble,  and  had  gone  down  to  fuch  a 
City  in  a Coach,  that  they  had  for  fome  time  con- 
tinued together  as  three  men  and  wives  at  an  Inn, 
and  there  had  enjoyed  a full  plenty  of  every  thing , 
but  at  length  the  three  Gentlemen  had  bafely 
left  them  to  pay  a great  reckoning  in  a ftrange 
place  and  all  they  had  would  not  make  the  one 
half  of  it,  that  they  had  for  fome  time  waited  m 
expe&ation  of  the  return  of  their  friends,  but  in 
vain,  fo  that  at  laft  it  was  agreed,  that  one  of  us, 
faid  fhe,  fhould  go  for  London, , and  procure  mony 
to  redeem  the  reft,  and  the  lot  falling  on  me  I 
have  profecuted  the  journey,  and  hopes  to  raiie 
money  to  relieve,  and  redeem  my  companions.  I 
hearing  this  ftory  was  fenfibly  troubled  thereat, 
and  offered  her  my  affiftance,  and  fhe  fo  far  pre- 
vail’d with  me,  that  I lent  her  five  pound  to  fend 
to  her  companions,  fhe  promifing  me  to  continue 
either  there,  or  at  any  other  place  with  me  io 
lone  as  I fhould  pleafe,  and  at  our  coming  to 
her& quarters  at  London,  to  repay  me  my  mony 
with  many  thanks.  To  all  this  I agreed,  and  the 
next  dav  flie  conveyed  moft  part  of  the  mony  to 
her  companions  by  a Coach  that  travelled  thither: 
and  thus  djd  I enjoy  this  Lady  for  many  nights 
together,  and  lying  at  Rack  and  Manger  : the 
horfe  I fent  back  at  the  direftions  of  the 
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Trooper,  who  likewife  continued  with  his  Hoftefs, 
and  only  my  purfe  paid  for  all  ; but  indeed  we 
lived  fparingly  enough,  the  Trooper  being  one  of 
the  honefteft  Travellers  that  I ever  met  with. 
The  Coach-man  who  carried  the  money  to  the 
affli6ted  and  diftreffed  Damoyfelles,  returned,  and 
with  him  the  Ladies,  very  glad  of  their  fafe  re- 
turn, and  very  thankful  were  they,  not  only  to 
their  companions  who  fent  it,  but  alfo  to  me  of 
whom,  fhe  faid,  fhe  procured  it,  and  now  we  all 
thought  of  removeing  to  London , but  one  night 
more  we  lay  at  our  old  quarters,  where  I had  the 
greateft  frollick  I was  ever  guilty  of,  for  that  night 
I kift  with  all  three  of  the  women,  andpleafed  them 
round,  by  giving  each  of  them  a tryal  of  my  skill. 
What  now  could  I defire  to  enjoy  further?  I 
thought  my  felf  to  be  as  brave  a fellow  as  the  great 
Turk  in  his  Seraglio , he  having  but  his  choice  of 
Women,  which  I now  enjoyed  to  my  full  content. 
But  morning  coming,  we  took  leave  of  our  Hof- 
tefs and  the  Trooper,  and  all  four  taking  Coach, 
foon  came  to  London , where  I took  up  my 
Quarters  with  my  three  Damfels,  who  made  very 
much  of  me,  and  indeed  they  were  the  honefteft 
Wenches,  and  I had  the  beft  frollick  that  I ever 
had  in  my  life,  but  in  time  I was  weary  of  this 
life,  for  what  man  can  laft  out  alwayes  ? And  I 
finding  my  pocket  begin  to  fhrink,  bethought 
me  that  it  was  fit  to  leave  off  in  time,  for  all  my 
Silver  was  gone,  and  ten  pound  of  my  twenty 
pound  in  Gold:  but  I felling  my  Watch  and  Rings 
raifed  ten  pound  more  ; with  this  ftock  of  twenty 
pound  I was  refolved  to  retire,  and  fit  my  felf 
for  fome  employment.  My  three  Ladies  never 
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offered  to  return  me  the  five  pound  I had  lent 
them,  neither  indeed  could  I handfomly  expert 
it ; for  they  had  been  very  liberal  in  their  ex- 
pences,  and  had  declined  all  other  company  to  ac- 
commodate me.  They  heard  of  their  three  Gentle- 
men who  had  trapan’d  them  in  the  Country,  and 
fo  wifely  plaid  their  Cards  that  they  gained  all 
their  money  again,  I affifting  them,  and  pretend- 
ing the  man  of  the  houfe  had  affigned  the  money 
to  me.  I fcorned  to  pocket  any  of  it,  but  gave 
it  amongft  them  ; and  fo  being  refolved  to  take 
another  courfe  of  life,  I retired  my  felf  from  them : 
and  to  the  end  that  I might  be  fitted  for  an  em- 
ployment, I hired  one  who  was  well  known  therein, 
to  teach  me  to  write  more  perfe£lly  than  I could 
formerly,  as  alfo  Arithmatick  ; I likewife  hired 
feveral  Books  of  a Stationer,  for  which  I gave  him 
fo  much  per  week  ; Thele  being  chiefly  Knight- 
Errantry  and  Romances,  I took  much  pleafure 
therein.  I had  a mind  to  diverfion,  and  went  to 
vifit  my  Damoyfelles,  and  thus  did  I live  the 
pleafanteff:  life  in  the  world  ; but  I had  fo  much 
reafon  as  to  think  that  things  would  not  laft  long 
as  they  were,  and  I had  no  inclination  to  Healing, 
more  virtuous  thoughts  had  now  poffeffed  me,  and 
therefore  a Trade  being  the  only  thing  that  would 
maintain  me,  I enquired  for  one,  and  fetled  my 
felf,  as  you  fhall  hear  in  the  next  Chapter. 


Witty  Extravagant. 


1 6 1 


^jg^rr^gsafesgygsfr'  r^Ufy^ffy  ±sty  ^g^g^ig  >4i&  ^tgi-  >.ag_  :-a& 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

He  being  now  come  to  London,  puts  himf elf  Pren- 
tice to  a Taylor;  he  gets  acquaintance  with  Pren- 
tices of  all  forts,  is  with  them  at  their  Tavern- 
frolicks : he  is  employed  by  a Scrivener  to  make 
Cloathes  for  a Wench,  he  goes  with  him  to  her, 
and  returning,  the  Scrivener  promifes  him  an 
account  of  that  Trade. 

BEing  now  come  to  London,  I was  refolved  not 
to  be  idle,  but  fettle  my  felf  to  fome  one 
Trade,  that  I might  be  able  to  get  a living ; and 
having  already  had  tryal  of  feveral,  at  firft  a 
Barber-Surgeon,  then  a Tapfler,  a Cook,  a Lock- 
fmith,  Taylor,  Baker,  and  Plaiflerer ; and  being 
ftill  forced  for  fome  reafon  or  other  to  leave  them 
all,  did  now  refolve  to  fix  upon  one  that  fhould 
do  my  bufinefs,  and  whereby  I might  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places,  be  able  to  live  by  my 
hands,  for  Lands  I had  none.  I confidered  of 
all  the  Trades  I had  already  been  a pradlitioner 
in,  and  many  others,  none  fuited  fo  well  with  my 
humour,  as  that  of  a Taylor;  wherefore  I fought 
for  feveral  Mafters,  but  they  were  all  unwilling 
to  take  me  for  lefs  than  feven  years,  it  being 
the  cuftom  of  London  that  none  can  be  bound  for 
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lefs  time,  nor  be  made  a Free-man  till  they  have 
ferved  fo  long.  I was  unwilling  to  bind  my  felf 
on  thofe  tearms,  knowing  my  temper  was  variable, 
and  did  believe,  I fhould  not  hold  out  to  ferve  fuch 
a tearm  : but  after  feveral  enquiries  and  tryals,  I 
did  light  upon  a Matter,  who  was  willing  to  take 
me  for  five  years,  only  this  I perfwaded  him  to 
do  in  regard  I already  had  a good  hand  in  work- 
ing, and  being  induftrious  in  my  imployment,  fo 
that  though  I was  bound  for  feven  years,  yet  I 
had  a Writing  under  my  Matters  hand,  that  the 
lath  two  years  I fhould  difpofe  of  my  felf  as  I 
pleated,  and  yet  he  could  make  me  a Free-man 
at  feven  years  end. 

My  Matter  was  not  only  a Taylor,  but  kept  a 
Brokers  fhop,  wherein  he  fold  all  forts  of  Clothes 
new  and  old  : He  lived  in  one  of  the  principalleft 
Streets  in  the  City,  and  was  in  good  efteem  with 
his  neighbours,  who  were  all  perfons  of  fome  qua- 
lity, not  of  the  meaner  fort,  but  fubftantial 
Tradefmen,  as  Gold-fmiths,  Grocers , Drugflers , 
Scriveners , Stationers , &c.  and  I (being  now  well 
fitted  with  Clothes,  and  having  my  pockets  pretty 
well  lined  with  money  which  I had  ftill  kept  by 
me)  was  a fit  and  welcome  Companion  to  the 
beft  fort  of  Apprentices,  in  whofe  fociety  I did 
foon  infinuate  my  felf,  and  having  money  to  fpend 
equal  with  the  beft,  I came  acquainted  with  a 
whole  Gang  of  fuch  Blades,  that  all  my  former 
knowledge  was  nothing  in  comparifon  to  what  I 
foon  experimented  from  them  ; for  their  Matters 
being  of  the  wealthieft  fort  of  Citizens,  and 
keeping  Countrey-houfes  at  Newington , Hackney , 
Stepney,  & c,  they  often  had  opportunity  in  their 
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abfence  to  meet,  and  keep  their  Club  or  general 
Randezvous,  which  was  commonly  every  other 
night,  at  one  of  the  Taverns  near  adjoyning:  and 
my  Mafter  (who  did  well  enough  underftand  that 
I was  frequently  abroad,  and  in  what  Company  I 
fpent  my  time)  did  not  in  the  leaft  oppofe  or  con- 
tradict me  therein  ; for  I foon  found  that  thefe 
young  Jovial  Blades,  though  Apprentices,  yet 
they  were  my  Matters  beft  Cuftomers,  for  there 
was  none  of  them  but  had  a Sute  or  two  of  Clothes 
A la  mode , which  commonly  lay  at  our  houfe, 
which  they  put  on  when  they  had  any  frollick  out 
of  Town,  either  at  Chriftmas , E after,  or  Whitfon- 
tide,  or  at  any  other  time,  when  they  pretending 
fome  urgent  occafions,  they  would  give  their  Maf- 
ters  the  flip. 

Thus  was  I one  of  the  Gang,  and  had  liberty 
to  be  with  them  fo  often  as  I pleafed,  by  the  con- 
nivance of  my  Mafter,  whofe  profit  confifted  in 
my  acquaintance  with  them  ; for  I foon  brought 
him  fome  new  Cuftomers,  out  of  whom  he  could 
fqueez  good  ftore  of  money  for  making  their 
Clothes,  and  fometimes  he  made  three  or  four 
Sutes  at  a time,  yet  had  no  money  for  his  pains, 
but  he  was  fatisfied  otherwife  in  Commodities! 
which  were  more  to  his  profit  ; for  the  Mercer 
paid  his  Bill  in  Stuffs,  the  Draper  in  Cloth,  and 
the  reft  either  in  other  good  Commodities  which 
they  had  of  their  Matters,  or  with  which  they 
were  furnifhed  by  their  Companions.  When  any 
of  them  intended  a new  Sute  for  himfelf,  Friend, 
or  Miftrefs,  it  was  but  fummoning  the  Brethren 
of  the  Club  together,  and  then  the  Mercer 
brought  his  Stulls  or  Silks,  the  Milliner  Buttons 
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Ribbons,  and  Lynings,  for  which  they  had  in  ex- 
change fuch  other  Commodities  as  the  others  could 
produce : there  was  only  two  T rades  that  had  little 
or  no  Commodities  to  exchange,  and  that  was  the 
Scrivener  and  Bookfeller,  and  therefore  I won- 
dred  from  whence  they  fhould  get  to  be  fo  fine 
as  the  reft  ; but  I obferved  what  they  wanted  in 
Wares,  was  fupplyed  in  Money,  which  was  a 
Commodity  would  command  every  thing  elfe. 
How  they  fhould  get  this  Money  I knew  not,  for 
I could  not  imagine  that  in  making  of  Bills  and 
Bonds  the  Scrivener  could  cheat  his  Matter  of 
much  money,  or  that  the  Bookfeller  could  fell 
many  books  by  the  by,  and  put  the  money  in  his 
own  pockets,  for  I knew  they  were  not  fo  vendi- 
ble a Commodity  as  Cloath,  Silk,  &c. 

But  one  evening  we  being  at  our  general  Ren- 
dezvous, where  we  had  good  wine,  and  better 
company,  being  attended  by  two  or  three  Subur- 
ban Females,  who  were  the  Doxies  ofourCome- 
rades.  The  Scrivener  (having  the  fineft  out-fide, 
being  in  his  private  Sute  of  Apparel,  and  having 
his  pockets  well  lined  with  Majlin  of  Gold  and 
Silver)  took  occafion  to  court  one  of  the  Women 
not  only  publickly,  but  privately ; and  though 
flie  were  till  then  a ftranger  to  him,  yet  he  won 
her  from  her  other  Friend,  and  to  enduce  her 
to  be  kind  to  him,  he  called  me  to  him,  and 
ordered  me  to  provide  her  a .new  gown,  and 
peticoat,  of  flowred  Tabbee,  and  immediatly 
calling  to  our  Mercer  who  ferved  us  all,  gave 
him  as  much  money  as  the  Silk  was  worth, 
and  all  the  engagement  he  defired  from  the 
Bona  Roba,  was  that  he  might  have  the  firft 
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taking  up  of  the  peticoat,  and  then  if  fhe  liked 
her  old  fvveet-heart  belt  fhe  might  afterwards  ufe 
her  pleafure,  either  in  admitting  him  or  t’other  to 
her  embraces,  or  either  of  them  as  fhe  pleafed,  to 
this  they  all  three  agreed,  and  the  Mercer  who 
took  about  four  pound  for  Silk  was  ordered  (by  a 
general  vote)  to  fpend  forty  fhillings  of  the  money 
for  that  prefent  reckoning,  and  all  the  reft  went 
fcotfree,andaftera  luftycup  of  wine,  fome  difhes  of 
meat,  and  fidlars,  they  for  that  time  broke  up  their 
meeting.  This  liberallity,  or  rather  prodigallity 
of  the  Scrivener  put  me  into  fome  confufion,  and 
very  defirous  I was  to  know  how  he  gained  fo 
much  money,  wherefore  I fpeedily  procured  the 
apparrel  to  be  made,  and  delivered  it  to  him  to  his 
content,  I fo  highly  pleafed  him  that  he  defired  me 
to  go  with  him  to  the  Ladies  lodging  who  was  to 
wear  it.  I accordingly  waited  on  him  thither,  and 
fhe  receiving  him  with  much  chearfulnefs  accepted 
it ; it  was  foon  put  on,  and  it  was  not  long  before 
they  retired  out  of  the  room  wherein  I was,  into 
an  other  ; where  I fuppofe  fhe  was  fo  curteous  as 
to  permit  him  not  only  to  take  up  the  peticoat, 
and  fomewhat  elfe  to  his  liking : but  to  difpofe 
of  her  at  his  pleafure,  for  they  flay’d  together  neer 
an  hour.  Neither  was  I left  alone  : but  had  the 
old  Matron  of  the  houfe,  and  a young  Bona  Roba 
to  accompany  me,  where  we  were  not  idle,  but 
made  the  bottles  of  Sack,  and  Stepony  fly  for  it: 
when  their  buflnefs  was  over  (and  ours  almoft 
done,  for  we  had  fo  ply’d  the  liquor  that  our  nod- 
dles were  fuller  of  wine  than  wit)  they  briskly 
entred  the  room  where  we  were,  and  without  any 
coynefs  fell  floutly  to  drinking  ; for  feeing  us  neer 
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thirty  one,  they  with  full  bowls  quickly  put  us 
out,  fo  that  I was  enforced  to  go  to  deep,  which 
I fuppofed  I did  for  about  three  hours,  and  then 
awaking  I found  my  Gallants  wanting  ; but  I be- 
lieve they  were  not  all  at  that  time  idle  ; for  upon 
inquiry,  and  fearch,  I found  them  in  an  other 
chamber  together,  where  I fuppofe  fhe  had  fully 
performed  the  agreement  for  her  cloaths  to  the 
content  of  the  Scrivener,  who  now  after  a frefh 
bottle  of  wine,  and  payment  of  the  reckoning 
which  was  no  fmall  one,  hearty  farewels  given, 
and  taken  of  his  Miftreis,  her  companion,  and  the 
Matron,  we  left  that  houfe,  and  taking  coach  or- 
dered the  Coach- man  to  drive  to  the  next  Tavern 
to  my  Mafter,  where  we  called  for  a room,  wine, 
and  a fire,  he  gave  me  an  Angel  for  my  dayes 
fervice,  and  fhifting  himfelf  put  on  his  ordinary, 
and  gave  me  his  beft  cloathes  to  lay  up  at  my 
M afters,  wifhing  me  to  acquaint  him  that  I had 
been  in  his  company,  and  that  would  be  fufficient 
for  my  excufe : I thanked  him  for  his  kindnefs, 
and  Civility,  and  told  him  that  his  bounty  had 
fo  tyed  me  to  him,  that  I fhould  at  all  times  be 
joyful  if  I might  ferve  him  : As  for  my  bounty, 
faid  he,  I fhall  for  the  future  be  more  free  to  you, 
and  for  mony  you  fhall  not  want  ; for  I am 
ahvayes  in  capacity  to  furnifh  my  friends,  having 
the  command  of  a great  deal  of  cafh,  which  I 
know  well  enough  how  to  order  to  my  own  ad- 
vantage, and  it  is  but  reafon  that  I fhould  dif- 
pofe  of  fome  as  well  as  my  Mafter ; for  it  is  in 
my  power  to  ft  rip  him  of  the  greateft  part  of  his 
eftate,  and  ruine  him  in  his  credit.  I being  in- 
quifitive  after  fecrets,  defired  him  to  tell  me  how 
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that  Trade  (which  I fuppofed,  only  confitted  in 
the  making  a few  fmall  writings)  could  be  fo  pro- 
fitable: To  this  he  anfwered,  that  indeed  it  was 
true,  they  made  not  many  writings,  but  dealt  in 
much  money,  and  his  Matter  had  an  extraordi- 
nary way ; for  (perfued  he)  if  my  Matter  wants 
two  or  three  thoufand  pound,  he  can  quickly 
command  it,  though  he  began  with  nothing,  and 
indeed  had  every  Bird  her  feather,  he  hath  no 
eftate  : But  he  hath  fuch  flights,  wayes,  and  con- 
federates, that  he  can  do  what  he  lifteth  : He 
hath  one  piece  of  Brafs  hath  yielded  him  two 
thoufand  pound  : that  is  much,  faid  I,  and  there 
mutt  be  more  in  your  Trade  than  I can  imagine, 
and  I would  be  very  glad  to  be  acquainted  with 
fome  of  your  Myfteries,  and  fince  you  have  pro- 
mifed  me  your  friendfhip,  whatever  you  fhall  re- 
late to  me,  fhall  be  furely  and  fafely  clofeted  up 
in  my  breaft,  and  fhall  never  by  me  be  offered  to 
your  prejudice,  and  it  may  be  fome  of  my  advice 
in  your  affairs  may  be  profitable  ; for  I have  had 
much  more  experience  in  the  world  than  you 
imagine.  This  difcourfe,  and  fome  other  argu- 
ments which  I ufed,  induced  him  to  give  me  a 
relation  of  many  paffages  of  his  life  : But  much 
of  the  Knaveries  of  that  myfterious  Trade,  which 
difcourfe  he  began  to  me  in  this  manner. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

The  Scrivener  recounts  the  Waggeries  he  committed 
the  firjl  three  years  of  his  Apprentice  [hip,  and 
his  M afters  firft  Cheats  by  counterfeiting  a 
Seal. 

"I  7T  7Hen  I firft  came  to  Prentice,  my  Mafter 
V V (by  reafon  of  the  Wars,  which  caufed  a 
general  deadnefs  in  Trading)  had  but  little  to  do: 
but  he  being  one  of  the  confiding  party,  did  there- 
by get  acquaintance  with  feveral  rich  men,  and  in 
fhort  time  by  reafon  of  the  pretended  fan<5tity,was 
entrufted  by  a Ufurer  to  put  out  five  hundred 
pound,  which  he  did  to  his  content  ; for  he  had 
a Leafe  of  a City  Companies  which  coft  feven 
hundred  pound  affigned  for  fecurity.  My  Mafter 
never  having  dealt  in  money  before,  and  now 
finding  the  fweetnefs  of  Procuration , and  making 
of  writings,  longed  to  be  at  it  again  : but  though 
he  had  moneys  offered  him  to  put  out,  yet  he 
could  not  meet  with  any  fecurity  to  content  ; for 
perfonal  fecurity  by  reafon  of  the  cafualty  of  the 
Wars,  was  generally  difliked,  and  Land  in  the 
Country  was  for  the  fame  reafon  refufed,  and  only 
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Leafes  in  London,  or  Lands  about  London,  was 
counted  fufficient  and  approved  of,  wherefore  this 
Companies  Leafe,  on  which  he  had  procured 
monies  did  run  much  in  his  head,  wifhing  for  fuch 
another  fecurity,  and  projecting  fomewhat,  which 
fince  he  had  put  in  execution,  as  I will  tell  you 
by  and  by : but  I will  firft  acquaint  you  how  I 
behaved  my  felf  for  the  firft  three  years  of  my 
time,  whereby  my  Mailer  took  fo  good  a liking 
to  me,  as  to  communicate  his  fecrets  to  me.  My 
Matter  was  alwayes  good  natur’d,  and  kind  to  me : 
but  on  the  contrary,  my  Miftris  was  crofs  and  fro- 
ward,  fo  that  I could  feldome  get  a good  word 
from  her,  and  fhe  would  ftill  employ  me  in  feveral 
pieces  of  drudgery,  as  to  carry  burthens  from 
London  to  our  Countrey  Houfe,  and  then  I muft 
bring  back  from  thence  fletten  or  skim’d  Milk, 
on  which  we  muft  feed  two  or  three  daies  in  the 
week,  when  my  Matter  would  allow  good  roaft 
Beef,  which  fhe  would  fend  for  away  : but  I was 
ftill  even  with  her  for  her  niggardlinefs,  and  when 
I came  to  the  Country  Houfe,  I would  ufually 
get  my  fhare  of  the  Cream  ; and  being  a lover  of 
the  Pies  and  Puddings,  fteal  fome  from  her.  One 
time  I being  in  the  Larder,  had  a great  mind  to 
a bak’d-pudding  that  was  there,  but  at  firft  durft 
not  meddle  with  it,  becaufe  it  was  with  other  good 
cheer  to  be  ferved  up  at  the  Table  to  Dinner, 
where  were  fome  guefts  : but  for  all  that,  the 
lovlinefs  of  the  Pudding  made  me  to  take  my 
knife,  and  turning  it  upfide  down,  cut  out  one 
half  of  it,  and  fo  turning  it  down  again,  left  it  to 
be  ferved  hollow  to  the  Table  : but  I departing 
for  London  e’re  Dinner  was  ferved,  I know  not 
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how  the  Maides  came  off.  At  other  times  when 
I came  to  the  Countrey  Houfe,  if  the  fruit  of  the 
Orchard  were  ripe,  then  the  gate  was  lock’d,  and 
I was  not  admitted  therein,  but  I would  have  my 
fhare  by  day  or  night ; for  I once  invited  fomeof 
my  Confederates  to  Church  thither  on  a Sunday, 
and  in  the  Sermon  time  went  with  them  and  rob’d 
our  own  Orchard,  which  no  body  elfe  durft  at- 
tempt becaufe  of  our  Maftiff ; nay,  I went  once 
from  London  at  midnight,  and  having  fomeof  my 
Copefmates  with  me  I entred  the  Orchard,  and 
fetcht  out  the  fruit  which  I would  be  fure  fhould 
be  of  the  beft,  and  choiceft  of  all  the  ground,  and 
gave  it  to  my  Companions,  and  fo  we  returned 
loaden  to  London  ; and  thus  did  I vex  her  for  her 
niggardlinefs,  and  although  my  Matter  did  well 
enough  fufpe6t  me,  yet  he  would  only  laugh  at 
my  Miftrifs  when  fhe  was  moft  paffionately  angry, 
and  fay,  fhe  was  but  rightly  ferved.  But  at  length 
my  Matter  had  a Son,  who  when  I firft  came  to 
Prentice  was  at  Boarding-School : but  in  time 
growing  up,  his  Mother  had  a great  defire  to  have 
him  live  at  home  and  be  a Clerk  : for  my  Matters 
employment  encreafing,  I gained  moneys,  and 
bought  me  tome  fine  Cloathes,  and  wore  a Watch 
in  my  pocket : at  all  which  the  was  envious,  and 
defirous  that  her  Son  might  enjoy  what  I did,  and 
therefore  bound  he  was  to  his  Father,  and  though 
this  happened  three  years  after  I came,  yet  fuch 
was  the  injuttice  that  I had  done  me,  that  he  was 
not  only  placed  before  me  in  a feat,  but  I was 
commanded  to  make  clean  his  fliooes,  and  attend 
him,  as  if  he  had  not  been  a Servant.  This  though 
I was  forced  to  comply  with,  yet  I was  refolved 
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to  be  revenged  of,  and  therefore  fet  my  wits  to 
work  ; I did  clean  his  fhoos,  but  in  the  edges  in- 
ftead  of  greazing  them,  I anointed  them  with 
Aqua  fortis,  and  he  putting  them  on,  and  going 
to  the  further  end  of  London , the  foies  of  the 
fhoos  fell  from  the  Upper-leathers,  they  being  fo 
eaten  by  the  Aqua  fortis,  and  he  fate  at  theCob- 
lers  flail  whilft  they  were  randed  together  again. 
Hewasoffo  covetous  a difpofition  (like his  Mother) 
that  though  he  had  moneys  in  his  pocket,  yet  he 
would  feldom  fpend  any  at  the  Ale-houfe,  and 
therefore  fate  at  the  Coblers  flail  two  hours,  whilft 
his  fhoos  were  made  fit  for  him  to  walk  with,  and 
then  he  came  home  and  was  foundly  chidden  by 
his  Father,  my  Matter,  for  his  fo  long  flay, which 
pleafed  me  very  well  that  he  fhould  be  blamed 
for  that  fault  whereof  he  had  been  fo  often 
guilty.  He  being  of  a fneaking  peering  humor,  I 
could  not  be  quiet  for  complaints  he  made  of  me, 
and  by  his  applying  himfelf  clofe  to  his  bufinefs, 
he  would  difpatch  as  much  writing  as  I did  : 
though  I could  when  I lifted,  do  twice  as  much 
in  the  time,  and  when  he  had  done,  he  would  be 
making  and  mending  his  Pens  ready  againft  bufi- 
nefs came  in,  but  I would  fpoil  all  his  Pens  by 
cutting  one  neb  of  them  away  fomewhat  fhorter 
than  the  other,  fo  that  when  he  came  to  write,  he 
had  his  Pens  to  mend  or  new  make,  and  fo  curious 
he  was,  that  his  Ink  mufl  be  in  a particular  Stan- 
difh  by  its  felf,  whereto  I would  often  put  Oyl, 
fo  that  it  would  not  write  ; and  then  for  his  Parch- 
ment, he  would  choofe  the  belt  skins,  and  give 
me  the  worft  being  greafie  : but  I would  in  his 
abfcnce  greaze  his  Parchment  by  rubbing  it  with 
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a Candles  end.  Many  other  inventions  I had  to 
hinder  and  crofs  him,  I found  two  pair  of  his 
Gloves  one  time,  and  beftowed  fome  Cow-lich  in 
all  the  feams  on  the  infide  of  them,  fo  that  he 
putting  them  on,  his  hands  quickly  fell  to  itching, 
and  he  to  fcratching,  till  they  were  all  bloudy, 
and  fo  hot,  that  he  was  forced  to  put  them  in  a 
pail  of  water,  and  then  he  cut  his  Gloves  in  pieces, 
that  he  might  fee  what  was  in  the  infide,  which 
was  no  fmall  pleafure  to  me.  He  being  a trouble 
and  vexation  to  my  fellow-fervants  as  well  as  to 
me,  they  affifted  me  in  my  waggeries  and  contri- 
vances againft  him.  In  his  Mothers  abfence  at 
the  Countrey  Houfe,  he  kept  the  key  of  the  Cup- 
board and  Buttery,  to  hinder  us  from  the  better 
fort  of  Victuals,  but  I foon  got  another  key,  and 
had  my  full  fhare  of  every  thing,  and  when  miffed 
any  thing,  perfwaded  him,  the  Rats  and  Mice 
bereft  him  of  it.  When  my  Miftrifs  came  to  Town 
fhe  would  have  her  Lodging  in  the  Chamber  over 
the  Kitching,  becaufe  fhe  would  hear  if  we  fit  up 
after  her  : it  was  a good  while  er’e  I could  think 
of  a way  to  caufe  her  to  remove  her  Lodging, 
but  underflanding  that  fhe  could  not  endure  Rats 
and  Mice,  I got  a great  dead  Rat,  and  in  the  day- 
time put  it  into  her  bed  between  the  fheets,  fo 
that  die  opening  her  bed  to  go  into  it,  and  feeing 
the  Rat,  was  fo  extreamly  affrighted,  that  fhe 
immediately  left  her  Lodging,  and  went 
into  another  Chamber : but  fhe  doubting 
that  we  would  fit  up  a nights  after  fhe  was 
gone  to  bed,  as  indeed  we  often  did,  in  Com- 
pany of  her  Daughter,  who  was  fomewhat 
better  condition’d  than  her  Brother, and  had  many 
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Junkets  and  Collations;  fhe  called  her  Son  to 
watch,  and  he  being  willing  to  catch  us,  would 
come  down  part  of  the  ftairs  foftly  in  his  fhirt  to 
liften  : but  we  difcerning  his  pradlice,  ftrewed  the 
ftairs  with  peafe,  and  nointed  the  edges  with  foap, 
fo  that  one  night  down  he  fell  backwards,  and  al- 
moft  brake  his  Rib  with  the  fall,  and  gave  us 
timely  notice  to  fhift  away  for  'our  felves : his 
Mother  hearing  the  noife,  comming  down  her  felf 
to  help  him,  was  ferved  in  the  fame  kind,  I hear- 
ing of  this,  and  all  being  dark,  ran  in  my  fhirt 
and  Breeches  as  if  newly  awaked,  and  inftead  of 
helping  them,  went  to  the  ftairs  and  wip’d  and 
rub’d  them,  and  conveyed  away  moft  of  the  peafe, 
fo  that  my  Mafter  by  this  time  being  likewife 
up,  and  having  a candle,  did  not  diftruft  how 
they  had  been  ferved,  but  helping  them  up,  and 
I aflifting  my  young  Mafter  to  go  to  his  bed,  the 
next  day  he  concluded  the  Houfe  was  haunted 
by  Spirits : By  this  means  we  were  rid  of  his 
watchings  ; for  after  he  was  once  in  his  Cham- 
ber of  a night,  he  feldom  came  out  again  to  watch 
us.  But  he  would  commonly  ftay  in  the  Kitchin 
till  he  faw  us  all  going  to  bed,  neither  would  he 
permit  me  to  come  to  the  fire,  upon  which  ac- 
count we  had  a buffel,  and  I gave  my  Gentleman 
fuch  a fall,  that  caufed  him  to  remember  a good 
while  after : but  his  Mother  remembred  me  the 
next  morning,  for  he  having  acquainted  her  with 
the  matter,  fhe  took  upon  her  to  revenge  it,  which 
fhe  did  in  this  manner.  I according  to  cuffcom 
coming  to  the  Ciftern  for  water,  to  water  the  fliop 
before  I fwept  it,  having  one  finger  of  one  hand 
in  the  hole  at  the  bottom  of  the  bottle,  and  my 


174 


The  Englifh  Rogue : Or, 


t’other  hand  being  employed  in  holding  the 
bottle,  and  being  {looping  at  the  Cock  of  the 
Ciftern  my  Miftrefs  came  near  me,  and  there 
(landing  by  me  in  a Tub  a parcel  of  durty  clouts 
wherewith  the  maids  had  newly  wafhed  down 
the  flairs,  fhe  takes  them  up  and  flaps  them  about 
my  face,  fo  that  I looked  as  durty  as  a Chimney- 
fweeper  ; and  not  contented  therewith,  fhe  jouled 
my  head  againft  the  Ciftern  : I thereupon  {land- 
ing upright,  and  feling  my  felf  wet,  faced  her,  who 
now  opening  her  mouth,  made  a great  noife  with 
her  paflionate  exclamations  againft  me  for  abuflng 
her  Son  ; I let  her  goe  on  in  her  difeourfe,  and 
apprehending  a way  to  be  even  with  her,  coming 
very  near  her,  let  my  finger  go  from  the  bottom 
of  the  bottle,  and  holding  it  over  her,  it  ran  all 
upon  her,  fo  that  {he  then  having  a great  belly  foon 
felt  her  felf  to  wet  through,  and  then  fhe  would 
have  been  at  me  again,  but  I {hewed  her  a fair 
pair  of  heels,  and  ran  away.  Thus  was  I Hill 
even  with  them  both,  and  my  Mailer  would 
feldom  do  any  thing  but  laugh  at  what  I did, 
taking  much  notice  of  my  unhappy  wit  ; for  let 
her  and  her  Son  do  all  they  could,  I would  be 
fure  to  have  my  fhare  of  the  beft  fort  of  the  Vic- 
tuals ; and  fhe  was  of  that  dirty  humor,  that  at  a 
Chriftmas  when  {he  made  a Feaft,  and  a great 
deal  of  good  chear  was  dreft  for  her  guefts,  fhe 
would  then  afford  us  nothing  but  a difti  of  ftew’d 
Turneps,  Milk,  Pottage,  or  at  the  beft,  a leg  of 
Beef ; and  though  much  Victuals  were  left  in 
Platters,  and  on  Trenchers,  that  fhe  bellowed  on 
the  Water-bearer  or  Chair-woman,  that  they 
might  report  what  a brave  Houfe  flue  kept,  and  not 
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a bit  was  given  to  us  his  Servants,  unlefs  fhe  had 
kept  it  fo  long  till  it  was  mouldy  or  worfe.  Once 
I remember  file  promifed  us  fome  Plumb-Pottage, 
and  at  the  time  fhe  made  two  pots  full,  I asking 
the  maid  wherefore  fo  much  was  made  ? fhe  in- 
formed me,  that  one  pot-full  was  much  better 
than  the  other ; I being  told  which  was  the  belt 
when  my  Mafter  and  Miftrefs  were  at  Dinner,  got 
a good  Bafon  full  of  the  belt,  and  fet  it  by  for  my 
felf,  and  then  mixed  the  reft  fo,  fo  that  we  had 
all  alike.  But  to  layafide  all  thefe  fooleries,  and 
now  to  the  purpofe,  my  Mafter  perceiving  me  of 
a pretty  fmart  wit,  and  fit  for  his  purpofe,  he  em- 
ployed me  in  getting  of  a Seal  made,  the  which 
I did,  and  it  was  like  unto  the  Companies,  which 
I told  you  was  to  the  writing,  upon  which  we 
lent  500/.  He  did  not  tell  me  the  ufe  of  it  at 
prefent,  but  I foon  found  it  out ; for  not  long 
after  a Deed  was  made,  and  the  Seal  being  put 
to  it,  my  Mafter  caufed  one  who  was  his  Confe- 
derate to  bring  it  to  our  fliop  at  fuch  a time  as 
he  had  a Ufurer  in  his  company  who  wanted  fe- 
curity  for  moneys.  In  comes  our  Gentleman,  and 
calling  my  Mafter  afide,  asked  him  if  he  could 
procure  500/.  upon  fuch  a Companies  Leafe?  Yes 
reply’d  my  Mafter  if  it  be  a good  one ; where- 
upon the  Leafe  was  produced,  and  the  Ufurer 
being  there  prefent  look’d  on  it,  and  liked  it  fo 
well,  that  he  agreed  to  lend  400/.  upon  it : This 
at  firft  would  not  pleafe  the  Gentleman,  becaufe 
he  pretended  he  was  to  pay  500/.  but  the  value  of 
the  Leafe  being  counted  and  reckoned  at  no  more 
than  600/.  he  was  contented  at  my  Matters  per- 
fwafions  to  accept  of  400/.  upon  that  fecurity, 
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and  my  Mafter  promifed  him  to  furnifh  him 
with  a r 00 /.  more  on  his  Bond  of  another  perfon, 
a friend  of  his.  Thus  this  bufinefs  was  made  up, 
and  alignment  or  mortgage  being  made  of  this 
Leafe,  the  money  was  paid,  and  my  Mafter  as  I 
foon  underftood,had  350/  thereof,  and  the  Gentle- 
man 50/.  and  I was  likewife  rewarded  with  twenty 
fhillings,  which  the  Gentleman  gave  me.  Thus 
faid  the  Scrivener,  was  my  Mafter  firft  beginnings 
in  Cheating,  which  indeed  was  but  fmall  to 
thefe  many  great  ones,  which  he  foon  after  a£ted ; 
of  which  you  (hall  have  an  account  in  the  next 
Chapter. 
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CHAP.  XX. 

He  difcourfes  of  feveral  of  his  Maflers  Cheats, 
whereby  he  gets  his  Eftate. 

With  this  Stock  of  350/.  my  Mafter  fet  up 
all  his  Knaveries , and  being  unwilling  to 
venture  it  all  in  one  bottom,  he  lent  a 100/.  of  it 
in  fmall  fums  to  Houfe-keepers,  which  they  paid 
again  by  the  week,  and  gave  him  at  leaft  40  /.  per 
Cent,  for  the  ufe  of  it ; for  if  he  lent  five  pound, 
they  paid  it  by  five  {hillings  per  week,  and  had 
but  four  pound  ten  lhillings  for  their  money,  and 
my  Mafter  making  the  Bond  in  another  mans 
name,  he  had  commonly  five  (hillings,  and  fojne- 
times  ten  (hillings  for  Procuration,  and  fometimes 
I had  a (hilling  or  two  : thus  did  he  difpofe  of 
fome.  Others  he  lent  upon  Bommeree,  which  was 
thus  : If  he  lent  ten  pound,  he  was  to  have  fifteen 
pound  for  it  on  fuch  a day,  or  the  return  of  fuch 
a (hip,  which  fhould  firft  happen  ; and  though 
there  was  no  fuch  (hip  in  the  world  came  home, 
yet  the  time  would  come,  and  then  it  muft  be 
paid  ; and  this  being  counted  an  adventure,  he 
could  take  what  intereft  he  pleafed,  as  it  is 
cuftomary  with  Merchants  to  venture  upon 
Bottomrie ; that  is,  on  the  bottom  or  keel  of 
the  (hip  and  then  for  fecurity  of  payment  of 
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the  money,  though  the  (hip  fhould  mifcarry,  they 
are  wont  to  infure  it  at  the  Infurance-Office;  but 
my  Matter  needed  no  fuch  charge  or  trouble  for 
infuring  any  fhip,  for  he  was  fure  the  day  would 
come,  though  the  fhip  never  did  ; and  thus  did 
he  make  forty  or  fifty  pound  in  the  hundred  : but 
he  being  once  bit  and  fued  in  equity,  afterwards 
took  a more  ftridt  courfe,  for  he  feldom  lent  any 
money  thus,  but  he  would  include  in  the  Condi- 
tion of  the  Bond  a warrant  toconfefs  a Judgement, 
upon  default  of  payment : and  to  be  fure  when  the 
time  came,  and  the  money  not  paid,  he  filed  his 
Bond,  which  was  warrant  to  confefs  Judgement, 
and  thereby  obtained  a Scieri  facias,  to  take  exe- 
cution on  the  body  or  goods  of  the  debtor,  who 
little  dreamt  thereof,  and  then  he  feized  all  the 
penalty,  to  the  undoing  of  fome  ; and  he  feldome 
lent  unto  any,  but  he  had  two  or  three  bound  for 
fecurity,  and  that  he  might  not  be  blamed  nor 
fued,  he  made  his  Bonds  and  Judgements  in  the 
name  of  one  who  was  his  Confederate,  and  was 
was  a Prifoner  in  the  Kings-Bench,  fo  that  when 
the  penalty  was  recovered,  it  was  to  no  purpofe 
to  fue  him.  And  by  degrees  being  now  in  Credit, 
and  having  moneys  of  other  perfons  to  difpofe  of, 
he  would  feldome  lend  any  but  upon  morgages, 
becaufe  under  the  pretence  of  being  paid  for 
writings  (which  he  would  be  fure  to  make  large 
enough)  he  would  fometimes  take  five  pound  for 
procuring  a hundred,  and  fay,  though  indeed  fix 
per  Cent  was  as  much  as  his  friend  the  Ufurer 
would  take,  yet  he  was  forced  every  fix  moneths 
to  prefent  him  withfomewhat  that  fhould  be  equal 
to  eight  pound  per  Cent,  and  withal,  that  he  was 
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at  charge  not  only  to  imploy  one  at  firft  to  en- 
quire of  the  Security,  but  he  was  at  the  charge  of 
a Coach  to  go  to  fee  the  eftate,  and  then  he  will 
reckon  fo  much  for  his  pains,  fo  much  for  lofs  of 
time,  fo  much  for  writings,  and  fo  much  for  ex- 
pences,  and  fo  much  for  expedition,  and  all  this 
mull  be  dedu6ted  out  of  the  money  : when  the 
fix  moneths  came  that  the  money  was  due,  then 
he  muft  have  the  intereft,  and  fo  much  for  Con- 
tinuation; and  this  was  a courtefie  if  he  let  them 
go  fo  : but  if  the  borrower  came  not,  and  readily 
at  the  time  brought  the  intereft  and  Continuation- 
money,  he  had  feveral  wayes  to  bring  them  in, 
for  fuddenly  a Declaration  of  Ejeftment  was 
drawn  up  and  delivered  to  the  Tenant  or  Tenants 
in  poffeffion  of  the  premifes,  who  being  frighted 
at  the  matter,  prefently  goes  to  the  Landlord,  who 
fenfible  of  the  matter,  hies  him  to  us.  If  this  will 
not  do,  then  an  Officer  is  feed  to  enter  an  A£tion 
and  Arreft  the  Borrower,  who  then  is  forced  to 
come  and  comply  upon  extraordinary  difadvanta- 
geous  terms  ; for  after  much  entreaty,  my  Mat- 
ter may  be  perfwaded  to  continue  it,  the  intereft- 
money  being  paid,  as  alfo  Continuation- money, 
charge  of  Declarations  of  Eje6tment  (for  which 
we  will  rekon  five  or  ten  fhillings  paid  to  an  At- 
torney, though  it  were  done  by  my  Matter,  or  me 
by  his  command)  it  may  be  twenty  fhillings,  or 
forty  fhillings,  for  the  Arreft,  though  it  may  be 
not  above  half  a Crown  was  paid  for  it ; and  then 
there  muft  be  at  leaft  twenty  fhillings,  or  forty 
fhillings,  to  my  Mafter  for  his  pains,  and  if  the 
borrower  be  not  willing  to  pay  all  this  charge, 
then  will  my  Matter  fee  an  Attorney  in  earneft 
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and  proceed  upon  the  Declaration  of  Ejectment, 
and  in  fhort  time  get  the  poffeffion  of  the  eftate: 
and  thus  put  the  poor  borrower  to  ten  pound 
charge,  and  if  he  refufe  to  pay  this,  he  fhall  fair 
worfe  ; for  although  in  equity  the  lender  of  the 
money  can  hold  the  premifes  no  longer  in  his 
hands  than  till  he  is  paid  his  Debt,  Intereft,  and 
charges  out  of  the  rent,  yet  my  Matter  will  fo  order 
the  matter,  that  the  borrower  fhall  never  have  the 
eftateagain ; for  (pretending  that  the  lender  want- 
ed his  money,  and  was  forced  to  fell  the  eftate  to 
raife  it)  he  will  pafs  it  away  to  another,  a Confe- 
derate, for  the  bare  money,  intereft,  and  charges 
that  is  due  on  it,  or  it  may  be,  five  or  ten  pound 
more ; and  this  is  all  the  poor  borrower  can  get 
in  equity,  which  will  coft  him  more,  the  recover- 
ing than  it  is  worth.  Thus  have  we  often  had  an 
eftate  worth  two  hundred  pound,  for  only  fifty 
pound  and  intereft,  and  the  poor  borrower  is 
forced  to  be  quiet,  not  having  any  remedy. 
When  an  eftate  is  mortgaged  to  us,  we  feldom 
let  it  go  out  of  our  hands  ; for  if  the  money 
lent  be  not  brought  and  paid  juft  on  the  day, 
then  we  put  the  borrower  off  till  the  next  fix 
moneths,  refuting  to  deliver  up  the  writings, 
and  then  it  becomes  forfeited,  fo  that  we  force 
them  to  fell  it  to  us,  or  give  extraordinary  fees,  to 
caufe  us  to  releafe  our  intereft ; efpecially  if  we 
difeover  it  to  be  fold  to  another,  we  refufe  to 
fhew  the  writings,  and  fo  weary  out  the  borrower 
with  delays  and  pretences,  &c.  But  this  was  but 
fmall  game,  to  what  we  after  played,  as  I fhall 
prefently  tell  you,  for  the  350/.  being  all  put 
out  in  parcels,  and  though  they  often  returned 
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with  profit  enough,  yet  it  was  very  hard  to  get 
400/.  together  to  pay  the  money  that  was  bor- 
rowed, for  now  it  had  been  lent  a year,  and  the 
Ufurer,  though  he  hath  never  fo  good  fecurity, 
yet  he  loves  to  fee  his  money  fometimes,  efpe- 
cially  when  he  deals  with  a ftranger,  as  the  man 
was  that  borrowed  it ; and  though  my  Mafter 
might  have  cheated  him  of  his  money,  yet  he  was 
unwilling  fo  to  give  over,  but  proceed  in  his  Trade 
which  had  gained  him  fo  much:  wherefore  my 
Mafter  upon  fearch  and  inquiry,  found  that  the 
fame  Company  (whofe  Seal  he  had  Counterfeited) 
had  a parcel  of  Land  in  the  Countrey,  not  far 
from  London , which  they  had  let  to  a wealthy  Ci- 
tizen, who  had  given  over  Trading  for  fome  years, 
and  now  lived  in  the  Country : My  Mafter  get- 
ting the  particulars  of  this  Land  foon  makes  a 
Leafe,  and  with  the  help  of  his  Counterfeit  Seal, 
makes  it  authentick,  fo  that  without  much  trou- 
ble he  procures  a thoufand  pound  to  be  lent 
upon  it  by  another  Ufurer  who  lived  private,  and 
the  bufinefs  was  fo  ordered,  that  the  Ufurer  was 
well  enough  contented  without  feeing  the  Land: 
my  Mafter  gave  his  old  Confederate  forty  pound 
to  perfonate  the  borrower,  and  then  he  paid  in 
the  four  hundred  pound  that  was  formerly  bor- 
rowed, fo  that  only  he  thereby  engaged  that 
Ufurer  to  him,  who  now  had  fo  good  an  opinion 
of  my  Mafter,  that  he  foon  made  it  up  fifteen 
hundred  pound,  and  defired  him  to  procure  him 
either  good  fecurity,  or  a purchafe  for  it:  all 
which  was  done  in  a fair  way,  to  the  Ufurers  con- 
tent, and  my  Matters  profit;  and  thus  did  our 
Trade  increafe,  my  Mafter  getting  much  money, 
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and  many  a Crown,  and  half  piece  came  into  my 
pocket ; for  he  knowing  that  I was  privy  to  the 
firft  Cheat,  did  humor  me  very  much,  and  took 
his  Son  off  from  abufing  me,  and  caufed  every 
body  that  borrowed  money  to  give  me  fome  gra- 
tuity for  expedition,  fo  that  I had  money  enough, 
and  the  keeping  of  all  my  Matters  Cath  is  com- 
mitted to  my  charge:  My  Matter  had  one  rare 
contrivance  lately,  which  I will  tell  you  of  whilft 
it  is  in  my  minde;  and  thus  it  was,  he  had  a 
Kinfwoman  who  had  long  lived  with  him,  and 
fome  moneys  he  had  of  hers  in  his  hands,  which 
was  a Legacy  formerly  given  her  by  another. 
This  Maid  being  Courted  by  a Shop-keeper  in 
way  of  Marriage,  the  match  went  forwards,  and 
was  agreed  upon  on  thefe  terms ; the  Shop-keep- 
ers Father  was  to  give  him  a hundred  pound  in 
money  to  put  him  into  Stock,  and  my  Matter 
was  to  give  his  Kinfwoman  fifty  pound,  this  being 
agreed  on,  my  Matter  takes  the  young  man  afide, 
and  thus  difcourfes  him:  Young  man,  here  have 
I agreed  to  give  fifty  pound  with  my  Kinfwoman, 
which  gains  you  a hundred  pound  of  your  Father, 
now  I having  not  ready  money  by  me,  mu  ft  borrow 
tins  fifty  pound,  for  which  you  mufl  be  bound  zvith 
me,  and  when  it  becomes  due  I will  pay  it;  This 
I fay  you  mufl  do  without  acquainting  your  Father, 
and  fo  the  bufinefs  fhall  be  done,  and  I pray  be  a 
good  Husband,  &c.  The  young  man  foon  con- 
tented, the  marriage  was  confummated,  and  all 
things  went  well  for  a while,  but  within  twelve 
months  the  young  couple  having  run  out  all, 
my  Matters  Kinfwoman  came  again  to  her 
Uncle  to  acquaint  him  with  their  condition,  and 
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defire  his  advice  and  affiftance;  my  Matter  was 
much  troubled  at  this  chance,  for  he  expected 
the  contrary,  and  intended  to  get  back  the  fifty 
pound  for  which  end  he  had  the  young  man 
bound,  that  he  might  be  forced  to  pay  the  money,, 
when  in  a condition;  but  feeing  it  was  otherwife, 
he  confidered  the  matter,  and  wifh’d  her  to  fend 
her  Husband  to  him,  and  be  patient,  and  make 
no  words,  and  all  fhould  be  well:  her  Husband 
according  to  order  came,  and  after  feveral  checks 
paft  for  his  ill  husbandry,  he  asked  him  if  his 
Father  knew  any  thing  of  his  Condition?  no,  faid 
the  young  man,  I have  kept  it  from  his  know- 
ledge, and  he  thinks  I thrive  in  the  world,  and  is 
glad  of  it;  well  then,  faid  my  Matter,  you  know 
I gave  you  fifty  pound,  for  which  you  were  bound, 
and  indeed  it  is  ftill  unpaid:  now  if  you  will  be 
contented  to  pay  that  fifty  pound  in,  I will  raife 
you  two  hundred  pound,  fo  that  you  fhall  have 
fifty  pound  more  in  ready  money,  and  then  fee 
how  good  a Husband  you  will  be.  To  this  the 
young  man  gladly  confented,  and  my  Matter  foon 
after  took  occafion  to  meet  and  drink  with  his 
Father,  and  after  fome  other  difcourfe,  they 
joyntly  talked  of  the  young  mans  thriving  in  the 
world,  and  were  both  glad  of  the  match,  and 
good  husbandry:  but  faid  my  Matter,  now  I think 
on  it,  there  is  now  an  opportunity  of  doing  him 
much  good  if  he  had  more  money,  and  therefore 
you  would  do  well  to  furnifh  them;  I fhall  not  be 
backward,  replies  the  Father,  upon  a good  ac- 
count, therefore  I pray  tell  me  the  bufinefs:  My 
Matter  thereupon  told  him,  that  with  two  hun- 
dred pound  more  he  might  be  bravely  fettled  and 
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furnifhed,  for  the  Leafe  of  his  Houfe  is  to  be  fold, 
and  I can  get  it  for  a hundred  pound,  and  that  is 
a rich  penny-worth,  and  the  other  hundred  pound, 
I would  have  him  to  lay  out  in  furnifhing  his 
ihop  more  plentifully,  than  now  it  is.  Truly  re- 
ply’d  the  old  man,  this  would  do  well:  but  I have 
no  money  at  prefent,  neither  if  I had,  fhould  I be 
willing  to  part  from  any  more  than  a hundred 
pound  at  a time;  Well  for  that,  faid  my  Matter, 
if  you  pleafe,  I will  manage  the  matter:  Thus 
will  I procure  two  hundred  pound  for  the  young 
man;  nay,  and  I have  fo  great  a love  for  him, 
that  I will  be  bound  with  him  and  you  for  it,  and 
when  it  fhall  be  due,  you  fhall  only  pay  a hun- 
dred pound  of  the  money,  and  your  Son  the 
t’other:  to  this  the  old  man  after  fome  paufe, 
and  a little  confederation  contented,  the  bufinefs 
was  done,  and  the  money  paid.  My  Mafter  in- 
deed being  acquainted  with  the  Landlord  of  the 
young  man’s  Houfe,  gained  a Leafe  of  it  for 
eighty  pound,  ana  made  the  young  man  allow  a 
100/.  and  deducting  the  fifty  pound  he  had  for- 
merly given  him,  he  gave  him  the  t’other  fifty 
pound.  Thus  had  my  Mafter  his  fifty  pound 
again,  and  twenty  pound  for  his  pains  in  the 
bufinefs.  When  the  money  became  due,  my 
Matters  Confederate,  the  Ufurer,  in  whofe  name 
the  Bond  was  made,  demanded  the  money  of 
the  young  man,  where  there  was  none  to  be 
had ; and  the  old  man  was  willing  to  pay  only 
a hundred  pound  of  it  according  to  Contract, 
where  fhall  I have  the  reft,  faid  the  Ufurer? 
why  truly  faid  the  old  man,  if  my  Son  cannot  pay 
you,  then  let  his  wives  Uncle,  meaning  my  Ma- 
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fter:  But  courfe  was  foon  taken  otherwife,  and 
my  Matter  being  firft,  and  principle  in  the  Bond, 
made  no  more  ado,  but  confeffed  Judgement,  and 
thereupon  Execution  was  taken  out  againft  them 
all,  but  ferved  only  upon  the  old  man,  who  was 
forced  to  pay  all  the  money.  Thus  my  Matter,, 
by  being  principle  in  the  Bond  taved  himfelf,  re- 
gained the  fifty  pound  he  had  formerly  lent,  and 
gained  twenty  pound,  befides  making  of  Wri- 
tings ; and  this,  faid  he,  will  ferve  to  help  my 
Kinfwoman  when  I fee  occafion.  I having  heard 
him  with  good  attention,  and  confidering  with 
my  felf  my  own  petty  Rogueries,  and  how  incon- 
fiderable  they  were  in  comparifon  of  what  he  had 
related  to  me,  could  not  but  burft  out  into  ad- 
miration, and  told  him,  that  I faw  the  world 
was  an  abfolute  Cheat:  and  now  I find  that  fay- 
ing to  be  verified  which  I had  often  heard,  That 
the  World  confifted  but  of  two  forts,  Knaves  and 
Fools , and  that  the  one  lived  by  out-witting  and 
Cheating  the  other;  and  if  there  were  any  honeft 
men,  they  were  fuch  as  onely  lived  a contempla- 
tive life,  and  dealt  not  in  this  world;  their  whole 
thoughts  being  taken  up  in  the  Contemplation  of 
another;  Truly,  reply’d  the  Scrivener,  if  you  had 
known  fo  much  as  I of  all  forts  of  people  (for  we 
deal  with  people  of  all  Qualities  and  Profeffions) 
you  would  conclude  fo  indeed : and  as  the  poor 
mans  ability  will  not  carry  him  high  enough  to 
Cheat  fo  much  at  firft,  fo  he  attempting  it,  and 
being  difcovered,  is  quite  loft : but  if  a rich  man, 
or  any  who  had  fuccefs  in  Knavery  fets  upon  it 
to  get  an  Eftate,  it  is  foon  compaffed,  and  the  folly 
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and  eafinefs  of  many  honeft  borrowers  enriches 
the  Knavifh  lender.  Thus  we  both  concluded,  as 
fufficiently  evidenced  by  the  Examples  he  had 
given  me:  and  therefore  I defired  him  to  pro- 
ceed, which  he  did  in  this  manner. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 

He  proceeds  in  difcovering  feveral  confiderable 
Cheats  of  his  M afters,  whereby  he  grows  very 
rich  : alfo  fonie  Cheats  of  his  own , and  fo  con- 
cludes. 

MY  Matter  (continued  the  Scrivener)  being 
now  poffeffed  of  a thoufand  pound  in  ready- 
money,  there  fell  out  an  opportunity  of  good  ad- 
vantage ; (and  I have  obferved  it,  that  there  is  no 
lofs,  but  profit  enough  to  be  gained  in  keeping 
five  hundred  pound  alwayes  in  a readinefs  in 
Cafh,  efpecially  in  our  Trade,  where  fo  many 
offers  for  fale  of  Land  and  Houfes  are  daily  made.). 
The  Landlord  of  my  Matters  Houfe  was  lately 
dead,  and  his  Son  and  Heir  being  a wild  blade, 
foon  fpent  all  the  ready  money  his  Father  left, 
and  all  the  Debts  he  could  well  get  in ; and  now 
to  felling  of  fome  of  his  Houfes  he  mutt  go,  and 
my  Matter  being  known  to  be  a moneyed  man, 
and  a Scrivener,  was  thought  the  beft  Cuftomer: 
He  therefore  propounds  borrowing  of  five  hun- 
dred pound,  but  my  Matter  being  now  poffeffed 
of  a round  fum,  and  hoping  to  have  a good  penny- 
worth, was  very  willing  to  buy.  The  young  man 
and  fome  friends  were  unwilling,  and  could  not 
agree  upon  terms,  and  my  Matter  at  laft  confents 
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to  lend  the  money,  provided  he  may  have  a mort- 
gage of  all  that  eftate  in  that  place,  which 
amounted  to  two  hundred  pound  per  annum , 
was  worth  three  thoufand  pound,  and  faid  he,  you 
fhall  not  need  to  make  me  an  abfolute  affignment 
or  fale  of  it  all,  only  a Leafe  at  a Pepper  Corn  a 
year  for  one  and  twenty  years:  But  to  confirm 
it,  and  for  a Collateral  fecurity,  you  muft  give  me 
a Statute  Staple,  to  which  our  young  man  and 
his  friends  confented.  The  Leafe  was  made,  and 
a Statute  for  a thoufand  pound  entred  into,  and 
the  money  paid  and  lent  for  fix  moneths  only. 
The  noife  of  this,  and  my  Matters  other  Trading, 
brought  him  into  great  efteem  both  with  lenders 
and  borrowers,  fo  that  his  Name  being  up,  he  may 
lie  a bed  till  noon,  and  yet  get  money  enough. 
A purchafe  of  Land  in  the  Country  was  offered, 
and  my  Matter  bought  it  for  a thoufand  five  hun- 
dred pound,  of  which  he  borrowed  upon  a Leafe 
of  part  of  it.  The  fix  moneths  quickly  came 
about  wherein  his  young  Landlord  was  to  pay 
the  five  hundred  pound:  but  (according  to  my 
Matters  expectation)  he  failed,  and  then  it  was 
to  be  fold,  my  Matter  agreed  to  give  two  thou- 
fand five  hundred  pound  for  it,  and  fo  they 
ftruck  up  a bargain,  five  hundred  he  had  re- 
ceived before,  a thoufand  pound  he  made  a fhift 
to  borrow  upon  the  mortgage  of  the  Land  he 
had  lately  purchafed ; (for,  though  as  I told  you  he 
borrowed  five  hundred  pound  of  the  money  when 
he  purchafed  the  Land,  and  gave  a mortgage  of 
part  of  it  for  fecurity,  yet  he  keeping  the  princi- 
pal Writings  in  his  hands,  concealed  that  mort- 
gage, and  now  borrowed  a thoufand  pound  more 
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of  it)  five  hundred  pound  more  he  raifed  in  ready 
money  of  his  own,  which  was  two  thoufand  pound, 
and  for  the  other  five  hundred  pound,  the  remain- 
der of  the  two  thoufand  five  hundred  pound  : his 
young  Landlord  took  his  Bond  for  the  money, 
notqueftioninghisfecurity  for  five  hundred  pound, 
that  could  pay  two  thoufand  pound  ready  money, 
neither  indeed  had  he  occafion  as  yet  for  it.  This 
being  concluded,  the  money  being  paid,  and  writ- 
ings feal’d,  my  Matter  would  not  remember  to 
give  up  the  Statute  he  had  fora  thoufand  pound, 
but  he  had  another  now  for  five  thoufand  pound 
for  fecurity  of  his  bargain,  and  the  young  man 
never  fo  much  as  defired  a Defeazance  upon  the 
Statute,  but  mark  what  follow’d.  The  youngfter 
in  fhort  time,  keeping  riotous  company,  wafting 
his  body  as  well  as  purfe,  died;  and  his  younger 
Brother  feized  on  his  eftate  thatwas  unfpent : and 
among  other  things,  on  my  Matters  Bond  of  five 
hundred  pound,  and  foon  after  demanded  it ; 
though  my  Matter  at  firft  was  non-plus’d,  yet  he 
foon  bethought  him  of  a way  how  to  difcharge  and 
acquit  himfelf  of  it:  and  thereupon  returned  this 
anfwer.  It  is  very  true,  your  Brother  and  I had 
much  dealing,  and  I did  give  him  fuch  a Bond 
which  I am  ready  to  pay  to  his  Executor,  which 
you  tell  me  you  are,  provided  you  pay  me  what 
helikewife  owed  unto  me:  why,  reply’d  theyoung 
man,  did  he  owe  you  any  moneys?  yea,  faid  my 
Matter:  and  whereas  you  produce  a Bond,  which 
is  indeed  a very  good  fpeciality,  I fhall  produce 
fomewhat  that  is  higher,  and  indeed  the  high  eft 
fecurity  that  can  be  given  for  any  Debt,  and  that 
is  a Statute  Staple:  and  thereupon  he  produced 
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one  Statute  firft,  that  was  given  for  a thoufand 
pound  upon  borrowingof  the  five  hundred  pound  ; 
nay,  but  faid,  the  young  man,  I fuppofe  that  this 
was  part  of  the  money  that  was  for  the  purchafe 
of  your  dwelling  houfe  and  others ; for  that,  faid 
my  Matter  I can  fhew  you  a particular  Receipt 
for  all  the  money  under  his  hand  and  feal,  and 
alfo  a general  acknowledgment  in  the  Deed  of 
conveyance : wherefore  this  money  I muft  have 
you  pay  me  firft,  and  afterwards  I fhall  talk  with 
you  further  ; what  do  you  mean  by  further  talk 
faid  the  young  man  ? why,  faid  my  Matter,  I mean 
to  have  of  you  all  that  your  Brother  owed  me, 
which  is  much  more  than  you  think  for : for  he 
and  I had  great  dealings  together  for  a greater 
fum  of  money  than  all  this,  as  I fhall  further  fhew 
you  ; and  thereupon  he  produced  the  fecond  Sta- 
tute, which  was  for  five  thoufand  pound.  This 
demand  of  my  Matters  fo  vexed  the  young  man, 
that  he  departed,  and  toon  began  his  courfe  at  Law 
againfl  my  Matter,  but  he  took  a wrong  fow  by 
the  ear,  for  he  finding  whereabouts  he  intended 
on  his  two  Statutes,  was  too  quick  for  this 
youngfter,  and  gained  a Liberate , which  he  de- 
livered to  the  Sheriff,  who  ferved  it  upon  all  the 
eftate  of  the  deceafed ; fo  that  by  this  means  all 
that  was  unfpent  of  the  dead  young  mans  eftate 
(amounted  in  Land  to  the  value  of  four  thoufand 
pound)  came  to  my  Matters  hands,  and  yet  he 
fayes  he  is  unfatisfied  : and  the  young  man  the 
Brother  of  the  deceafed  cannot  help  it,  for  by 
this  means  he  is  bereft  of  all  Eftate  to  go  to  Law: 
and  when  money  and  means  is  wanting,  friends 
are  fcarce  ; befides,  I know  not  how  he  can  avoid 
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it,  his  Brother  not  having  taken  a Defeazance , as 
he  ought  to  have  done.  Here  was  a matter  worth 
playing  the  Knave  for,  and  would  induce  fome 
men  to  leave  off : but  my  Matter  had  fo  good  fuc- 
cefs  in  his  proceedings,  that  he  is  refolved  to  pro- 
ceed in  them.  The  money  that  he  borrowed  on 
all  the  Mortgages,  both  Counterfeit  Leafes  and 
others,  he  foon  paid  off,  and  yet  left  himfelf  worth 
above  three  hundred  pound  per  annum,  and  money 
in  his  purfe.  Thus  having  a good  eftate,  and  now 
being  full  of  imployments,  both  for  buying,  fel- 
ling, borrowing,. and  lending:  he  always  keeps  a 
good  Bank  of  money.  If  any  purchafe  of  Land 
come  at  twelve  or  thirteen  years  purchafe,  he 
buyes  it,  becaufe  he  knows  of  a Cultomer  that 
will  give  fifteen  or  fixteen.  And  thus  he  will 
gain  five  hundred  pounds  in  a weeks  time.  We 
lately  had  one  bufinefs  worth  all  the  reft,  and 
which  hath  now  made  him  weary  of  getting 
money:  A Knight  having  a Lordfhip  in  the 
Country  worth  two  thoufand  pound  per  annum , 
comes  firft  to  borrow  money,  and  grants  a Leafe 
and  Statute  upon  the  borrowing  of  two  thoufand 
pound;  this  my  Matter  lent  himfelf  of  his  own 
money,  the  Knight  within  a moneth  or  two  being 
to  marry  a Daughter,  wants  two  thoufand  pound 
more,  which  was  likewife  promifed  on  the  fame  fe- 
curity:  by  this  time  my  Matter  was  fomewhat 
drained  of  his  ready  money,  and  knowing  that  the 
Knight  would  foon  be  with  him  again,  he  cafts  a- 
bout  how  to  raife  more : which  thus  he  does,  he 
borrows  1500/.  upon  a Leafe  of  part  of  his 
purchafe,  of  his  dwelling  houfe  and  others,  and 
keeps  the  grand  Writings  in  his  hands ; he  bor- 
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rows  a thoufand  pound  on  his  Land  in  the  Coun- 
try,and  of  anotherpartyheborrowsfifteenhundred 
pound  more  upon  a Leafe  of  part  of  his  purchafe 
of  his  dwelling  houfe  and  others,  keeping  ftill  the 
grand  Writings  in  his  hands:  and  thus  having 
eight  thoufand  pound  ready  money,  he  goes  to 
the  Knight,  and  upon  treaty,  agrees  to  give  him 
thirty  two  thoufand  pound  for  his  eftate,  which 
price  being  concluded  on,  he  borrows  two  thou- 
fand pound  upon  his  dwelling  houfe  and  others, 
and  then  parts  from  the  grand  Writings,  and  Co- 
venants that  the  eftate  is  free  of  Incumbrances, 
though  he  had  twice  mortgaged  it  in  part : and 
thus  having  raifed  ten  thoufand  pound,  he  borrows 
twelve  thoufand  pound  more  upon  part  of  his  new 
purchafe,  and  the  Knight  is  contented  to  take 
the  t’other  ten  thoufand  pound  in  full  of  the  pur- 
chafe, at  two  fix  moneths,  and  only  takes  my 
Mafters  Bond  : this  was  lately  fettled  and  agreed 
upon,  and  all  Writings  made,  and  I doubt  the 
Knight  will  come  fhort  of  his  money  ; for  my 
Matter  hath  fo  many  Statutes  which  the  Knight 
never  dreams  of,  having  ftill  given  them  without 
taking  Defeazances , that  I believe  he  will  be  cut 
off  from  his  Debt,  and  fo  muft  the  Ufitrer  that 
lent  my  Matter  the  twelve  thoufand  pound  upon 
a mortgage  of  part  of  his  new  Lordfhip  ; for 
my  Mafter  being  refolved  to  make  this  a piece 
of  wit,  and  to  do  his  utmoft  to  cheat  them  all, 
did  the  next  day  after  the  Purchafe  was  made, 
and  Writings  fealed,  caufe  us  to  fit  up  all  night, 
and  make  an  abfolute  bargain  and  fale  of 
all  that  his  new  purchafe  to  two  friends  in 
truft,  for  the  ufe  of  his  Children,  fo  that  the 
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Ufurer  who  lent  his  twelve  thoufand  pounds,  had 
not  his  Writings  of  Affignments  fealed  till  a week 
or  ten  dayes  after,  and  when  the  time  comes  for 
payment,  he  may  be  chous’d  and  defeated  of  all, 
and  my  Mailer  being  Mailer  of  an  Eilate  of  two 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum , may  live  and  laugh 
at  them  all  for  their  credulity ; for  he  hath  fo 
ordered  it  that  the  Law  cannot  touch  the  Eilate, 
it  may  only  reach  his  perfon,  and  as  for  that,  we 
know  it  is  but  a Kings-Bench  matter,  and  there 
he  may  live  all  his  life  time,  and  fpend  like  a 
Lord,  and  when  he  dies  his  Debts  are  paid,  and 
his  Eilate  goes  to  his  Children.  But  if  he  hath 
fuccefs  for  two  or  three  more  fuch  bufineffes  as 
this  lail,  he  need  not  do  fo,  but  leave  the  Cheat 
to  the  lail  Cail,  and  grow  infinitely  rich,  as  I 
queilion  not  but  he  will. 

Thus,  faid  our  Scrivener,  have  I given  you  an 
account  of  my  Mailers  way  to  get  money,  and  I 
have  not  been  without  mine  : he  would  many 
times  permit  me  to  cheat  a little,  becaufe  I affifted 
him  and  was  privy  to  his  concerns.  I have  one 
way  that  brings  me  in  twenty  or  thirty  pounds 
per  annum  ; for  all  Deeds  of  Bargain  and  Sale 
are  to  be  Enrolled  in  fix  moneths  after  the  date, 
either  in  Chancery , if  it  be  Land  or  Houfes  out  of 
London,  or  in  Guild-Hall , if  within  London  or  the 
Liberties  thereof ; and  I was  once  forced  to  trot 
to  Chancery-lane  four  or  five  times  for  one  Deed 
before  I could  get  it  done,  and  when  it  was  done, 
all  that  was  to  be  feen  on  the  Deed  was,  hirolled 
fuch  a Day  and  Year  in  Chancery , per  me  fuch  a 
one.  I feeing  that,  learned  to  write  the  Hand, 
they  ufe  in  Endorfing,  and  for  the  future  only 
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writ  it  my  felf  on  the  back  fide  to  fhew  our  Clients, 
and  that  was  fufficient ; for  not  one  in  a thoufand 
is  fearch’d  for,  and  this  is  only  done  in  cafe  the 
Deed  be  loft,  fo  that  I now  have  got  the  trick 
on’t  to  write  on  the  back-fide  my  felf,  and  put 
that  money  the  Regifter  fhould  have  into  my  own 
pocket,  and  that  is  a pretty  quantity,  for  an  in- 
different Deed  comes  to  twenty  fhillings,  at  fo 
much  per  Roll.  Forty  other  wayes  have  I to  get 
moneys,  and  indeed  I need  not  invent  wayes,  for 
our  Trade  is  fo  great  for  Procuration  and  Con- 
tinuation,  and  fuch  like,  that  I get  money  enough 
more  than  I can  well  tell  how  to  fpend. 

I will  now  conclude,  onely  tell  you  a ftory  or 
two,  how  I have  initiated  my  felf  in  this  Art  of 
Knavery,  for  my  time  being  fuddenly  to  expire, 
I thought  it  neceffary  to  try  fome  expedients 
how  I might  live  hereafter  when  I came  to  be 
for  my  felf ; and  knowing  that  my  Matter  could 
not  do  any  thing  at  firft  without  a Confederate 
(fome  body  to  help  and  affift  him)  I procured  the 
like  : We  had  many  indigent  perfons  that  came 
to  borrow  money,  fome  Gentlemen,  others  de- 
cayed and  decaying  Citizens  ; amongft  the  reft  a 
Matter  of  a Ship,  who  had  made  fo  many  broken 
voyages  that  he  could  make  no  more,  for  he  had 
wearied  all  his  Friends  with  holding  parts  of 
Ships  with  him  to  their  great  lofs  ; but  he  hold- 
ing to  the  Proverb,  That  a Sea-man  is  never  broken 
till  his  neck  is  broken,  was  refolved  to  try  his  for- 
tune one  bout  more,  and  had  now  with  the  help 
of  Friends  made  a fhift  to  buy  an  old  Barque  of 
near  a hundred  Tun,  in  which  he  was  minded  to 
go  to  Sea,  partly  as  a Man  of  War,  and  withal 
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to  bring  home  prohibited  Goods  from  France. 
This  man  was  an  earneft  fuiter  to  borrow  an  hun- 
dred pounds  upon  Bottomry,  or  any  wayes,  to 
victual  and  fit  his  Ship  ; I finding  him  ingenious, 
after  fome  conference  with  him,  and  he  being 
willing  for  any  Undertaking,  we  concluded  to  go 
half  fnips  in  the  profit  of  his  Voyage,  and  I would 
furnifh  him  with  moneys  to  his  content : I foon 
perfwaded  an  eafie  friend  of  mine  who  had  more 
money  than  wit,  to  lend  our  Captain  an  hundred 
pounds,  promifing  him  great  profit,  and  indeed 
he  was  to  have  fifty  in  the  hundred  for  that  Voy- 
age, which  was  to  be  finifhed  in  two  moneths,  and 
I told  him  that  he  might  enfure  his  money  at  the 
Enfurance  Office,  which  he  did  accordingly.  Our 
Captain  being  furnifhed  with  a hundred  pound  of 
the  Ufurer,  I made  bold  with  an  hundred  pound 
more  of  my  Mafters,  which  could  not  foon  be 
miffed  out  of  the  Cafh,  and  with  this  the  Ship 
was  fo  bravely  fitted  and  provided  with  all  Necef- 
faries,  that  he  was  offered  Fraights  enough.  At 
laft  he  concluded  with  one  to  bring  over  fome 
rich  Goods,  and  the  times  being  dangerous  at 
Sea,  by  reafon  of  Men  of  War  at  Sea,  he  enfured 
five  hundred  pounds  upon  the  Ship. 

The  Enfurers  knowing  this,  and  that  the  man 
who  enfured  was  a fubftantial  Merchant,  miftruft- 
ed  nothing  ; but  likewife  enfured  five  hundred 
pounds  more  to  the  Captain,  becaufe  he  had  laid 
out  much  in  fitting  the  Ship,  and  did  it  as  he  pre- 
tended for  fatisfa£tion  of  the  Owners.  All  things 
beingthus  fitted,  our  Captain  leaving  his  Policy  or 
Deed  of  Enfurance  with  me,  put  out  to  Sea, 
arrived  at  his  Port,  received  the  Goods  on  Board, 
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but  having  a parcel  of  trufty  Blades  with  him,  and 
fome  who  had  fhares  in  the  purchafe,  he  puts  the 
beft  part  of  the  Merchandize  on  Board  of  a fmall 
Barque  he  had  hired  for  that  purpofe,  and  that 
being  fent  afhore  to  another  Port,  he  foon  after 
ran  his  Ship  afhore  in  fuch  a place  as  he  was  not 
likely  to  come  off,  and  there  fire  perifhed,  he  and 
his  companions  getting  on  fhore  with  fome  fmall 
matter  of  Goods  in  the  Long-boat : He  being 
arrived  on  fhore,  foon  writ  word  to  me  how  he 
had  fped,  and  I being  acquainted  very  well  with 
the  Enfurers,  perfwaded  them  to  pay  me  the 
money  he  had  enfured  firft,  upon  fome  fmall  re- 
bate ; and  he  on  the  other  fide  felling  the  Mer- 
chandize on  fhore,  put  it  into  other  commodities 
and  fent  them  home,  and  himfelf  came  home  as 
a diftreffed  paffenger,  and  here  the  Enfurers  paid 
for  all : Such  bouts  as  thefe  they  fometimes  met 
with,  and  that  fo  often,  that  now  adayes  when  a 
Merchant  hath  enfured,  he  had  need  to  enfure 
on  the  Enfurers,  and  fome  have  done  fo. 

When  our  Captain  came  home,  we  privately 
met  and  fhared  our  profit,  and  by  this  I gained 
two  hundred  pounds  for  my  fhare,  and  this  was 
a good  beginning  ; and  though  I hazarded  to  Sea, 
yet  there  was  lefs  hazard  then  my  Matter  under- 
went in  his  firft  attempt  in  Counterfeiting  a Com- 
panies Seal ; for  fhould  he  have  been  difcovered, 
forrow  would  have  been  his  fops.  I have  now 
and  then  had  five  or  ten  pound  given  me  at  a 
time  for  altering  a Will,  and  putting  in  more  as 
Legacy  to  one  than  the  Teftator  intended,  and 
this  I would  venture  on  without  much  hazard,  if 
the  Teftator  were  fick  to  death.  My  Mafter 
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once  made  a Will,  and  inftead  of  another,  made 
himfelf  Executor,  and  I and  one  more  of  the 
Confederacy  were  witneffes  to  it,  by  this  means 
he  gained  near  three  hundred  pound. 

I have  oftentimes  had  a Piece  or  two  given  me 
to  make  Writings  in  favour  of  one  man  more 
than  another  ; for  in  a Leafe,  if  Rent  referved  be 
100 1.  per  annum,  and  there  be  no  Covenant  for 
payment  of  the  Rent,  when  either  of  the  parties 
die,  if  any  Rent  be  behind  due  to  the  Leffee,  it 
cannot  be  recovered  by  the  Executors,  Adminif- 
trators,  or  Affigns  of  the  Leffor,  becaufe  there 
was  no  Covenant  between  them  in  behalf  of  their 
Executors,  Adminiftrators  and  Affigns ; and  it 
hath  been  ufual  in  all  ancient  Leafes  to  leave 
that  Covenant  out  as  needlefs,  but  now  people 
are  grown  wifer  by  experience. 

In  arbitration  between  parties  there  is  much 
cunning  and  knavery  to  be  ufed,  in  drawing  up 
an  Award,  or  final  End  ; for  the  Scrivener,  if  he 
be  a friend  to,  or  favour  either  of  the  parties, 
fhall  do  it  fo  as  that  it  fhall  be  void,  or  not 
authentick,  or  not  obliging  to  one  of  the  parties, 
and  yet  the  Arbitrators  who  are  commonly  honefit 
harmlefs  men,  think  they  have  done  their  bufinefs, 
when  as  they  have  only  made  more  work  for 
Lawyers. 

In  Counter-  Bonds  there  maybe  much  partiality 
ufed,  as  alfo  in  Letters  of  Attorney , only  putting 
in  his  ufe,  for  my  -ufe,  entitles  the  Attorney  to  re- 
ceive all  to  his  own  ufe  without  any  account  ; 
and  fuch  a thing  as  this  is  often  fiipt  over,  or  not 
underftood,  and  many  a good  piece  and  Half- 
piece comes  into  our  pockets  in  a year  for  thefe 
adlions. 


198 


The  Englifh  Rogue : Or, 


It  was  like  to  go  very  hard  with  one  of  my 
Matters  acquaintance  not  long  fince,  for  he  being 
skilled  in  counterfeiting  of  Hands,  did  very  arti- 
ficially counterfeit  a Citizens  Hand  (with  whom 
he  had  fome  fmall  dealing)  to  a Bond  of  400/.  to 
pay  200/.  with  intereft  at  a day,  and  when  the 
time  came  he  asked  him  before  fome  company 
to  pay  him  that  money  that  he  then  owed  him  : 
Yes,  laid  the  Citizen,  I lhall  do  it  next  week, 
meaning  a fmall  fum  which  he  did  direflly  owe 
him,  and  did  then  pay  him,  but  the  other  then 
telling  him  of  his  Bond  of  400/.  and  the  Citizen 
diredtly  denying  it,  a Suit  was  commenced,  and 
Tryal  was  had  at  the  Kings-Bench  Bar  in  Weji- 
minJier-Hall , where  the  innocent  Citizen  (feeing 
the  confidence  of  the  Witneffes,  and  indeed  his 
own  hand,  as  he  fuppofed,  to  the  Bond,  which  he 
could  not  deny  but  it  was  fo,  or  very  like)  and 
having  nothing  to  fay,  in  a paflion  cryed  out  in 
open  Court,  to  defire  God  to  revenge  his  Caufe,  for 
he  was  utterly  and  abfolutely  wronged.  This  being 
fo  folemnly  protefted,  made  not  only  the  Judge 
but  the  Jury  a little  more  inquifitive  into  the 
matter  than  ordinary,  and  called  for  fome  papers 
to  compare  the  hand  with  other  of  his  hand- 
writing, but  no  difference  could  be  found  therein. 
The  Bond  thus  paffrng  about  to  every  one  of  the 
Jury,  one  oi  them  viewing  the  Bond  more  nar- 
rowly than  ordinary,  craved  leave  of  the  Judge 
to  be  difcharged  of  his  place  as  a Jury-man,  and 
to  be  admitted  & fworn  as  a Witnefs  ; for  my 
Lord,  faith  he,  I can  fay  fomewhat  to  the  matter. 
This  his  requeft  was  affented  to,  and  he  being 
fworn,  began  in  this  manner,  My  Lord , this  Bond 
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here  in  Court  is  pretended  to  be  made , fealed,  and  de- 
livered nine  moneths  fince , when , my  Lord,  this 
Paper  whereon  it  is  written,  hath  not  been  in  Eng- 
land above  four  moneths.  How  do  you  know  that  ? 
laid  my  Lord.  The  J ury-man  replyed,  My  Lord, 
I am  a Stationer  or  Paper-feller,  and  to  all  Paper 
there  are  feveral  marks  whereby  we  know  and  dif- 
tinguifh  them ; As  Pot,  Piller,  Crown,  Cardinals- 
Armes,  &c.  and  my  Lord,  this  being  fuch  a fort  of 
Paper  was  made  by  a young  man  in  France,  whofe 
mark  is  here,  and  none  of  it  came  over  till  within 
thefe  four  moneths.  At  this  the  Judge  was  fatif- 
fied,  all  people  wondred,  the  Defendant  rejoyced, 
and  the  Plaintiff  with  his  Swearers  were  forced 
to  fneak  out  of  the  Court,  and  could  notprefently 
be  heard  of. 

I once  was  called  to  make  a Will,  and  the  party 
lying  fpeechlefs,  another  there  prefent  dictated  to 
me,  telling  me,  that  the  fick  man  he  was  fure 
would  confent  to  what  he  faid,  which  I believing, 
proceeded  and  finifhed  the  Will,  but  when  I came 
to  have  him  fign  it,  I faw  that  he  was  dead  : well, 
faid  the  party  that  dictated,  if  you  will  be  ruled 
by  me,  this  Will  fhall  ftand,  and  yet  nobody  for- 
fwear  themfelves,  and  faid  he  to  me,  you  (hall 
have  a good  reward  for  your  confent.  I being 
ready  to  receive  money,  promifed  him  my  con- 
fent ; whereupon,  faith  he,  read  the  Will,  fo  I 
did  : well,  faith  he,  you  fee  the  party  doth  not  at 
all  contradifl  what  is  here  written,  & now  he 
fhall  fet  his  hand  and  feal  thereto,  which  he  did 
by  guiding  the  dead  mans  hand  : now,  faith  he, 
if  you  be  queftioned,  you  may  fafely  fwear  that 
you  read  the  Will  to  him,  and  he  confented,  or 
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at  leaftwife  did  not  contradi£l,  and  that  you  faw 
him  with  his  own  hand  fign,  feal,  and  deliver  the 
fame.  Well  fir,  faid  I,  if  you  are  content  I am  ; 
and  thereupon  he  giving  me  the  promifed  reward, 
I fubfcribed  as  Witnefs,  and  left  him,  who  foon 
after  by  vertue  of  this  Will  poffeffed  himfelf  of 
the  Eftate.  I had  feen  this  trick  of  putting  a 
dead  mans  hand  to  Writings  done  two  or  three 
times  before,  and  fo  this  was  no  new  thing,  and 
would  not  contradidl  any  thing  that  was  to  turn 
to  my  profit. 

I could  tell  you  thoufands  of  thefe  Cheats,  and 
indeed,  as  one  faid,  there  is  more  mifchief  done 
with  a dafh  of  the  Pen,  than  with  any  thing  elfe 
in  the  way  of  Knavery  and  Cheating.  Thus  did 
our  Scrivener  conclude  his  Difcourfe,  and  we  call- 
ing for  another  pint  of  Wine  and  a Faggot,  drank 
and  warmed  our  felves,  and  fo  for  that  time  parted. 
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CHAP.  XXII. 

The  Book-fellers  Prentice  gives  an  account  of  his 
M after s firfl  tricks  in  Cheating , by  Printing 
Books  that  were  other  mens  Copies. 

AFter  this  conference  with  the  Scrivener,  I 
went  home  ; and  as  he  told  me,  my  faying 
to  my  Matter  that  I had  been  with  him  was  fuf- 
ficient,  fo  I found  it ; for  I was  asked  no  more 
Oueftions,  but  went  to  bed  ; and  there  did  I re- 
coiled to  my  felf,  all  that  he  had  that  evening 
told  me  : and  though  I could  not  perfectly  re- 
member the  feveral  terms  of  Art  he  ufed,  as 
Judgement,  Execution,  Scire  facias,  Statute,  Pro- 
curation, and  Continuation,  See.  Yet  I was  fen- 
fible  of  their  meaning,  and  did  very  much  won- 
der, how  any  man  could  fleep  being  guilty  of  fo 
many  crimes  as  he  and  his  Mafter  were  ; yet 
I found  that  they  flept  the  better,  or  at  leaftwife 
fared  the  better,  by  reafon  of  their  great  wealth  ; 
and  then  did  I compare  my  forepaffed  life,  to 
what  I had  heard  of  them,  and  it  was  not  worth 
mentioning;  fo  that  from  that  time,  I had  a 
more  charitable  opinion  for  my  felf  then  for- 
merly. And  fince  I had  fo  good  fuccefs  with  my 
Scrivener,  I was  refolved  to  be  a little  more 
ntimate  with  the  reft  of  the  Society,  efpecially 
:he  Book-feller,  that  I might  know  how  he  gain- 
ed his  Money  : and  the  next  day  I had  my  de- 
ire  ; for  meeting  him  abroad,  we  went  to  an 
\le-houfc,  and  there  did  I difeover  to  him  part 
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of  my  yefterdays  aftions  with  the  Scrivener,  and 
thereby  induced  him  to  make  me  this  following 
Difcourfe. 

Truly  Brother  (for  fo  we  called  one  another) 
you  have  told  me  wonders,  though  fo  admirable, 
that  I could  not  have  thought  fo  much  crafty 
knavery  could  have  been  committed  by  any  man 
breathing,  though  I did  believe  that  there  was 
more  then  I underftood,  having  always  heard 
that  it  was  a dangerous  thing  to  fqueeze  Wax,  and 
that  Scriveners  in  general  were  cunning  fellows, 
but  that  any  man  out  of  nothing  fhould  by  tricks 
and  fubtile  contrivances,  gain  to  himfelf  fo  great 
an  Eftate,  and  yet  not  run  into  the  compafs  of  the 
Law,  but  now  I fee  the  Proverbs  verified,  Nothing 
'venture,  nothing  have,  and  that  a blot  is  no  blot  till  it 
be  hit,  and  give  a man  luck  and  throw  him  into  the 
Sea.  And  although  I have  thought  my  Mafter 
a man  cunning  and  crafty  enough,  and  did  believe 
that  he  who  deals  in  Books  could  not  be  out- 
witted, yet  I fee  that  a piece  of  Parchment  with 
a feal  to  it,  is  better  then  a great  many  Books, 
nay  then  a whole  Impreflion  : but  that  I may 
give  you  fome  fatisfaftion  in  what  you  defire, 
I fhall  proceed  in  my  Difcourfe;  and  though  I 
cannot  tell  you  fo  many,  nor  fo  profitable  con- 
trivances as  you  have  related  to  me,  yet  thofe  of 
our  calling  deferve  not  to  go  much  behind,  and 
we  do  our  utmoft  good  will  to  cheat,  though  it 
turns  not  to  fo  good  an  account. 

My  Mafter  when  I came  to  Prentice  had  but  a 
fmall  ftock  of  Books,  and  thofe  were  all  in  his 
Shop,  with  which,  together  with  fome  paper, 


Witty  Extravagant. 


20 3 


parchment,  pens,  and  fuch  like  Stationers  ware, 
he  made  a fhift  to  pick  up  an  indifferent  liveli- 
hood ; but  he  being  of  a reaching  brain,  and 
feeing  there  were  very  rich  people,  fuch  as  gain- 
ed great  Eftates,  and  lived  bravely  of  the  fame 
trade  : he  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  inquire  into 
their  way : the  moft  forts  of  Books  that  we  fold 
were  Teftaments,  Pfalters,  Grammars,  Acci- 
dences,  and  fuch  books  as  we  call  Priviledged 
ware,  and  indeed  were  Printed  for  the  Compa- 
ny in  general,  and  to  be  had  of  fome  of  the 
Stock-keepers,  or  matters  of  the  Company,  or 
at  the  Hall,  and  though  our  profit  in  felling 
thefe  forts  of  books  was  but  finall,  as  not  above 
two  pence  in  the  fhilling,  yet  it  was  a certain 
commodity,  and  the  fale  fure : whereas  other 
books;  either  of  Divinity,  Hiftory,  &c.  were  not 
fo  certain,  though  more  profitable,  as  commonly 
bringing  four  pence  in  the  fhilling  profit,  and 
thus  did  we  continue  buying  books  of  other 
book-fellers,  as  we  were  asked  for  them,  and  had 
occafion  ; my  Matter  commonly  keeping  to  one 
man,  becaufe  he  could  there  be  trufted  and  fur- 
nifhed,  with  any  book  he  wanted,  it  fortuned 
that  a new  book  being  printed,  a fmall  thing  of 
about  four  or  five  fheets  of  paper  : it  fold  fo  well, 
that  my  Matter  went  often  for  them  to  his  won- 
ted place  : one  time  they  had  none  of  them 
left,  but  defiring  my  Matter  to  ftay,  they  would 
fend  for  fome  ; which  my  Matter  did,  but  the 
Meffenger  came  back  without  any,  and  brought 
word  that  he  fhould  not  have  any  more  of  them 
upon  account  or  exchange,  for  he  now  held 
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them  at  ready  Money,  and  that  he  would  have, 
or  part  from  none ; well  then,  faid  my  Mafter, 
I will  go  thither  and  buy  fome  my  felf.  No,  faid 
the  Mafter  of  the  fhop,  you  fliall  not  need,  I’le 
fend  for  fome  this  once  with  ready  Money,  and 
you  fhall  have  them  cheaper  of  me  then  of  him; 
and  fo  he  did,  and  he  received  them  and  told  me, 
that  if  he  wanted  any  more,  he  could  be  very 
well  furnifhed  with  them  within  three  or  four 
days,  and  the  other  had  been  better  not  to  have 
ferved  him  fo ; but  the  book  felling  very  well, 
all  my  matters  were  gone  that  night ; and  I went 
my  felf  to  the  bookfeller  who  printed  them 
for  fome,  the  which  I had  ; but  the  next  day  I 
went  again,  he  had  none,  and  told  me  that  I 
could  not  have  any  in  a weeks  time.  I acquaint- 
ed my  Mafter  herewith,  who  being  called  upon 
for  fome  of  them,  went  to  his  old  place  to  fee  if 
they  had  any,  they  told  him  they  had  none  at 
prefent,  but  to  morrow  he  might  have  what 
number  he  pleafed,  accordingly  the  next  day  I 
went,  and  brought  fifty  of  them  with  me ; and 
then  my  Mafter  (beginning  to  fufpe6l  that 
which  he  afterwards  found  out)  fent  me  to  the 
bookfellers  who  printed  them,  and  he  had 
none,  wherefore  he  then  concluded  that  the 
bookfeller  with  whom  he  was  wont  to  deal  had 
printed  them,  though  they  were  none  of  his 
Copy,  at  which  he  wondred : for  the  greater 
fort  of  bookfellers  did  ufe  to  inform  us  that  it 
was  a moft  heinous  and  unlawful  thing  to  print 
another  mans  Copy,  fo  that  I think,  this  was 
the  firft  time  that  my  mafter  difcovered  this  Myf- 
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fiery,  for  the  Book  continuing  to  fell,  we  fold 
in  our  Shop  above  five  hundred  of  them;  fo 
that  my  Matter  begining  to  confider  with 
himfelf,  reckoned  that  he  had  payd  to  his  Dea- 
ler above  five  pounds  for  thefe  Pamphlets,  and 
yet  got  very  well  by  them  too  : wherefore  not 
long  after  coming  into  the  company  of  a Prin- 
ter, he  asked  what  it  would  coft  to  print  2000  of 
a Book  of  five  Sheets  of  paper:  the  Printer  re- 
plyed,  Ten  pound:  by  this  my  matter  gueffed 
that  his  Dealer  had  gained  half  in  half  by  him: 
for  he  had  paid  for  500,  half  what  2000  would 
colt.  My  Matter  holding  fome  further  Difcourfe 
with  this  Printer  over  a pot  of  Ale,  he  told  him 
that  he  did  work  for  fuch  a man,  naming  the 
Bookfeller  with  whom  my  Matter  dealt,  and 
faith  he,  I lately  did  two  fheets  for  him  of  a 
book  he  gained  well  by,  for  I printed  5000  for 
my  fhare:  fo  that  at  length,  after  conference 
together,  they  concluded  it  was  the  fame  book 
my  Matter  fold  fo  many  of,  and  that  he  had 
printed  it  in  three  or  four  places  for  expediti- 
on, and  that  he  could  not  gain  lefs  then  30/. 
by  printing  it:  I but  fays  my  Matter,  how  will 
he  do  to  anfwer  it  to  the  other  man  whofe  Co- 
py it  was  ? For  that,  faid  the  Printer,  he  will  do 
well  enough,  for  the  other  is  but  a young  man, 
and  light  upon  his  Copy  by  chance;  and  though 
the  Law  forbids  fuch  doings,  as  the  printing 
one  anothers  Copies,  yet  the  great  ones  com- 
monly devour  and  eat  up  the  little  ones,  and 
will  venture  on  it  being  but  a fmall  thing ; and 
it  may  be  this  young  man  is  indebted  to  the 
other:  and  indeed  it  is  a ufual  thing,  and  we  do 
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fuch  Jobbs  very  frequently,  efpecially  for  the 
Grand  ones  of  the  Company.  But  how  comes 
it,  faid  my  Mafter,  that  fome  or  other  do  not 
print  their  Copies,  as  Teftaments,  Pfalters,  &c. 
As  for  that,  faid  the  Printer,  it  is  very  dange- 
rous, for  if  they  were  taken,  it  belonging  to  the 
whole  Company,  they  would  be  fure  to  feize  on 
it,  and  fue  the  party  fo  offending;  befides,  the 
books  are  too  big  for  every  one  to  venture  on,  & 
will  lie  too  long  in  hand  a doing;  but  fometimes 
fuch  things  are  done,  but  in  another  way,  as  I 
can  tell.  Thus  ended  my  Mafter  and  the  Prin- 
ter their  Difcourfe  of  this  matter,  and  my  Ma- 
fter defired  the  printer  to  call  on  him  fome 
times,  and  he  would  drink  with  him ; and 
it  may  be  have  fome  employment  for  him,  and 
thus  they  parted.  My  Mafter  now  underftand- 
ing  thus  much  of  his  Trade,  more  than  former- 
ly, was  refolved  it  fhould  not  be  long  ere  he 
were  doing  fomewhat : thus  pondering  in  his 
mind,  he  could  not  tell  what  defign  to  begin  with, 
for  we  fold  very  little  but  priveledged  Ware,  and 
thofe  it  was  dangerous  medling  with,  neither 
would  my  Matters  ftock  reach  to  any  thing  con- 
fiderable ; at  laft  refolving  to  play  at  fmall  game 
rather  then  ftand  out,  he  bethought  himfelf,  and 
refolved  to  print  the  ABC,  a little  Childs 
book  of  a fheet  of  paper:  he  knew  not  then  what 
printer  to  intruft,  for  he  durft  not  make  ufe  of 
the  former  Printer,  left  he  fhould  acquaint  his 
Dealer;  but  it  was  not  long  ere  he  light  upon 
one  fit  for  his  purpofe,  and  to  work  he  went, 
my  mafter  fending  in  paper,  and  fo  they  were 
printed,  delivered,  and  paid  for,  but  when  my 
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Mailer  had  them,  he  knew  not  how  to  difpofe 
of  them,  left  he  fhould  be  caught;  but  that  he 
might  have  the  better  pretence,  he  went  and 
bought  300  of  them  of  his  Dealer,  and  fo  laying 
them  by,  fold  his  own,  and  being  acquainted 
with  a primer-binder,  he  got  him  to  exchange 
with  him  for  primers,  and  fuch  like  fmall  books 
he  was  rid  of  moft  of  them  to  his  great  profit, 
for  he  gained,  as  I have  heard  him  fay,  above 
five  pounds  by  that  jobb,  which  was  then  a great 
deal  of  money,  and  by  this  means  his  Shop 
was  better  furnilhed  with  fmall  books  & paper, 
and  now  he  had  good  credit  with  the  paper- 
Merchant,  which  before  he  could  not  have.  Not 
long  after,  the  Printer  who  had  printed  the  A B C 
came  to  him  and  acquainted  him,  that  if  he  would 
venture  a matter  of  ten  pounds,  he  might  be  con- 
cerned in  printing  of  a book  that  would  turn  to  a 
very  good  account  and  it  may  be  get  twenty 
pound  by  the  bargain:  he  having  had  fuch  good 
fuccefs  in  the  laft,  ventures  upon  this,  it  was  a 
Sermon  that  then  fold  very  well,  and  he  had  ano- 
ther partner,  and  my  Mailer  having  fome  money 
by  him,  and  pretty  good  credit  at  the  paper-mer- 
chants; he  found  paper,  and  the  other  paid  for 
printing,  and  at  two  places  it  was  done  in  a 
Week;  my  mailer  putting  them  out  in  Lotidon 
to  the  Meraines  and  others  at  one  penny  a piece 
tofs  then  the  ordinary  rate,  and  his  partner  deal- 
ng  with  Country-Chapmen,  fent  good  ftoreaway 
nto  the  Country;  and  thus,  though  this  was 
mother  mans  Coppy,  they  fold  all  their  books  in 
1 fhort  time,  and  gained  25/.  a piece.  This  was 
1 good  beginning,  faid  I to  the  Bookfeller,  and  I 


n6  7 he  Englifh  Rogue : Or, 

did  not  think  your  Trade  had  been  fo  profitable; 
but  now  I believe,  that  thefe  courfes  being  pro- 
fecuted,  a confiderable  Eftate  may  be  gained  in 
a fhort  time;  that  you  fhall  foon  hear,  replied  he: 
but  the  Difcourfe  being  fomewhat  long,  I fhall 
for  the  prefent  end,  and  profecute  the  reft  in  the 
following  Chapter. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 

He  proceeds  in  the  difcovery  of  his  M afters  ways  in 
cheating , in  preferring  fome  Copies,  and  other 
ways  of  getting  Copies. 

MY  Matter  having  now  had  fome  experience 
in  this  way  of  printing,  was  refolved  to 
play  above  board,  and  get  fome  Copy  or  Copies 
to  print,  that  he  might  own;  which  in  fhort  time 
he  did,  and  glad  was  he  to  fee  his  name  in 
print,  fuppofing  himfelf  now  to  be  fome  body : 
but  thefe  things  did  him  but  little  good,  and 
fold  but  eafily,  he  not  having  the  way  of  pre- 
ferring books,  and  fending  them  to  fome  Coun- 
try Chapmen,  and  the  reft  of  the  bookfellers, 
who  endeavor  to  crufh  any  beginner,  and  will 
not  fell  his  books,  unlefs  they  may  have  them 
at  their  own  rate,  would  not  fell  any  of  them 
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for  him?  and  befides,  now  he  gave  Mony  for 
his  Copies,  the  other  cofting  him  nothing:  and 
though  a book  be  never  fo  good,  they  will  not 
fell  with  fome  men,  for  the  others  will  under- 
value and  fpoil  it:  as  for  example,  If  my  Ma- 
tter had  printed  at  that  time  the  beft  book  of 
Chirurgery,  Husbandry,  Cookery,  or  the  like 
in  the  World,  and  though  the  book  had  been 
famous  enough,  fo  that  every  one  defired  it,  and 
asked  at  any  bookfellers  fhop  for  it,  they  would 
have  faid  to  their  Cuftomers,  Truly  Sir,  there  is 
fuch  a book,  but  in  regard  it  is  a foolifh  idle 
thing,  and  of  no  weight,  I have  not  any  of 
them,  I will  not  trouble  my  fhop  with  them  ; 
but  Sir,  here  is  another  of  the  fame  Subject, ' 
that  is  much  better,  and  in  great  efteem  with  in- 
genious and  knowing  men : If  the  Cuftomer  re- 
plies he  would  have  only  that  book  and  no  o- 
ther,  for  that  it  was  recommended  to  him  for  an 
ingenious  well-writ  piece,  then  will  he  reply, 
Truly  Sir,  I never  heard  any  of  your  judgement 
before,  till  now  I was  never  asked  for  them;  but 
ttnce  you  fpeak  fo  well  of  it,  I will  procure  you 
one:  and  then  it  may  be,  for  all  this  Difcourfe 
he  will  Ihew  you  one,  as  if  left  by  chance,  or 
elfe  fend  to  his  neighbour-bookfeller  for  one. 
Thus  will  he  difparage  other  mens  books,  and 
prize  his  own,  and  many  times  put  off  fome  of 
his  own,  the  buyer  being  fo  civil  as  to  believe 
him  : and  this  is  a general  Maxime,  That  they 
will  not  offer,  or  prefer  a book  of  any  mans 
printing  except  their  own,  unlefs  they  have  it 
either  in  exchange  or  at  a low  rate ; and  this 
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is  the  caufe  that  there  are  fome  books  as  confi- 
derable,  and  good  as  any  in  England , that  did 
not  fell  at  firft  for  little  better  than  waft  paper, 
till  fome  of  the  Grand  ones  of  the  Company 
get  them  all  into  their  hands,  and  then  they  fell 
for  three  times  the  price  they  did.  But  to  leave 
this  Difcourfe  and  proceed,  my  Mafter  having 
now  printed  two  or  three  things,  did  look  up- 
on himfelf  as  fomebody;  and  though  he  had 
not  fuch  good  fuccefs  in  his  laft  undertakings  as 
before,  yet  he  made  a fhift  to  get  what  they  coft 
him  for  paper  and  print,  and  had  many  of  them 
ftill  by  him  to  fell  when  he  would,  or  exchange  ; 
but  he  having  but  two  or  three  forts  of  books, 
could  not  do  much  good  upon  that:  he  feeing 
this,  and  obferving  what  books  fold  belt,  it  be- 
ing at  the  beginning  of  thefe  late  Wars,  found 
that  factious  Sermons,  and  fuch  like  things 
would  do  the  bufinefs ; he  thereupon  beftirs 
himfelf,  and  gets  acquainted  with  moft  of  the 
fadlious  Priefts  about  Town,  by  often  hearing 
them  and  frequenting  their  Companies,  and 
having  learned  to  write  fhort-hand,  took  notes 
of  their  Sermons,  which  he  collected  together, 
and  now  and  then  he  would  get  them  to  revife 
one  of  them,  and  print  it ; by  this  means  fpen- 
ding  much  time  and  mony  amongft  them,  he 
grew  very  intimate,  and  was  become  the  general 
publifher  of  moft  of  their  Sermons  and  Contro- 
verfies.  This  was  that  which  brought  him  great 
gain,  in  a fhort  time  he  could  vie  with  the 
beft,  what  he  fold  not  for  mony,  he  exchanged 
for  books:  and  now  he  could  command  any 
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book  in  all  the  Company  without  mony,  upon 
account,  as  is  the  Cuftome.  His  Shop  being  well 
furnilhed,  he  gets  a Ware-houfe,  where  he  be- 
ftowed  his  books  in  quires ; and  being  thus  fur- 
nifhed,  he  was  firft  fpoken  to  by  fome  Country 
bookfellers,  and  then  writ  to  by  them  and  o- 
ther,  for  feverall  books,  fo  that  any  thing  that 
he  printed  he  could  fell  off  well  enough  ; for 
having  good  hap  to  print  fome  very  good  felling 
books,  they  helped  away  the  other  that  were 
not  fo  good,  and  ftill  were  thruft  into  the  parcel 
among  the  reft : and  now  having  fome  good 
Authors,  he  would  not  accept  of  every  one ; and 
as  he  formerly  had  fought  for,  and  courted  Au- 
thors to  write  books  for  him,  now  they  (know- 
ing his  way  of  preferring  and  felling  of  books) 
followed,  and  courted  him  to  print  their  books. 
If  a ftranger  came  with  a Copy  to  him,  though 
never  fo  good,  he  would  tell  them  he  had  books 
enough  already;  but  however,  if  they  would  give 
him  fo  much  money,  he  would  do  it,  and  they 
Should  have  two,  or  three,  or  fix  books  for  them- 
felves  and  friends:  many  a one  did  he  thus  per- 
fwade  out  of  their  mony,  being  defirous  to  be 
in  print.  If  he  had  a defire  to  have  any  thing 
writ  in  Hiftory,  Poetry,  or  any  other  Science  or 
Faculty,  he  had  his  feveral  Authors,  who  for  a 
glafs  of  Wine,  and  now  and  then  a meals  Meat 
and  half  a Crown,  were  his  humble  fervants  ; 
having  no  other  hire  but  that,  and  fix  or  twelve 
of  their  books,  which  they  prefented  to  friends 
or  perfons  of  Quality;  nay,  and  when  they 
have  had  fuccefs,  if  they  wanted  any  more  books, 
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they  muft  pay  for  them  : further  I have  known 
fome  of  our  Trade,  that  when  a poor  Author 
hath  written  a book,  and  being  acquainted  with 
fome  Perfon  or  perfons  of  Quality  whereto  he 
Dedicates  and  prefents  it,  the  Book-feller  will 
go  fnips  and  have  half  fhares  of  what  is  fo  gi- 
ven him.  My  Mafter  being  now  gotten  to  the 
height  of  his  Trade,  was  foon  called  on  to  be 
one  of  the  Livery  of  his  Company,  which 
though  it  be  fomewhat  chargeable  at  firft,  yet 
it  foon  brings  in  profit,  there  being  many  con- 
veniences therein  ; for  they  have  liberty  to  put 
in  a fum  of  money  into  the  publike  Stock,  and 
fo  great  is  their  profit,  that  they  have  feldome 
lefs  then  twenty  per  cent,  and  then  when,  they 
come  to  be  Stock-keepers  or  Warden  they 
have  the  difpofing  of  the  Stock-books,  fuch  as 
are  Teftaments,  Pfalters,  &c.  and  putting  them 
out  to  print,  they  often  print  fo  many  over- 
numbers, that  fhall  ferve  them  as  long  as  they 
live.  In  particular,  there  is  no  Trade  that  I e- 
ver  heard  of,  that  gets  fo  much  by  their  Com- 
modity for  whatever  they  print,  if  it  fels,  they 
get  eight  pence  in  the  fhilling : and  for  thofe 
that  deal  with  Country-Chapmen,  they  put  off 
the  bad  well  enough  at  one  time  or  another;  and 
if  they  are  very  bad,  then  a new  title  is  printed 
as  if  it  were  a new  book ; and  what  with  this  and 
changing,  they  march  off  in  time. 

There  was  one  preacher  in  London  that  my 
Mafter  was  much  refpeflive  to,  for  he  had  gain- 
ed much  money  by  printing  feveral  of  his 
books  (and  though  my  Mafter  in  outward  ap- 
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pearance  feems  a Saint,  yet  he  hath  his  freaks, 
and  will  be  merry  with  his  friends,  and  be  pro- 
phane  enough.)  One  Sunday  my  mafter  hav- 
ing been  rambling  in  the  fields,  entred  the  City 
in  the  afternoon  juft  as  fermon  was  done,  and 
feeing  this  parfon  going  before  him,  he  ftept 
forwards,  and  overtaking  him,  falutes  him  thus, 
Sir,  I am  glad  to  fee  you  fo  well,  indeed  Sir,  you 
have  this  day  taken  a great  deal  of  pains,  and  we 
are  all  beholden  to  you  for  your  Soul-faving  Ser- 
mon : how  fay  you,  faid  the  Parfon,  what  do  you 
mean?  Why  Sir,  I thank  you  for  your  Sermon  you 
preached  this  afternoon  : Nay,  now  Sir,  faid  the 
Parfon,  I fee  you  are  miftaken,  for  I have  not  prea- 
ched this  day,  my  mafter  hearing  this,  was  won- 
derfully furprized,  not  knowing  what  to  fay,  but 
left  the  Parfon  and  came  home  difcontented  at 
his  error.  We  having  feveral  Country-Chapmen, 
fome  whereof  owed  my  mafter  confiderable 
fums  of  mony,  he  took  occafion  to  go  into  the 
Countrey,  and  to  be  fure,  he  would  make  it  worth 
his  Journeys  for  at  every  confiderable  Town  he 
would  buy  fome  books,  and  fell  them  at  the  next, 
or  fend  them  up  to  London . and  fometimes  whole 
Libraries ; and  he  did  take  order  with  all  his 
Chapmen  to  acquaint  him  with  all  Libraries  or 
parcels  of  books  that  were  to  be  fold,  which  if 
worth  the  buying  he  would  have.  He  would  alfo 
frequent  the  Schools,  and  by  drinking  with 
the  School-mafters,  and  difcourfing  of  books 
and  learned  -men,  he  would  get  their  cuftome  to 
ferve  them  with  School-books.  There  was  one 
famous  Country-Parfon  whom  he  much  defired 
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to  be  acquainted  with,  and  to  him  he  rid,  telling 
him  he  was  troubled  in  mind,  and  defired  him 
to  fatisfie  him  in  a cafe  of  Confcience,  the  which 
he  did  ; and  then  for  his  fatisfa6lion,  and  to 
oblige  him,  he  prayed  and  courted  him  to  fee  him 
when  he  came  to  London , the  which  he  did,  and 
all  this  was  to  get  the  printing  of  his  books.  If 
a Cuftomer  comes  into  our  Shop  to  buy  a book, 
he  hath  fuch  ways  of  preferring  and  recommend- 
ing of  it,  that  they  feldom  go  and  not  buy,  for 
he  will  open  the  book,  and  if  it  be  Divinity, 
fliew  them  one  place  or  another,  out  of  which 
he  will  preach  to  them,  and  tell  them,  that  very 
faying  or  difeourfe  is  worth  all  the  money  in 
the  world  and  if  they  do  not  like  it  when  they 
have  read  it  over,  he  will  take  it  again  : and  fo 
many  of  our  Trade  will  promife,  but  you  fhall 
hardly  ever  get  your  money  again,  you  may 
chance  to  have  them  exchange  it  for  fome  o- 
ther  book,  which  they  will  be  willing  to  do  if 
there  be  money  ftirring  in  the  cafe.  My  Mafter 
having  had  a book  written  for  him  by  a Poet, 
the  Author  (not  having  the  wit  to  make  his 
bargain,  and  know  what  he  fhould  have  before- 
hand) when  he  had  finiflied  it,  defired  pay- 
ment for  his  pains  : Nay,  faid  my  mafter,  you 
ought  rather  to  pay  me  for  printing  it,  and  mak- 
ing you  famous  in  print.  Well  then,  faid  the 
Author,  if  you  will  not  give  me  money,  I hope 
you  will  give  me  fome  books.  How,  faid  my 
mafter,  give  you  books,  what  will  you  have  me 
forfwear  my  Trade,  and  be  a book-giver?  I am 
a book-feller,  and  to  you  I will  fell  them  affoon 
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as  to  another,  if  you  will  give  me  money,  paper 
and  print  cofts  money,  and  this  was  all  the 
Author  could  have  for  his  pains.  My  Mafter  is 
now  one  of  the  Grandees  of  the  Company,  and 
that  befides  the  ordinarywaygets  him  fomething. 
Not  long  fince,  he  and  others  went  a fearching, 
and  finding  an  impreffion  of  unlicenfed  books, 
feized  them,  but  inftead  of  fupprefTing  and  turn- 
ing them  to  waft  paper,  they  divided  the  greateft 
part  of  them  amongft  themfelves,  and  immedi- 
ately my  Mafter  fent  fome  of  them  away  to  all 
his  Chapmen,  and  the  reft  we  fell  in  the  Shop.  It 
fo  fell  out  lately  ; that  a book  being  to  be  Printed, 
my  Mafter  repaired  to  the  Author  to  get  the 
Copy,  but  another  of  the  fame  Trade  had  been 
there  before,  to  whom  it  was  in  part  promifed  ; 
but  however  (out  of  refpefil  to  my  Mafter)  the 
other  being  fent  for,  it  was  agreed  that  they  fhould 
have  the  printing  of  it  between  them  ; whereupon 
one  printer  was  imployed  by  them  both  to  do  the 
work.  My  Mafter  foon  after  fent  for  the  Printer, 
and  tells  him,  You  muft  do  me  a kindnefs : Yes 
Sir,  faid  the  printer.  It  is  this,  faid  my  Mafter, 
I am  to  give  away  to  the  Authour  fome  Books, 
wherefore  I would  have  you  to  print  200  for  me 
above  the  number,  and  do  not  tell  my  Partner, 
and  I will  pay  you  : Yes,  faid  the  Printer,  and  fo 
he  did,  and  was  paid  for  them  accordingly. 
But  the  Printer  feeing  the  knavery  of  his  im- 
ployers  (for  the  other  had  been  with  him  ; and 
engaged  him  to  print  the  fame  number  of  200 
over,  pretending  fome  private  ufe  he  had  for 
them)  he  likewife  printed  400  over  for  his  own 
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ufe,  and  publiquely  fold  them ; and  neither  of 
them  could  or  would  complain  of  him  to  the 
other,  becaufe  they  knew  themfelves  guilty  of  the 
fame  crime. 

One  of  the  greateft  pieces  of  profit  the  whole 
Company  hath,  is  the  printing  of  Almanacks, 
for  by  that,  I believe,  they  clear  above  1000  l. 
per  annum  : but  a knavifh  Printer  lately  outwit- 
ted them,  for  he  printed  a great  number  of 
Almanacks,  and  though  he  printed  but  two 
forts,  yet  they  ferved  for  all  the  other  forts,  only 
altering  the  Title  page,  at  the  beginning,  and  the 
laft  fheet  which  we  call  the  Prog , or  Prognojiica- 
iion  ; and  thefe  Almanacks  he  affording  cheaper 
then  ordinary,  as  indeed  well  he  might,  he  fold 
off  a good  number  of  them,  which  was  to  his 
gain  and  their  great  hinderance  ; but  he  is  lately 
difcovered,  and  how  they  will  deal  with  him  I 
know  not. 

In  the  late  times  of  Liberty,  when  every  one 
printed  what  they  pleafed,  if  one  Bookfeller 
printed  a book  that  fold,  another  would  get  it 
printed  in  a leffer  Chara6ler,  and  fo  the  book 
being  lefs  in  bulk,  though  the  fame  in  matter, 
would  fell  it  for  a great  deal  lefs  price,  and  fo 
underfell  one  another  : and  of  late  there  hath 
been  hardly  a good  book  but  it  is  epitomized, 
and  for  the  moft  part  fpoiled,  only  for  a little 
gain  : fo  that  few  books  that  are  good,  are  now 
printed,  only  Cohesions  and  patches  out  of  fe- 
veral  books  ; and  Bookfellers  employing  the 
meaner  fort  of  Authors  in  fpoiling  anothers  Co- 
pies by  fuch  Epitomies. 
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A young  man  being  lately  to  fet  up,  was  a 
fuiter  to  my  Matter  to  fpeak  to  the  Company  to 
lend  him  50/.  for  a certain  time  without  intereft, 
as  is  cuftomary : for  there  are  feveral  fums  of 
money  left  the  Company  fo  to  be  difpofed  of,  for 
the  benefit  of  young  beginners.  My  Matter 
knowing  his  power  in  general,  particularly  pro- 
mifed  to  effect  his  defires,  provided  that  the  young 
man  would  agree  to  lay  out  his  money  when  re- 
ceived with  him  ; telling  him,  he  would  ufe  him 
well  therein  : but  whether  he  did  or  no,  you  may 
guefs,  for  he  kept  not  open  fhop  above  fix 
moneths  before  he  broke,  and  is  now  gone  for  a 
Souldier,  and  the  Company  in  general  likely  to 
loofe  the  money.  This,  replied  I,  is  one  of  the 
worft  a6ts  I have  yet  heard  of,  if  it  were  inten- 
tionally done,  for  it  is  an  abufe  of  the  Donors 
will ; but  I fee  it  is  not  material  with  fome  men, 
if  they  get  money,  how  they  come  by  it  : but 
I pray,  let  me  hear  the  reft  of  your  ftory.  That 
you  fhall,  faid  the  Bookfeller,  but  firft  let  us 
drink  ; which  he  having  done,  and  I pledged, 
he  proceeded,  as  you  may  hear  in  this  following 
Chapter. 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 


The  Book-fellers  Prentice  having  dif covered  his 
Majlers  way  of  Cheating,  now  dijcovers  his 
own. 

Hus,  faid  the  Bookfeller,  have  I given  you  a 


fummary  account  of  the  mofl  part  of  my 
Matters  dealing,  and  the  main  way  how  he  gain- 
ed his  Eftate  ; for  at  this  time  he  hath  a fhop  very 
well  furnifhed  with  all  forts  of  bound  Books,  and 
two  or  three  Warehoufes  full  of  Books  in  quires  ; 
he  hath  above  1000  /.  owing  him  by  Country- 
Chapmen  ; fome  Eftate  he  hath  in  Land  and 
Houfes,  and  a very  good  Stock  in  the  Hall,  and 
all  this  is  acquired  in  fix  years  time  out  of  no- 
thing ; and  in  this  account  of  my  Matters  deal- 
ing, I have  acquainted  you  with  the  greateft 
myfteries  of  our  Trade  : but,  faid  I to  him,  I muft 
confefs  you  have  told  me  thofe  things  I was  not 
only  ignorant  of,  but  what  I could  not  have 
believed  could  have  been  done,  and  fo  great  an 
Eftate  could  have  been  gained  by  the  bookfelling 
Trade,  efpecially  from  fo  fmall  a beginning  as 
an  ABC:  but  all  this  while  the  myftery  is  not 
difclofed  ; for  though  you  have  told  me  how  your 
Matter  gets  money,  yet  I hear  nothing  of  your 
gains,  neither  indeed  can  I as  yet  conjecture  how 
you  fhould  be  furnifhed  with  money  ; for  I fup- 
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pofe  you  keep  an  account  of  what  you  receive  and 
pay,  and  that  your  Matter  takes  care  to  look  into 
his  accounts,  that  no  great  matter  can  be  gained 
that  way.  ’Tis  very  true,  replied  the  Bookfeller, 
he  does  fo  ; and  as  he  is  of  a falfe  knavifh  temper 
himfelf,  fo  he  is  fufpitious  of  me,  and  very  vigi- 
lant and  watchful  over  me  : but  do  you  think, 
that  I who  have  obferved  all  his  ways  and  crafty 
dealing,  cannot  find  a way  to  be  even  with  him, 
and  put  money  into  my  own  pocket  ? and  indeed 
he  does  allow  of  my  knavery  and  craftinefs  in 
over-reaching  of  others  ; for  he  in  general  is 
accounted  the  fitteft  fervant  of  our  Trade,  that 
can  out-wit  and  over-reach  his  brother-Bookfeller; 
for  it  is  not  fo  much  our  keeping  Shop,  and 
felling  a few  Books  to  Scholars,  Parfons,  Gen- 
tlemen, nor  fending  to  Country-Chapmen,  for 
in  that  we  ufe  a conftant  price,  and  there  is 
not  much  wit  or  craft  to  be  ufed  therein  ; but 
the  craftieft  part  of  our  profeffion  confifteth  in 
making  an  Exchange-note  with  other  Book- 
fellers  to  the  beft  advantage ; and  there  is  our 
greateft  prize : for  if  any  of  our  Chapmen  fend 
to  us  for  Books,  fuch  as  we  do  not  print,  and 
fuch  as  we  are  not  at  prefent  furnifhcd  withal, 
then  away  we  go  to  that  Bookfeller  who  is  beft 
furnifhed  with  them,  and  defire  to  make  a Note 
with  him,  which  he  (being  defirous  to  fort  him- 
felf with  fome  of  our  Books)  willingly  confents 
to ; then  do  we  commonly  pretend  leaft  ufe  for 
thofe  Books  we  moft  want,  otherwife  we  fhould 
be  fure  to  go  without  them,  unlefs  we  took 
many  of  other  forts,  that  were  little  better  then 
waft  paper ; and  fo  we,  by  telling  our  brother 
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Bookfeller  that  of  fuch  a Book  they  are  almoft 
gone,  and  the  like,  we  put  off  the  greateft 
number  of  our  worft  Books,  and  the  feweft  of 
our  beft  ; and  being  indifferent  of  taking  any 
quantity  of  thofe  we  moft  need,  we  commonly 
have  moft  put  upon  us  ; and  fo  are  furnifhed  with 
what  we  defire  : and  in  this  way  of  exchanging 
Books  for  Books,  we  have  the  moft  occafion  of 
exercifing  our  wits,  and  many  times  receive  com- 
mendations from  our  Matters  for  fo  doing  ; and 
when  we  meet  with  one  another,  the  bufinefs 
being  over,  triumph  over  thofe  we  have  thus 
outwitted. 

This  bufinefs  of  Exchanging  brings  us  Pren- 
tices acquainted  with  each  other  more  then  any 
thing  elfe,  for  that  this  matter  is  commonly  left 
to  our  management ; and  on  this  acquaintance 
depends  the  greateft  part  of  our  profit : for  though 
we  can  fometimes  when  we  take  money  in  the 
Shop  put  up  half  a Crown  or  a Crown  for  a Book 
that  our  Matter  knows  not  of,  yet  that  is  but 
feldome,  and  little  Money  is  given  us,  unlefs  it 
be  by  the  better  fort  of  Cuftomers,  whofe  Books 
we  carry  home,  and  then  perhaps  we  may  have 
a Chilling-  or  two  beftowed  on  us  ; but  this  is 
nothing  in  refpefil  of  our  other  profit,  which  I fhall 
now  tell  you  of. 

We  trading  for  a great  deal  to  Chapmen  into 
the  Country,  do  print  very  much,  and  fome- 
times one  Book  is  printed  very  often,  and  a 
number  of  25  or  50  cannot  be  fo  difcovered : 
fometimes  we  are  in  fee  with  the  Printer,  pro- 
cure him  to  print  fuch  a number  over  for  us, 
which  he  confents  to,  that  he  may  do  as  many 
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for  himfelf : and  then  for  the  manner  of  our  fel- 
ling of  them,  it  is  by  Combination,  Confederacy, 
and  Correfpondency,  which  fome  of  us  Appren- 
tices have  with  each  other  ; for  we  have  our 
Warehoufe  as  well  as  our  Matter,  and  are  fur- 
nifhed  with  much  variety  ; every  one  of  the  Com- 
bination bringing  fome  quantity  to  this  joynt- 
Stock,  of  what  his  Matter  printeth  ; and  then  as 
occafion  terveth  we  furnifh  each  other  : but  the 
chiefeft  way  of  making  money  of  thefe,  is  by 
three  or  four  young  Bookfellers,  who  being  newly 
fet  up  do  buy  them  of  us,  it  may  be  two  pence 
in  the  thilling  cheaper  then  they  can  buy  them 
of  our  Matters : we  have  ready  money,  or  at  fur- 
theft  when  they  have  fold  them  ; and  to  this  end 
we  have  commonly  one  of  thefe  Bookfellers  in 
every  confiderable  place  of  Trading  about  Town, 
and  fometimes  we  employ  a rambling  Bookfeller 
to  go  a Birding,  and  offer  them  at  places,  and 
oftentimes  our  Matters  buy  fome  of  their  own 
Books  of  this  Ubiquitarian-Bookfeller ; and  one 
or  two  being  intrufted  with  management  of  the 
Stock,  gives  account  to  all  the  reft ; and  fo  we 
divide  the  profit ; at  other  times  we  being  em- 
ployed by  our  Mailers  to  get  in  Books  for  our 
Country-Chapmen,  we  inform  them  that  the  Book 
being  out  of  print  we  cannot  have  it  without 
ready  money,  and  then  we  being  ordered  to  get 
them,  (for  our  Cuflomers  mutt  be  ferved)  we  have 
them  out  of  our  own  Stock,  and  put  the  ready 
money  into  our  pockets.  Sometimes  I have 
gotten  fourty  or  fifty  th filings  by  being  partners 
with  one  of  the  young  Bookfellers  in  printing  a 
Pamphlet ; and  if  it  be  an  unlicenfed  thing,  we 
fell  them  privately  to  Cuflomers  in  the  Shop  • if 
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a factious  thing,  we  have  our  fa6tious  Cuftomers  ; 
if  obfcene  or  wanton,  we  accordingly  are  provided 
with  thofe  that  buy  them  : and  thus  with  thefe 
ways,  and  fome  others  which  are  too  long  to  re- 
late at  this  time,  I can  make  a fhift  to  fpend 
fourty  or  fifty  pound  a year,  to  keep  my  fuit  of 
private  cloaths,  and  to  allow  my  Wench  eight 
(hillings  a week,  to  whom  I conftantly  pay  that 
Portion  ; and  I think  my  fhare  of  the  Stock  at 
prefent  may  amount  to  fourty  pound.  And  thus 
you  fee,  that  though  fo  many  thoufands  go  through 
the  Scriveners  hands,  and  fo  few  through  mine, 
yet  I can  make  a fhift  to  get  fome  money  out  of 
our  paper,  as  well  as  he  out  of  his  parchment ; 
and  I doubt  not,  but  when  I come  out  of  my 
time,  to  do  as  well  as  the  bed  of  our  trade ; for 
having  learnt  fo  much  in  this  Art,  I queftion  not 
but  I (hall  put  it  in  pradtice  to  my  advantage. 

Thus  did  he  put  an  end  to  his  Difcourfe  ; and 
drinking  a Pot  or  two  more  of  Beer,  having  had 
fome  other  merry  difcourfe  about  the  Scriveners 
Wench,  and  fuch  like  other  matters,  we  parted  ; 
he,  to  go  meet  with  fome  of  his  brother  Book- 
fellers,  to  take  account  of  their  private  Stock  ; 
and  I,  to  my  Matters  about  my  ordinary  I mploy- 
ments,  (till  ruminating  in  my  mind  of  all  the  paf- 
fages  that  thefe  two  Blades  the  Scrivener  and 
Bookfeller  had  related  to  me ; and  from  thence 
did  conclude,  that  I fhould  find  all  the  reft  of 
our  Clubbing-brethren  ftored  with  the  fame  Dif- 
courfes  ; and  now  I meditated  on  nothing  more 
then  how  I might  get  money  enough,  for  that 
was  the  only  thing  that  made  crooked  things 
ftraight  ; and  if  a man  have  enough  of  that,  he 
may  defie  all  men.  It  can  make  knees  bow,  and 
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tongues  fpeak  againft  the  native  genius  of  the 
groaning  heart ; it  fupples  more  then  oyl  or  fo- 
mentations, and  can  ftififen  beyond  the  Summers 
Sun,  or  the  Winters  white-bearded  cold.  In  this 
we  differ  from  the  ancient  Heathen  ; they  made 
Jupiter  their  chief  God,  and  we  have  crowned 
Pluto.  He  is  Mafter  of  the  Mufcs , and  can|  buy 
their  Voyce  ; the  Graces  wait  on  him,  Mercury  is 
his  Meffenger,  Mars  comes  to  him  for  pay,  Venus 
is  his  proftitute ; he  can  make  Vejla  break  her 
vow,  he  can  have  Bacchus  be  merry  with  him, 
and  Ceres  feaft  him  when  he  lifts  ; he  is  the  Tick 
mans  AEfcidapius,  and  the  Pallas  of  an  empty 
brain ; nor  can  Cupid  caufe  Love,  but  by  his 
Golden-headed  Arrow.  Money  is  a general  man, 
and  without  doubt  excellently  parted : Petronius 
defcribes  his  Qualities. 


Quifquis  habet  numtnos ,_ fecura  naviget  aura  : 
Fortunamque  fuo  temperet  arbitrio. 

Vxorem  ducat  Danaen , ipf unique  licebit 
A erifium  jubeat  credere  quod  Danaen  : 
Carmina  componat , declamat , concrepat,  omnes 
Etperagat  Caufas,fitque  Catone prior. 
Jurifconfultusyparet , non  par et : habeto  ; 

A tque  ejlo , quicquid  Servius  aui  Labeo 
Multo  loquar : quidvis  nummis prcefentibus  opta, 
El veniet : claufum poffidet  Area  Jovem. 


The  Monyed-man  can  fafelyfayl  all  Seas, 

A nd  make  his  fortune  as  himfelf Jhall pleafe : 
He  can  wed  Danae,  and  command  that  now 
Acrifius  felf  that  fatal  Match  allow : 
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He  can  declame , chide,  cenfure,  Verfes  write, 

A nd do  all  things  better  then  Cato  might. 

He  knows  the  Law,  and  rides  it,  hath  and  is 
Whole  Servius,  and  what  Labeo  coidd poffefs. 

In  brief,  let  rich  men  wifh  whatfoere  they  love, 

’ T will  come,  they  in  a lock'd  Cheft  keep  a J ove. 

And  to  conclude,  as  it  commands  Gods  and 
Goddeffes,  fo  all  forts  of  men  and  women  are 
obedient  to  him  that  has  the  command  of  this 
God  Money  ; and  therefore  I was  refolved  to  put 
in  for  a fhare  of  it. 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

The  Relatcr  with  the  Scrivener  and  Bookfeller  and 
their  Wenches  being  merry  in  a Tavern , fall  ont 
with  other  Company , and  are fent  by  an Alderman 
to  the  Counter.  The  Relatcr  in  revenge  cheats  the 
Alderman  of his  Scarlet  Gown,  which  is  converted 
into  Petticoats  for  the  three  Wenches. 

I Having  thus  gained  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  all  thefe  my  Brother-Clubbers,  did  fet 
forth  my  own  good  parts  ; and  they  having  been 
open  with  me  in  the  difeovery  of  their  manner 
of  living,  and  how  they  furnifhed  themfelves 
with  money  even  to  fuperfluity,  I was  as  free  to 
them  in  relating  many  aftions  of  my  forepaffed 
life  ; by  which  means  they  found  me  the  more  fit 
for  their  fociety : and  I having  paffed  through 
variety  of  conditions,  as  having  been  of  feveral 
Trades,  and  informing  them  of  feveral  myfterious 
Cheats  which  I had  performed  in  them,  they  all 
took  a very  great  liking  to  me ; but  there  was 
none  whom  I fo  much  affe6ted  as  the  Scrivener 
and  Bookfeller,  becaufe  I found  them  the  beft 
ftored  with  money;  and  I often  accompanied  them 
to  their  Wenches,  where  we  had  extraordinary 
Treatments,  and  fuch  Company  as  exceeded  all 
the  reft ; for  I had  my  lafs  as  well  as  they  ; and 
though  I paid  nothing  of  the  reckoning,  yet  my 
Wench  was  often  as  well  provided  for  as  theirs  ; 
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for  I furnifhed  her  with  Cloaths  equal  to  any  of 
them,  and  then  the  lefs  money  ferved  the  turn. 
We  three  being  one  night  at  a Tavern  with  our 
W enches,  where  we  paffed  a Winters  evening  in 
their  pleafing  fociety,  our  fpirits  being  raifed 
with  wine,  and  the  harmony  of  Mufick  joyned  to 
our  Ladies  voyces,  in  which  they  all  three  were 
very  excellent ; It  happened  that  their  harmony 
begot  a defire  in  the  people  in  the  next  Room  to 
be  attentive  to  our  Mufick  : the  Scrivener  defiring 
his  Lady  to  fing  a particular  new  Song  alone,  file 
contented  thereunto,  and  performed  it  very  well, 
with  good  applaufe  : one  perfon  in  the  next  room, 
who  had  given  attention  thereto,  and  had  lately 
been  in  company  with  the  Singer,  knowing  her 
Voyce,  was  refolved  by  one  means  or  other  to  fee 
and  drink  with  her  ; and  thereupon  leaving  his 
Company,  he  came  into  our  Room,  and  civilly 
asking  leave,  faluted  the  Ladies,  and  took  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Scriveners  Miftrefs:  fhe  being 
fomewhat  difpleafed  thereat,  in  fhort  time  took 
occafion  to  tell  her  friend  the  Scrivener  that  fhe 
was  much  troubled  at  this  accident,  and  defired 
his  favourable  interpretation  of  this  a6lion,  for 
flie  affured  him,  fhe  only  knew  this  perfon  as  a 
retainer  to  the  houfe  where  fhe  lodged,  he  coming 
to  another  Lady  there,  and  not  to  her  ; and 
withal  flie  defired  him,  if  he  thought  fit,  to  affront 
and  chaftife  him  for  this  his  unmannerly  intru- 
fion.  Herfriend  the  Scrivener  being  thus  informed 
by  his  Lady,  called  me  and  the  Bookfeller  on  one 
fide,  and  acquainted  us  with  the  matter  ; fo  that 
we  fuddenly  refolved  to  rid  ourfelves  of  this  bold 
intruder  : when  we  returned  to  the  fire  where  we 
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left  our  unwelcome  gueft  and  the  women,  we 
found  him  toying  with  them,  and  a little  more 
bold  then  either  they  or  we  were  willing  to  per- 
mit and  allow  of ; wherefore  we  gave  him  fome 
angry  words,  which  he  being  a bluff  fellow  re- 
torted, and  we  driving  to  force  him  out  of  the 
Room,  he  fingle  as  he  was  fet  upon  us  all,  to  the 
great  afifrightment  of  the  Women,  who  now  be- 
ginning to  fqueak  out,  our  noife  occafioned  the 
reft  of  our  guefts  Companions  who  were  in  the 
next  Room  to  come  into  ours,  and  there  feeing 
their  Friend  fet  on  by  us  three,  which  indeed 
being  odds,  they  fell  on  us  to  his  affiftance  : 
many  blows  were  not  enterchanged,  before  the 
Matter  of  the  houfe  and  others  (being  called  by 
the  noife  we  made,  and  the  clamours  of  the 
women)  entred  the  Room  ; but  all  they  could 
do,  could  not  part  us,  fo  eager  we  were  in  de- 
fending, as  we  thought,  the  honour  of  our  Ladies  ; 
fo  that  the  Conftable  was  fent  for,  and  we  all 
feized  on  ; but  refuting  to  be  obedient,  he  forth- 
with caufed  us  to  be  conduced  to  the  Juftices, 
who  was  an  Alderman  that  lived  not  far  off ; we 
being  brought  before  his  Worfhip,  being  as  yet 
hot  as  well  with  Wine  as  anger,  could  not  agree 
in  our  ftory,  nor  the  occafion  of  our  quarrel ; but 
glad  we  were  when  we  faw  that  our  Ladies  had 
flipt  away,  as  indeed  it  was  but  time  (for  had 
they  gone  with  us,  I doubt  Bridewel  would  have 
been  their  lodging,  and  they  fhould  have  had 
rapping  cheer.)  They  having  thus  made  their 
efcapes  who  were  the  caufe  of  our  difference,  and 
we  every  one  contradi6ling  each  other  in  our  Dif- 
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courfes,  the  Alderman  made  no  more  ado,  but 
fent  us  all  to  the  Counter,  both  Plaintiffs  and 
Defendants  : by  fuch  time  as  we  were  well  fettled 
in  our  Quarters,  and  had  paid  our  Garnifhes,  we 
all  confiderjng  the  matter,  and  at  length  con- 
verting with  our  Adverfaries,  put  our  quarrel- 
fome  bufinefs  in  a fair  way  to  be  ended  ; for  the 
occafion  being  a Whore,  we  all  agreed  upon  one 
tale  to  tell  the  Alderman  next  morning  ; when 
being  brought  before  him,  and  he  finding  then 
no  difference  between  us,  fuppofing  that  it  was 
only  a drunken  quarrel,  was  at  length  perfwaded 
to  releafe  us ; but  before  we  went,  he  forced  us 
to  pay  our  fees,  and  likewife  fome  money  to  the 
poor  for  being  drunk ; all  which  we  made  a 
fhift  to  do,  by  borrowing  of  one  another,  and  ft> 
we  were  difcharged. 

Thus  was  this  bufinefs  overpaffed  : but  though 
we  made  a fhift  to  hide  it  from  our  Matters,  pre- 
tending fome  of  our  wonted  excufes,  yet  the  reft 
of  the  Brethren  of  the  Club  were  acquainted  with 
it,  and  we  were  foundly  laught  at,  and  our  Wenches 
applauded  for  their  wit  in  making  their  timely 
efcape,  or  elfe  it  would  have  fared  worfe  with  us 
as  well  as  them,  and  our  bufinefs  mutt  have  come 
to  our  Matters  ears. 

This  difgrace  ttuck  upon  us  a great  while,  for 
our  Companions  would  often  ask  us,  when  we 
would  go  and  vifit  Matter  Alderman  again : where- 
fore I bethought  my  felf  of  a trick  how  to  be  re- 
venged of  the  Alderman,  and  thereby  caufe  the 
Difcourfe  to  ceafe  : I often  going  by  the  Aider- 
mans  houfc,  faw  him  ftanding  at  his  door,  and 
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he  had  a common  cuftome  every  afternoon  to 
ftand  or  fit  there  three  or  four  hours  together.  I 
waiting  my  opportunity,  went  to  the  Alderman, 
and  asked  if  his  Maid-fervant  was  within : which 
of  them,  faid  he,  Nan  or  Suzan  ? Suzan,  quoth  I: 
yes,  faid  the  Alderman,  What  is  your  bufinefs 
with  her?  May  it  pleafe  your  Worfhip,  faid  I,  I 
was  fent  hither  to  take  meafure  of  her  for  fome 
new  cloaths:  What  then  thou  art  a Taylor,  faid 
he  ; I replied,  yes,  and  fo  he  fent  me  in.  I being 
acquainted  with  the  Maids  name  (and  feeing  the 
Alderman  engaged  at  the  door,  ftill  talking  with 
another  perfon)  asked  for  Suzan  : when  fhe  came 
to  me,  I told  her,  that  her  M after  fent  me  in  to 
her,  and  wifhed  me  to  ask  for  his  Skarlet  Gown, 
to  mend  it  againft  a feafting-day  then  approach- 
ing : fhe  knowing  her  Matter  was  at  the  door,  and 
beleeving  my  ftory,  went  for  it  (I  in  the  mean 
time  watching  whether  the  Alderman  ftill  con- 
tinued at  the  door,  for  if  I had  feen  him  comming 
in,  I would  have  made  my  excufes  and  depart) 
but  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  the  Maid  came 
and  gave  me  the  Gown,  and  went  about  her 
other  bufinefs  : I wrapping  it  up  under  my  cloak, 
went  again  to  the  door  where  Matter  Alderman 
was  fitting,  who  asked  me,  whether  I had  taken 
meafure  of  his  Maid  ; I told  him,  yes  : What  al- 
ready ? faid  he.  Yes,  and  pleafe  your  Worfhip  : 
then  thou  haft  made  hafte,  faid  he  ; make  her 
Clothes  handfome,  fhe’s  a good  Wench,  and 
make  hafte  with  them  too,  and  let  me  fee  that  you 
work  well,  and  thou  mayft  do  fome  work  for 
me,  and  in  time  thou  mayft  have  good  of  the 
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Wench.  I (being  troubled  with  Matter  Aldermans 
large  difcourfe)  only  replied,  I fhall,  if  it  pleafe 
your  Worth  ip  ; and  fo  left  him,  and  went  my  ways 
to  the  next  Alehoufe,  where  I applauded  my  felf 
for  my  fo  happy  contrivance,  and  fafe  deliver- 
ance from  Matter  Aldermans  impertinences. 

After  a little  ftay  in  this  Alehoufe,  and  night 
coming  on,  I being  thus  fraughted  with  this  rich 
Cargo,  failed  to  the  Tavern  where  we  ufed  to 
meet,  and  the  Gown  being  wrapt  up  in  a cloth, 
I delivered  to  the  Drawer  to  lay  up,  and  went 
up  into  a Room,  where  calling  for  a faggot  and 
pint  of  Wine,  I had  not  ftaid  long  ere  fome  of 
our  Club  came,  and  in  fhort  time  all  the  reft ; we 
fell  to  merry-making,  and  in  our  jollity  fome  of 
our  Company  nofed  us  with  Mafter  Alderman  : 
well,  faid  I,  I fuppofe  that  jobb  might  coft  us 
twenty  fhillings  a piece,  and  though  Mafter  Aider- 
man  might  put  the  moft  part  of  it  into  his  pocket ; 
yet  how  fay  you,  if  I can  propound  a way  how 
to  be  revenged  on  him  ? My  two  Companions, 
the  Scrivener  and  the  Bookfeller,  told  me,  if  I 
could  do  it,  they  would  give  me  twenty  fhillings 
a piece ; a match,  faid  I,  ITe  be  judg’d  by  the 
Company : and  thereupon  I told  them  the  ftory, 
and  how  I had  cheated  Mafter  Alderman  of  his 
Skarlet-Gown  ; and  to  make  good  my  word, 
caufed  it  to  be  brought  up,  and  fhew’d  before 
them  : veiy  well  pleafed  was  the  Scrivener  and 
Bookfeller,  and  all  the  reft  amazed  at  the  bold- 
nefs  of  my  adventure,  which  was  by  all  applaud- 
ed for  a great  piece  of  wit,  and  my  money  was 
by  them  accordingly  paid  me  ; then  after  a cup 
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or  two  of  Wine,  confideration  was  had,  what 
fhould  be  done  with  the  Gown,  and  how  it  fhould 
be  difpofed  of,  for  we  all  knew  it  was  hazardous 
and  dangerous  to  difpofe  of  it  as  it  was  : fo  after 
many  propofitions  and  confultations,  it  was  at 
length  generally  agreed  on,  that  I fhould  cut  it 
in  pieces,  and  out  of  Matter  Aldermans  Gown  I 
fhould  make  three  Petticoats,  which  fhould  be 
beftowed  on  our  three  Madonas  ; and  this  ad- 
judged very  fit  and  equitable,  that  they  having 
endured  part  of  the  brunt,  fhould  receive  the 
whole  prize : this  I affented  to  ; and  the  Scri- 
vener and  Bookfeller,  in  regard  the  Gown  was 
mine,  gave  me  each  of  them  twenty  fhillings  a 
piece  more,  for  their  fhare  of  the  cloath  ; and 
alfo  they  between  them  furnifht  me  with  a rich 
gold  and  filver  Lace,  to  be  put  upon  my  Ladies 
Petticoat,  equal  and  alike  to  that  which  was  put 
on  theirs  : and  this  was  an  end  of  the  adventure 
w'ith  Mafter  Alderman,  of  whom  we  never  en- 
quired how  he  and  his  maid  Suzan  agreed  about 
the  Gown. 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 

The  Relater  and  feveral  others  of  the  Clubbing- 
Pr entices  affifl  the  Drugfter  in  putting  off  of fome 
of  his  Commodities  ; he  gives  them  gratuities , 
and  relates  a notable  Cheat  by  his  MaJler  put 
upon  an  Iron-monger. 


IN  this  manner  did  we  fpend  our  time  ; and 
though  our  Matters  gained  more  money,  and 
dayly  increafed  their  Eftates,  yet  we  enjoyed  the 
greater  pleafure  in  each  others  fociety : and  now 
we  being  all  acquainted  with  one  anothers  ways, 
affifted  each  other  in  all  things,  and  there  was  no 
want  for  ourfelves  or  Wenches,  who  were  often 
at  our  meetings,  and  affifted  in  our  mirth. 

I remember  one  evening,  a young  man,  a 
Drugfter,  who  was  one  of  our  Club,  told  us  that 
we  muft  all  of  us  affift  him  in  a matter  he  was 
about,  and  he  fhould  not  only  gain  a good  opini- 
on of  his  Matter,  but  we  fhould  have  a Piece  or 
two  to  fpend ; we  hearing  there  was  conveni- 
ence and  profit,  agreed  together,  foon  content- 
ed to  do  our  utmoft,  and  therefore  defired  him 
to  acquaint  us  with  the  matter  : he  thereupon 
told  us,  that  his  Matter  had  lately  bought  a par- 
cel of  Drugs  of  two  or  three  forts,  which  did 
coft  him  about  1000/.  in  hopes  of  great  gain,  for 
they  were  at  double  the  price  that  he  would  af- 
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ford  his  at ; but  they  being  too  much  for  one 
mans  fale,  he  offered  to  fell  good  part  of  them 
to  fome  of  the  Trade  ; but  they  refufed  to  buy, 
unlefs  they  might  have  them  cheaper  then  he 
was  willing  to  afford  them,  pretending  that  they 
had  no  need  of  that  Commodity,  being  fuffici- 
ently  furnifhed  with  the  fame ; although  we 
were  very  certain  that  they  could  have  none  of 
it,  there  being  none  to  be  had  in  all  London , till 
of  late  my  Matter  bought  this  parcel  that  came 
from  beyond  Sea:  Now  my  M after  being  defi- 
rous  to  fell  his  Commodity,  hath  confidered  of 
a way  how  to  make  his  brother-Drugfters  come 
to  him,  and  pray  him  to  fell  it  to  them  at  his 
price ; that  way  is  thus : 

He  hath  defired  me  to  get  fome  of  my  ac- 
quaintance to  go  to  moft  of  the  Drugfters  in  and 
about  London , and  pretending  to  be  Apotheca- 
ries and  others  that  need  thofe  Commodities,  to 
enquire  for  them,  and  befpeak  quantities  there- 
of; and  then  he  knows,  that  not  being  able 
of  themfelves  to  furnifh  them,  they  will  repair 
to  him,  and  give  him  his  price.  Oh  ! faid  the 
Bookfeller,  have  you  learned  that  trick  ? I am 
very  well  acquainted  with  this  manner  of  trade  ; 
for  we  commonly  ufe  this  flight  to  fell  our 
Books  : for  when  we  have  printed  a Book  that 
we  doubt  will  not  fell  without  preferring,  and 
more  ado  than  ordinary,  then  we  not  onely  Ti- 
tle it  upon  Tofts,  put  it  into  News-books,  and 
ufe  feveral  other  ways  to  make  it  famous  ; but 
we  fometimes  fend  feveral  of  our  acquaintance 
and  friends  to  moft  Baokfellers  (hops  to  inquire 
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for  this  new  Book;  and  they  coming  fo  one  after 
another,  at  length  Matter  Bookfeller  is  perfwa- 
ded  to  buy  fome  of  them;  nay,  fometimes,  the 
more  to  encourage  the  Bookfellers  to  buy  fome 
quantities,  we  allow  our  friends  to  lay  out  fome 
moneys  with  them,  and  buy  feveral  of  them  ; 
and  fo  the  Bookfeller  will  commonly,  if  he  fell 
one  or  two,  buy  fix  or  a dozen  ; and  by  this 
means  our  moneys  come  in  again  with  profit. 
Well,  reply’d  the  Drugfter,  this  courfe  muft  we 
take  with  thefe  Drugs,  or  elfe  they  may  prove  a 
very  Drug  to  my  Matter;  for  he  hath  ferved 
fome  of  our  Trade  fo  many  tricks  already, 
that  they  are  very  cautious  how  they  deal  with 
him;  but  this  trick  of  fending  friends  to  ask  for 
a Commodity  he  hath  often  ufed,  neither  did 
he  learn  it  of  the  Bookfeller:  but  there  happen- 
ed an  extraordinary  chance  fometime  fince, 
and  from  that  experience  he  hath  taken  this 
courfe. 

For  there  was  a perfon  who  is  ufed  to  make 
Syringes,  which  Chirurgions  and  others  ufe  to 
fquirt  withal  in  feveral  Diftempers ; and  this 
man  being  out  of  imployment,  made  a great 
quantity  of  them,  and  laid  them  by  him  ; but 
not  knowing  how  to  difpofe  of  them,  he  be- 
thought him  of  this  way  of  fending  fome  friends 
to  inquire  for  them  : and  fo  well  did  he  manage 
his  bufinefs,  that  by  employing  perfons  to  en- 
quire of  Drugfters  and  Apothecaries  for  them, 
he  not  onely  fold  all  he  had  made  by  him, 
but  in  lefs  than  a quarter  of  a year,  he  took  a- 
bove  200 /.  for  this  Commodity : and  this  my 
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Mafter  took  notice  of,  and  I fuppofe  made  a pre- 
fident  of,  and  now  refolves  upon  the  fame  courfe 
to  put  off  his  Drugs  ; wherefore  I defire  your 
utmoft  affiftance  herein,  and  I fhall  when  you 
pleafe  fpend  a Piece  or  two  in  a Collation.  All 
our  Club-fraternity  agreed  on  this,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  be  active  here : and  thus  refolving  on 
our  next  time  of  meeting,  we  parted. 

I for  my  part,  the  next  day  accoutring  my 
felf  in  a Country  Gentile-garb,  went  to  feveral 
Drugfters,  and  asked  for  feveral  Drugs,  whofe 
names  I had  gotten ; but  amongft  all,  I more  ear- 
neftly  defired  a good  quantity  of  thofe  that 
were  to  be  thus  put  off,  telling  them  I was  a 
Country-Apothecary,  and  fhould  call  three  or 
four  days  after  again,  and  lay  out  a confidera- 
ble  fum  of  money  with  them.  I having  done 
this  for  my  part,  and  the  reft  of  our  affociates 
having  been  as  diligent,  we  meeting  three  days 
after  together,  our  Drugfter  told  us,  that  his 
Mafter  had  fold  all  his  Commodities  to  very 
great  profit;  and  therefore,  faid  he,  This  Col- 
lation, and  each  of  you  a Crown  more  to  buy 
Gloves,  is  my  Matters  charge,  and  he  defires  you 
to  accept  thereof ; which  we  accordingly  did, 
being  glad  we  had  done  fo  good  fervice  to  him 
and  his  Mafter. 

I underftanding  by  this,  that  there  were  tricks 
and  cheats  in  this  Trade  as  well  as  others,  was 
defirous  to  be  acquainted  with  the  manner  of 
their  Trading;  and  he  being  but  a Novice,  told 
me,  he  could  not  tell  me  much  of  it,  but  he  was 
very  fenfible  that  there  was  much  knavery  in 
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that  Myftery,  in  mixing  and  fophiflicating  their 
Drugs,  and  getting  the  fpirits  of  fome  of  them 
away,  and  renewing  it  in  others,  as  ferved  to 
their  profit:  and,  purfued  he,  I have  one  trick 
whereby  my  Matter  gets  fome  money  in  a 
year  ; for  it  being  cuftomary  to  give  a Pipe  of 
Tobacco  to  any  one  that  comes  into  the  Shop, 
and  defires  it,  I give  them  of  that  which  is  very 
good  ; and  they  liking  thereof,  and  the  price, 
commonly  buy  of  the  fame,  and  fometimes  a 
quantity,  defiring  it  may  be  ftill  of  the  fame  they 
have  tatted  ; the  which  I promife  to  do,  and  be- 
fore their  eyes  take  it  out  of  the  fame  box ; but 
tlie  knack  of  it  is  this,  it  is  for  all  that  a different 
and  worfer  fort  of  Tobacco ; for  the  Tobacco 
that  I gave  them  as  a tafte,  is  onely  placed  in 
one  corner  of  the  box  for  that  purpofe,  and  fo 
it  goes  off,  as  if  it  were  all  of  the  fame ; and  fome- 
times we  put  off  a whole  Roll  of  Tobacco  in  the 
fame  manner:  for  the  outfide-roll  is  of  good 
Spanifh  right,  but  all  the  inner-part  is  Mun- 
dungoes,  worth  a groat  a Cart-load. 

But  this  is  nothing  to  what  ways  my  Mafler 
hath;  and  he  lately  exercifed  his  wits  to  a pretty 
profitable  account,  and  thus  it  was  : My  Ma- 
iler among  other  forts  of  Drugs,  had  bought  a 
quantity  of  Dragons-bloud,  being  pieces  of 
wood,  dipped,  as  is  fuppofed,  or  rather  preten- 
ded, in  Dragons-bloud  ; and  this  is  good  in  Phy- 
fick,  and  for  other  ufes:  this  Commodity  not 
proving  very  good,  my  Mailer  had  a great  de- 
fire  to  put  it  off,  but  could  not  get  any  body  to 
buy  of  it:  he  had  been  not  only  with  Drugfters, 
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but  alfo  with  fome  Iron-mongers  to  fell  it,  for 
they  ufe  it  about  their  Locks,  and  other  Iron- 
work, to  keep  them  from  ruft  ; but  no  perfon 
was  willing  to  deal  with  him  about  it.  My  Maf- 
ter  had  a Neighbour  that  was  an  Iron-monger, 
whom  he  had  a great  defire  to  deal  withal  ; but 
he  being  a wary  young  man,  and  hearing  that 
my  Mafter  was  a fnap,  refufed  all  dealing  with 
him  : and  fome  words  paffed  that  difpleafed  my 
Mafter,  and  therefore  he  refolved  to  be  avenged  ; 
and  thereupon  having  defigned  his  bufmefs,  with 
the  help  of  two  Confederates,  he  thus  puts  it  in 
execution. 

He  gave  a fmall  quantity  of  this  Dragons- 
bloud  to  one  of  his  Confederates,  who  having 
full  inftrudtions,  went  to  the  Iron-mongers 
houfe,  and  feeing  him  Landing  at  the  door,  ask- 
ed him  if  he  wanted  not  fome  of  that  Commo- 
dity, fhewing  the  fame  to  him  : No,  faid  the 
Iron-monger.  I was  informed,  faid  the  man, 
that  you  fometimes  deal  in  it,  and  was  recom- 
mended by  a friend  to  come  to  you  ; and  if  you 
pleafe  to  deal  with  me,  I fhall  ufe  you  very  kind- 
ly. To  this  the  Iron-monger  replyed,  that  he 
needed  not  any  of  it.  But,  faid  the  other,  I fup- 
pofe  you  fell  of  it  to  others  fometimes,  and  may 
therefore  do  me  a courtefie,  and  your  felf  too, 
for  I have  not  a fhop  to  fell  it  in,  and  am  a ftran- 
ger  ; wherefore,  if  you  pleafe,  I fhall  leave  this 
parcel  with  you,  and  you  putting  it  on  your  flail 
may  happen  on  a Cuftomer,  which  if  you  do,  I 
can  furnifh  you  with  more  ; and  thus  you,  with- 
out laying  out  any  money,  may  get  fome  pro- 
fit. The  Iron-monger  hearing  of  this,  and  con- 
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ceiving  the  man  to  be  honefl  and  harmlefs,  con- 
tented to  his  defire,  entertained  the  condition  and 
the  goods,  and  enquired  further  of  the  price  ; the 
man  telling  him  that  he  underftood  it  was  worth 
three  fhillings  per  pound,  but  he  would  willingly 
take  two  fhillings  eight  pence,  becaufe  he  might 
have  profit  ; and  telling  him  that  he  would  call 
on  him  in  a weeks  time  : and  they  at  this  time 
parted. 

And  thus  the  Iron-monger  having  recei- 
ved the  Commodity,  put  fome  of  it  out  every 
day  on  his  ftall,  till  at  length  a man  coming  by, 
and  feeing  that  to  lye  there,  and  the  Mafter  of 
the  fhop  at  the  door,  asked  him  the  price  there- 
of ; the  Iron-monger  told  him  three  fhillings 
per  pound.  The  Cuftomer  defined  to  look  fur- 
ther into  it,  defining  to  know  how  much  he  had 
of  it  : Truely,  faid  the  Iron-monger,  I cannot 
tell,  but  I fuppofe,  if  we  agree,  I can  furnifh 
you  with  a good  quantity.  Why,  faid  the  Cuf- 
tomer, I will  give  you  two  fhillings  eight  pence 
per  pound  for  it,  if  you  have  500  lib.  of  it.  Well, 
faid  the  Iron-monger,  call  here  a day  or  two 
hence,  and  I will  refolve  you,  and  it  is  like  we 
may  deal  together : Thus  at  prefent  they  par- 
ted. But  he  came  again  the  next  day,  and  the 
day  following,  pretending  great  earneflnefs  to 
buy  the  Commodity : in  the  mean  time  the 
Iron-monger  waited  and  watched  narrowly  to 
fee  and  fpeak  with  the  man  that  left  it  there, 
but  could  not  meet  with  him,  for  he  flayed  away 
on  purpofe  ; and  this  Cuftomer  that  came  to  buy 
was  likewife  the  other  of  my  Mafters  Confede- 
rates, and  fent  by  him  for  that  purpofe.  At 
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length  the  Iron-monger  ftanding  at  his  door, 
faw  the  man  who  left  the  Dragons  bloud  paffing 
by  his  door,  and  called  to  him,  and  then  dif- 
courfed  ferioufly  with  him  about  the  matter,  as, 
what  would  be  his  loweft  price,  and  what  quan- 
tity he  had  ? To  both  thefe  Oueftions  he  an- 
fwered,  He  would  take  two  fhillings  fix  pence  ; 
and  the  quantity  he  had  was  500  lib.  The  Iron- 
monger hearing  this,  and  refolving  now  to  deal, 
told  him,  that  he  thought  it  was  too  dear  ; but 
if  he  would  take  two  fhillings  four  pence,  he 
thought  he  might  buy  all  his  quantity.  To  this 
the  Seller  replyed,  That  it  was  too  cheap  ; but 
taking  all,  and  paying  him  ready  mony,  he  would 
do  it.  The  Iron-monger  replyed,  That  ready 
money  was  two  months : but,  faid  he,  If  I deal, 
you  fhall  have  half  down  at  the  delivery,  and 
the  other  half  at  three  months  : to  this  they 
both  agreed.  But  the  Iron-monger  being  cau- 
tious, would  not  at  prefent  fully  conclude,  re- 
ferring the  ending  the  Bargain  to  two  days,  in  the 
mean  time  refolving  to  fee  if  his  Cuftomer  came 
that  was  to  buy  ; and  then  enquiring  the  name 
and  habitation  of  the  Seller,  they  parted. 

Long  had  not  the  Iron-monger  waited,  but 
his  buying  Cuftomer  came  by,  and  as  earneftly 
as  formerly  defired  to  buy  the  Commodity  ; the 
which  now  the  Iron-monger  agreed  to  fell  at 
two  fhillings  eight  pence  per  pound,  and  to  be 
paid  at  weighing  ; and  that  he  might  be  fure  of 
his  Cuftomer,  he  takes  ten  fhillings  in  part  of 
payment,  and  appoints  two  days  thence  to  finifli 
the  bargain.  Thus  did  the  Iron-monger  reckon 
to  gain  500  Groats,  which  is  8 1.  3 s.  4 d.  Be- 
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fides,  he  was  refolved  to  have  all  ready  money, 
and  to  pay  but  half ; but  he  reckoned  without 
his  Hoft,  as  I lhall  prefently  tell  you  : for  the 
Seller  of  the  Dragons-bloud  coming  the  next 
day,  finifhed  his  bargain,  delivered  his  Commo- 
dity, received  his  money,  and  took  a Bill  from 
the  Iron-monger  for  the  moiety  of  his  money 
to  be  paid  in  three  months.  But  now  the  Iron- 
monger had  the  Commodity,  he  might  go  look 
for  a Cuftomer  ; for  he  that  left  the  ten  (hillings 
came  no  more,  and  the  Commodity  lay  (till  on 
his  hands  ; at  which  he  was  fretted,  but  could 
not  help  himfelf. 

My  Mafter  having  thus  managed  this  affair  by 
thefe  two  Confederates,  received  the  mony,  and 
had  the  Bill  affigned  to  him,  giving  both  his  Con- 
federates fomething  for  their  pains. 

He  having  thus  done  the  Iron-monger’s  bufi- 
nefs,  was  not  contented  with  the  profit  alone, 
but  was  refolved  to  vex  him  ; and  therefore 
when  he  paffed  by  his  fliop,  he  asked  him  if  he 
would  buy  any  Dragons-bloud.  No,  faid  the 
other,  I can  fell  you  fome.  I’ll  buy,  faid  my  Maf- 
ter ; but  when  he  faw  it,  and  heard  the  price, 
he  told  him'  No,  he  could  fell  him  as  good  as 
that  for  12  d.  per  pound.  At  this  the  Iron- 
monger was  more  vexed  ; but  not  knowing  how 
to  help  himfelf,  was  forced  to  reft  contented  ; 
at  length  the  three  months  came,  and  then  my 
Mafter  was  refolved  to  fhew  all  his  anger,  and 
vex  the  Iron-monger  more,  and  therefore  went 
himfelf  to  demand  the  money  that  was  due  : the 
Iron-monger  anfwered  him,  that  he  owed  him 
none  : Whereupon  he  produced  his  bill,  and  a 
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Letter  of  Attorney  ; and  then  he  too  late  per- 
ceived how  he  had  been  ferved.  For  my  Mat- 
ter told  him,  that  now  he  would  be  even  with 
him,  for  refuting  to  deal  with  him,  and  abufing 
him.  The  other  faid,  it  was  a cheat,  and  he 
would  make  him  bring  out  the  party  that  bought 
it,  giving  him  ten  fhillings  in  part  of  payment. 
That  fhall  I do  quickly,  faid  my  Matter,  but 
it  will  be  fmall  to  your  gain  : and  then  told  him 
the  name  of  the  man,  and  that  he  was  not  worth 
a farthing,  and  a Prifoner  in  the  Kings-bench. 
At  this  the  Iron-monger  being  much  more  vex- 
ed then  before,  told  my  Mafter  that  he  would 
not  pay  him,  and  bid  him  take  his  courfe ; the 
which  he  did  the  next  morning,  and  arrefting 
him,  foon  brought  the  cafe  to  a tryal,  and  hav- 
ing an  abfolute  bill  for  payment  of  the  money, 
caft  the  Iron-monger  ; who  advifing  with  his 
Lawyers,  went  to  Wejhninjler  for  a Writ  of  Er- 
ror, which  he  gained  : but  when  he  came  back 
with  it,  thinking  to  Hop  Execution,  he  found 
that  he  came  too  late  ; for  my  Mafter  doubting 
fome  fuch  bufinefs,  never  left  till  he  ferved  the 
Execution,  fo  that  when  the  poor  Iron-monger 
came  back  with  his  Writ  of  Error,  he  found 
the  Bayliffs  and  my  Mafter  in  his  fhop,  in  poffef- 
fion  of  his  goods  ; and  he  being  out  of  Moneys 
at  prefent,  was  forced  to  let  my  Mafter  have  all 
his  Dragons-bloud  again  at  twelve  pence  per 
pound,  and  fo  in  that  and  other  Commodities 
paying  his  Debt  and  Charges,  and  giving  each 
other  general  Releafes  (which  my  Mafter  earn- 
eftly  infilled  on,  and  without  which  my  Maf- 
ter would  do  nothing,  the  Iron-monger  being  in 
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a ftrait)  they  made  an  end  of  this  bargain : and 
now  the  Iron-monger,  when  he  came  to  a fecond 
reckoning  of  his  bargain,  found,  that  inftead  of 
getting  8 /.  3 s.  4^.  he  had  loft  33  l.  3 s.  4^.  be- 
fides  all  his  Coft ; and  my  Matter  thus  having 
gained  by  his  Commodity,  fold  it  fince  to  another 
for  one  fliilling  fix  pence  per  pound.  And  this, 
faid  the  Drugfter,  is  but  one  of  my  Matters  ways 
to  get  money. 

This  young  fellow  had  taken  a great  deal  of 
pains  to  difcover  every  particular  of  his  Matters 
late  bargain  : from  what  he  had  related,  I con- 
cluded the  Matter  to  be  a very  cunning  pradti*' 
tioner  in  the  Myfterious  Art  of  Knavery , and 
therefore  I was  defirous  to  be  acquainted  with 
him  ; and  knowing  that  he  was  but  a young 
man  himfelf,  and  alto  defirous  of  acquaintance, 
I found  no  great  difficulty  to  attain  to  my  defires, 
which  I foon  after  accomplifhed,  as  I fhall  relate 
to  you  in  the  next  Chapter. 
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CHAP.  XX. 


The  Relater  and  the  Drugjlers  Majlcr  come  ac- 
quainted,being  concerned  in  Tryals  at  Law : 
their  feveral  Cafes  they  relate  to  each  other. 

MY  Matter  having  much  dealing,  had  many 
Debts  owing  him,  and  he  was  forced  to 
fue  fortie  perfons  to  get  in  his  monies  ; and  I 
having  delivered  a parcel  of  Clothes,  was  fub-poe- 
na’d  to  attend  to  teftifie  the  fame  in  Court,  up- 
on a Tryal  which  my  Matter  was  to  have  with 
his  Debtor.  I attended  the  Court  when  Tryal 
of  the  Caufe  fhould  be  call’d,  feveral  hours  ; and 
there  did  I meet  with  the  young  Drugfter,  who 
was  likewife  waiting  upon  fome  fuch  like  occa- 
fion : we  both  having  leifure,  and  his  fervant 
having  told  him  that  I principally  affifted  in 
putting  off  his  Drugs,  he  to  gratifie  me,  offered 
me  a Pint  of  Wine.  I accepted  his  kindnefs,  and 
to  the  Tavern  we  went,  where  he  again  thank- 
ed me  for  the  courtefie  I had  done  him  ; and 
then  'he  enquired  my  bufinefs  at  the  Court.  I 
told  him,  it  was  upon  a Tryal  of  my  Matters, 
who  fued  one  for  money  for  a fuit  of  Clothes. 
That  is  ftrange,  faid  he,  that  any  fhould  refufe 
to  pay  for  work  when  done.  True,  faid  I,  but 
he  pretends  that  there  is  fomewhat  more  then 
ordinary  in  the  Cafe,  as  indeed  there  is,  if  well 
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underftood  ; and  knowing  you  to  be  ingenious, 
I (hall  relate  it  to  you.  A perfon  had  occafion  to 
have  a fuit  of  Clothes  made,  and  would  not  en- 
truft  my  Matter  to  buy  the  Cloth ; but  having 
enquired  how  much  would  do  the  bufinefs,  my 
Matter  told  him  five  yards  and  a half,  to  make 
a fuit  and  large  coat.  The  other  fuppofing  that 
five  yards  would  do  the  bufinefs,  and  the  half 
yard  be  faved,  bought  but  five;  and  bringing 
it  home,  defired  my  Matter  to  cut  it  out  before 
him  ; and  if  there  wanted  any  more  cloth,  it 
fhould  be  fupplyed.  My  Matter  feeing  himfelf  dif- 
trufted,  was  refolved  to  be  even  with  his  Cufto- 
mer  ; and  to  cutting  of  it  out  he  went : firft,  he 
cut  out  the  Doublet,  and  then  the  Breeches  ; but 
inftead  of  one  pair  of  Breeches,  he  cut  out  two 
pair,  perfwading  the  Cuftomer  that  it  was  but 
one ; and  when  he  came  to  cut  out  the  coat, 
there  was  a great  deal  of  cloth  wanting  ; fo  that 
the  Gentleman  was  forced  to  buy  a yard  more 
of  cloth,  the  which  he  faw  cut  out  likewife  ; and 
though  he  was  cheated  before  his  face,  could  not 
difcover  it ; my  Matter ferving  him  well  enough: 
for  whereas  he  intended  but  to  get  half  a 
yard  of  cloth  by  him,  he  now  faved  a whole 
one. 

The  fuit  was  made  up,  and  the  Gentleman 
wore  it  : but  as  yet  not  being  fully  fatisfied, 
coming  into  company  with  another  Taylor,  he 
asked  how  much  cloth  might  be  in  that  fuit  and 
coat.  The  Taylor  reply ed,  Five  yards  : the  Gen- 
tleman faid  he  bought  fix,  and  faw  it  all  cut  out 
and  put  into  the  clothes.  The  Taylor  wondring 
hereat,  told  him,  that  he  would  make  him  a fuit 
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and  coat  full  as  large  as  that  with  five  yards. 
The  Gentleman  agreed;  and  more  cloth  was 
bought,  delivered  to  the  Taylor,  and  the  fuit 
made  accordingly.  The  Gentleman  not  as  yet 
having  paid  my  Matter  his  bill,  refufed  to  do  it, 
pretending  he  is  cheated,  but  not  knowing  how  ; 
and  this  day  we  are  to  have  a Tryal,  and  I que- 
ftion  not,  but  I who  am  my  Matters  chief  witnefs, 
thall  be  able  to  out  wit  the  other  Matter-Taylor, 
who  is  here  in  Court  ready  to  tettifie  againft  us. 
How  do  you  mean  to  order  your  matters  ? faid 
the  Drugtter.  Truely,  faid  I,  in  one  word,  I will 
make  oath,  that  all  the  Gentlemans  fix  yards  of 
cloth  was  cut  out  and  made  up,  in  Doublet, 
Breeches  and  Coat,  as  indeed  it  was ; but  I do 
not  fay,  how  many  pair  of  Breeches ; and  I fup- 
pofe,  they  not  fufpefting  me,  will  not  be  curious 
in  asking  the  queftion. 

The  Drugfter  was  fo  well  pleafed  in  my  rela- 
tion of  the  ftory,  that  he  told  me  his  Cafe,  which 
faid  he,  is  this.  I have  had  fome  little  misfor- 
tunes in  the  world,  and  people  have  lately  cal- 
led on  me  for  money,  more  than  I could  well 
pay  at  prefent;  and  one  perfon  particularly  has 
been  fo  outragioufly  foolifh,  as  to  fay  that  I was 
a Bankrupt,  and  that  I would  never  pay  him  : 
now  I have  brought  my  A6tion  againft  him  for 
{lander  and  defamation,  and  hope  to  get  fo 
great  damages  againft  him,  as  he  fhall  be  willing 
to  forgive  me  my  debt : and  this  will  be  a good 
leading  Card  to  muzzle  the  mouths  of  the  reft  of 
my  Creditors,  who  indeed  are  fo  civil  as  to  come 
into  Court,  and  teftifie  in  my  behalf. 
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This  Cafe  being  well  managed  (faid  I)  may 
be  very  confiderable  with  you,  and  turn  to  your 
profit  and  credit  both.  Our  Wine  and  Difcourfe 
being  ended,  we  both  went  into  the  Court, 
where  I heard  his  Tryal  fo  well  managed,  as  he 
recovered  200/.  damage:  and  my  Mailer,  with 
my  evidence,  recovered  his  Debt ; and  then 
threatened  to  fue  the  Gentleman  for  defamati- 
on: he  hearing  thereof,  and  feeing  how  great 
damages  were  given  to  one  there  prefent,  upon 
the  fame  account,  prefently  made  his  Compo- 
fition  with  my  Mafter,  and  gave  him  ten  pound 
to  put  up  the  bufinefs.  My  Mafter  gave  me  20s. 
to  fpend,  which  I did  in  Wine  and  good  Com- 
pany ; and  the  Drugfter  having  had  this  fuccefs, 
was  now  more  contented  than  ever,  and  his  cre- 
dit grew  high  in  the  City,  fo  that  he  was  in- 
trufted  with  fome  thoufands  ; but  he  and  I being 
after  that  very  intimate,  I perfwaded  him  at  a 
convenient  time  to  give  me  an  account  of  his 
life  and  a6tions;  I having  formerly  told  him  of 
many  of  mine.  We  being  planted  at  a Tavern, 
and  no  perfon  to  interrupt  us,  he  began  as  fol- 
loweth. 
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CHAP.  XXVIII. 

The  Drugfter  in  relating  his  Life,  dif covers  feve- 
ral  Cheats  which  he  performed  under  the  Cloak 
of  Religion;  as  alfo  how  he  cheated  his  M after s 
Sifter  of  her  Maiden-head  and  Eftate;  and  fe- 
veral  Cheats  in  Smuckling. 

T Hough  the  whole  courfe  of  my  Life,  from 
my  Infancy  to  this  time,  hath  been  a con- 
tinued piece  of  Knavery , I having  been  of  many 
Trades,  and  moft  Faftions  in  Religion,  in  which 
I have  always  been  a very  great  ftickler : yet  I 
fhall  not  give  you  any  account  of  my  minority, 
omitting  all  my  actions  till  I came  to  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  I had  gained  fome 
experience  in  the  world,  and  had  learned  how 
to  play  my  Cards  to  the  beft  advantage. 

I ferved  an  Apprentifhip  with  a Mafter,  whofe 
whole  Family,  confifting  cf  himfelf,  Wife,  Sifter, 
and  four  Servants,  was  an  abfolute  Compen- 
dium of  moft  Religious  Faftions  then  pra6tifed 
in  England:  He  himfelf  was  a ftri£t  rigid  Pref- 
byterian ; his  Wife,  a Ranter  ; his  Sifter,  an  A- 
nabaptift;  three  of  the  Servants  Independants, 
but  of  feveral  Churches  and  Perfwafions;  and  I, 
though  an  Indcpendant,  being  of  all  Religions, 
yet  was  of  none  at  all,  that  gave  them  all  the 
hearing ; and  with  my  Mafter  was  a Presbyteri- 
an, and  would  ordinarily  accompany  him  in  his 
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long-winded  prayers,  which  being  filled  with 
tautologies  and  nonfence,  he  efteemed,  and  of- 
ten ufed,  believing  himfelf  to  be  affifted  with  a 
Divine  Spirit.  Many  abfurdities  he  committed 
in  his  Devotion,  as  praying  for  the  Reformati- 
on of  his  Family,  and  pointing  out  a time  when 
he  fhould  or  would  have  a return  of  his  Prayers, 
at  which  time  he  would  charge  Providence  with 
the  fault;  he  haying  ftri&ly  obferved  all  the 
Commandments,  in  Falling,  Praying,  relieving 
the  Brethren,  and  performing  all  other  Duties 
which  Sir  John  his  Ghoftly  father  had  impofed 
on  him.  He  would  often  recount  the  particular 
enormities  of  his  Wife  and  Family,  and  how 
flie  lay  out  from  him  three  nights  together  in  a 
week,  and  where  fhe  was;  and  would  earneftly 
piay  for,  either  her  converfion  or  confufion. 
Many  other  impertinencies  would  he  commit, 
which  would  be  too  tedious  to  me  to  recount : 
but  in  general,  I found  his  zeal  to  be  a weaknefs 
in  his  brain,  and  he  was  continually  led  about 
as  Sir  John  Presbyter  dire6led. 

My  Miftrefs  was  likewife  led  about  by  thofe 
of  her  Gang,  which  were  abfolute  Libertines,  af- 
fording themfelves  all  manner  of  pleafure,  and 
denying  themfelves  the  injoyment  of  nothing 
they  could  purchafe ; and  fhe  would  pretend 
Religion  in  all  her  frollicks  : for  fhe  would  fay, 
That  no  fin  was  imputed  to  the  Saints ; and  indeed 
it  was  no  fin,  unlefs  fhe  her  felf  thought  it  fo. 
That  fhe,  or  any  other  Sifter,  might  lie  with  ano- 
ther Brother,  was  accounted  a general  maxime 
amongft  them,  efpecially  if  they  chofe  their  time 
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when  their  Husbands  are  afleep,  which  they  ter- 
med to  be  dead,  and  therefore  might  then  do  it 
without  breach  of  any  Commandment.  She 
would  be  very  coftly  both  in  her  Apparel  and  diets 
alleadging,  that  it  was  not  fit,  that  the  Body 
which  was  a /acred  Temple,  fhould  be  courfly 
either  clothed  or  fed.  I had  a great  mind  to 
have  been  of  her  Religion,  becaufe  there  was  fo 
much  freedom  and  enjoyments  therein  ; but  my 
Mafter  kept  me  in  a little  too  ftridtly  ; and  my 
Miftrefs  keeping  company  witW  the  High- boys, 
flighted  the  tender  of  my  fervice.  Thus  having 
failed  in  this  attempt,  I made  my  way  to  my  Mif- 
treffes  Sifter,  who  was  an  Anabaptift  J the  I often 
waited  on  by  my  Miftreffes  commands,  and  at 
length  was  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  Brethren 
in  the  Conventicle,  whereof  fhe  was  a Sifter  ; I 
profeffed  a great  deal  of  zeal  for  that  way,  and 
my  Mafter  often  inftrudted  me  in  Scripture,  I 
foon  from  a proficient  became  a Preacher,  and 
was  of  great  eminency  amongft  them. 

Thus  did  I fpend  my  time  till  my  Appren- 
ticefhip  was  out,  and  I was  a freeman  ; and  then 
did  I begin  to  look  about  me,  to  fee  what  I 
might  get  for  my  felf  : for  I had  never  undertaken 
this  courfe  of  Teaching,  but  in  hopes  to  gain  my 
Miftreffes  Sifter ; and  fhe  ftill  put  me  off  till  I 
was  out  of  my  time,  pleading  tendernefs  of  Con- 
fcience  would  not  permit  her  to  give  me  any 
enjoyment  of  her  before  Marriage,  and  that 
could  not  lawfully  be  done,  till  my  time  was 
out ; which  being  come,  I frefhly  courted  her, 
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and  fhe  gave  me  the  hearing,  but  ftill  put  me  off 
defiring  me  firft  to  fettle  my  felf  in  the  World.  I 
now  believing  that  fhe  intended  to  delude  me 
was  refolved  to  play  the  fame  hand  at  Cards 
with  her ; and  perfwading  her  that  I ftill  gained 
fomewhat  of  an  Eftate  by  my  dealings  in  the 
World,  I fpent  fome  moneys  on  her,  and  taking 
my  opportunity  gained  my  ends  upon  her ; for 
pretending  that  I had  lately  made  a bargain, 
whereby  I fhould  get  100/.  if  I had  fifty  pound 
ready  money  more  then  my  own,  which  was 
likewife  fifty  pound  ; She  having  moneys  by 
her,  willingly  contented  to  lend  me  fifty  pound, 
provided  that  fhe  might  fee  the  disburfing  there- 
of. I then  thinking  to  kill  two  Birds  with  one 
ftone,  readily  contented  ; and  heartily  thank- 
ing her,  defired  her  to  provide  her  felf  to  go 
with  me  next  Tide  to  Gravefend , where  I was  to 
lay  out  the  moneys  : fhe  did  accordingly,  and 
carrying  fifty  pound  with  her,  I having  raifed 
fuch  another  fum,  we  took  boat  and  made  for 
Gravefend,  where  when  we  arrived,  I left  her  to 
reft  herfelf  at  an  Inn,  and  went  on  board  a 
Ship  that  was  newly  come  from  the  Indies,  and 
bought  as  much  Indigo  as  came  to  150/.  I had 
it  a very  good  penny  worth,  but  not  fo  good  as 
to  perfwade  her  that  I fhould  gain  100/.  by  it, 
which  I had  promifed  : wherefore  that  I might 
make  out  the  matter  to  be  plain  to  her,  I enga- 
ged the  Seaman  I had  dealt  withal  to  fecrecy, 
and  made  this  bargain,  that  I would  pay  him 
100/.  down,  and  pay  the  reft  in  two  moneths, 
telling  him  that  I was  a great  dealer.  He  believ- 
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ing  me  without  much  difficulty,  not  only  confent- 
ed  to  this,  but  alfo  to  fay,  that  he  had  but  100 
1.  for  all  the  Commodity  ; we  having  thus  agreed, 
went  to  my  Sweet-hearts  Chamber,  and  there  con- 
cluded our  bargain  before  her  ; who  having  fome 
skil  in  the  price  of  that  Commodity,  did  believe 
the  bargain  to  be  as  profitable  as  I alledged  to 
her,  and  freely  laid  down  her  money,  which 
together  with  my  fifty  pound  was  paid  to  the 
Seaman,  and  the  goods  delivered  into  a Lighter 
to  be  carried  to  London,  and  delivered  according 
to  order. 

This  affair  being  difpatch’d,  I was  refolved 
to  drive  the  nayl  home  a little  further,  and  as 
I had  got  the  money,  fo  to  get  the  maid  ; where- 
fore I pretending  expedition,  told  her,  it  would 
be  moft  convenient  for  us  to  ride  home  : the 
wholly  confiding  in  me,  confented  thereto,  and 
a horfe  was  procured  to  carry  us  double  ; mount- 
ed we  were,  and  fo  advanced  on  our  journy  ; 
but  pretending  fome  bufinefs,  I made  an  halt 
at  the  next  Town  home  wards,  where  I did  my 
Horfe  the  unkindnefs  to  prick  him  in  the  foot, 
that  he  might  halt,  and  not  be  able  to  carry  us 
through  that  night ; this  being  done,  we  again 
mounted,  and  I fell  to  thanking  my  Miftrefs  for 
this  great  favour,  not  only  in  affifting  me  with 
her  purfe,  but  accommodating  me  with  her 
Company  ; and  now,  faid  I,  I hope  you  will  no 
longer  delay  me  the  enjoyment  of  yourfelf,  and 
the  reft  of  your  Eftate.  Truly,  faid  the,  this  days 
a£tion  hath  refolved  me  of  all  doubts,  and  now 
I have  fo  good  opinion  of  you,  that  I fhall  no 
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longer  delay  our  marriage,  then  fhall  ftand  with 
your  conveniency.  To  this  I returned  anfvver  full 
of  love  and  kindnefs.  Our  horfe  by  this  time  felt 
the  effects  of  my  work,  for  he  halted  fo  much, 
that  we  could  only  go  a foot  pace,  and  with  much 
difficulty  came  to  the  next  Town,  where  we  were 
forced  to  alight ; and  it  now  growing  late,  and 
impoffible  to  get  to  London  that  night,  we  refolv- 
ed  to  take  up  our  quarters  for  the  prefent. 

I having  placed  my  Miftrefs  in  a Private 
Chamber,  went  into  the  Stable,  and  foon  re- 
moved the  obftruflion  that  hindred  our  horfe 
from  going,  fo  that  by  the  next  morning  he  was 
well  enough  able  to  travel,  I left  him  to  the  care 
of  the  Hoftler,  and  went  up  to  my  Miftrefs,  who 
expedled  me  to  fupper,  which  I had  ordered 
to  be  provided  for  us,  and  that  being  ready,  I 
invited  our  Landlady  to  be  a gueft : though  our 
Commons  were  but  fhort,  being  only  one  Chic- 
ken, yet  I made  a long  Grace,  which  according 
to  our  cuftome,  might  amount  to  a prayer  ; and  I 
rememberthat  among  other  matters,  I prayed  that 
our  horfe  might  be  fo  well  recovered,  as  that  he 
might  be  able  to  carry  us  next  day  to  London  : 
our  Landlady  foon  underftanding  what  kind  of 
Guefts  flie  had,  believing  that  fhe  fhould  get 
little  by  our  Company,  was  defirous  of  leaving 
it,  which  fhe  did,  by  pretending  bufinefs,  and 
fo  we  had  the  whole  Chicken  left  us  for  our 
own  eating,  we  hardly  made  or  left  any  bones 
of  it,  fo  hungry  we  were.  Supper  being  ended, 
we  went  to  the  fire,  and  I defigning  my  bufi- 
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nefs,  call’d  for  a Quart  of  Claret,  which  we 
bum’d,  fweetned,  and  drank  off  ; and  by  this 
time  m.y  Miftrefs  was  fo  fweet  upon  me,  that  we 
talked  very  familiarly  and  pleafantly,  and  of- 
tentimes I interlaced  our  Difcourfes  with  kiffes 
and  amorous  fighs,  to  which  I was  welcomed, 
and  many  times  invited  ; I then  called  for  an- 
other Quart  of  Wine,  which  we  likewife  drank 
off ; and  then  I found  my  Miftrefs  was  very  full 
of  the  Creature,  fo  that  fhe  drew  neer  to  the 
bed,  and  at  length  caft  her  felf  thereon  ; I was 
not  long  after  her,  but  lay  down  likewife,  and 
firft  beginning  with  embraces  and  kiffes,  in  a lit- 
tle time  I gained  poffeffion  of  all  my  endeavors 
fhe  lying  as  faft  afleep  all  the  while ; but  when 
I had  done,  and  was  again  laid  by  her,  fhe  ftart- 
ed  up,  and  feemed  to  be  very  angry  with  me  ; 
but  I fuppofing  that  it  was  becaufe  I had  fo  foon 
done,  catched  hold  of  her,  and  attempted  to  be 
at  her  again  ; but  in  vain  did  I endeavour  it,  for 
fhe  then  began  to  be  angry,  reproaching  me 
with  difhonefly,  and  ufing  many  canting  terms, 
which  I omit : I told  her,  what  was  done  could 
not  be  undone,  and  therefore  comforted  her, 
and  told  her  all  fhould  be  well  by  our  fudden 
Marriage  : thus  did  I appeafe  her,  and  we  foon 
agreed  upon  every  thing ; fo  that  though  I was 
appointed  another  Chamber,  which  I pretended 
to  lodge  in,  yet  I lay  all  night  with  her.  The 
next  morning  we  arofe  betime ; and  mounting 
our  horfe,  who  was  now  well  enough,  we  foon 
arrived  at  London , where  for  the  prefent  we 
parted.  I having  thus  gained  my  ends  of  this 
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woman,  having  part  of  her  Eftate  in  my  poffef- 
fion,  and  by  the  enjoyment  of  her  perfon  having 
the  command  of  the  reft,  was  refolved  only  to 
abufe  her;  ftrip  her  of  what  fhe  had,  and  fo 
leave  her : for  I found  no  fuch  fweetnefs  in  my 
nights  lodging  with  her,  but  what  I might  expedl 
from  another  ; having  before  that  tafted  woman 
in  the  enjoyment  of  two  or  three  of  our  Sifters, 
which  paffages  I omit,  and  tell  this  to  acquaint 
you  how  this  woman  undid  herfelf  by  her  Covet- 
oufnefs,  for  had  fhe  not  diftrufted  me  with  her 
money,  I fhould  have  married  her,  but  now  my 
minde  was  otherwife  bent. 

I received  my  Goods,  and  now  my  ftock 
being  much  encreafed  by  this  fifty  pound,  and 
the  profit  of  my  bargain ; I paid  the  Seaman, 
and  proceeded  in  Trading:  and  though  I had 
little  skill  in  forreign  Commodities  yet  I ven- 
tured at  all,  neither  did  I want  Money,  for  in- 
ftead  of  paying  back  the  fifty  pound  to  my  Mif- 
trefs,  I foon  after  had  ioo  /.  more,  and  yet  fhe 
could  not  perfwade  me  to  marriage,  I ftill  pre- 
tending multiplicity  of  bufinefs  : at  length,  all 
her  portion,  being  400  /.  got  into  my  hands,  I 
only  paid  her  with  a nights  lodging,  which  now 
and  then  we  had  together  ; but  as  to  marriage, 
I ftill  pretended  one  reafon  or  other  to  defer 
it. 

I not  only  proceeded  in  my  Merchandizing, 
but  continued  in  my  preaching  at  our  ufual 
Conventicles,  where  I was  become  very  famous, 
and  a great  difputant ; but  at  length  I finding 
there  was  little  to  be  gotten  by  them  (and  my 
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principle  being  always  to  gain  what  I could)  I 
became  now  almoft  weary  of  them,  and  willing 
to  leave  that  Congregation  for  another  that 
courted  me,  but  I was  refolved  ere  I left  them 
to  make  fome  ufe  of  them,  and  get  fomewhat 
of  them.  I thus  laid  my  Plot : I gave  a bond 
to  a Confederate  for  100  /,  pretending  that  I owed 
fo  much  to  him  ; I gave  out,  that  I would  on 
fuch  a day  not  only  preach  to  my  Congregati- 
on, but  alfo  Difpute  with  any  oppofer  on  feve- 
ral  Articles.  The  time  being  come,  I had  a full 
Auditory,  and  performed  my  Preachment  and 
Deputation  to  the  general  fatisfaclion  of  all  ? 
and  then  appointed  that  the  next  day  I would 
hold  forth  fome  other  points,  that  had  not  as 
yet  been  difputed  of,  inviting  all  the  Congrega- 
tion, and  all  others  that  would  come,  to  meet 
me  in  a larger  room  then  that  was  wherein  we 
exercifed  at  jprefent.  Thus  having  finifhed  my 
Difcourfe  I difmiffed  my  Auditors  ; but  I was 
no  fooner  out  of  the  houfe,  but  I was  feized 
on  by  a bailiff,  in  Execution  for  200/.  for  my 
Confederate  who  had  the  bond,  had  brought 
it  to  Judgment : I was  then  accompanied  by  two 
or  three  of  my  Congregation,  who  much  won- 
dring  at  the  bufmefs,  defired  the  Bailiff  to  have 
patience,  and  go  into  the  next  Houfe,  which  we 
did  ; and  the  Cafe  being  opened,  I confeffed  the 
Debt,  withal  alleadging  that  I was  not  at  prefent 
able  to  pay  it,  having  lately  ventured  moft  of 
my  Eftate  to  Sea.  Thofe  of  my  Congregation 
hearing  this  (and  being  much  grieved  that  their 
Paftor  fhould  be  thus  fnatch’d  from  them,  efpe- 
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cially  when  he  had  deferved  fo  well)  fent  for 
fome  more  of  their  brethren,  who  were  monied 
men  ; and  fo  among  them  they  paid  the  debt,  and 
I was  difcharged : but  foon  after  this,  I left  them, 
and  they  were  forced  to  make  a Collection  or  ga- 
thering among  themfelves  to  reimburfe  themfelves 
their  moneys  ; and  my  Miftrefs,  who  had  been  all 
this  while  delayed  by  me  with  fair  words,  made 
her  complaints  to  the  brethren,  but  to  no  purpofe, 
for  fhe  received  no  redrefs  or  fatisfadlion,  I having 
now  quite  left  them  and  their  faction  for  another, 
where  by  reafon  of  my  ability  in  preaching,  I 
was  entertained,  and  an  accord  made  between  me 
and  my  quondam  Miftrefs,  I only  giving  her  back 
fifty  pound  of  her  four  hundred  ; we  being  now 
abfolutely  parted  from  one  another,  fhe  receiving 
no  other  fatisfaction  of  me,  either  for  her  many 
nights  lodging  or  money,  then  fifty  pound,  which 
fhe  willingly  received,  believing  me  to  be  a beg- 
gar ; my  new  Congregation  voluntarily  raifing 
that  money  for  me  for  that  purpofe. 

Thus  was  I quit  of  her,  and  had  gained  five 
hundred  pound  in  my  pocket,  only  under  the 
cloak  of  Religion  ; and  having  fuch  fuccefs,  I in 
fhort  time  difcovered  my  felfto  be  rich,  by  buying 
many  bargains  of  good  value,  paying  ready 
mony,  and  railed  my  felf  to  fo  high  a reputation, 
that  I won  a widdow  of  an  indifferent  fortune  to 
be  my  wife,  and  fo  fettled  my  felf  in  the  World. 

As  for  my  preaching-trade,  I finding  that  it 
had  already  done  me  as  much  fervice  as  I expe- 
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fled  from  it,  I left  it,  for  I had  now  a wife  and  mo- 
ney, and  for  that  end,  and  to  get  them,  I took  it 
up,  and  being  provided  with  both,  I left  it,  but  ef- 
pecially  finding  that  it  grew  every  day  into  dif- 
efleem,  it  being  about  the  time  of  his  Majefties 
happy  Return  ; when  inftead  of  a preaching  Fana- 
tick  ; I quickly  faced  about,  and  leaving  my  con- 
gregational friends,  I enquired  out,  and  procured 
Cavalier  acquaintance,  fo  that  I (who  a little  be- 
fore the  Kings  coming  home,  was  ufed  to  wear 
fhort  Hair,  and  was  modeft  and  precife  in  my 
habit)  had  now  a large  Perriwig,  a great  Plume 
of  Feathers,  and  all  other  accoutrements  accord- 
ingly, being  ftill  diligent  on  all  occafions  to  affo- 
ciate  my  felf  with  the  Captain  and  chief  Officers 
of  the  Trained  Bands  of  our  Company,  into  whofe 
acquaintance  and  Society  I foon  infinuated  my 
felf,  by  my  Gallantry  in  my  habit,  and  expences 
in  Taverns  being  conformable. 

Thus  did  I become  a Gentleman,  and  from  a 
Precifian  a Prodigal,  nay,  an  Antick,  and  every 
thing,  what  not  ? that  I might  pleafe  all : for 
inftead  of  a Prayer-book,  or  fome  other  Fana- 
tical piece  of  divinity,  I now  carried  in  my 
pocket,  either  Cards  or  Dice,  and  fo  great  a 
love  I had  to  Hocus  Pocus,  that  all  their  Tools, 
viz.,  Box  of  Counters,  Balls,  Cups,  and  other 
Trinkets  which  are  made  ufe  of  in  that  myfteri- 
ous  function,  were  all  my  Companions  : having 
learned  confidence  when  I was  a Preacher,  I 
was  now  the  better  emboldned  to  flare  my  Spe- 
ctators in  the  face,  while  I cunningly  enough 
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performed  my  feats  of  a£tivity  ; and  fuch  a rea- 
dinefs  I had,  that  I was  accounted  an  able  pro- 
ficient. I fpent  fo  much  time  in  thefe  fooleries, 
that  I almoft  loft  my  felf  ; and  now  having  a 
wife  and  family  to  maintain,  I found  my  Eftate 
fo  far  to  decreafe,  that  I was  forced  to  look  af- 
ter my  bufinefs,  and  fall  to  Merchandizing  : but 
having  loft  a confiderable  part  of  my  Eftate 
which  I had  adventured  at  Sea,  I was  refolved, 
as  I faid,  to  truft  no  more  to  that  Element,  and 
not  to  let  my  Eftate  go  out  of  my  fight ; where- 
fore I ftill  as  fhipping  came  in,  went  on  board, 
either  in  the  Downs , Portfmouth,  or  Plymouth , 
and  there  buying  good  bargains,  which  the  Sea- 
men, newly  come  home  would  afford  for  ready 
Money,  I began  to  prick  up  again,  and  have 
Money  at  command  ; I then  bought  me  a fmall 
Pinnace  or  fmall  Pleafure  boat  ; and  with  that 
went  on  board  of  Ships,  bought  Goods,  and 
made  a fhift  to  ftow  as  much  on  board  pri- 
vately, that  I faved  much  by  the  cuftomes  and 
other  duties.  This  Trade  I drove  a long  time, 
gaining  much  by  ftealing  Duties ; neither  did 
I care  what  Goods  I dealt  in,  having  Cuftomers 
of  all  forts  and  Trades,  who  knowing  that  I 
drave  this  Trade,  employed  me  to  buy  for 
them,  agreeing  the  prizes  before  hand  : but  I 
was  fnap’d  one  time,  and  all  my  goods  feized 
for  not  paying  duties,  and  an  Information  put 
into  the  Exchequer  againft  me  : I finding  that 
it  would  be  but  a folly  to  contend  there,  agreed 
with  the  Informer,  and  he  fuffered  me  to  caft 
him  ; fo  that  I got  off  for  a fum  of  money,  but 
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I gained  much  experience  thereby,  fo  that  I 
then  began  a new  Trade,  and  would  engage  many 
of  my  Friends  to  'go  and  buy  Goods  on  board 
of  Ships,  and  if  they  got  them  clear  from  the 
Ships-fides  it  was  enough,  for  I would  come  im- 
mediately in  another  Boat,  as  if  a ftranger,  and 
feize  the  Goods  as  forfeited  for  want  of  the  pay- 
ment of  duties,  and  fo  fecure  them  from  any  other 
feizure;  and  if  any  other  perfon  came  to  feize  them, 
I then  pretended  it  to  be  my  bufinefs,  having 
made  the  firft  feizure,  but  if  we  were  not  met  with 
by  another,  then  we  paffed  clear  without  any 
more  trouble:  nay,  fo  bold  and  confident  was  I 
grown  in  this  kind  of  Trade,  called  S muck  ling, 
that  I have  had  fifty  and  an  hundred  pound  at  a 
time  given  me  to  go  over  into  Holland  or  Fra?ice 
in  a Ship  which  hath  brought  much  prohibited 
goods,  which  I have  feized  fo  foon  as  we  came  near 
any  Port  of  England , to  prevent  any  other  feizure; 
and  then  putting  an  information  into  the  Exche- 
quer, have  buffered  cofts  againft  me,  and  all  hath 
been  clear.  I gained  not  only  much  money  by 
this  means,  but  alfo  the  efteem  of  a cunning  fub- 
tile  fellow,  and  was  employed  in  many  fuch  af- 
fairs, and  fometimes  in  Law-fuits. 

I remember  once  I came  into  Company  with 
a very  lair  Lady,  who  having  an  old  crofs- 
grain’d  fellow  to  her  Husband,  had  not  only 
lived  from  him  for  fome  time,  but  was  fo  fool- 
ifh  as  to  be  married  to  another  perfon,  who 
was  a Gentleman  of  much  worth  and  merit. 
The  Ladies  old  Husband  (underftanding  thus 
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much  and  more  out  'of  Covetoufnefs  of  gain- 
ing money,  which  he  believed  the  Gentleman 
would  on  this  occafion  part  from,  then  any 
love  he  bore  his  Wife)  hunted  them  out  from 
one  place  to  another,  and  the  young  Gentle- 
man refufing  to  comply  with  the  old  Knights 
defires,  he  was  refolved  now  to  profecute  her  for 
Life. 

This  Story  was  told  me  by  the  Gentleman 
himfelf,  and  the  Lady  affured  me  of  the  truth 
of  the  matter,  imploring  my  afliftance  : Well, 
Madam,  faid  I,  come,  be  ruled  by  me,  and  I 
will  difappoint  your  old  Husband,  and  you 
fhall  laugh  at  him.  Having  confidered  the  mat- 
ter, I ordered  her  to  go  next  day  into  the  Coun- 
try, above  ioo  miles  from  London , and  there  to 
expedl  me,  and  obey  my  further  orders,  this  fhe 
did  ; and  I foon  following  her,  and  the  Aflizes 
beginning  the  next  day,  I got  a Warrant  to  ap- 
prehend and  bring  her  before  the  bench,  fhe 
came,  and  I charged  her  with  having  two  Hus- 
bands, fhe  denying,  and  I alledging  the  matter, 
fhe  was  committed,  and  an  Indidlment  brought 
in  ; but  when  fhe  was  to  be  try’d,  I was  not  to  be 
found,  nor  any  perfon  elfe  to  profecute  her : fo 
that  fhe  was  quit  by  proclamation.  A Copy  of  this 
Procefs  I took  out  of  the  Court,  and  fo  fhe  and  I 
came  to  London , to  the  Gentleman  her  friend,  who 
gladly  welcomed  us,  and  now  they  live  together 
in  fpight  of  the  old  Knight,  who  attempting  to 
trouble  them,  found  it  in  vain,  for  fhe  could  not 
be  tryed  for  one  fa£t  twice. 
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This  feat  did  I,  meerly  out  of  my  own  ap- 
prehenfion  and  fancy,  and  it  fucceeding  accord- 
ing to  my  wifhes,  and  I had  a confiderable  re- 
ward for  my  pains. 


CHAP.  XXIX. 

The  Drugfler  fets  two  Per  Jons , his  wives  Brother s- 
in-Law,  at  variance , he  gets  Money  out  of  them 
both,  proceeds  in  Trading,  but  adventuring  too 
much,  cannot  pay  his  Debts,  and  is  therefore  clapt 
tip  in  prifon. 


ID  rave  this  rambling  Trade  for  a long  time,  and 
gained  enough  by  it,  but  I was  fo  prodigal  in 
my  expences  (both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  I 
might  becountedfomebody)  and  fometimes  looting 
confiderable  fums  at  gaming,  that  I began  to  go 
behind  hand,  and  oftentimes,  when  I pretended  to 
go  to  Gravefend,  the  Downs,  or  other  places  to 
buy  fome  Drugs,  or  other  Merchandife  aboard  a 
Ship,  I went  not  far  from  London  to  a brave  hand- 
fome  Lafs,  that  I kept  for  my  private  recreation. 
For  though  I had  a wife,  and  fhc  indifferent 
handfome,  yet  was  the  cold  in  her  embraces,  and 
ftill  talking  of  the  cares  of  the  World,  and  pro- 
pounding ways  to  get  Moneys.  But  my  private 
Lady  was  quite  different,  being  wholly  compo- 
fed  of  Love  and  fweetnefs,  profeffmg  nothing 
more  dear  to  her,  then  my  Society  : and  wc  had 
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no  other  difcourfe  but  pleafure  and  enjoyments, 
in  the  greateft  height  we  could  imagine  ; This 
though  it  were  pleafant,  was  very  chargeable,  to 
keep  fuch  a Commodity  for  my  own  private  ufe, 
fo  that  I gained  not  much  at  the  years  end ; and 
what  I got  over  the  Divels  back,  I fpent  under 
his  belly,  as  the  Proverb  goes  : Wherefore  my 
wife  called  on  me  to  ftay  at  home  and  apply 
my  felf  to  fome  fettled  way;  but  that  I could 
not  do,  for  my  Stock  was  grown  low  and  my 
fpending  as  high  as  ever. 


My  Wife  had  a Father-in-Law  who  was  a Citi- 
zen and  a monyed  man;  him  I got  into  favor  with 
and  by  my  free  entertainment  of  him,  won  him  to 
me,  for  he  having  left  off  trading  in  Loudon , lived 
fome  miles  off,  and  coming  to  London  would  often 
vifit  me,  where  I ftill  welcomed  him,  and  attended 
him  abroad  when  he  went  to  receive  Rents,  or  any 
Moneys,  and  affifted  him  in  all  fuch  things  that  I 
could,  with  much  diligence.  My  ftock  being  very 
low,  I borrowed  Moneys  of  him  to  trade  with, 
and  was  very  pundlual  in  my  payment,  fo  that  he 
put  fo  much  confidence  in  me,  as  to  lend  me  ioo  /. 
and  more  I might  have  had,  had  I requefbed  it,  as 
he  and  his  wife  (who  was  my  wives  Mother)  often 
vifited  me  at  my  houfe,  fo  at  convenient  times  I 
was  a gueft  at  theirs  in  the  Countrey  ? where  I 
affociated  my  felf  with  the  belt  Gentlemen  of  the 
place,  winning  upon  the  affedlions  of  all ; by  my 
facetious  and  pleafant  converfe.  I had  great 
hopes  of  raifing  my  fortunes  by  my  wives  Mother, 
who  I hoped  would  out-live  her  husband,  and  then. 
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at  her  death  be  able  and  willing  to  give  me  good 
part  of  her  eftate,  but  it  fell  out  otherwife,  for  fhe 
fell  fick  and  dyed  before  him,  but  it  was  my  good 
luck  to  be  there,  and  my  wife  being  ftill  near  her, 
fhe  gave  her  fome  Rings  and  other  things  that 
were  confiderable. 

The  old  man  my  Father-in-Law  being  defirous 
to  bury  his  wife  at  London  according  to  her  requeft 
went  up  with  us,  and  being  fomewhat  fick  before, 
fo  foon  as  his  wife  was  buried,  was  fo  furprized 
with  a diftemper,  that  he  took  his  bed,  and  after 
ten  weeks  ficknefs  dyed  at  my  houfe,  during  his 
ficknefs  I bethought  my  felf  of  what  advantage  I 
might  make  it,  and  endeavoured  to  pleafe  him  in 
all  I might,  but  he  having  two  fons,  I could  not 
expert  much  of  the  eftate,  but  was  refolved  by 
hook  or  by  crook  to  have  a confiderable  fhare,  and 
to  that  end  I knew  no  better  way  then  to  divide 
the  two  Brothers  and  put  them  at  difference.  The 
eldeft  was  a married  man,  and  though  of  an  eafie 
temper  yet  I knew  was  too  honeft  to  be  wrought 
on  to  do  any  unhandfome  a6tion,  the  youngeft  be- 
ing a young  bluff  fellow,  was  apt  to  believe  any 
thing  I fhould  perfwade  him  to,  wherefore  at  fir  ft 
I poffeft  him  with  a jealoufie  againft  his  brother, 
and  that  he  would  defraud  him  of  his  fhare  of  the 
eftate,  if  he  did  not  take  heed  and  follow  my 
directions,  which  if  he  did,  I would  put  him  into 
a way  to  command  his  elder  brother  in  every 
thing. 

The  young  man  being  of  a fufpitious  nature, 
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eafily  believed  me;  and  then  I particularly  advifed 
11  m,  that  the  firft  thing  he  ought  to  do,  was  to 
get  the  Regifter  of  his  age  altered  ; for  if  his  fa- 
ther mould  now  dye,  and  he  not  truly  being' 
twenty  years  of  age,  could  not  expeft  to  have 
the  poffeffion  of  any  part  .of  the  Eftate,  un- 
leis  he  were  one  and  twenty.  Wherefore  to 
the  houfe  of  the  Parifh  Regifter  we  went,  and 
or  the  fpending  of  one  fhilling,  and  five  f hil- 
lings in  Money,  we  had  the  Regifter  book  deli- 
vered to  us,  where  I being  well  skilled  in  coun- 
terfeitmg  and  imitating  of  hands ; foon  alter’d 
the  Regifter,  putting  his  age  out  in  one  place,  and 
writing  it  in  another  place  two  years  before ; fo 
that  the  young  man  was  now  made  half  a year 
above  full  age.  Then  did  we  call  the  Regifter 
who  gave  us  a Certificate  out  of  the  book  of  the 
young  mans  age,  and  this  we  carried  with  us  as  au- 
thentick,  and  to  be  produced  on  all  occafions.  I 
having  done  thus  much  for  the  young  Man,  he 
could  not  deny  me  anythingl  defired  or  requefted: 
10  that  the  old  tick  Gentleman  being  ftill  weak- 
er and  having  his  Money  in  a Trunk  by  his  beds- 
lide,  I perfwaded  the  younger  Brother  (who  had 
the  key)  to  take  fome  out  and  lend  to  me  ; which 
he  did:  and  that  the  old  Man  might  not  fee 
the  action  , I and  my  wife  would  ftand  by  the 
beds-fide  before  him,  fo  that  by  degrees  I got 
100  /.  fiom  thence  ; and  when  the  old  man  dyed, 
though  he  left  a confiderable  Eftate.  yet  was 
there  not  a penny  of  ready  Money.  The  elder 
brother  knowing  that  he  had  foul-play  fliewed 
him,  began  to  be  angry,  but  to  no  purpofe,  for 
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he  was  forced  to  comply,  the  younger  brother 
having  poffeffion  of  that  Trunclc,  and  the  keys 
of  all  others  where  all  the  Writings  were.  The 
old  man  being  buried  (and  much  excefs  and 
prodigality  fhewed  in  the  expences  and  cofts 
thereof,  which  was  done  principally  at  my  in- 
vitement,  that  I might  gain  repute  by  inviting 
as  many  friends  as  I pleafed,  and  alfo  drain  my 
two  young  men  of  their  moneys)  the  two 
brothers  began  to  difcourfe  the  matter,  the  el- 
der brother  demanding  poffeffion  of  the  Eftate, 
and  a divident  to  be  made  according  to  the  Will 
of  their  Father ; and,  faid  he,  Brother,  your 
lhare  muft  either  be  in  my  hands,  or  elfe  in  the 
Chamber  of  London  till  you  come  of  age:  How, 
faid  I,  till  he  come  of  age?  Sure,  you  miftake 
your  felf,  he  is  of  fufficient  age  already ; and 
thereupon  produced  the  Certificate,  which 
though  it  was  very  pundtual,  yet  the  elder  bro- 
ther (who  was  neer  ten  years  older  then  his 
brother)  and  feveral  others  who  were  prefent, 
knew  to  be.  falfe : and  this  was  the  firft  breach 
between  them,  which  had  like  to  have  grown 
to  a high  flame:  for  the  elder  Brother  applying 
himfelf  to  the  Regifter,  upon  fearch  of  the  Book, 
found  the  fallacy:  and  indeed  the  Regifter  ac- 
knowledged the  fa£t;  for  which  he,  and  the 
younger  Brother,  and  my  felf  had  like  to  have 
kiffed  Newgate , by  order  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  who 
being  acquainted  herewith,  was  highly  incenfed 
againft  us  all,  profeffing  before  the  whole  Court 
of  Aldermen,  That  this  a6t  was  of  high  con- 
cernment, and  might  be  prejudicial  to  the 
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whole  City.  The  elder  brother  was  very  cau- 
tious in  profecuting  this  affair,  being  tender  of 
his  brothers  credit,  and  therefore  endeavoured 
by  fair  means  to  bring  his  brother  to  a hand- 
fome  compliance;  which  he  effe£ted  in  my  ab- 
fence,  and  fo  wrought  upon  his  Brother,  that 
the  Trunk  of  Writings  was  fent  for  to  a Ta- 
vern, where  they  were  for  the  prefent  divided, 
and  the  Trunk  with  part  of  the  Writings  deli- 
vered to  him,  with  a promife  to  put  a fair  end 
to  the  reft  of  the  difference.  When  I came  home, 
and  found  the  Trunk  gone,  I ftormed  exceed- 
ingly; and  believing  my  felf  difappointed  of  my 
purpofe,  found  out  the  younger  Brother,  and 
fchooled  him  fo  foundly,  that  he  by  my  directi- 
ons went  back  to  his  brothers  houfe,  and  by  a 
fajfe  token  regained  the  Trunk  with  the  Wri- 
tings which  he  had  new  fent  home.  Thus  was 
their  difference  enlarged,  and  likely  to  be 
worfe ; but  the  Elder  brother  fo  moderately 
complyed  with  all  mine  and  his  brothers  de- 
mands, though  never  fo  unreafonable,  that  a 
divifion  and  partition  was  made,  not  onely  of  the 
Eftate,  but  fome  part  of  the  Goods,  which  being 
Plate,  and  Linnen,  and  Pewter,  were  delivered 
into  my  cuftody : and  all  the  differences  be- 
tween the  brothers  being  ended,  I demanded 
of  the  elder  brother  fatisfadlion  for  his  fathers 
being  at  my  houfe  during  the  time  of  his  fick- 
nefs  : he  little  expefted  this  ; for  his  father  had 
given  to  me  and  mine  an  hundred  pound,  but 
that  was  nothing ; I owed  him  fo  much,  and  I 
muft  have  more,  and  fo  I told  him  I would 
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have,  or  mifchief  him : not  giving  any  other 
reafon,  but  that  he  had  enough,  and  I would 
have  part.  Thus  did  I hope  to  huff  him  out  of 
his  money : but  he,  though  he  was  eafie  and 
good-natured  (which  I accounted  next  of  kin 
to  a fool)  yet  wholly  refufed  me,  affirming  that 
I had  no  reafon  for  my  demands,  for  I had  an 
hundred  pound  given  me,  and  that  I had  not 
been  at  any  charge,  for  his  father  had  continu- 
ally given  my  wife  money  to  provide  all  necef- 
faries,  and  that  fome  of  that  was  ftill  in  my 
wives  hands. 

Though  I knew  what  he  alledged  was  true, 
yet  I ftill  perfifted  in  my  demands,  and  told 
him,  that  fo  much  I would  have  for  the  trouble 
of  my  houfe  : he  offered  to  refer  it  to  two  men  ; 
I long  refufed  it,  but  at  the  length  contented, 
and  tampered  with  his  Arbitrator,  promifing 
him  a reward,  if  he  would  anfwer  my  expefta- 
tions:  but  he  contrary  to  my  expe6tations  pro- 
ved honeft,  and  gave  me  but  half  what  I asked  ; 
neither  would  he  have  contented  to  that,  but 
that  the  elder  brother  himfelf  advifed  him 
thereto,  out  of  a defire  of  Peace.  This  Award 
I was  much  troubled  at,  and  feeing  I could  get 
no  more,  was  contented  with  what  I could  get 
of  him  : but  the  younger  brother  I fleec’d  fome- 
what  more  conflderably,  getting  out  of  them  both, 
in  Legacy,  Mony  and  Goods,  to  the  value  of 
three  or  four  hundred  pounds  : with  which  flock 
of  money,  and  a greater  of  credit,  reporting  of 
greater  matters  that  were  given  me,  I again  fell 
to  trafficking,  and  now  dealt  more  conflderably 
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then  ever : for  I went  to  publick  Sales,  where 
great  quantities  of  goods  were  fold  by  inch  of 
Candle,  and  bought  thoufand  pounds  worth  at  a 
time;  and  fo  confiderable  was  I lookt  on,  that  I 
was  often  imployed  by  others  to  buy  for  them. 
I bought  feveral  parcels  and  forts  of  Goods,  which 
I fetcht  away  as  I paid  for  them  : at  laft  I bought 
feveral  parcels  of  Goods  to  a great  value,  and 
fetcht  away  moft  of  them,  which  I fold  to  profit : 
but  one  parcel  of  500/.  being  a failing  and  decay- 
ing Commodity,  I left  in  their  hands  fo  long,  that 
it  was  much  damaged  ; and  unwilling,  and  in- 
deed unable  to  pay  for  them,  was  arrefted,  and 
clapt  up  into  prifon;  where  I was  forc’d  to  lie 
a great  while,  till  I had  fpent  and  confumed 
moft  of  what  I had;  and  at  length  they  finding 
there  was  nothing  to  be  got  by  me,  releafed  me, 
I releafing  my  bargain : which  I willingly  did, 
but  foon  after  repented  it ; for  the  price  of  that 
Commodity  rifing,  it  foon  amounted  to  great 
profit;  and  whereas  I fhould  have  loft,  I now 
might  have  gained,  as  they  did  by  the  fale  of  it, 
neer  200/. 
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CHAP.  XXX. 

The  Drngfter  having  failed  in  London,  goes  to 
live  in  the  Country ; where  by  counterfeiting  a 
JickneJs , and  making  a Will,  he  gets  into  Credit , 
a?id  borrowing  Money  falls  again  to  Trading. 

THis  Misfortune  of  my  Imprifonment  did 
fenfibly  afflidt  me ; efpecially,  when  I un- 
derftood  that  inftead  of  lofs,  I might  have  gain- 
ed by  holding  to  my  bargain  ; but  it  now  being 
paft,  could  not  be  helpt.  I was  reduced  to  fuch 
neceffity,  that  not  onely  all  my  Money,  but  my 
Plate  and  beft  Goods  were  fold  ; and  not  onely 
my  Wife,  but  my  Whore  parted  from  their 
Rings  and  Jewels  to  redeem  me  : for  when  I 
was  in  prifon,  every  body  that  I owed  money  to, 
though  never  fo  little,  came  upon  me  ; and 
though  I came  off  with  my  great  Adtion  eafily 
enough,  yet  many  other  little  ones  ftuck  clofe 
to  me,  which  I was  forced  to  difcharge.  I had 
now  time  enough  to  confider  my  forepaffed 
Adtions,  and  to  examine  my  felf  what  I had 
done  to  deferve  this  afflidtion  ; I bethought  me 
of  the  trick  I firft  ferved  my  Miftreffes.  Sifter,  in 
cheating  her  of  her  Money  and  Virginity  ; but 
that  ftuck  not  much  upon  me,  becaufe  I thought 
her  to  be  juftly  enough  fitted  for  delaying  me, 
diftrufting  me,  and  other  bad  pradtices  I knew 
her  guilty  of ; but  when  I considered  the  wrong 
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I had  lately  done  the  two  brothers,  in  firft  raif- 
ing  a difference,  and  then  continuing  it  between 
them,  and  not  onely  profecuting  the  elder  bro- 
ther fo  highly  my  felf,  but  putting  another  of 
my  acquaintance  (to  whom  I knew  he  was  in- 
debted) upon  him  to  fue  and  arreft  him,  with 
all  the  difgrace  that  I could,  by  caufing  it  to  be 
done  on  a Sunday  as  he  went  to  Church,  I my 
felf  attending  : This  confideration  poffeffed  me 
with  an  opinion  that  this  Judgement  was  juftly 
fallen  upon  me  for  this  caufe,  I being  rightly 
enough  fitted,  being  likewife  my  felf  arrefted 
on  a Sunday,  as  I was  going  to  Church  : but 
now  being  discharged  of  my  Imprifonment,  I 
bethought  me  what  courfe  I was  to  take,  and 
refolved,  that  Since  I had  fuffered  difgrace  in 
the  City,  it  were  beft  for  me  to  remove  into  the 
Country,  where  I was  not  known  ; therefore  I 
foon  took  a houfe  of  considerable  value,  and 
putting  my  Self  in  a very  good  Habit,  and  in 
equipage  every  ways  fuitable,  I and  my  Wife, 
with  moft  of  my  family  removed  from  my  Lon- 
don to  my  Country-houfe ; I foon  got  my  felf 
acquainted  with  the  beft  and  wealthieft  people  of 
the  place,  and  gave  them  very  handfome  treats 
and  entertainments  at  my  houfe,  which  they  an- 
fwered  me  with  the  like  civility. 

Though  I had  been  a Prifoner,  yet  I had 
play’d  my  Cards  fo  well  in  paying  my  fmall 
debts,  and  told  my  tale  fo  advantagioufly  about 
my  great  Adtion,  that  I had  preferved  a fuffici- 
ent  credit  with  fome  of  my  Dealers  ; fo  that 
making  up  about  fifty  pound  out  of  my  Wives 
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and  Wenches  Rings,  Jewels,  and  fome  Plate,  I 
was  entrufted  with  100/.  worth  of  Commodi- 
ties, with  which  I fet  up  another  Trade  in  the 
Country  : this  turned  to  good  account  : for  I 
feldom  ventured  on  any  thing,  but  it  was  ef- 
fe£tual  and  to  purpofe ; and  if  I would  wholly 
have  bent  my  minde  to  get  Money,  I might  have 
had  a good  eftate;  but  I affe&ed  pleafure  equal 
to,  and  above  profit ; and  though  I was  thus  low 
in  the  World,  yet  I ft  ill  kept  my  Wench,  whom  I 
had  now  quartered  in  the  mid-way  between  my 
London  and  Country-houfe,  and  therefore  could 
lye  with  her  commodioufly  enough,  and  tell  my 
wife,  if  at  my  Country,  that  I lay  at  the  London 
houfe  ; and  fo  on  the  contrary.  ' 

As  I thus  enjoyed  my  pleafure,  fo  I now  be- 
gan to  be  more  wary,  and  look  after  profit, 
which  I did  to  good  purpofe ; but  I now  want- 
ed a Father-in-Law  who  was  a moneyed  man,  or 
fome  other  friend  who  would  furnifh  me  with 
money ; and  if  I could  but  have  produced  three 
or  four  hundred  pounds  in  ready  money,  I quef- 
tioned  not  but  to  make  extraordinary  advan- 
tage ; for  this  end  I thought  on  feveral  ways, 
and  at  length  did  hit  upon  one  that  did  my  bu- 
finefs.  I travelling  in  the  Winter,  took  an  ex- 
traordinary cold  that  forced  me  to  keep  my  bed 
for  fome  days,  and  indeed  I did  fo  longer  then 
I needed  ; for  I counterfeited  an  extraordina- 
ry ficknefs,  and  that  I was  much  troubled  with 
the  ’Stone  and  Collick  ; and  fo  defperate  ill  I 
pretended  my  felf  to  be,  that  my  Wife  lament- 
ing, and  my  Children  and  Family  being  in  much 
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diforder,  I was  perfwaded  to  make  my  Will : 
to  this  I confented  ; and  the  Scrivener  of  the 
Town  was  fent  for;  I then  told  him,  that  by 
reafon  of  my  Childrens  childhood,  and  my 
Wives  incapacity  to  manage  affairs,  I was  in  a 
great  ftrait  how  to  difpofe  of  my  Eftate,  which 
though  it  was  confiderable  enough,  yet  if  it 
were  not  well  managed,  would  foon  come  to 
nothing ; I now  being  in  a ftrange  Town,  dif- 
tant  from  London , where  my  acquaintance  lived, 
I knew  not  well  what  perfon  to  intruft  as  Exe- 
cutor, unlefs,  faid  I,  Mr.  B.  of  this  Town  would 
do  me  the  kindnefs  to  take  that  trouble  on  him, 
which  I would  willingly  requite  by  a fufficient 
Legacy,  and  my  Wife  and  Children  would  be 
bound  to  pray  for  him.  Sir,  faid  the  Scrivener, 
I queftion  not  but  he  will  doit;  and  if  you  pleafe, 
I will  not  onely  ask  him,  but  perfwade  him  there- 
to. I thank  you  kindly,  faid  I,  and  for  this  offer 
of  your  friendfhip,  I fhall  give  you  a Legacy  as 
a Remembrance  of  me  ; and  therefore,  I pray, 
take  notice  of  the  heads  of  my  Will,  and  then  go 
with  it  to  Mafter  B.  and  fhewing  it  to  him,  make 
this  requeft  to  him  in  my  behalf : whereupon  the 
Scrivener  began,  and  I diftated  to  him,  what,  and 
to  whom  I would  give  ; which  was  1000/.  to  my 
Wife,  300  a piece  to  my  Children,  and  feveral 
other  Legacies,  amounting  in  all  to  near  3000 1. 
and  100/.  I gave  to  my  intended  Executor,  and 
10/.  to  the  Scrivener. 

This  affair  being  thus  ordered,  the  Scrivener 
departed,  and  went  to  Mafter  B.  my  intended 
Executor,  who  being  a well-monyed  man,  and 
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withal  veiy  covetous,  was  very  glad  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  willingly  accepted  of  the  offer,  and 
within  few  hours  came  to  me,  and  told  me  he 
was  very  forry  for  my  ficknefs,  and  wifhed  my  re- 
covery ; but  if  he  could  do  me  any  fervice  living, 
or  to  my  Wife  and  Children  if  I fhould  die, 
which  he  hoped  would  not  happen,  he  fhould  be 
ready  and  willing  both  in  purfe  and  perfon  to 
affift  me.  I then  told  him  what  I had  done  as 
to  my  Will,  and  withal  caufed  my  Account-books 
to  be  produced,  where  I (hewed  and  demonftra- 
ted  how  my  Eftate  flood,  and  in  whofe  hands  it 
was  (having  prepared  falfe  Accompts  for  that 
purpofe :)  he  feeing  the  matter  fo  plain,  and  hop- 
ing  to  get  a fleece  out  of  my  Eftate,  caufed  the 
Scrivener  to  proceed  and  finifh  the  Will,  which 
I fealed  ; but  during  his  flay  with  me  at  that 
time,  and  fome  other  times  when  he  vifited  me, 
I fo  counterfeited  faintings  and  pain,  that  he  and 
all  others  neer  me,  did  fully  conclude,  I was  no 
man  for  this  World. 

After  I had  managed  this  affair  to  the  height, 
I foon  recovered,  and  had  now  not  only  gained 
this  old  penny-father  to  be  rpy  friend,  but  by 
his  and  the  Scriveners  reports  of  my  Eftate,  had 
many  others,  who  more  then  ordinarily  refpedl- 
ed  me,  and  made  me  tenders  of  their  fervice  : 
all  which  I thankfully  refufed  at  prefent,  as  not 
having  any  need.  Soon  after  this,  I hearkned 
out  a place,  for  which  I was  to  give  1000/. 
and  it  being  a good  penny-worth,  I engaged  in 
it : I made  a fhift  to  raife  two  hundred  pound  of 
my  o\yn  moneys,  and  that  was  all  I was  then 
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able  to  do  ; but  pretending  I had  of  my  own 
five  hundred  pound  in  money,  I foon  perfwaded 
my  intended  Executor  to  furnifh  me  with  five 
hundred  pound  more  ; and  fo  paying  feven  hun- 
dred pound  to  my  Chapman,  he  took  my  word 
for  three  hundred  pound  more.  This  place 
put  me  in  very  great  credit  ; and  now,  as  well 
my  London  as  my  Country-acquaintance  looked 
on  me  with  refpedl,  fuppofing  all  to  be  true  that 
had  been  difcourfed  of  me.  I did  not  long  keep 
this  place,  but  fold  it  for  an  ioo  /.  profit,  and 
fo  became  Mafter  of  more  ready  money  then 
ever,  with  which  I again  came  to  London , wholly 
leaving  my  Country-houfe,  and  paying  my 
Country  Penny-father  part  of  his  moneys  ; and 
with  that  little  of  my  own,  and  the  reft  that  was 
left,  and  what  I had  gained,  I took  a houfe  and 
Shop  in  the  place  where  I now  live,  and  drive  a 
Trade  equal  to  the  belt  of  my  Neighbours  ; one- 
ly  I have  had  fome  dealings  of  late,  which  have 
a little  puzzled  me,  as  I lately  told  you,  when 
I had  my  trial ; but  he  that  flander’d  me  pay- 
ing fo  dear  as  200/.  damages,  will  not  onely  him- 
felf  beware,  but  alwaies  teach  others  to  hold 
their  peace. 
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CHAP.  XXXI. 


The  Drngjicr  now  breaking  in  earncfl , endeavours 
to  cheat  Ids  Creditors , and  convey  himfelf  and 
Eftate  into  Holland  ; but  is  difcovered,  and  his 
Eftate  feized,  and  himfelf  flopt ; but  by  ajfifl- 
ance  of  the  Relator , he  gets  off,  and  having  a 
good  fum  of  Money,  and  the  Scrivener  and  his 
Wench,  all  get  aivay,  and  travel  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies. 

Hus  did  the  Drugfter  finifh  his  flory.  I re- 


ceived fatisfadlion  equal  to  whatever  I had 
either  in  the  Scrivener,  BookTeller,  or  any  other 
Relation  ; for  I found  that  his  Adlions  had  been 
different  from  theirs  ; for  what  they  did  under  the 
cloak  of  honefty,  he  did  under  that  of  Religion, 
which  I found  was  too  often  the  covering  of 
Knavery.  This  Difcourfe  being  ended,  and  our 
Wine  out,  we  parted  ; proffering  to  each  other  all 
kinde  of  fervice  : and  indeed  it  was  through  his 
occafion,  and  to  do  him  fervice,  that  I am  come 
to  this  place,  fo  far  from  my  Country  ; I fhall 
therefore  give  you  an  account  of  his  laft  Adtions 
in  England,  which  are  as  remarkable  as  any  I 
have  hitherto  related  to  you ; as  alfo  fomewhat 
further  of  the  Scrivener,  who  is  our  other  Com- 
panion ; and  fo  finifh  this  large  Narrative,  which 
I doubt  hath  almoft  wearied  you. 

I being  unwilling  to  hinder  the  Traveller  in 
profecuting  his  Story,  had  with  much  plcafurc 
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attended  and  hearkned  to  what  he  had  faid ; and 
though  his  Difcourfe  was  long,  and  had  taken  up 
much  time,  yet  I found  fo  much  pleating  variety, 
that  made  me  ample  fatisfadtion  and  amends  ; 
and  being  defirous  to  know  the  reft  of  their  Ad- 
ventures, and  what  fortune  or  misfortune  had 
brought  them  hither,  I defired  him  to  proceed, 
which  he  did  in  this  manner  : 

I was  now  acquainted  with  three  perfons, 
{viz.  the  Scrivener,  Bookfeller,  and  Drugfter, 
an  account  of  whofe  adtions  I have  given  you) 
that  gave  me  full  fatisfadtion,  and  put  me  into  an 
abfolute  opinion,  that  there  was  not  onely  Kna- 
very ufed  in  all  Trades  and  Profeffions,  but  that 
moft  Trades  were  compofed  of,  and  moft  Eflates 
gotten  by  over-reaching  and  Knavery : I there- 
fore refolved  to  look  about  me,  and  fee  what  I 
could  do  in  the  world  ; and  having  an  intimate 
and  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Scrivener,  I 
was  by  him  fupplyed  with  what  money  I defired, 
laying  it  out  in  Clothes,  which  I bought  at 
the  fecond  hand,  and  fold  again  to  my  profit, 
and  fo  repaying  the  Scrivener,  who  took  no 
other  intereft  then  a Pint  or  a Quart  of  Wine.  I 
did  light  upon  fo  many  good  Bargains,  that  I 
had  gained  a flock  of  about  fifty  pound  of  my 
own,  and  my  Mafter  did  not  contradidt  or  deny 
me  in  my  dealing,  becaufe  I afiifted  him  in  his 
profit,  by  bringing  him  Cuftomers  of  our  Club 
and  acquaintance  ; I brought  the  Scrivener  and 
Drugftcr  to  be  acquainted  together,  and  they 
liked  one  another  fo  well,  that  they  contradled 
a friendfhip,  which  had  hitherto  lafted  ; and 
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the  Scrivener  was  likewife  affiftant  to  the  Drug- 
fter in  procuring  him  moneys  at  a pinch,  which 
he  honeftly  repaid  him ; and  the  Captain  (which 
I told  you  the  Scrivener  firft  adventured  to  Sea 
withal,  fo  much  to  their  own  profit,  and  the 
lofs  of  the  Infurers)  was  now  a perfon  admit- 
ted into  our  Society,  and  being  now  got  up 
again  in  the  world,  became  Mafter  of  a good 
Ship,  and  was  often  imployed  by  the  Drugfter, 
and  others  of  his  acquaintance,  on  feveral  fhort 
Voyages  to  Holland,  when  at  his  return  he  was 
afiifted  in  fecuring  and  conveying  much  prohi- 
bited and  uncuftomed  Goods  by  the  Drug- 
fter, which  was  to  the  very  great  gain  of  them 
both ; and  in  general  we  all  thrived  very  well, 
till  fortune,  who  is  always  changeable,  in  fhort 
time  turn’d  tail  upon  the  Drugfter,  and  had 
like  to  have  crufh’d  him  to  nothing.  He  being 
at  the  height  of  his  Trade,  and  ftudying  now 
onely  how  to  be  an  Alderman,  did  drive  a great 
Trade,  buying  and  felling  much  Commodities, 
both  Drugs  and  Grocery  Ware,  and  indeed  any 
other  Merchandize  whatever,  nothing  came  a- 
mifs  to  him,  till  at  length  he  not  onely  had  a 
great  lofs  at  Sea,  but  buying  a great  quantity  of 
Pot-afhes,  intending  to  make  a great  profit  by 
keeping  them  up,  he  loft  1000/.  at  a clap;  for 
much  of  that  Commodity  coming  in  unexpe- 
ctedly, he  was  forced  to  fell  his  at  great  lofs: 
thefe  two  unlucky  hits,  both  falling  on  the  neck 
of  one  another,  fhrewdly  fqueezed  him  ; but  he 
being  of  a great  courage,  took  little  notice  of  it 
to  the  World,  but  ftill  run  on  all  that  he  could, 
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adventuring  a great  part  of  the  remainder  of 
his  Eftate  to  Sea,  which  likewife  failing,  he  was 
quite  undone  ; but  remembring  that  he  had 
been  in  as  bad  condition,  formerly,  and  ftill 
made  a fhift  to  come  off  clear,  and  creep  up  a- 
gain,  his  credit  being  ftill  high,  he  bought  great 
quantities  of  Goods  upon  credit,  to  pay  at  three 
months;  but  not  knowing  how  to  beftir  him- 
felf,  being  now  got  very  highly  in  Debt,  and 
knowing  very  well  that  he  could  not  make  pro- 
fit enough  by  thofe  Goods  to  fet  himfelf  to 
rights,  he  thereupon  bethought  himfelf  of  con- 
veying away  what  he  had,  and  giving  all  his 
Creditors  the  flip  : he  had  two  other  induce- 
ments that  moved  him  thereto,  the  one  was  his 
Wives  death,  which  was  lately  happened,  and 
the  other  was  his  Wenches  content  and  earned: 
defire  for  him  to  do  fo,  promifing  him  to  aftift 
him  in  all  fhe  could,  and  alfo  to  accompany  him 
in  his  Voyage. 

This  being  agreed,  the  place  intended  for  his 
Voyage  being  Holland,  he  fold  as  much  Goods 
in  London  at  an  under-rate  for  ready  money,  as 
he  received  600/.  for ; and  the  reft  of  his  goods 
amounting  to  1 500/.  worth,  was  put  on  board 
a Ship,  which  was  immediately  to  fet  fail  for 
Amjlerdam\  his  Lady  being  on  board  the  Ship, 
but  in  a Difguife,  Virago- like,  habited  in  mans 
apparel : he  carried  not  his  defigne  fo  clofely, 
but  fome  of  his  Creditors  got  knowledge  of  it, 
and  underftanding  the  bufinefs  to  be  defperate, 
took  out  a Statute  of  Bankrupt,  and  going  on 
board  the  Ship  feized  on  all ; he  being  then  at 
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London , taking  leave  of  me,  the  Scrivener,  and 
fome  other  friends.  This  being  done,  the  news 
came  quickly  to  his  knowledge  ; for  before  we 
parted,  two  of  his  Creditors,  accompanied  with 
Officers,  not  onely  acquainted  him  with  what 
they  had  done,  but  alfo  fecured  his  perfon.  We 
were  all  furprized  at  this  aftion,  efpecially  the 
Drugfter,  who  now  appeared  more  dead  then 
alive  ; and  though  he  was  asked  many  Quefti- 
ons,  yet  he  knew  not  readily  how  to  anfwer  one ; 
and  therefore  they  foon  left  us,  carrying  him 
away  to  one  of  their  own  houfes,  where  they  ty- 
rannically kept  him  for  fome  days,  not  permit- 
ting any  perfon  to  come  at  him  ; for  though  I 
attempted  it,  ’twas  in  vain.  The  Scrivener  and  I 
being  together,  wondred  at  the  action,  and 
could  not  tell  what  fhould  be  the  occafion  of  this 
fudden  bufinefs;  for  the  Drugfter  had  not  ac- 
quainted us  with  the  bottom  of  his  defigne,  one- 
ly telling  us,  that  he  was  to  go  a two  Months 
Voyage  to  Holland , and  fo  return.  I then  part- 
ed from  the  Scrivener,  and  attempted  to  fee 
and  to  fpeak  with  my  friend  the  Drugfter,  but 
it  could  not  be  at  prefent ; but  by  often  impor- 
tuning and  pretending  bufinefs  of  confequence, 
in  ten  days  time  I was  permitted  to  fee  and 
fpeak  with  him  ; when  having  fecured  and  exa- 
mined the  Chamber  where  he  was,  that  none 
might  over-hear  our  Difcourfe,  he  foon  acquain- 
ted me  with  every  particular  of  his  bufinefs  and 
defigne;  nor  did  he  relate  to  me  that  his  Wench 
was  on  board  in  mans  apparel,  and  how  he  had 
given  100/.  in  filver  into  her  Cuftody.  But,  faid 
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I,  where  is  the  other  500/.  for  in  all  I heard 
you  fay,  you  had  600/.  in  ready  money  ? That 
faid  he,  I hope  is  fafe,  if  my  Clothes  are  fo;  and 
therefore,  I pray,  faid  he,  affift  me  a little  in  this 
affair,  and  enquire  what  is  become  of  the 
Wench  and  my  Clothes,  and  I doubt  not  but  in 
few  days  to  put  all  things  right  enough  again. 
I not  onely  promifed  him  to  do  my  utmofl,  but 
went  about  it  very  faithfully ; and  going  on 
board  the  Ship,  found  that  all  was  gone ; but 
upon  enquiry,  heard  that  the  young  man  that 
was  to  accompany  the  Drugfter  in  the  Voyage, 
was  on  fhore  at  a houfe  not  far  off:  thither  I 
went,  and  upon  enquiry  found  out  the  party : 
I defired  private  fpeech  with  him,  for  fhe  went 
for  a man  : this  was  granted,  and  I difcovering 
my  felf  fo  plainly  to  her  in  eveiy  particular,  file 
made  no  great  difficulty  to  be  as  free  writh  me, 
and  told  me,  that  all  was  gone,  Clothes,  and  e- 
very  thing  elfe,  except  her  own  Box,  where  fhe 
had  fecured  the  100/.  that  was  given  to  her;  and, 
continued  fhe,  My  friend  could  not  have  em- 
ployed any  perfon  to  me,  to  whom  I would  have 
been  fo  free  as  I fhall  be  to  you:  for  though  you 
do  not  know  me  in  this  Habit,  yet  I fuppofe,  had 
T my  woman’s  drefs,  you  would  foon  remember 
me  : I then  protefted  to  her,  that  I could  not 
call  her  Phifnomy  to  minde.  Well,  faid  fhe,  we 
have  been  more  inward,  and  ere  now  lain  toge- 
ther; and  thereupon  told  me,  that  fhe  was  one 
of  thofe  three  that  I lay  with  in  one  night,  and 
had  redeemed  from  pawn,  as  I have  formerly 
told  you,  at  my  laff  coming  to  London.  Upon 
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this,  though  flie  was  in  breeches ; I made  bold 
to  kifs  her  and  embrace  her : Well,  faid  the, 
proceed  no  further,  there  may  be  time  enough 
for  the  reft ; let  us  now  confult  what  is  neceffa- 
ry  to  be  done  for  our  diftreffed  friend  ; for,  faid 
fhe,  if  you  and  he  defire  it,  I fhall  be  willing  to 
part  from  all  the  hundred  pounds,  which  I am 
yet  Miftrefs  of.  Well,  replyed  I,  you  are  the 
moft  generous  and  deferving  Woman  of  all  your 
Sex,  efpecially  of  your  Quality,  not  onely  for 
what  you  now  offer,  but  what  I formerly  by  ex- 
perience, and  lately  by  his  Relations  have  un- 
derflood  of  you.  Truely,  replyed  Hie,  where  I 
promife  fidelity,  I perform  it ; and  where  I finde 
worth,  I will  endeavour  to  deferve  and  requite 
it : and  though  I have  lived  wantonly,  yet  fince 
I was  entertained  by  this  Gentleman  as  his  friend, 
I have  been  wholly  conftant,  and  will  perfevere 
therein  fo  long  as  he  is  able,  or  I can  otherwife 
handfomely  contrive  a way  to  fubfift.  In  this  you 
are  very  obliging,  faid  I,  but  I hope  you  will  not 
deny  any  old  friend  a courtefie.  Well,  faid  fhe, 
more  of  that  hereafter.  From  this  difcourfe  we 
fell  to  the  matter  in  hand,  confulting  and  con- 
triving what  was  moft  neceffary  to  be  done  for 
our  friends  prefent  accommodation  : for  the 
prefent,  we  agreed  all  the  money  fhould  lye  in 
her  hands,  onely  fhe  fhould  remove  her  quarters 
to  the  place  appointed. 

This  being  done,  I again  repaired  to  him,  and 
acquainted  him  with  my  proceedings  ; he  was 
glad  I had  found  her  and  the  hundred  pound  : 
but  when  I told  him  that  the  Cheft  with  his 
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Clothes  were  gone  and  fecured  from  him,  he  was 
almoft  out  of  his  wits,  cryed  out  that  now  he  was 
miferable,  and  never  till  now.  Well,  faid  I, 
come,  be  contented,  there  may  be  a way  found 
to  remedy  this  evil.  No,  faid  he,  never  till  I am 
again  Matter  of  that  Cheft  with  my  Clothes.  Up- 
on this  he  was  filent,  and  foon  after  two  of  his 
chief  Creditors  entred  the  Chamber,  and  told 
him  that  if  he  would  be  ingenious  with  them,  that 
they  would  not  onely  releafe  him,  but  put  Mo- 
ney in  his  Pocket,  that  he  might  trade  again  : 
For,  faid  one  of  them,  we  have  been  at  great  coft 
already  for  the  taking  out  the  Commiffion  of 
Banckrupt,  and  the  Commiffioners  Fees  for  fit- 
ting hath  already  coft  two  hundred  pound,  and 
it  every  day  runs  up  to  more  and  more  ; So  that 
in  fine,  it  will  confume  the  Eftate,  unlefs  you 
will  affift  us  in  making  up  your  accounts ; for  there 
are  feveral  that  we  fuppofed  had  owed  you  mo- 
ney, do  put  in  for  to  have  a fhare  with  us  : and 
thereupon,  they  named  two  or  three  parties  who 
had  demanded  monies  of  them.  1 o this  the 
Drugfter  replyed,  that  he  owed  no  fuch  fums  as 
were  pretended,  and  that  one  of  them  owed  him 
two  hundred  pound  ; he  alledging  this,  and  of- 
fering to  prove  it,  they  defired  him  to  provide 
again  ft  the  next  day  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
miffi oners  ; and  if  he  did  juftifie  this,  they  would 
immediately  difcharge  him.  This  being  agreed 
on,  they  left  him,  and  he  was  now  in  fomewhat 
better  taking  than  he  had  been,  and  I encouraged 
him  to  bear  up,  and  hope  for  the  belt.  Well, 
faid  he,  if  I can  but  get  my  Cheft  of  Clothes  a- 
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gain  I care  not;  and  I pray  fail  not  to  be  with  me 
to  morrow,  and  get  my  Miftrefs  to  fend  me  ten 
pound,  that  I may  have  occafion  to  ufe.  We  dif- 
courfed  not  much  further  for  the  prefent,  but 
parted  ; and  I returning  home  to  my  Matters, 
asked  leave  to  be  abfent  for  that  night ; to  which 
he  contented  ; and  indeed,  I had  fo  much  liberty, 
that  I might  ftay  out  fo  long  as  I pleated,  my 
Matter  ufing  me  rather  like  a Companion  then  a 
Servant. 

I now  went  to  the  Drugfters  Lady,  and  my 
quondam- acquaintance,  and  informing  her  of  my 
bufinefs,  fhe  freely  delivered  me  ten  pound:  But, 
faid  I,  this  is  not  all,  I mutt  have  fomewhat  elfe 
before  I go;  and  thereupon  called  for  Wine,  and 
we  drank  fo  briskly,  that  we  were  both  pretty 
merry:  And  it  being  now  late,  the  asked  me 
where  I intended  to  lodge:  I faid,  with  her;  That 
mutt  not  be,  replyed  fhe:  and  indeed  I had  fome- 
what to  do  to  perfwade  her  to  it;  but  at  length  I 
did,  and  we  lay  together  without  any  fufpition, 
fhe  going  for  a man.  We  often  interchanged 
many  amorous  imbraces,  and  performed  all  thofe 
dalliances  that  two  longing  Lovers  could  expe6t, 
and  made  many  proteftations  of  a farther  friend- 
fhip : I telling  her,  that  I believed  her  friend  the 
Urugfter  would  not  be  offended,  if  he  knew  of  our 
enjoyments,  and  would  as  well  impart  her  to  me, 
as  he  had  done  his  chiefeft  fecrets:  Well,  faid  fhe, 
if  you  gain  his  confent,  you  command  mine, 
and  I therefore  leave  it  to  your  management ; 
and  I fuppofe  if  you  tell  him  of  our  former  ac- 
quaintance, the  greateft  difficulty  will  be  over- 
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come.  This  I thought  would  be  a ready  way,  as 
indeed  it  was  : and  fince  then  we  have  had  an  e- 
qual  enjoyment  of  her;  the  having  lain  with  one 
of  us  every  night  fince,  and  during  our  Voyage 
hither,  and  is  one  of  thofe  two  are  in  mens  ap- 
parel, and  is  called  George. 

But,  faid  I,  to  return  to  my  matter  in  hand,  I 
the  next  morning  parted  from  her,  and  with  ten 
pound  in  my  pocket,  went  to  my  friend,  who 
was  going  before  the  Commiffioners,  whither  I 
attended  him  ; and  there  he  carried  himfelf  with 
fo  much  freedom  and  ingenuity,  that  he  was  fet 
at  liberty,  and  promifed  more  favours : he  then 
made  it  his  requeft,  that  he  might  have  the  Cheft 
with  his  Clothes  : to  this  fome  contented,  but 
others  replied,  all  muft  be  apprifed,  and  till  then 
nothing  could  be  difpofed  of,  and  therefore  they 
demanded  the  key  of  him : this  he  refuted ; but 
they  told  him,  that  then  they  would  break  it 
open : he  feeing  there  was  no  other  remedy,  pro- 
mifed to  bring  it  the  next  morning,  and  then 
defired  they  might  be  apprifed,  and  delivered  to 
him : and  thus  they  parted  ; and  after  he  and  I 
had  drunk  a Pint  of  Wine,  we  alfo  parted. 

As  I was  going  home  I met  with  the  Scrivener, 
who  being  defirous  to  know  how  matters  went 
with  the  Drugfter,  would  enforce  a glafs  of  Wine 
on  me  ; when  I told  him  all  the  matter,  and 
omitting  nothing,  we  judged  that  his  five  hundred 
pound  was  in  that  Cheft  with  his  Clothes,  and 
that  now  he  would  be  ftripp’d  of  it.  But,  faid 
the  Scrivener,  I with  he  were  Matter  of  that  Mo- 
ney, and  then  I fhould  propound  a way  to  him 
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to  leave  them,  by  making  him  partner  in  a defign 
which  I have  lately  projedted,  and  is  now  neer 
execution. 

I needed  not  ufe  many  words  to  perwfade  him 
to  acquaint  me  with  his  defign,  wherefore  after 
few  words,  he  opened  to  me  the  matter  thus  : 

I have,  faid  he,  lived  in  fo  full  an  enjoyment 
of  every  thing  here,  that  I am  weary  of  it,  be- 
ing tied  to  one  place  ; and  my  fpirit  being  of  a 
foaring  rambling  temper,  am  defirous  of  novel- 
ty and  change  ; and  to  that  end  I have  fome  time 
fince  purpofed,  and  lately  contrived  a way  to 
leave  England  for  fome  other  place,  and  confut- 
ing with  the  Captain  whom  you  know,  have  re- 
folved  for  the  Eajl-Indies , whither  he  is  now 
Dound  : and  that  I might  not  go  away  beggerly, 
'for  I never  intend  to  return,  unlefs  very  rich) 
I have  contrived  a way  how  to  carry  good  ftore 
of  money  with  me,  which  I am  now  plentifully 
provided  with.  Yes,  faid  I,  I know  it  is  no  diffi- 
culty for  you  to  procure  what  money  you  will, 
laving  the  keeping  of  fo  much  Cafli.  You  are 
miftaken,  faid  he,  I intend  not  to  wrong  my  Maf- 
:er  of  a penny,  but  have  done  it  otherwife,  the 
manner  thus : 

My  Matter  hath  lately  taken  a Journey  into  the 
Country,  and  left  the  foie  management  of  his 
affairs  to  me  ; and  refolving  now  to  make  ufe  of 
my  time,  I have  put  my  Projedt  in  Execution. 
I have  been  with  one  of  our  Money-Mafters,  and 
told  him,  that  fuch  a man,  whom  he  knew  to  be 
a good  man,  that  is,  a rich  man,  wanted  fo  much 
Money  ; this  he  readily  contented  to,  and  I had 
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the  Money  delivered  tome,  only  giving  him  a Bond, 
whereto  I have  counterfeited  the  name  of  him 
whom  I told  him  was  the  Borrower,  and  my  felf, 
with  one  more  was  a witnefs  : this  have  I done 
with  two  or  three,  who  I was  confident  would 
truft  me  ; and  with  two  I have  pretended  they 
would  borrow  of  one  another  two  hundred  pound 
apiece,  and  given  each  of  them  a Counterfeit 
bond  ; and  I cannot  chufe  but  fmile,  to  think  in 
what  a cafe  they  will  both  be  when  the  time  of 
payment  comes,  and  inftead  of  receiving,  they 
will  demand  two  hundred  pounds  of  each  other : 
it  may  be,  they  will  be  fo  frolick  as  to  go  to  law  ; 
if  they  do,  it  will  make  good  fport  for  the  Law- 
yers. By  this  means,  as  I tell  you,  I have  raifed 
fifteen  hundred  pounds,  which  I have  all  ready 
by  me  in  good  Jocobuffes,  and  am  ready  in  ten 
days  to  march  off  with  my  Captain  for  the  Eajl- 
Indies  ; now  if  the  Drugfter  had  his  Money  in 
readinefs,  I fhould  be  glad  of  fo  good  Company. 
I heard  him  with  much  delight,  and  from  that 
very  minute  refolved  to  make  one  of  the  Company, 
and  then  offered  him  my  fervice,  which  he  kindly 
accepted  of,  and  promifed  me  that  I fhould  fhare 
all  fortunes  with  him. 

I went  back  to  my  Miftrefs,  and  provided  my 
felf  for  my  Voyage  : and  the  next  day  the  Drug- 
fterbringing  his  Keys,  thcCheft  where  his  Clothes 
were  was  opened,  and  all  in  it  was  examined, 
but  no  Money  found  : I remember  at  every  par- 
cel of  Clothes  they  took,  his  eye  was  fo  fixed,  that 
I thought  he  would  never  remove  it ; but  at  length 
all  was  pafs’d  over,  and  the  Clothes  prized  at 
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twenty  pounds  : he  earneftly  entreated  that  he 
might  have  them  ; but  they  replied,  they  could 
not  do  it  without  the  content  of  all,  unlefs  they 
gave  fo  much  out  of  their  own  pockets,  and  they 
had  already  loft  too  much  by  him.  He  finding 
that  there  was  no  way  but  one,  took  me  with 
him  to  a Tavern,  and  conjured  me  to  do  him 
one  kindnefs,  which  was,  by  all  means  to  pur- 
chafe  thefe  Clothes  at  any  rate ; giving  me  the 
ten  pound  I had  brought  him,  and  five  pound 
more,  he  knew  not  at  prefent  what  to  do  for  five 
or  ten  pounds  more,  which  he  advifed  me  to  give 
for  the  Clothes  rather  than  fail.  It  was  too  far 
to  go  to  his  Ladies  Quarters,  wherefore  I out  of 
my  own  ftock  fupplied  that  want ; and  then  going 
to  the  Creditors,  with  much  ado  perfwaded  one 
of  them,  who  had  the  Keys,  to  fell  me  the  Clothes  : 
he  would  not  confent  to  do  this,  unlefs  I would 
give  him  thirty  pound,  which  was  ten  pound 
more  then  they  were  apprized  at : though  the  de- 
mand was  unreafonable,  yet  I was  forced  to  con- 
fent ; and  putting  ten  pound  of  the  money  into 
his  own  pockets,  willingly  delivered  the  Clothes 
to  me,  charging  me  not  to  difcover  what  I gave. 
I did  not  much  heed  what  he  faid,  but  gladly  re- 
ceived the  Cheft  and  key,  and  carried  it  to  the 
Drugfter,  who  with  much  impatience  expedted 
me  ; it  being  carried  up  into  a private  Chamber, 
and  the  door  faft  locked,  he  unlocked  the  Cheft, 
and  took  out  the  Clothes,  and  drawing  his  Knife, 
unript  the  Collar  of  a Doublet,  where  were  feveral 
pieces  of  Gold  : Nay  then,  faid  he,  we  are  ftill 
fafe,  and  I defie  Fortune  and  all  her  malice  : in 
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lefs  then  half  an  hour,  with  my  affiftance,  we 
found  out  500  /.  in  Gold,  which  was  fewed  up  in 
feveral  places  about  the  Clothes.  This  being  done, 
I foon  acquainted  him  with  the  Scriveners  Pro- 
ject, and  my  refolution  : to  this  he  likewife  con- 
fented,  only,  faid  he,  I muft  not  leave  my  honed 
Girl  behind  me.  For  that,  faid  I,  I queftion  not 
but  I fhall  have  fome  influence  to  perfwade  her ; 
and  thereupon  I acquainted  him  with  my  former 
knowledge  of  her  : Well,  faid  he,  fince  it  is  fo,  we 
will  continue  her  a friend  to  us  both,  and  not 
entertain  any  jealoufie.  In  fine,  we  agreed  not 
only  in  that  particular,  but  in  every  thing  elfe  ; 
and  the  Scrivener  being  acquainted  with  all  our 
defigns,  we  fo  ordered  the  matter,  that  I,  the 
Drugfter,  and  our  Miftrefs,  and  the  Scrivener 
and  a Wench  of  his,  whom  he  had  likewife  put 
into  mans  Apparel,  did  all  come  on  board  with 
all  our  Treafure  into  our  Captains  Ship  which 
was  in  the  Downs , and  bound  for  this  place  ; and 
fo  having  good  Winds,  good  Company,  and  every 
thing  to  our  content,  are  all  fafely  arrived  in  this 
place. 
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CHAP.  XXXII. 

He  being  now  by  the  Relator  brought  acquainted 
with  the  Scrivener,  Drug  Her,  and  the  reft  of  his 
Companions  ; they  enter  into  difcourfe  about  the 
fever al Factious  Religions praclifed  in  England. 

THus  did  our  Relator  finifh  his  long  ftory, 
which  was  fo  filled  with  profit,  as  well  as 
pleafure,  that  I accounted  the  time  I had  fpent 
in  hearing  him  the  belt  beftowed  of  any  : for  I 
gathered  lo  much  variety  of  experiences,  that  if 
I had  any  minde  to  profecute  my  former  courfe 
of  life  in  cheating  and  Roguing,  I might  now 
foon  profefs  my  felf  to  be  my  Arts-Mafter,  if  I 
did  but  bravely  follow  thofe  Examples  he  had  re- 
lated to  me:  but  if  they  were  any  wife  improved, 
as  I had  a Genius  fit  enough  to  be  highly  aftive, 
I might  then  out-do  all  Example. 

Thefe  were  my  firft  thoughts,  but  I had  not 
much  time  to  fpend  in  contemplation  : but  he 
having  put  an  end  to  his  difcourfe,  I kindly 
thanked  him  for  his  great  freedom  ufed  in  his  re- 
lation ; and  told  him,  that  fince  he  had  been  fo 
generous  to  me  in  unbofoming  himfelf,  I in  re- 
quital did  promife  himalafting  friendfhip,  and  at 
our  firft  leafure  recount  fome  of  my  life  to  him, 
which  I had  hitherto  concealed,  that  fhould  give 
him  fatisfa6lion  that  I intended  to  ufe  an  abfo- 
lute  freedom  with  him. 
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Thus  did  we  contra£l  a friendfhip,  and  it  was 
now  time  to  eat  fomewhat,  the  beft  part  of  the 
day  having  been  fpent  in  his  long  narrative  : fuch 
as  the  houfe  afforded  we  had,  and  after  a repaft, 
we  concluded  both  to  go  on  board  of  their  Ship 
to  finde  out  his  Companions  ; he  refolving  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  what  had  paffed  between  us, 
and  to  let  them  know  my  quality,  believing  they 
would  be  well  enough  fatisfied  with  what  he  had 
done,  becaufe  they  might  have  great  occafion  to 
make  ufe  of  me. 

In  this  refolution  we  were  preparing  to  go  to 
the  Ship,  when  the  Scrivener  and  Drugfter  en- 
tred  the  houfe,  enquiring  for  their  Companion, 
who  prefenting  himfelf  to  them,  they  defired 
him  to  walk  out,  that  they  might  confer  toge- 
ther : No,  faid  he,  let  us  take  a Room  here  and 
difcourfe,  which  we  may  do  with  as  much  free- 
dom as  any  where  elfe : he  urging  it,  they  con- 
fented,  and  having  a private  Room  and  neceffa- 
ries,  after  a cup  or  two  of  Wine  I left  their  com- 
pany, on  purpofe  to  give  my  friend  the  Taylor 
(who  was  called  Gregory ) the  opportunity  of  ac- 
quainting them  with  what  had  paffed  between  us, 
which  I fuppofe  he  did  in  very  few  words  ; for 
within  half  an  hour  I was  called  for,  and  being 
kindly  faluted  by  the  two  Gentlemen,  was  de- 
fired to  fit  down  and  make  one  of  their  Company. 
After  a Cup  or  two  of  Wine  more  had  paffed, 
my  friend  Gregory  Taylor’Oaws,  fpaketome : Friend, 
I have  acquainted  thefe  my  two  Friends  and  Com- 
panions with  our  late  difcourfe,  and  by  that  they 
know  that  all  their  affairs  are  known  to  you  alfo ; 
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I have  told  them  what  I know  of  you,  & we  are 
all  fenfible  that  your  acquaintance  may  be  very 
ufeful  and  neceffary  in  all  things,  but  much  more 
your  friendfhip  : Wherefore,  as  you  fay  I by  my 
freedom  with  you  have  merited  your  acquaint- 
ance and  friendfhip  ; fo  I defire  the  fame  room 
in  your  breft  for  my  Friends,  who  by  me  defire 
it,  and  in  requital  you  fhall  command  ours  ; and 
whatever  we  have,  you  fhall  be  equally  Matter  of 
with  our  felves. 

I made  no  long  paufe  in  replying  to  them,  that 
they  might  command  my  love  and  friendfhip,  and 
in  that  my  all,  to  render  them  the  utmoft  tefti- 
monies  that  I could.  And  thus  did  we  all  agree 
to  have  a friendly  correfpondence,  and  to  conceal 
nothing  of  our  affairs  one  from  another.  We  then 
drank  off  fome  more  Wine  ; and  though  their 
two  Ladies  and  the  Captain  were  abfent,  yet  we 
remembred  them  in  our  Cups,  and  refolved  the 
next  day  to  dine  all  on  board  the  Ship : and  at 
my  importunity  I fo  far  prevailed,  as  that  the 
Women  might  appear  there  in  their  own  Female- 
Habits  ; for  it  had  now  been  a long  time  fince  I 
faw  any  European  beauties. 

We  after  this  difcourfed  of  many  affairs  of  ge- 
neral confequence,  as  the  manner  of  the  Coun- 
tries, and  Governments  both  Ecclefiaftical  and 
Civil,  in  which  we  fpent  fome  time  : but  in  re- 
gard all  that  can  be  faid  of  that  matter,  is  already 
related  in  the  fecond  Chapter  of  this  fecond  part ; 
I fhall  therefore  here  forbear  it : but  it  wrought 
much  upon  the  fpirit  of  the  Drugfter  ; who  hav- 
ing formerly  been  a great  ftickler  in  Religion,  was 
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amazed  that  there  was  fo  good  a correfpondence 
in  Religion,  which  was  as  he  imagined  fo  bar- 
barous : Well,  faid  he,  I finde  that  mod  places 
enjoy  a greater  happinefs  in  their  conformities 
in  Religion,  then  our  Native  Country  of  England; 
for  there,  inftead  of  Unity  and  loving  Confor- 
mity, they  are  rent  and  torn  in  peeces  into 
many  Factions  ; and  that  hath  been  the  prin- 
cipal occafion  of  the  effufion  of  fo  much  blood 
as  hath  been  fpilt  of  late  years  ; and  when  I left 
England,  there  was  ftill  a difcontented  party  that 
was  ready  on  all  occafions  to  attempt  a publique 
mifchief  for  their  private  intereft,  and  onely  to 
maintain  a private  felf-will’d-fancy,  which  they 
term’d  Religion. 

I my  felf  was  for  a long  time  bewitcht  with  a 
Fanatick  Zeal ; and  my  Mafter  being  a man  of 
the  fame  Humour,  had  inftill’d  fuch  Principles 
into  me,  that  I had  much  ado  to  have  any  cha- 
rity for  any  perfon  that  was  in  the  right : but  in 
time  I finding  a great  deal  of  ftri6lnefs  in  the  pre- 
cife  pra6lice,  and  that  under  pretence  of  much 
Zeal,  there  was  more  Covetoufnefs  then  in  any 
other  perfvvafion  ; I quitted  that  perfwafion  for 
another,  and  fhifted  fo  long,  that  I found  my  life 
but  one  continued  Comedy  of  errors.  In  the  end  I 
went  over  to  the  Epifcopal  party,  & one  of  themoft 
powerful  reafons  that  I had  to  follow  the  Inde- 
pendant perfwafion,  was  a Woman,  my  Miftreffes 
Sifter,  as  I fuppofe  you  have  already  heard.  Yes, 
faid  I,  this  our  friend  hath  given  me  fatisfaflion 
in  that  particular,  and  I very  well  approve  of 
the  revenge  you  had  upon  her : and  as  for  my 
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own  part,  I was  once  a very  great  Lover  of  the 
Ramble  my  felf,  but  left  it,  out  of  a more  ge- 
nerous confederation  : for  being  in  company  with 
an  Orthodox  Parfon,  he  told  me  that  I was 
much  miftaken  in  my  opinions ; he  gave  me  fuch 
a Character  of  a Libertine  Zealot,  as  I knew  to 
be  true,  and  wholly  put  me  out  of  conceit  with 
the  Fadtion  : they  were  now  all  defirous  to  hear 
what  was  faid  to  that  particular ; and  therefore 
I told  them  I would  recolledl  my  felf,  and  give 
them  the  beft  account  that  I could,  and  fuch  a 
one  as  I believed  they  would  conclude  with  me, 
was  not  onely  ingenious,  but  true  : and  thereupon 
I began  in  this  manner. 
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The  Character  of  a Libertine 
Zealot. 


O defcribe  him  right,  is  a task  like  that  of 


the  Taylor  who  took  meafure  of  the  Devil  ; 
for  there  is  nothing  more  like  him  upon  Earth 
then  he  : He  is  lined  with  Covetoufnefs,  and  co- 
vered with  Hypocrifie,  the  Root  and  Cloak  of  all 
evil.  Although  at  this  time  he  carries  a Bible, 
yet  upon  occafion  he  wears  a Sword  ; fo  that  it  is 
hard  to  fay,  whether  he  be  of  the  Tribe  of  Simeon 
or  Levi.  He  fwallows  contrary  Oaths  fafter  then 
the  Eagles  in  the  Tower  do  gobbets  of  flefh  ; 
for  the  way  to  Hell,  and  the  Confcience  of  a 
Libertine,  are  two  broad  things.  He  condemns 
the  lawful  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the  Church ; 
and  is  more  ravifhed  with  the  fqueaking  of  a 
Tythe-pig,  then  with  the  Mufick  of  Organs. 

He  appears  at  his  Preachment  (like  ZEfops  Crow) 
in  a drefs  of  borrowed  feathers  ; for  he  preaches 
the  works  of  other  men,  which  are  fo  much  the 
worfe  for  the  coming  out  of  his  mouth,  as  Wares 
for  being  of  thefecond  hand.  But  it  would  grieve 
your  heart  to  fee  how  he  racks  the  ancient  Fa- 
thers, when  he  makes  his  own  confeflion,  and 
mangles  the  Modern  Divines  more  barbaroully 
then  the  Hang-man  did  the  body  of  Hugh  Peters ; 
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I am  fure  poor  Prifcian  gets  many  a broken 
head. 

His  Eloquence  confifts  altogether  in  rayling, 
as  though  he  had  got  his  education  at  Billinfgate. 
In  his  difcourfe  he  runs  on  like  a Mad-dog,  foam- 
ing and  open-mouth’d,  yelping  at  the  Reverend 
Bifhops ; and  even  accounts  many  of  his  own 
Brethren,  the  Se6laries,  as  mad  as  himfelf.  Yet 
fometimes  he  perceives  that  his  fluff  is  too  fhort 
for  the  hour-Glafs  ; and  then  the  wheels  of  his 
Rhetorick  move  very  heavily : he  then  fpends 
much  time  in  humming  and  fpitting ; and  with 
the  wiping  of  his  Nofe,  makes  manya  filthy  Paren- 
thefis. 

As  for  his  Text,  he  handles  that  as  Mofes  did 
his  Rod  when  it  was  turned  into  a Serpent,  he 
lays  it  down,  and  runs  away  from  it : yet  his 
Sermon  lies  all  written  before  him  ; for  the  poor 
Copy-holder  in  Divinity  can  do  nothing  with- 
out his  Notes.  This  his  weaknefs,  he  would  have 
you  think,  is  his  worth  ; for  he  chargeth  men 
of  abler  parts  with  prefumption  : Yet  when  he 
prays,  he  (huts  his  Eyes,  preferring  Nonfenfe 
and  Tautologies  before  the  Divine  Lyturgy. 
Vain  Wretch , that  dares  not  /peak  to  men  without 
Papers , and  yet  prefumes  to  talk  to  God  extempore  ! 
As  for  his  Congregation,  he  Saints  or  repro- 
bates them,  according  to  what  they  give  him  ; 
and  like  a Gypfie,  tells  good  Fortune  to  none 
but  thofe  that  crofs  his  hand  with  a piece  of  fil- 
ver ; and  by  him,  as  well  as  by  the  Pope,  you 
may  be  Canonized  formony  : Thus  he  is  ameer 
Balaam,  that  bleffeth  and  curfeth  for  reward  : he 
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that  oppofeth  him,  a6ls  the  part  of  an  Angel;  but 
he  that  fubmits  to  him  is  worfe  then  an  Afs. 
If  you  confider  his  conflancy,  he  is  a kind  of  Reli- 
gious Proteus , that  is  now  ready  to  fawn  upon  that 
Power  again  ft  which  he  hath  fo  long  bark’d.  If 
therefore  there  be  a Church  in  England \1\vvJs\z0n- 
fifts  of  men,  furely,  The  Orthodox,  faithful, 
conflant  Minifters,  are  the  Doors,  Windows,  Pil- 
lars, Bells  and  Candleflicks ; and  the  reft  ferve 
only  for  Weathercocks. 

It  is  confeffed,  that  at  the  beginning  of  this 
happy  Reformation,  he  was  a little  ftubborn  : per- 
haps, expefting  a fecond  War ; but  now  (poor 
heart)  he  hath  learned  to  pray  for  his  Majefty : 
but  (if  you  could  hear  the  language  of  his  Soul) 
it  is  fo,  as  impatient  heirs  pray  for  their  rich  fa- 
thers. There  are  two  forts  of  men,  who  having 
efcaped  a deferved  pair  of  Gallows,  pray  for  the 
King  very  ftrangely,  that  is,  a Felon,  whilft  the 
Executioner  burns  his  hand  ; and  a Traytor,  whilft 
the  Devil  fears  his  Confcience. 

If  you  would  know  his  name,  you  may  finde 
it  fubfcrib’d  to  an  ugly  Petition  ; for  where  Brad- 
fhaw  was  a Pilate  that  condemned,  he  was  one  of 
thofe  Jews  that  cry’d  Crucifie.  He  profeffes  for- 
row  for  the  Martyrdom  of  our  late  Soveraign  ; 
but  believe  him  not,  for  his  hand  helped  to  hale 
him  to  the  Block.  In  a word,  he  is  (at  belt)  but 
a State-Crocodile,  and  one  that  is  Maudlin-drunk 
with  the  Kings  blood. 

No  more,  but  if  you  chance  to  meet  with  a Hue 
and  Cry,  you  may  tell  them,  that  he  was  lately 
in  a Sequeftred  Parfonage. 
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This  Chara6ter  was  hugely  pleafing  to  the 
Drugfter ; and  indeed,  he  and  his  two  Compani- 
ons, the  Scrivener,  and  Gregory  the  Taylor,  did 
all  conclude,  that  it  was  very  ingenioufiy  true, 
and  gave  much  fatisfaflion  to  them  in  that  par- 
ticular; and  they  all  agreed,  That  the  Diffenters 
from  the  Church , were  the  Murtherers  of  their 
Prince. 

They  all  fo  well  approving  of  what  had  been 
faid  of  thefe  Varlets,  I told  them  that  I could 
likewife  relate  fomewhat  elfe  of  the  fame  Gentle- 
mans compofure,  who  writ  that  Charatter ; and 
which  I did  conclude  to  be  altogether  as  ingeni- 
ous, and  that  it  was  a great  novelty,  having  ne- 
ver as  yit  been  in  Print : they  being  earneft  in 
their  defires  to  hear  me,  I told  them  it  was  only 
the  fifth  Fable  of  Aifop  Moralized;  and  there- 
upon I began  as  follows  : 

The  Brutes  woitld  once  go  hunt:  a nimble  Crew 
Of  thofe  that  dwell  in  Dens  and  Caves  purfue 
And  take  a goodly  Stag,  who  in  his  fall 
Proclaims  fufficient  booties  unto  all. 

Bach  Beajl  being  troubled  with  their  hungry  maws, 
Were  urging  Clyents  to  their  panting  Jaws: 

Divide,  fays  one;  another  cries,  Cajl  lots; 

With  that,  the  Lyon  Roars , Away  ye  Scots  : 

Who's  that  who  fays  divide ? pray  be  content, 

The  firfl  part's  mine,  becaufe  mofl  excellent; 

4nd  but  one  part!  nay,  then  you  do  me  wrong ; 
i fecond  part  is  mine,  becaufe  mofl  flrong; 
lnd  if  you  dare  give  credit  to  my  word , 
lur  pain  and  fweat  have  merited  a third. 
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Now  there  remains  a fourth , which  is  but  /mail, 
And  Jcarce  worth  /peaking  of  amongfi  you  all; 
Which  you  may  give  me  willingly ; and  thus, 
Renew  the  friendfhip  betwixt  you  and  us. 

Be  wife  therefore;  is  it  more  fafe  to  move 
A Lyons  anger , or  confirm  Ids  love? 

For  if  you  flievo  the  leafi  unwillingnefs , 

I'll  make  you  know  the  Senior  of  your  Mefs. 
This  faid,  the  Hunters  were  amaz'd  thereat; 

They  knew  their  di/lance,  and  they  durfi  not  prate, 
But  hung  their  tails  betwixt  their  legs  for  fhame, 
And  went  away  more  hungry  then  they  came. 

This,  faid  I,  was  the  Fable,  which  though  it 
had  already  admitted  of  many  Paraphrafes  and 
Morals,  yet  was  never  yet  in  my  opinion  fo  fit 
and  aptly  moralized,  as  in  what  I fhall  here  re- 
cite, which  I did  thus  : 

But  take  away  the  Brutes , and  clear  the  Stage  ; 
Enter  thofe  mighty  Nimrods  of  the  Age: 

That  curfed  Crew  that  hunted  for  a Throne , 
And  made  a Babel  in  Religion. 

Lo  here  they  come,  that  England  did  exprefs 
To  be  more  brutifh  than  a Wildernefs: 

A Wide-moulJi  d-yclping-cur , with  a long  ear , 

Of  a Scotch  brood,  they  call'd  him  .• 

Cerberus  was  his  Syre,  and  for  his  dam 
A Beafl  to  whom  Adam  never  gave  name. 

The  folemn  Covenant  which  he  did  take, 

Hung  like  a pair  of  Couples  on  his  neck : 

The  which  he  foon  Jhook  off ; nay  more,  the  Dog 
Threw  by  his  confcience,  't  was  a tedious  Clog. 
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And  then  began  the  game:  Aftaeons  hounds 
Ne'er  gave  their  M after  half  fo  many  wounds, 

As  thefe  their  King:  it  was  a hellifh  brood 
That  took  the  fent  of  none  hit  Royal  blood. 

Loud  was  their  Cry , and  nimble  was  their  Race  ; 
A fadder  limiting  far  than  Chevy  Chafe. 

But  at  the  length , the  Royal  Hart  they  take , 

Nor  would  they  fpare  his  life  for  Caefars  fake  ; 

But  he  mujl  dye,  yet  Noble f corns 

His  fhare, onely  got  the  Horns. 

But  like  the  Lyon,  Cromwel,  that  great  man. 
Made  of  Behemoth  and  Leviathan, 

Thus fpeaks ; And  do  you  think, my  friends, to  fhare 
That  Prize  in  Peace,  which  I obtain'd  in  War  ? 
Divide  the  fpoil,  and  then  as  General  I 
Claim  the  firft  part  due  for  my  Excellency. 

A fccond part  our  able  Jlrength  demands; 

A third  is  mine,  ’ caufe  thefe  victorious  hands 
In  all  thofe  fights  wherein  we  had  to  do, 

Were  the  mo fi  painful  and  mo  ft  profperous  too. 
Thus  our  attivity,  and  flrength,  and  worth, 
Have  won  three  parts,  there  onely  refis  a fourth  ; 
Which  we'll  with  love  accept,  but  if  deny'd. 

Our  fword  fhall  teach  you  better  to  divide. 

Thus,  as  our  Saviours  Veflure,  which  might  not 
Be  cut  in  pieces,  was  obtain'd  by  lot: 

So  our  great  Charles  his  power,  which  could  not  be 
Diffolv' d into  an  Arijlocracie, 

Was  Tyrant  Cromwels  fhare;  and  now  our  whips 
W ere  turn'd  to  Scorpions:  Now  the  grand  Eclipfe 
Began;  we  faw  no  Sun  for  twice  feven  years, 
Onely  two  fatal  Stars  by  turns  appears: 

ProtcClor flap,  and  Rumpfhip  did  prevail: 
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Nol  was  the  Dragons  head,  and  they  the  tail. 
But  welcome  Charles  the  Second , happy  are  we, 
That  Britain’.?  Monarchy  s reftord  in  thee\ 

If  Cromwels  life  had  put  a period  to't, 

It'd  both  begun  and  ended  in  a Brute. 


If  they  were  pleas’d  with  the  foregoing  Cha- 
racters, this  Fable  thus  moralized  gave  them 
much  more  fatisfaCtion,  and  highly  contented 
them  ; for  the  truth  contained  in  it,  was  unde- 
niable, and  it  was  expreffed  with  much  ingenui- 
ty, and  they  told  me  that  certainly  he  that 
compofed  thefe  two  things,  the  Character  and 
Fable,  was  a perfon  very  ingenious,  and  able  to 
convert  any  that  were  feduced  in  that  FaCtion, 
unlefs  they  were  very  obftinate,  as  moft  of  that 
FaCtion  were : for  having  been  Rebellious  to 
their  Prince,  they  made  that  faying  true,  That 
Rebellion  is  as  the  fin  of  Witchcraft,  not  to  be  re- 
pented of 

In  this  difcourfe  of  the  feveral  FaCtions  in  Re- 
ligion we  fpent  fome  time ; and  the  Drugfter 
being  beft  acquainted  with  all  of  them,  made  a 
difcourfe  of  every  one  in  particular  from  top  to 
bottom : and  when  he  came  to  fpeak  of  them, 
he  told  us  that  he  fuppofed  there  would  now  in 
a fhort  time  be  fome  end  of  thefe  growing  Facti- 
ons; Becaufe,  faid  he,  that  Ouakerifm  is  the 
laft  that  is  rifen  up,  and  it  is  now  above  twelve 
years  fince  it  began  to  be  famous  ; and  though 
hitherto  it  encreafes,  yet  they  have  not  found 
any  other  novelty  from  that,  as  at  firft  there 
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was  out  of  the  firft  Religious  fa6lion  : but  there 
is  none  that  is  produced  by  the  Quaker ; fo 
that  it  is  hoped  that  will  be  the  laft  of  the  Fac- 
tions. I have  heard  of  one  fmall  Fadtion  that 
contradidls  the  Quakers,  and  that  is  one  Muggel- 
tons  Se6t,  who  together  with  one  Reeve,  does  pre- 
tend to  be  Lthe  two  laft  Witneffes  that  are  to 
come  upon  earth.  Reeve  is  fome  time  fince  dead, 
but  Muggleton  furviving  him,  is  a great  enemy  to 
the  Quakers,  and  their  chief  Opponent  ; for 
they  queftioning  his  Call,  he  for  that  caufe 
Damns  them ; and  fo  abfolute  he  is,  that  he  fays, 
after  he  hath  damn’d  them,  they  cannot  be  faved, 
not  by  Providence  it  felf.  He  profeffes  in  one 
of  his  writings,  being  an  Interpretation  of  the 
1 1 Chapter  of  the  Revelati'ons , That  he,  and  he 
alone  can  give  a true  Interpretation  of  the  Scrip- 
ture, and  unfold  the  whole  Counfel  of  God,  con- 
cerning himfelf,  the  Devil,  and  all  Mankind 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world  to  all  Eter- 
nity; and  this  was  never  revealed  by  any  of 
the  fons  of  men,  untill  now : Thus  fubfcribing 
his  Papers,  By  Lodowick  Mitggleton,  one  of  the 
two  laft  Commiffionated  Witneffes  and  Prophets 
of  the  only  High,  Immortal,  Glorious  God,  Chrijl 
Jefus. 

We  told  the  Drugfter  that  this  Se6t  of  Mug- 
gletons  we  had  not  heard  of ; and  I being  very  de- 
firous  to  be  further  acquainted  with  this  opinion, 
asked  him  if  he  h-ad  read  his  Writings,  Yes,  faid 
he,  and  there  is  as  extraordinary  matters  and 
opinions  handled  and  treated  of  therein,  as  any 
Se6t  that  this  laft  age  hath  produced  : nay, 
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and  more  abfolute  he  would  make  himfelf  then 
all  others  ; but  he  more  efpecially  writes  againft 
the  Quakers,  in  a manner  condemning  them  all 
in  general.  I defiring  to  be  more  particularly  in- 
formed of  his  writings,  he  granted  my  r-equeft, 
and  proceeded  as  followeth  : 

This  Book  of  his  writing,  faid  he,  falling  into 
the  hands  of  one  Edward  Bourn  a Quaker,  is  by 
him  defpifed  and  cavilled  at ; for,  he  faid  that  he 
had  perufed  it  till  he  was  weary  with  looking  into 
it,  for  it  was  one  of  the  dirtieft  andconfufedft  pieces 
of  work  that  ever  he  faw  : and  many  other  parti- 
cular cavils  had  he  againft  it ; which  Muggleton 
hearing  of,  is  fo  much  offended,  that  he  writes  a 
Letter  to  him,  dated  in  Auguji  1662.  and  there 
he  thus  concludes:  I write  thefe  Lines  unto  you 
Edward  Bourn,  knowing  you  to  be  of  the  feed  of 
the  Serpent , and  appointed  to  eternal  Damnation 
before  you  were  born ; though  you  know  it  not , 
I do  know  it , by  your  fpeakingevil  of  that  DoDrine 
which  is  declared  by  us  the  Witneffes  of  the  Spirit , 
by  calling  it  deceit,  confujion , and  lies,  with  many 
more  wicked  fpeeches  againft  the  purefl  truth  that 
ever  was  declared  by  Prophet  or  Apoflle,  becaufe 
this  is  the  Commiffion  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  lafl 
Witnefs  of  God  on  Earth. 

Therefore,  for  thefe  your  hard  fay ings againfl  the 
Doctrine  of  this  Commiffion  of  the  Spirit ; In  obe- 
dience unto  my  Commiffion,  I pronounce  you  curfed 
and  damned,  both  Soul  and  Body,  from  the  pre- 
fence of  God,  eledt  men  and  Angels,  to  Eternity  ; 
neither  fhall  that  light  within  you,  nor  any  God 
deliver  you  from  this  curfe , but  according  to  my 
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word  it  Jhall  be  upon  you,  becaufe  you  Jhall  know, 
that  God  hath  given  power  unto  Man  to  curfe  you 
to  eternity,  and  that  there  is  a Prophet  of  the 
Lord  now  in  England. 

This  Letter  being  thus  fubfcribed,  was  printed 
and  fent  to  the  faid  Edward  Bourn.  Alfo  an- 
other to  one  Samuel  Hooker  and  W.  S.  both  Qua- 
kers, wherein  amongft  other  things  he  thus 
writes  : 

Firjl , I declare  as  I am  a Prophet  and  Meffenger 
of  the  true  God,  that  the  people  called  Quakers  are 
not  the  children  of  the  mofl  high  God , but  for  the 
generality  of  them,  they  are  children  of  the  Devil, 
and  are  the  very  Seed  of  the  Devil,  and  were  begot- 
ten by  him  ; and  I ( as  lam  an  Ambaffador  ordained 
of  God  by  voyceof  Words)  can  as  truely  fay;  that 
they  are  the  Seed  of  the  Serpent,  and  fo  the  children 
of  the  Devil,  as  Chriftdid  to  the  Jews,  when  he  faid, 
that  they  were  Serpents,  yea  Devils,  and  the 
Devil  was  their  father.  So  can  I fay  by  you  Qua- 
kers, and  many  thoufands  more  as  well  as  you,  that 
you  were  the  children  of  the  Devil,  that  were  begot- 
ten by  him,  and  not  begotten  by  Adam,  who  never 
came  through  the  loyns  of  A.dam,  though  they  came 
through  the  womb  of  Eve.  For  this  I know,  Cain 
was  the  firfl-born  of  the  Devil,  and  Adam  had  no 
part  in  the  begetting  of  him.  And  from  this  Cain 
came  the  Jews  that  Chrifl  called  Serpents  and  De- 
vils. 

Much  more  he  writes  againffc  the  Quakers,  and 
is  as  abfolute  in  his  fentence  of  Damnation  a- 
gainft  thefe  two,  being  almoft  in  the  fame  words 
as  the  former.  His  writings  in  general  are  filled 
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with  many  ftrange  Opinions,  and  he  is  now  the 
greateft  Enemy  of  the  Quakers,  telling  them, 
that  they  are  but  fome  of  the  melancholy  fort 
of  Ranters,  and  by  falling  from  Ranting  to 
Quaking,  are  now  worfe  then  before  ; for  before 
they  were  in  the  Wildernefs,  but  are  now  re- 
turned back  into  Egypt , and  fo  the  further  off 
from  entring  into  the  Land  of  Canaan  : and  in 
one  place  he  is  pretty  pleafant  with  the  Qua- 
kers, for  faith  he,  The  greateft  things  that  ever 
I heard  the  Quakers  do,  is  to  find  fault  with  a 
piece  of  Ribbon,  Gold-button,  or  a Bandftring, 
and  fuch  like,  and  to  poffefs  themfelves  with  a 
melancholly  fpirit  of  Witchcraft,  and  fo  fall  into 
Witchcraft-fits,  to  lie  humming  and  groaning, 
which  doth  fright  the  beholders  ; fo  inftead  of 
thofe  merry-Devils  which  they  had  upon  the 
Ranting-fcore,  where  all  was  good,  lying  with 
their  Neighbours  wife,  deflowring  Virgins,  co- 
zening and  cheating,  and  deftroying  every  one 
in  their  outward  Eftate  which  did  entertain 
them,  and  now  that  Devil  is  caft  out,  now  they 
are  grown  in  as  much  extream  on  the  other  fide  ; 
for  now  they  are  grown  fo  precife  and  exa£t  for 
Apparel  and  for  words,  no  words  muft  be  placed 
out  of  joynt,  fo  that  no  man  can  almoft  tell 
how  to  deal  with  them  ; and  this  melancholly 
Devil  hath  caft  out  the  Ranting  Devil,  which 
makes  them  fo  proud  and  ftiff-necked,  thinking 
themfelves  that  they  are  better  then  other  peo- 
ple, when  as  they  are  worfe  ; for  they  are  pof- 
feffed  with  the  Spirit  of  Witchcraft,  which 
makes  them  two-fold  more  the  children  of  the 
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Devil  then  they  were  before;  which  none  can 
difcover  but  this  Commiffion  of  the  Spirit ; nei- 
ther did  I ever  hear  by  any  which  heard  the  Qua- 
kers fpeak,  that  they  did  ever  preach  any  found 
Dodtrine,  but  only  exhort  people  to  hearken  to 
the  light  within  them,  which  is  a very  low  & eafie 
thing  for  every  ordinary  underftanding  to  com- 
prehend ; and  this  is  the  caufe  there  is  fuch  a mul- 
titude of  men  and  women  fall  into  it,  &c.  And 
thus  did  he  proceed,  his  whole  writing  being  to 
pull  them  down,  and  fet  himfelf  up. 

Soon  after  the  Printing  of  thefe  Letters,  I met 
with  a Quaker,  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  and 
asked  of  him  whether  he  had  feen  thefe  Letters  of 
Muggletons , which  went  by  the  name  of  The  Neck 
of  the  Quakers  broken , or  cut  in  funder  by  the  two- 
edg  d fword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  put  into  my 
mouth.  . He  reply’d,  Yea  he  had.  What  thinkeft 
thou,  faid  I,  of  thofe  of  your  perfwafion  in  ge- 
neral, and  more  particularly  of  thofe  perfons 
whom  he  hath  damn’d  ? I think  him  to  be  a de- 
luded perfon,  faid  he,  for  I have  known  him 
long,  and  alfo  his  fellow  Prophet  Reeve,  who  is 
fince  dead  : and  I remember  this  one  paffage, 
that  one  of  our  perfwafion  did  calmly  difcourfe 
with  Reeve  about  many  principal  things  of  his 
Judgement  and  Opinion:  and  though  they  did 
not  agree  to  every  thing,  yet  Reeve  faid  he  be- 
lieved he  would  be  converted,  for  that  he  was  con- 
fident he  was  of  the  feed  of  Faith,  and  not  of 
that  of  the  Devil ; onely  that  his  eyes  were  not 
yet  opened,  but  in  time  they  would.  And  thus 
they  parted. 
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Soon  after  Muggleton  (who  was  always  more 
vigilant  than  Reeve ) being  affronted  by  fome 
Quakers,  according  to  his  cuftom  pronounced 
the  fentence  of  damnation  againft  them  , which 
the  Quakers  who  had  difcourfed  with  Reeve  hear- 
ing, and  meeting  with  Muggleton,  told  him  he 
had  done  veiy  ill,  in  being  fo  rafh  as  to  damn 
them  : And  further,  charged  him  with  wandring 
up  and  down  to  make  Se6ts.  To  this  Muggleton 
replyed  ; It  is  not  I,  it  is  thofe  of  the  Quakers 
that  wander  up  and  down ; as  thofe  that  went 
to  New  England,  and  John  Perrot  unto  Rome, 
to  get  the  Pope  and  his  Bifhops  to  be  Difciples  of 
Chrift ; and  there  to  be  punifhed  in  his  body : 
and  when  he  came  home  again,  to  be  damn’d 
to  eternity,  by  me,  for  his  pains  ; becaufe  he 
went  by  the  light  within  him,  and  was  not  fent 
by  the  voice  of  God  without  him  : Therefore 
eternal  damnation  will  be  his  reward  for  going 
without  a Commiffion  from  God  ; and  fo  will  all 
the  Minifters  of  the  Quakers.  And  whereas  you 
fay  that  my  mouth  is  full  of  curfing,  and  that  I 
fhall  reap  of  the  fame ; likewife  you  fay,  that  I 
am  out  of  Chrijls  and  the  Apoftles  Doftrine,  that 
faid,  blefs  and  curfe  not,  with  many  other  fayings: 
As  for  my  mouth  being  full  of  curfing,  that  is 
my  Commiffion  : neither  do  I curfe  any  but  De- 
vils, which  are  appointed  for  it  of  God  ; and 
there  is  never  a one  that  I have  curfed,  that  fhall 
escape  that  curfe  which  I have  denounced  upon 
them  ; neither  will  any  God  deliver  them  from 
it : for  I do  curfe  none  but  the  Seed  of  the  Ser- 
pent, who  had  his  curfe  denounced  upon  him 
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and  his  Seed,  at  the  beginning  by  God  himfelf. 

To  this  difcourfe  of  Muggletons,  our  Brother 
the  Quaker  making  fome  angry  reply,  in  contra- 
dicting what  he  had  faid,  Muggleton  did  for  that 
caufe  prefently  pronounce  the  ientence  of  Dam- 
nation, alledging  that  he  was  of  the  Seed  of  the 
Devil.  Thus,  faid  the  Quaker , though  Reeve  faid 
he  was  not  of  the  Seed  of  the  Devil ; yet  Mug- 
gleton, his  fellow-Prophet,  faid  he  was,  and  there- 
fore proceeded  againft  him  to  damnation.  Now 
whether  he  be  damned  or  faved,  judge  you  : And 
therefore,  faid  he,  I think  it  matters  not  much 
what  he  fays,  becaufe  they  thus  contradifl  one 
another. 

And  thus  we  parted,  and  I concluded,  that  as 
it  was  no  great  matter  what  Muggleton  faid  or 
did  ; fo  there  was  no  great  heed  to  be  taken  with 
what  was,  or  fhould  be  faid  or  done  by  the  Qua- 
kers : I believing  and  knowing  that  what  Mug- 
gleton had  faid  of  them  as  to  their  humours,  and 
falling  from  Ranti?ig  to  Quaking,  and  fuch  like 
particulars,  to  be  true ; though  I believed  him, 
and  all  other  Fadlions  to  be  alike  deluded  and 
miftaken  in  the  general. 

And,  continued  he,  though  this  Muggletons 
opinions  and  Do<5lrine  be  thus  ftrange,  and  he  a 
very  inconfiderable  unlearned  fellow,  being  by 
Profeffion  a Taylor  ; yet  he  hath  gained  many  to 
his  belief,  who  give  him  much  refpe<5t ; but  he 
takes  no  money  of  them,  onely  he  gets  his  wri- 
tings printed,  and  diftributing  them  among  his 
people,  they  pay  him  for  them  : but  in  the  main, 
he  works  at  his  Trade  for  a lively-hood  ; and  he 
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hath,  as  well  as  the  Quakers , fuffered  Imprifon- 
ment,  but  hath  been  releafed  and  favoured,  as  I 
have  heard,  by  fome  perfons  of  Honour,  who  are 
well-willers  to  him. 

Thus  did  the  Drugfter  difcourfe  of  the  Factions, 
and  we  with  him  did  hope  and  conclude,  that  fince 
there  was  no  greater  a growth  in  fadiion,  there 
having  been  no  new  ones  for  fome  years  laft  paft, 
that  it  was  more  then  probable  that  they  would 
confume  and  moulder  away  of  themfelves. 

The  forenoon  being  fpent  wholly  in  the  large 
Narrative  of  the  Adventures  of  my  now  fellow- 
Companions  and  Guefts,  and  the  moft  of  the  af- 
ternoon in  this  Difcourfe,  it  was  time  now  to 
think  of  parting  ; and  they  being  mindful  of  the 
entertainment  they  were  to  give  me  the  next  day 
on  board  of  their  Ship,  being  out  of  my  houfe 
furnifhed  with  fome  neceffary  provifions,  all 
parted  from  me. 
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CHAP.  XXXIII. 

He  is  treated  by  the  Travellers  onboard  of  their 
Ship,  where  he  fees  the  two  women-Travellers : 
he  invites  and  entertains  them  at  his  houfe;  where 
upon  enquiry  and  dijcourfe , he  dif covers  the  two 
Women  to  be  of  his  acquaintance  when  in  Eng- 
land. 

MY  Company  being  thus  parted  from  me,  I 
began  to  confider  all  the  paffages  that  had 
been  this  day  related  to  me;  and  after  a ferious 
contemplation  of  them,  I concluded,  that  I 
might  place  this  day  as  the  moft  remarkable  in 
all  my  life ; for  I was  acquainted  with  fo  much 
variety  of  experiences,  as  I had  in  a manner 
been  hitherto  wholly  ignorant  of;  what  had 
happened  to  me  in  the  former  part  of  my  life, 
having  been  trivial  in  comparifon  of  what  I had 
now  lately  heard  : and  I concluded,  that  if  I 
fhould  have  travelled  to  all  parts  of  the  world 
to  have  found  out  Companions  fit  for  me,  I 
could  never  have  been  better  accommodated 
with  thofe  that  fhould  have  been  fo  agreeable 
to  my  natural  inclination,  then  thofe  whom  for- 
tune had  now  brought  to  me.  I had  long  fince 
made  it  my  refolve,  to  make  my  life  as  comfor- 
table as  I could,  according  to  the  old  faying  a- 
mongft  thofe  of  my  quality,  Though  a fhort  life, 
yet  a merry:  and  I faw  Providence  had  put  fuch  an 
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opportunity  into  my  hands,  that  I had  all  things 
provided  for  me,  and  nothing  before  their  ar- 
rival was  wanting  but  fuch  a Society.  For  I had 
a plentiful  eftate,  but  that  gave  me  little  con- 
tent, being  without  the  ufual  fociety  of  the  Wits ; 
and  I now  was  likely  not  only  to  enjoy  that  in  a 
full  meafure,  but  alfo  there  was  fome  female 
Company,  the  two  Laffes  in  Mens  apparel,  who 
I underftood  were  good  Girls,  and  fuch  I hoped 
as  would  not  prove  hard-hearted,  and  deny  one 
of  their  Country-men  the  ufual  civility  of  their 
enjoyments:  I did  not  much  queftion  it,  becaufe 
indeed  I was  fo  much  in  favour  with  Venus,  that 
I was  hardly  ever  refufed  that  courtefie  by  any 
of  her  Votareffes. 

I told  my  wife,  there  was  a great  likelihood  of 
much  profit  to  be  gained  by  thefe  Guefts,  who 
were  refolved  to  take  up  my  houfe  wholly  for 
their  quarters,  and  therefore  I ordered  all 
things  to  be  provided  in  ample  manner  for  their 
conftant  entertainment : for  though  I was  now 
rich  enough,  yet  I knew  not  how  foon  fortune 
might  turn  tayl  upon  me,  and  therefore  know- 
ing that  my  Guefts  were  all  well  provided  with 
Moneys,  I was  refolved  to  put  in  with  them  for 
a fhare  of  it : But  I had  no  thoughts  of  wrong- 
ing them,  or  putting  any  trick  upon  them  ; for 
it  is  accounted  a very  great  crime  in  the  greateft 
proficient  of  Roguery,  to  cozen  or  cheat  his  fel- 
low-Thief,  and  a thing  feldome  done  amongft 
them.  I had  now  fome  thoughts  of  leaving  my 
black  wife  and  that  Country ; and  when  thefe 
my  new  acquaintance  fhould  leave  this  place  for 
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another,  as  I fuppofe  they  would,  then  to  go 
with  them,  for  there  was  nothing  there  that 
gave  any  great  invitation  to  ftay  in  it,  my  incli- 
nation leading  me  rather  to  vifit  fome  Etiropcan 
Country. 

Thefe  confiderations  took  me  up  fome  time  ; 
and  night  coming  on,  I betook  me  to  my  Cot, 
where  I took  my  ordinary  repofe  ; and  the  next 
morning  being  come,  I apparelled  my  felf  the 
richeft  that  I could,  that  I might  add  fome  grace 
to  my  perfon,  being  to  vifit  two  of  my  Country- 
women, in  whofe  favour  I was  defirous  to  get 
fome  place.  Being  thus  accoutred,  I went  to 
the  Sea-fide,  and  with  the  help  of  a Boat  was 
foon  aboard  the  Ship;  where  I was  welcomed 
by  the  Captain  and  the  reft  of  the  Company, 
and  by  them  conduced  into  the  great  Cabin, 
where  was  no  other  Company  but  the  two  Wo- 
men ; who  now  being  apparelled  in  their  Wo- 
mans habit  A la  mode  d' A nglois , I was  very  well 
pleafed,  not  having  for  a long  time  feen  any 
thing  fo  acceptable  and  pleafant : I had  not  for- 
gotten our  Englifh  Fafhion  of  faluting  them, 
neither  were  they  backward  in  rifing  and  meeting 
me  in  order  thereto  : that  done,  I placed  my 
felf  between  them ; I foon  began  a difcourfe  to 
them,  which  I knew  would  not  at  all  be  dif- 
pleafing,  and  that  was  commending  their  Beau- 
ties, telling  them,  that  if  the  prefent  Emperour 
of  the  Country,  the  Great  Mogul,  did  but  under- 
ftand  what  a treafure  he  had  in  his  Country  by 
their  arrival,  that  he  would  quickly  fecure  it  to 
himfelf,  and  hinder  the  profecution  of  their 
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Voyage  any  further.  To  this  they  reply’d, 
that  they  did  not  believe  he  would  fee  any  thing 
in  them  that  fhould  merit  fuch  an  efteem  : but 
added  one  of  them,  If  he  fhould  do  fo,  and  be 
never  fo  defirous  of  my  Company,  yet  I am  bet- 
ter fatisfied  (in  the  Society  that  I am  at  prefent 
in  poffeffion  of)  then  if  I were  courted  and  ferved 
by  the  greatefl  Prince  upon  Earth. 

To  this  fo  generous  fpeech,  I repli’d,  that 
thofe  perfons  who  had  the  honour  to  be  her  fer- 
vants  were  in  that  very  happy.  Thefe  Comple- 
ments being  pafs’d,  drink  was  brought,  and  af- 
ter that  Vidtuals,  which  we  had  in  great  plenty, 
there  being  no  want  of  any  thing  that  could  be 
had  at  the  belt  mans  table  in  England ; and  all 
the  difhes  of  Meat  were  drefs’d  in  the  Englifh  fa- 
fhion,  by  a Cook  of  that  Country.  After  Din- 
ner we  fell  again  to  difcourfe,  the  Women  be- 
ing very  defirous  of  Novelties,  and  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Country,  efpe- 
cially  of  thofe  ufed  by  Women:  but  when  I told 
them  of  that  Cuftom  of  the  better  fort  of  Coun- 
try-women, how  they  ufually  accompanied  their 
Husbands  in  death,  by  burning  their  living 
with  their  Idusbands  dead  bodies,  they  were  not 
veiy  well  pleafed  therewith,  accounting  it  great 
folly : for,  faid  they,  it  cannot  poffibly  do 
their  Husbands  any  good,  and  why  they  fhould 
fo  deftroy  themfelves  out  of  a complement,  was 
foolifh.  To  pafs  through,  and  accompany  a 
Husband  or  Priend  whilft  living  in  all  dangers, 
is  what  is  befitting ; but  there  being  no  reme- 
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dy  for  death,  nor  no  prefent  enjoyment  after 
death,  thus  to  caft  away  themfelves,  is  ridicu- 
lous. We  allowed  of  their  Opinions,  as  ground- 
ed upon  reafon  : I asked  them  how  they  liked 
our  Men,  the  Inhabitants ; Not  at  all,  faid  one 
of  them,  as  a Husband  or  Bed-fellow,  but  if 
there  were  no  other  man  to  be  had,  we  muft  be 
contented  with  them,  rather  than  none,  as  well 
as  you  are  with  the  Native-women.  Various 
were  our  Difcourfes  in  which  we  entertained 
one  another  with  much  pleafure,  having  a lufty 
bowl  of  Punch  ftill  Handing  by  us,  which  as  we 
drank  off,  we  renewed,  and  at  fome  of  our  fro- 
licks,  one  of  the  great  Guns  was  difcharged.  I 
had  ey’d  both  thefe  women  very  curioufly,  and 
did  imagine,  that,  I had  formerly  feen  them,  and 
had  fome  acquaintance  with  them.  I knew  one 
of  them  more  particularly  by  the  tone  of  her 
voice,  but  it  having  been  fo  long  fince  I had  feen 
either,  I could  not  call  them  to  mind;  I did  not 
at  all  think  it  convenient  to  ask  them  any  parti- 
cular queftions,  referring  that  to  a greater  pri- 
vacy. I being  now  acquainted  with  moft  of  their 
tranfadlions,  they  asked  my  advice  in  difpofing 
their  moneys,  and  felling  their  Commodities, 
and  what  to  buy  to  turn  to  the  beft  advantage  ? 
To  all  thefe  Queftions  I gave  them  the  beft  an- 
fwers  I could,  to  their  fatisfadtion  ; and  now 
night  coming  on,  I defired  to  leave  them,  and 
invited  them  all  to  my  houfe  the  next  day,  they 
not  only  concluded  on  that,  but  agreed  that  the 
Women  fhould  conftantly  take  my  houfe  for 
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their  quarters,  it  being  more  convenient  then 
on  board  of  the  Ship,  they  coming  in  their  mens 
apparel,  and  I providing  for  them  with  all  privacy; 
to  this  I agreed,  and  after  a frefh  cup  of  Wine,  and 
my  ordinary  falutes  to  the  women,  I left  them, 
and  went  home  to  my  wife,  who  at  my  defire  pro- 
vided all  things  neceffary,  not  only  for  the  next 
days  entertainment,  but  for  the  future  conveni- 
ency  of  my  lodgers,  who  were  not  to  be  known 
to  her  for  other  than  men. 

The  next  day  they  came,  and  we  were  again  all 
merry;  but  fome  occafions  calling  away  the  men, 
the  women  were  left  alone  with  me.  I was  now 
refolv’d  to  enquire  whether  they  had  never  known 
me:  they  both  replied,  Not  that  they  at  prefent 
knew  of;  but  they  both  faid,  that  certainly  they 
had  feen  me  in  England , but  at  prefent  they  could 
not  remember  where:  wherefore  they  prayed  me 
to  give  them  fome  account  of  my  condition  and 
quality  when  I lived  in  England : To  this  I re- 
pli’d,  that  I had  been  indeed  of  all  conditions, 
and  a very  rambler,  and  it  was  a great  chance, 
but  if  they  had  been  in  any  publique  houfe  of 
Entertainment,  that  I might  have  feen  them 
there:  to  this  they  both  anfwered,  that  they  had 
for  fome  time  been  publique  enough  in  entertain- 
ing Gentleman  in  their  Company  with  much  free- 
dom : But,  faid  one  of  them,  who  was  the  Scri- 
veners Miflrefs,  I have  certainly  feen  and  known 
you  before  I undertook  any  fuch  courfes,  for  if 
I be  not  miftaken,  you  are  the  man  did  firft  de- 
ceive me,  and  therefore,  I pray,  tell  me,  if  in  your 
travels  in  England,  you  did  not  light  into  a Far- 
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mers  houfe,  and  did  fame  kindneffes  or  difcour- 
tefies  to  his  Daughter,  and  then  left  her.  I hear- 
ing her  fay  this,  after  fome  fmall  paufe,  re- 
collefted  my  felf,  and  ferioufly  viewing  her,  con- 
cluded her  to  be  the  very  Farmers  Daughter  whofe 
Maidenhead  I had  bereaved  her  of,  and  in  re- 
quital left  her,  and  gave  her  no  other  fatisfafli- 
on  then  a paper  of  Verfes.  I now  being  refolv’d 
in  my  opinion,  ran  to  her,  and  embracing  her, 
begg'd  pardon  for  that  affront,  telling  her,  that  it 
was  onely  one  of  thofe  many  youthful  tricks 
whereof  I had  been  guilty.  She  at  firft  out  of 
fence  of  the  affront  that  I had  done  her,  could 
not  forbear  weeping;  but  I gave  her  fo  many 
good  words,  that  in  fine  fhe  was  well  enough  fa- 
tisfied,  and  lovingly  permitted  me  to  embrace  and 
kifs  her. 

The  other  woman  hearing  that  my  acquaintance 
with  her  Companion  began  with  the  lofs  of  her 
Virginity,  mufed  and  blufhed,  and  very  ftriftly  be- 
holding me,  faid,  And  truly,  if  I be  not  mifta- 
ken,  I purchafed  my  acquaintance  with  you  with 
the  fame  lofs:  but  I was  deceived  by  you  in  a 
more  fubtil  manner  than  this  my  Companion;  for 
fhe  knowing  you  to  be  a man,  permitted  you  to 
her  bed  (as  fhe  hath  formerly  related  to  me.)  But 
if  you  are  the  perfon  that  I mean  (as  I now  think 
you  are)  you  became  my  bedfellow  by  a miftake; 
for  not  onely  I,  but  many  others  of  the  Fa- 
mily believed  you  to  be  a Woman.  I hearing 
her  fay  this,  fixed  my  eyes  upon  her,  but  could 
not  yet  perfedtly  remember  her : but  to  the  di- 
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fcourfe  flie  made,  I gave  this  anfwer;  Truly  Ma- 
dam, I have  been  often  guilty  of  Female  frauds; 
and  during  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life,  I en- 
deavoured chiefly  to  have  the  company  of  a 
Female  ; and  I hope  if  you  were  one  of  thofe 
with  whom  I lay  at  a Boarding-fchool,  where  I 
went  for  a Servant-Maid,  that  you  will  forgive 
me  that  fa6t ; for  if  it  were  not  there,  I then 
cannot  tell  where  I fhould  have  lo  much  happi- 
nefs  as  to  enjoy  you.  There  it  was,  replyed 
flhe,  where  I loft  my  Virginity  and  honour,  and 
which  I have  fo  often  repented  of ; for  I was 
then  well-beloved  of  an  indulgent  Father,  who 
for  that  fa6t  caft  me  off ; and  ever  fince  I have 
been  forced  to  wander  like  a Vagabond,  and  by 
infamous  courfes  to  gain  a livelyhood,  and  with 
this  flie  wept. 

I was  much  amaz’d  at  thefe  two  adventures, 
and  indeed  pittyed  them  both ; but  more  efpe- 
cially  the  laft,  whom  I had  fo  long  fince  de- 
ceaved ; and  feeing  her  tears,  I kneel’d  down 
to  her,  begging  her  pardon,  and  telling  her  that 
what  was  pafs’d,  was  not  to  be  prevented  or 
help’d  ; but  if  flie  pleas’d,  I would  for  the  fu- 
ture be  her  humble  fervant  in  aflifting  her  in 
what  I might.  To  this  flie  told  me,  that  the 
knew  there  was  no  remedy  for  what  was  paffed ; 
but  that  the  remembrance  of  that  firft  misfor- 
tune could  not  but  fenfibly  afflift  her,  but  flie 
fhould  throw  off  that  forrow,  and  make  the  beft 
of  a bad  matter ; and  thank  providence,  that 
fince  it  was  no  better  that  it  was  no  worfe : and 


Witty  E\travagci7it. 


317 


as  fhe  had  hitherto  been  well  enough  contented 
with  her  condition,  fo  fhe  intended  to  frame  her 
fpirit  and  minde  to  be  fo  for  the  future  ; and 
that  now  fhe  had  the  fatisfadtion  fhe  had  often 
defired  in  feeing  that  perfon,  who  firft  tafted  and 
crop’d  her  Virgin-Flower.  Her  Companion  did 
likewife  fay,  that  it  was  the  greatefl  fatisfac- 
tion  fhe  had  ever  received  fince  the  lofs  of 
my  company,  that  fhe  had  again  found  me  ; for 
(notwithflanding  my  bafe  and  abrupt  leaving 
her)  fhe  had  ftill  preferved  a more  cordial  love 
for  me,  then  for  any  perfon  fhe  had  ever  fince 
then  enjoy’d : The  other  faid  the  fame,  and 
though  I was  partly  unknown  to  her,  when  I 
lay  with  her,  as  being  difguifed  in  womans  ap- 
parel ; yet  fhe  ftill  had  me  in  her  memory,  and 
often  wifhed  for  the  fight  of  me  : And  from 
this  difcourfe  we  all  concluded,  that  though  a 
woman  had  many  Husbands  or  Servants,  yet 
fhe  feldom  loved  any  man  with  fo  much  affecti- 
on, as  him  with  whom  fhe  firft  tryed  and  tafted 
the  effeCts  of  love,  and  who  had  her  Virgi- 
nity. 

Well  Ladies,  faid  I,  I am  fo  much  bound  to 
you  for  preferving  an  affedtion  for  me,  who  have 
fo  unworthily  deferved  it,  That  I fhall  dedi- 
cate the  remaining  part  of  my  life,  wholly  to 
obey  and  ferve  you.  As  for  that  profeffion  of 
your  love  now,  faid  the  Drugfters  Miftrefs,  (who 
was  the  youngeft,  and  her,  who  I had  enjoy’d 
at  the  Boarding-fchool)  it  matters  not  much, 
for  we  have  had  experience  enough  in  the 
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World  to  fhift  for  our  felves  ; and  neither  are  we 
unprovided  of  thofe  who  you  know  are  our  fer- 
vants,  and  who  will  take  care  for  us,  and  fave  you 
that  trouble.  No  trouble  at  all,  replyed  I,  but  an 
honour  which  I pray  you  to  beftow  on  me  to  ferve 
you  in  any  degree. 

They  were  very  much  furpriz’d,  and  fo  was  I at 
this  adventure : And  I thought  it  was  beft  to  talk 
no  more  of  it  at  prefent : wherefore  I call’d  for  fome 
Wine,  and  fuch  banqueting  cheer  as  I had,  and 
defired  them  to  participate  of  it,  which  they  did  ; 
and  fo  I atprefent  diverted  them  fromthatprofound 
melancholy,  wherein  they  were  brought  upon  this 
occafion.  At  length  they  again  reaffumed  their  jo- 
vial temper  ; and  beginning  to  be  a little  frollick, 
I affifted  them  in  that  humour:  but  I was  very 
earneft  to  know  their  adventures,  being,  as  I fup- 
pofed  fomewhat  concerned  therein,  they  being  both 
with  Child  by  me  when  I left  them  ; I therefore 
beg’d  the  fatisfadlion  to  know  what  did  become  of 
the  Fruit  of  our  enjoyments,  thofe  Children  which 
I fuppofe  they  had  by  me  ; for  I told  them  I was 
not  unfenfible  of  the  condition  I left  them  in,  when 
I parted  from  them.  Truly,  reply’d  the  Drugfters 
Miftrefs,  who  was  named  Mary,  I know  not  at 
all  what  became  of  mine  fince  it  was  born.  And, 
faid  the  other,  who  was  the  Scriveners  Miftrefs,  and 
was  named  Dorothy,  and  had  been  the  Farmers 
Daughter,  I know  but  little  of  mine  fince  it  was  a 
year  old.  I was  defirous  to  hear  of  both  of  them 
their  feveral  fortunes,  or  rather  misfortunes  fince 
I firft  knew  them;  andtheyagreeingtogivemethat 
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fatisfa6lion,  it  was  concluded  that  Mrs.  Mary , 
with  whom  I had  firft  to  do,  fhould  firft  relate  her 
ftory  : and  therefore  the  began  as  followeth. 


CHAP.  XXXIV. 

Mrs.  Mary  relates  how  that  /he,  being  got  with 
Child  at  the  Boardmg-fchool,  is  renounced  by 
her  Parents , but  provided  for  her  by  her  Aunt, 
where  /he  lay  in  0/  a Daughter  : a/ter  which  [he  is 
courted  in  way  0/  marriage  by  a Gentleman,  who 
hearing  of  her  mi/chance,  in/lead  of  marriage 
onely  abil/es  her  ; and  being  ingaged  in  a quar- 
rel about  her,  leaves  her  to  fhift  for  her  felf, 
&c. 

IN  thedifcourfe  that  I {hall  make  to  you  concer- 
ning thofe  accidents  or  misfortunes  that  have 
befallen  me,  Ifhall  neither  be  referved  nor  tedious, 
but  plain  and  fhort ; for  I have  no  reafon  to  difguife 
any  of  my  adions  to  two  fuch  perfons,  who  are  fo 
generally  well  acquainted  with  the  general  affairs  of 
the  World,  and  who  have  fuch  a particular  know- 
ledge of  me:  Though,  faid  {he  to  me,  I mult  needs 
confefs  I received  very  much  pleafure  in  the  firft 
imbraces  I had  with  you;  when,  though  I fuppofed 
my  felf  in  bed  with  one  of  my  own  Sex,  yet  I 
found  the  contrary,  and  then  tafted  the  plea- 
fures  of  a Male  bedfellow  : though,  faid  I,  the 
fweets  of  that  converfe  were  delightful  at  pre- 
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fent ; yet  I have  through  that  onely  occafion  fuffer- 
ed  many croffes,  and  been  accompanied  with  much 
affliction  and  trouble,  which  foon  overtook  me. 

I was  very  young,  not  being  above  fixteen 
years  of  age  when  I firft  lay  with  you  ; and  fo 
innocent  I was  at  that  age,  that  I did  not  ima- 
gine that  I fhould  have  found  fo  fudden  an  alte- 
ration in  my  body,  as  was  thereby  occafioned  ; 
neither  did  I conceive  what  would  be  the  effeCts 
thereof,  till  fome  of  my  other  companions,  who 
had  lain  with  you  before  me,  were  difcovered  to 
be  Tick,  and  the  occafion  of  their  diftemper  be- 
ing enquired  into,  it  was  found  they  were  with 
Child,  and  then  I did  guefs  my  fell  to  be  in  the 
fame  condition. 

I fuppofe  you  are  not  ignorant  of  what  you 
had  done,  and  therefore  took  your  flight ; but 
though  you  contrived  your  efcape  cunningly 
enough  by  putting  on  mens  apparel,  yet  it  was 
obferved,  and  you  were  followed  fo  narrowly, 
that  we  fuppofed  you  had  been  taken,  but  it 
proved  otherwife.  Yes,  replied  I,  when  I made 
my  efcape,  I made  for  Loiidon,  and  being  habit- 
ed in  a fuit  of  Clothes  of  my  Miftreffes  fons,  I 
was  fearful  of  being  difcovered  and  known  by 
them,  and  therefore  meeting  with  a young  man 
of  my  acquaintance:  I remember,  I perfwaded 
him  to  exchange  Clothes  with  me,  and  fo  I efca- 
ped  ; but  I would  gladly  know  how  he  came  off. 
Truely,  replied  Mrs.  Mary , that  ftory  was  fome- 
what  ftrange,  for  the  Conftable  who  feized  him, 
had  orders  not  to  make  much  noife  in  the  mat- 


321 


Witty  Extravagant. 

ter,  but  only  to  fecure  him  at  prefent  in  his 
own  houfe,  which  he  having  done,  came  to  our 
Boarding-School,  and  acquainted  our  Miftrefs  that 
he  had  fecured  the  party ; this  being  known,  my 
Miftrefs  fent  her  fon  whofe  Clothes  were  ftollen  to 
the  place ; where  in  ftead  of  finding  our  maid  Jane 
(for  by  that  name,  I remember  you  went,  when 
you  lived  with  us)  hefaw  a ftrange  young  man  in 
his  Clothes,  though  he  was  told  before  you  had 
his  Clothes  on,  which  he  yet  faw  before  him,  yet 
he  knew  you  well  enough,  not  to  be  fo  miftaken  : 
for  the  party  that  was  in  that  habit  was  nothing 
like  you  ; he  therefore  thought  that 'all  that  had 
been  reported  to  him  was  falfe,  till  he  had  made 
a further  enquiry  of  the  young  man  your  friend, 
who  was  firft  asked,  where  he  had  thofe  Clothes : 
he  not  knowing  any  reafon  he  fhould  deny  any 
thing  of  the  truth,  freely  and  fully  acknowledged 
that  he  had  them  in  exchange  of  his  own,  of 
a young  man  his  friend  ; and  being  asked  many 
other  queftions,  As  whether  he  knew  you  ? and 
knew  you  to  be  a man  ? and  where  this  exchange 
was  made?  He  fully  refolved  his  Examiners  of 
all  queftions,  and  proved  the  exchange  of  Clothes 
by  the  people  of  the  houfe  where  the  exchange 
was  made. 

My  Miftreffes  fon  being  returned  with  this  an- 
fwer  to  his  Mother,  it  caufed  great  wonder  in 
all  who  were  not  privy  to  your  difguize,  but 
there  being  about  feven  or  eight  of  us,  who  were 
knowing  of  that  fecret,  and  were  known  to  lie 
with  you,  we  were  all  privately  examined,  and 
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fome  of  us  having  been  fick  for  fome  time  before, 
and  now  ftrictly  examined  of  the  caufe,  and  whe- 
ther we  knew  any  thing  of  your  difguize,  and  whe- 
ther you  were  manor  woman;  we  could  not  hide 
or  deny  our  knowledge  thereof.  Upon  this  difco- 
very,  our  Miftrefs  (though  fhe  was  termed  a 
very  difcreet  perfon)  was  fo  outragious,  that  we 
thought  fhe  would  have  loft  the  ordinary  ufe  of  her 
Sences ; and  feveral  revenges  fhe  propounded  to 
take  of  you,  not  thinking  you  were  efcaped  her 
power  : but  when  fhe  underftood  that  you  were 
gone,  fhe  caufed  all  privy  fearch  and  enquiry  to 
be  made  after  you,  but  to  no  purpofe.  The  young 
man,  your  friend,  who  had  been  fecured,  was  dif- 
charged,  as  being  found  wholly  innocent  of  the 
crime  ; and  neither  was  he  deprived  of  his  Clothes, 
but  had  them  freely  given  to  him,  and  a good 
fum  of  money  promifed  him  if  he  could  find  and 
fecure  you  : but  though  much  endeavour  was 
ufed  to  find  you,  yet  I could  never  hear  any  thing 
of  you,  till  this  late  encounter. 

But  to  proceed  in  my  ftory,  our  Miftrefs  upon 
fecond  thoughts  refolved  to  keep  this  bufinefs 
private  for  fome  longer  time,  to  fee  how  many 
of  thofe  feven  or  eight  with  whom  you  had  lain, 
would  prove  with  child  ; and  it  was  not  long 
before  fhe  found  that  five  of  the  number  were 
pregnant,  whereof  I was  one.  How  fhe  ordered 
the  matter  with  the  reft,  I know  not  ; but  for  my 
own  'part,  my  father  being  made  acquainted 
with  my  misfortune,  wholly  refufed  to  take 
any  care  or  notice  of  me  ; neither  have  I ever 
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fince  feen  his  face  ; for  though  I fuppofe  he  loved 
me  well  enough  ; yet  I had  a Mother-in-law,  who 
might  perfwade  him  to  flight  me,  and  made  ufe  of 
this  occaflon  to  throw  me  off:  but  though  I was 
thus  call  off  by  my  father,  yet  I had  an  Aunt,  who 
was  After  to  my  own  mother,  who  came  and  vifit- 
ed  me  ; and  finding  that  what  was  pafs’d  could  not 
be  help’d,  took  me  home  with  her  to  her  houfe, 
where  after  the  ufual  time  of  Womens  breeding 
and  bearing  children,  I was  delivered  of  a Daugh- 
ter, which  was  foon  after  its  birth  fent  further 
into  the  Country  to  be  nurfed  : and  I fuppofe  it 
was  carried  thus  privately,  in  hopes  to  foulder  up 
the  crack  that  might  be  in  my  reputation,  which 
though  it  did  for  the  prefent,  yet  it  foon  after 
brake  out  again. 

For  a young  Gentleman  who  lived  in  the  next 
Town  to  that  where  my  Aunt  dwelt,  having 
feen  me,  fell  deeply  in  love  with  me,  and  often 
waited  on  me  at  my  Aunts,  and  took  many  op- 
portunites  of  meeting  me  abroad.  Though  I 
liked  and  loved  him  well  enough,  and  could  have 
been  pleafed  to  have  entertained  his  love  with 
liking  at  the  firft  offer  of  it,  yet  I was  command- 
ed by  my  Aunt  to  ftand  off,  and  be  coy  in  my 
entertaining  of  him,  left,  as  fhe  faid,  he  might 
by  my  freenefs  fufpe6t  me  of  lightnefs  : for  the 
matter  had  been  fo  privately  carried  in  my  ly- 
ing in,  that  it  was  not  known  to  him,  nor  any, 
but  fome  few  in  the  Houfe  ; and  to  all  others  I 
paffed  as  a Virgin.  I taking  this  advice  of  my 
Aunt,  gave  him  but  indifferent  entertainment ; 
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fo  that  he  who  was  paffionately  in  love  with  me, 
devifed  all  ways  he  could  to  woe,  pleafe  and  win 
me ; and  to  that  end  he  not  only  prefented  me 
with  many  Gifts,  as  marks  of  his  affeftion,  but 
alfo  (according  to  cuftom)  and  that  fo  largely, 
that  file  promifed  him  all  her  affiftance,  and  gave 
him  notice  of  all  opportunities  whereby  he  might 
wait  on  me,  and  pleafe  me.  All  things  were  now 
brought  to  a very  good  pafs,  and  my  Aunt 
had  fo  prudently  managed  this  affair,  that  my 
Father  was  content  to  part  from  a confiderable 
fum  of  money  for  my  advancement ; which  was 
to  the  full  fatisfaflion  of  the  Gentleman  who 
courted  me. 

There  wanted  nothing  now  to  conclude  this  af- 
fair but  the  accomplifhment  of  a few  days,  in  which 
all  Writings  were  to  be  fealed,  and  the  Wedding 
to  be  confummated  ; when  all  was  undone,  and  in 
that  I undone,  by  the  treachery  and  perfidioufnefs 
of  this  my  fervant-maid.  For  the  having  received 
Gifts  of  the  young  Gentleman,  and  I having  an- 
gred  her  in  a trivial  matter,  fhe  to  be  revenged  on 
me,  did  acquaint  my  Suitor  with  my  condition, 
and  that  I fhould  not  die  of  my  firft  child,  for  he 
fhould  be  a father  the  firft  day  of  Marriage.  Al- 
though at  her  firft  declaring  this  matter  to  him,  he 
could  not  give  credit  thereto,  yet  fhe  affirmed 
the  fame  with  fo  many,  and  fo  earneft  affevera- 
tions,  that  he  was  confirmed  in  that  belief,  and 
therefore  enjoyning  her  to  fecrefie  and  affiftance, 
and  to  that  end  prefenting  her  with  fomewhat 
that  was  confiderable,  he  left  her;  and  now 
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being  refolved  to  deceive  me  as  I intended  him  ; 
he  ordered  his  affairs  accordingly,  and  to  that 
end  he  caufed  fome  delay  to  be  ufed  in  the 
Writings. 

We  being  now,  as  I thought,  as  good  as  man 
and  Wife,  I entertained  him  with  much  freedom, 
and  he  courted  me  with  lefs  obfervance,  coming 
now  clofer  to  me  in  his  falutes  and  embraces  : I 
was  fo  pleafed  with  him  in  all  his  actions,  that  I 
became  wholly  at  his  Devotion,  and  therefore 
without  the  confent  and  knowledge  of  my  Aunt, 
we  went  together  out  of  the  Town  to  a merry- 
making of  feveral  of  his  Acquaintance,  where  we 
ftay’d  fomewhat  late,  and  he  having  caufed  me 
to  drink  to  a good  height,  made  a halt  by  the 
way,  and  we  went  into  an  Inn  of  his  Acquaint- 
ance, he  pretending  fomewhat  was  amifs  in  one 
of  his  Horfes  fhoes  : here  we  having  privacy,  he 
attempted  to  be  more  free  with  me  then  ever, 
and  prevailed  fo  far  with  me,  that  he  had  the 
examining  of  my  Plackett,  with  more  freedom 
then  modefty  would  allow  of ; but  though  he 
would  have  proceeded  further,  yet  I refufed  it ; 
he  feeing  this  defifted,  and  we  again  remounted 
our  Horfes,  and  he  conducted  me  fafely  to  my 
Aunts : but  although  it  was  very  late,  yet  fhe  fat 
up,  and  expe6led  me  ; and  expreffed  her  felf  very 
angry  with  him  for  keeping  me  out  fo  unfeafon- 
ably ; he  did  not  well  rellifh  her  words,  but  re- 
ply’d  fomewhat  tartly  to  her  again  ; which  en- 
creafed  her  anger,  and  raifed  it  to  fome  paffion, 
and  fo  in  anger  they  at  that  time  parted,  he  rid- 
ing home  to  his  own  houfe.  I was  likewife  fuf- 
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ficiently  fchool’d  by  my  Aunt ; but  I excufed  all 
with  foft  anfwers,  and  pleading  obedience,  which 
I thought  I was  bound  to  pay  him,  being  our 
Marriage  was  fo  foon  to  be  celebrated. 

My  Lover  was  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  that 
days  experience  of  my  eafinefs,  and  my  Aunts 
anger,  which  he  was  well  enough  pleafed  fhould 
continue,  and  therefore  forbore  coming  to  vifit 
me ; but  he  fent  a meffenger  to  my  Maid  (who 
had  betray’d  me)  to  give  him  a meeting  : (he 
obeyed  his  fummons,  and  there,  and  then  was 
my  ruine  contrived  ; for  it  was  agreed  between 
them  two,  that  the  fhould  perfwade  me  to  be 
ruled  by  him  in  every  thing,  without  acquainting 
my  Aunt  any  more  with  my  proceedings ; and 
a Letter  was  written,  wherein  he  expreffed  a con- 
tinuance of  his  love,  and  defires  of  mine  ; and  for 
a proof  thereof,  he  defired  me  to  provide  my  felf 
to  meet  him  at  a place  appointed ; which  I did, 
and  there  we  concluded  to  go  for  London  toge- 
ther, where  he  promifed  to  marry  me  without  any 
more  delays.  I believing  him  in  every  thing 
(being  perfwaded  thereto  by  my  treacherous  fer- 
vant)  took  onely  fome  few  neceffaries  with  me, 
and  fo  went  to  him.  And  thus  leaving  all,  went 
with  him  to  London,  where  when  we  were  arrived, 
he  went  to  fome  lodgings  which  he  had  provided, 
as  he  faid,  for  himfelf  and  wife.  I was  at  firft 
contented  with  the  difcourfe  and  name  of  wife  ; 
but  when  bed-time  came,  I was  not  fully  fatis- 
fied  to  go  to  bed  with  him  ; which  though  I at 
firft  oppofed,  yet  in  the  end,  after  many  protef- 
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tations  of  his  next  days  performance  of  marriage, 
I confented  to,  and  thereby  agreed  to  my  undo- 
ing ; for  the  next  day,  inftead  of  marriage,  he 
went  out  in  the  morning,  leaving  me  onely  with 
the  Landlady  of  the  houfe,  and  returned  not  in 
two  days ; and  then  he  pretended  he  had  been 
in  great  vexation,  for  that  the  morning  he  left 
me,  he  being  going  to  fpeak  with  a Prieft  to  mar- 
ry us,  he  was  met  with  by  a perfon,  to  whom  he 
was  a little  indebted,  who  bafely  trappan’d  and 
arrefted  him,  and  he  was  forced  to  be  in  the  cuf- 
tody  of  Bayliffs  ever  fince,  till  he  had  perfwaded  a 
friend  to  lend  him  fome  monies,  which  together 
with  what  he  had  of  his  own,  he  faid  he  had 
paid  to  his  debtor,  and  fo  was  difcharged.  And 
now,  faid  he  to  me,  I have  fent  home  for  fome 
more  monies,  which  I know  will  be  brought  me 
in  two  days  time,  and  then  I fhall  put  an  end  to 
this  bufinefs  of  our  marriage. 

Although  I feemed  difcontented  with  what  he 
told  me,  and  did  begin  to  believe  that  he  would 
abufe  me  ; yet  I knew  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  be 
very  angry,  and  onely  caufed  him  to  give  me 
frefh  protections  of  the  honefty  of  his  intentions, 
and  that  as  foon  as  ever  his  money  was  come,  he 
would  fulfil  all  my  defires. 

Thus  was  I forced  to  be  contented  with  what 
he  faid,  and  to  comply  with  him  in  all  his  de- 
fires : for  we  lay  together ; but  I kept  within 
doors  very  privately,  refuting  to  be  feen  by 
any  body,  till  fuch  time  as  our  Wedding  lhould 
be  over. 
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But  though  two  or  three  days  and  a week  was 
now  paft  fince  he  pretended  he  had  fent  into  the 
Countiy  for  money,  yet  there  came  no  returns ; 
at  which  I was  very  much  difcontented,  he  alfo 
feeming  diffatisfyed.  I then  told  him,  that  I had 
brought  a fmall  fum  of  money  with  me,  which 
I fuppofed  would  be  fufficient  to  pay  the  char- 
ges of  that  occafion.  He  asked  me  how  much  I 
had,  I told  him  about  io  l.  I remember  he  was 
fomewhat  blanck,  and  at  a nonplufs  at  this  pro- 
pofition  : but  he  foon  recovering  himfelf,  told  me 
that  he  expe6ted  ioo /.  to  be  brought  him,  and 
that  would  be  little  enough  to  defray  all  the  char- 
ge he  intended  to  be  at;  for  he  propofed  to  lay 
it  all  out  in  Clothes  for  me  and  himfelf,  that  we 
might  appear  the  more  fplendidly,  not  only  to 
fome  friends  in  London,  whom  he  propofed  to 
vifit  foon  after  marriage,  but  alfo  in  the  Coun- 
try whither  he  intended  in  fhort  time  to  return 
to  demand  my  portion,  and  fettle  all  things  ac- 
cording to  the  agreement  of  our  friends  : and 
as  for  the  fmall  fum  of  io l.  he  told  me  I would 
have  occafion  to  lay  it  out  in  trivial  things  on 
that  occafion. 

Thus  was  I put  off  at  this  time ; and  indeed 
fo  often  afterwards,  that  I in  plain  terms  told 
him  that  I fuppofed  he  intended  to  abufe  me, 
he  being  refolved  to  ftand  the  brunt  of  all  my 
exclamations  at  this  time,  did  not  endeavour, 
as  formerly  to  pacifie  me,  but  rather  provo- 
ked me  to  fay  more,  and  be  more  angry  with 
him,  which  I was,  and  reproached  him  with 
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the  abufe  he  had  done  me.  He  having  heard  the 
utmoft  of  what  I could  fay,  in  fhort  told  me,  that 
he  was  the  abufed  party  ; for  fhould  he  marry 
me,  as  he  intended,  he  fhould  have  a greater 
charge  to  maintain  then  I had  told  him  of,  for 
he  had  underftood  that  I was  Mother  of  a Childe; 
and  fo  the  abufe  that  I would  put  on  him  was 
double  : I was  fo  furprifed  with  what  he  faid,  that 
I was  more  dead  then  alive,  and  could  not  for  a 
long  time  fpeak  to  him  ? and  when  I attempted 
it,  I knew  not  what  to  fay  for  my  felf,  for  he 
direftly  told  me,  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
every  particular  of  that  my  misfortune  : and  thus 
having  faid,  he  left  me. 

Many  and  fad  v/ere  the  thoughts  I entertain- 
ed in  my  minde,  and  I perceived  my  felf  to  be  mi- 
ferable  : for  to  return  to  my  Aunt,  I knew  it 
would  be  to  no  purpofe,  I having  thus  abufed 
her  in  my  laft  leaving  her.  Therefore  I concluded 
it  was  my  belt  courfe  at  prefent  to  comply  with 
the  defires  of  my  firft  Lover,  not  knowing  whom 
to  flee  to  for  refuge;  wherefore  at  his  return 
home,  I began  to  him  in  tears  to  lament  my  fad 
condition,  begging  his  pardon  for  what  was  part, 
cleerly  confeffing  the  truth  of  all  my  former 
misfortune,  and  that  I would  for  the  future  be 
very  obedient  and  conftant  to  him  in  all  things  : 
he  gave  me  the  hearing  of  what  I faid,  and  told 
me  all  fhould  be  well ; but  I could  never  finde 
him  after  that  inclinable  to  marry  me,  onely 
putting  me  off  with  one  pretence  or  other ; and 
having  a full  enjoyment  of  me  already,  cared 
for  no  more  : and  now  to  content  and  pleafe 
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him,  I mufl  not  only  entertain  feveral  of  his 
friends  at  home  at  our  lodging,  but  alfo  wait  on 
him  abroad  ; and  inftead  of  Wife,  I paffed  for  his 
Cozen. 

Amongft  other  perfons  that  came  to  vifit  him, 
there  was  a Gentleman  of  good  quality,  who 
being  of  his  intimate  Acquaintance,  was  frequent 
at  our  Lodgings  : he  taking  his  opportunity  to 
find  me  alone,  made  a tender  of  his  love  and  fer- 
vice  to  me,  and  offered  me  his  affiftance  in  every 
thing  I fhould  command  him.  I finding  that  he 
underftood  fomewhat  of  my  condition  already, 
and  believing  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  con- 
ceal any  thing  from  him,  did  make  him  an  exa6t 
and  true  narrative  of  my  misfortunes : he  was 
much  troubled  at  the  recital  of  things  fo  ftrange, 
but  did  comfort  me  the  beft  he  could,  promifing 
me  his  beft  affiftance  in  putting  his  friend  on  to 
perform  his  promifie  of  Marriage  : for,  faid  he, 
I know  little  reafon  he  hath  to  deny  or  refufe  it. 
For  your  firft  misfortune  at  the  Boarding-School, 
was  fo  fubtil  a bufinefs,  that  you  cannot  well  be 
blamed  for  it. 

This  Gentleman  accordingly  did  endeavour  to 
poffefs  my  hoped  for  Husband  with  that  opinion, 
and  to  perfwade  him  to  marry  me,  but  all  in 
vain  ; for  he  had  now  all  the  fweets  he  could 
expe£t  from  me,  having  lain  with  me  now  for 
above  a moneth  together,  and  in  that  time  I 
endeavoured  with  all  the  artifice  I could,  to  give 
him  all  pofiible  content : but  he  was  now  cloy’d  ; 
and  therefore  told  his  friend,  that  for  his  Mi- 
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ftrefs  he  intended  to  keep  me,  but  never  to 
have  me  for  a Wife.  I was  neer  diftra6ted  when 
this  anfwer  was  told  me;  but  the  Gentleman 
did  again  comfort  me,  promifing  that  he  hoped 
in  fhort  time  to  put  all  things  to  rights  again. 
I feeing  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  be  angry,  re- 
folved  to  bear  all  things  with  patience,  and  feem 
to  be  frolick,  which  was  to  a good  height  ; and 
this  Gentleman  feeing  me  in  fo  merry  a humor, 
was  defirous  to  put  in  for  a fhare  in  the  pleafure 
of  my  enjoyments,  and  to  that  end  now  cour- 
ted me  indeed  : he  had  been  fo  civil  to  me  in 
thefe  late  tranfaflions,  that  I could  not  hand- 
fomely  refufe  him  any  thing ; but  however, 
I for  fome  time  held  out  againft  all  his  loving 
importunities  ; but  he  having  an  abfolute  free- 
dome  in  our  lodging,  fo  waited  his  opportuni- 
ty, that  he  won  me  to  his  embraces,  and  had  a 
full  poffeffion  of  me.  Thus  was  I enjoyed  by  two 
men  ; but  my  laft  lover  was  very  cautious  in 
keeping  this  his  enjoyment  from  the  knowledge 
of  his  friend,  and  we  took  opportunities  in  his 
abfence  to  renew  our  pleafures.  But  at  length  we 
grew  fo  bold  in  thefe  practices,  that  my  firft 
Lover  difcovered  us,  and  watching  his  oppor- 
tunity by  hiding  himfelf  in  the  Chamber,  he 
took  us  in  the  manner.  He  difcovering  himfelf, 
ufed  many  outragious  fpeeches  to  me  and  my 
Companion,  as,  that  he  abufed  him,  in  per- 
fvyading  and  urging  him  to  marry  with  one  who 
was  his  proflitute  : the  other  flew  out  into  high 
expreffions ; and  being  valorous  enough,  they 
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drew  their  weapons,  and  before  I could  get  any 
to  interpofe  and  hinder  their  fight,  my  new  Lo- 
ver was  wounded,  and  that,  fo  defperately,  that 
he  fell ; the  other  feeing  that,  and  fuppofing  him 
killed,  fled,  and  fo  left  me  : and  my  wounded 
friend  being  vifited  by  Chirurgeons,  recovered  a 
little,  but  defired  to  be  removed  to  his  own 
Lodgings,  left  he  might  be  prejudiced  by  the  va- 
rious reports  that  would  run  upon  this  occafion  ; 
I was  likewife  willing  to  have  it  fo,  as  thinking 
it  moft  convenient. 

Thus  was  I left  alone,  and  I,  who  lately  had  two 
Lovers  and  Servants,  was  now  left  without  any ; 
for  my  old  Friend  came  no  more  after  me,  and 
my  new  Servant  who  was  wounded,  was  forced 
for  his  health-fake  to  be  carried  into  the  Coun- 
try. 

Now  did  I find  my  felf  truly  diftreffed,  for  I 
wholly  retired  my  felf,  not  feeing  any  man,  and 
was  only  accompanied  by  my  Landlady,  and  a- 
nother  antient  woman  who  frequented  her  houfe. 
In  vain  did  I expefit  the  return  of  either  of  my 
Lovers,  and  almoft  all  my  Moneys  was  gone,  in 
Diet,  and  for  payment  of  Lodging.  My  Landlady 
propofed  feveral  ways  and  courfes  for  me  to  take, 
as  to  fend  to  my  firft  friend  who  brought  me  thi- 
ther, which  I did,  but  could  not  hear  of  him  ; fhe 
would  have  had  me  fend  to  my  Aunt,  but  I 
wholly  refufed  fo  to  do,  being  refolved  to  bear 
with  any  neceflities,  rather  then  again  to  apply 
my  felf  to  her. 

The  other  old  woman,  who,  I told  you,  fre- 
quented our  houfe,  did  then  put  in  fome  words 
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to  the  Difcourfe,  and  my  Landlady  leaving  us 
together,  fhe  told  me,  that  if  I would  be  ruled 
by  her,  fhe  would  fo  order  matters,  that  I fhould 
want  for  nothing,  and  live  the  moft  pleafanteft 
life  in  the  World.  I who  was  now  miferable 
enough,  was  well  enough  pleafed  to  hear  of  plea- 
fure,  and  bid  her  fay  on  : She  thereupon  told  me, 
that  it  was  great  pity  that  fo  delicate  a beau- 
ty as  mine  fhould  be  clofeted  up,  and  that  I 
fhould  fpend  that  time  in  tears  and  lamentations, 
which  might  not  only  be  a pleafure  to  my  felf, 
but  many  others  who  would  love  me  with  a great 
deal  of  paffion  ; and  whereas  hitherto  I had  only 
been  referved  to  ferve  the  pleafures  of  one  man, 
or  two  at  the  moft,  and  for  that  I had  only  reap’d 
forrow  and  trouble,  that  I might  command  many, 
who  would,  not  only  pleafe  and  ferve  me,  but  I 
fhould  command  their  purfes  by  having  money 
enough  at  my  own  difpofe.  Many  words  to  this 
purpofe  fhe  uttered,  and  many  Arguments  fhe 
ufed.  Though  at  the  firft  I did  not  underftand  what 
fhe  aimed  at,  yet  by  feveral  Queftions,  which  fhe 
anfwered  me,  I found  fhe  would  have  me  profti- 
tute  my  body  for  my  pleafure,  and  to  gain  a 
livelyhood  ; and  in  fine,  fhould  get  my  living  with 
the  hands  I fat  on. 

Though  I had  tafted  man,  as  firft  with  you, 
and  afterwards  had  two  at  a time,  my  two  late 
Lovers,  and  by  that  was  induced  to  defire  more 
of  the  fame  pleafures,  yet  I was  extreamly  un- 
willing to  proflitute  my  body  to  every  fellow 
that  fhould  bring  money  in  his  hand  ; and  this 
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I fuppofed  I muft  do,  if  once  I undertook  that 
courfe.  Thus  I reafoned  with  this  old  woman, 
but  flie  told  me,  No,  I lhould  not  do  fo,  for  I 
fhould  only  have  my  choice  of  what,  and  whom 
I liked,  and  few  of  fuch  would  be  profitable 
enough  to  maintain  me  in  a fplendid  Garb  ; and 
to  this  fhe  gave  me  fo  many  reafons  ; that  I con- 
tenting to  leave  my  Lodgings,  went  with  her  to 
the  place  where  fhe  conduced  me. 
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CHAP.  XXXV. 

She  gives  an  account  of  her  being  entred  into  a 
Bazvdy-houfe,  where  fhe  received  great  profit  by 
the  fale  of  her  Maidenhead. 

I Being  now  come  to  the  place  intended,  was 
entertained  by  a Grave  ancient  Matron,  in 
whofe  face  might  be  feen  the  ruines  of  no  com- 
mon beauty  ; and  the  defedts  of  that  being  oc- 
cafioned  by  age,  was  fufficiently  fupplied  in  a de- 
portment and  garb  that  was  not  common,  though 
it  were  very  pleafant.  She  gave  me  many  wel- 
comes, and  told  me  that  fhe  had  a very  great  re- 
fpedt  for  me,  having  heard  of  my  misfortunes, 
and  hoping  that  fhe  might  put  an  end  to  my  for- 
rows,  and  afford  me  frefh  pleafures  : fhe  had  to 
that  end  employed  that  antient  woman  as  her 
Meffenger,  to  perfwade  me  to  leave  that  houfe  of 
Mourning  wherein  I was,  for  hers,  which  was  a 
Pallace,  nay,  a Paradice  of  pleafure,  wherein  I 
fhould  be  accompanied  with  all  manner  of  con- 
tentment. I told  her  I fhould  be  willingly  obedient 
to  her  commands,  in  expedlation  of  thofe  plea- 
fures fhe  promifed.  Several  other  Difcourfes  we 
had,  whereby  fhe  gave  me  inftrudtions  how  to 
behave  my  felf ; and,  faid  fhe,  fince  you  intend 
to  make  one  of  my  family,  I fball  give  you  an 
account  of  my  manner  and  method  in  govern- 
ing the  fame.  * 

My  houfe  ; continued  fhe,  being  frequented 
by  perfons  of  all  Qualities,  it  is  therefore  necef- 
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fary  that  I fliould  be  furnifhed  with  women,  who 
fhould  be  proper  and  fit  for  their  refpe&ive  ac- 
commodations, for  the  Servants  and  Pages  muft 
be  fometimes  ferved  as  well  as  their  Matters  ; I 
therefore  diftinguifh  thofe  women  that  belong 
unto  me  into  three  feveral  forts  and  diftinctions  ; 
and  becaufe  I intend  to  make  ufe  of  you  only  in 
the  firft  and  principal,  I fhall  therefore  be  more 
particular  in  my  Difcourfe  to  you  of  that. 

You  are  therefore  to  know,  that  as  my  houfe 
is  well  enough  furnifhed  with  women  to  accom- 
modate my  ordinary  Guefts,  fo  I have  feveral  who 
are  kept  abroad,  who  ferve  for  the  extraordinary 
accommodation  of  my  beft  fort  of  Guefts,  and 
thofe  are  fuch  as  are  fo  fqueamifh  ftomacked,  that 
will  not  fee  one  face  above  two  or  three  times  ; 
with  thefe  a Maidenhead  is  a very  great  dainty, 
for  they  lay  out  with  me  for  one,  fometimes  a 
quarter  or  half  a year  together.  Now  though  I 
know  you  have  parted  from  yours  already,  yet  I 
queftion  not  but  to  make  a good  Merchandize  of 
yours,  and  get  a good  round  fum  of  money  for 
you  and  my  felf ; and  if  you  will  be  ruled  by  me 
in  every  thing,  I fhall  fo  manage  the  bufinefs, 
that  you  fhall  not  have  to  do  with  above  two  or 
three  in  a twelve  moneths  time,  and  they  fhall 
be  fuch,  as  fhall  not  only  maintain  you  in  a brave 
garb  and  equipage,  but  you  fhall  gain  many  Je- 
wels, and  a good  round  fum  of  money.  To  this 
Difcourfe  I replied,  that  I hoped  fhe  would  per- 
form what  flie  faid,  and  in  expectation  thereof, 
I fhould  difpofe  my  felf  to  be  wholly  direCted  by 
her. 
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This  I remember  was  our  firft  Difcourfe,or  to  this 
purpofe,  and  fhe  prefently  ordered  me  a Lodging 
within  a few  doors  of  her  houfe,  where  I had  fuch 
another  as  my  felf  for  my  Companion,  and  wewere 
very  well  accommodated  with  every  thing;  my  habit 
was  fomewhat  altered,  for  I was  now  put  into  the 
moft  exafl  mode  that  was  then  in  beft  efteem.  Ac- 
cording to  her  Directions  I carried  my  felf  in  every 
thing  ; and  once  a day  I waited  on  her,  or  elfe  fhe 
came  tome.  I had  not  been  there  many  daysbefore 
flie  told  me  that  there  was  an  opportunity  to  begin 
my  bufinefs,  and  therefore  fhe  advifed  me  to  go  the 
next  day  to  a Play;  and  fet  my  felf  out  in  the  beft 
manner  that  I could ; butfheadvifedmebyallmeans 
to  decline  drinking,  or  entertaining  any  Difcourfe 
with  any  perfon,  though  I fhould  be  importuned 
thereto,  I promifed  obedience  to  her  commands; 
and  my  Companion,  who  was  my  Bed-fellow,  at- 
tended me  to  the  Play-houfe, where  by  giving  great 
attention  to  the  Comedy  that  was  aCted,  I did  not 
mind  thofe  who  made  it  their  chief  bufinefs  to  gaze 
on  me.  The  Play  being  done,  I went  out,  but  was 
flayed  by  two  Gentlemen  (who  by  their  Habits 
feemed  of  quality)  who  offered  me  their  fervice  to 
wait  on  me.  I at  firft  anfwered  them  with  filence  ; 
but  they  feeing  I had  no  other  Company  but  my 
Bed-fellow,  were  very  importunate  to  have  me 
accept  of  theirs.  I told  them  that  they  were  Gran- 
gers, and  therefore  durft  not  admit  of  their  kind 
offer : Having  faid  thus,  I called  for  a Coach,  and 
though  they  Gill  importuned  me  to  accept  of  their 
Company,  yet  I abfolutely  refufed  it,  and  fo 
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caufed  the  Coachman  to  drive  home.  That  evening 
was  I vifited  by  our  Matrona,  who  told  me,  I had 
done  well,  for  the  had  an  account  given  her  of  my 
deportment : for,  faid  the,  it  is  not  unknown  to 
me  that  you  were  offered  the  fervice  of  two  Gentle- 
men, one  of  which  is  a perfon  who  is  a retainer 
to  my  houfe,  an  old  beaten  Souldier,  and  feveral 
fuch  we  are  forced  to  keep  correfpondency  with- 
al, that  we  may  have  new  frefh  guefts  brought  to 
our  houfe.  The  other  Gentleman,  faid  fhe,  is  one 
who  hath  a long  time  laid  out  for  a frefh  bit,  and 
he  was  carried  to  the  Playhoufe  on  purpofe  to  fee 
you  ; whom  I gave  my  correfpondent  his  compa- 
nion fo  juft  an  account  of,  that  he  could  not  mifs 
knowing  of  you : they  both  followed  your  Coach 
to  your  Lodgings,  and  have  fince  been  at  mine, 
and  my  young  Coxcomb  is  very  much  fmitten 
with  your  beauty,  and  offers  any  thing  that  he 
may  enjoy  your  Company.  I have  promifed  him 
my  afhftance,  but  he  muft  come  off  well  firft ; 
and  I queftion  not  but  to  manage  him  fo,  as  in 
few  days  you  fhall  find  the  effefts  of  his  love 
in  fome  noble  prefent,  therefore,  faid  fhe,  fail 
not  to  be  diredted  by  me,  and  I doubt  not  but 
you  will  reap  much  pleafure  and  profit.  I having 
promifed  a juft  compliance  to  her  defires,  fhe  de- 
parted, leaving  me  in  the  company  of  her  Bed- 
fellow, who  that  night  entertained  me  with  a large 
account  of  her  Aduentures. 

I remember  fhe  told  me,  that  when  fhe  firft  came 
acquainted  with  our  Matrona,  fhe  was  pick’d  up 
almoft  in  the  fame  manner  as  I had  been  ; and  that 
in  lefs  then  two  monthes  her  Maidenhead  was 
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fold  fix  times,  for  which  fhe  had  gained  in  pre- 
fents  to  the  value  of  fifty  pounds  ; and  I fuppofe, 
faid  he,  our  Matrona  gained  above  as  much  more 
in  mony  : fmce  then,  faid  fhe,  my  firft  Cuftom- 
ers  have  but  rarely  vifited  me  ; and  fhe  having  no 
more  Cuftomers  for  my  Maidenhead,  I now  pafs 
for  a Merchants  wife,  and  am  often  fent  for  in 
that  name ; and  I feldome  mifs  a day  without 
one  or  two  Cuftomers,  who  entertain  me  as  fuch 
a perfon.  She  being  thus  free  with  me,  I thought 
good  to  ask  her  fome  more  Queftions,  as,  how  fhe 
paid  for  her  Diet  and  Lodging  ? and  from  whence 
fhe  had  Clothes  ? To  this  fhe  anfwered,  that  for 
the  firft  half  year  her  Diet  was  paid  for  by  the 
Matrona,  who  indeed  had  all  the  Money  that  was 
gained  by  her ; and  as  for  Clothes,  fhe  had  them 
firft  of  all  lent,  or  given  by  her,  and  fmce  given 
her  by  thofe  who  had  to  deal  with  her : and  now, 
faid  fhe,  I pay  for  my  own  Diet,  and  have  all  the 
Money  that  is  given  me,  and  all  the  profit  fhe 
hath,  is  in  felling  her  Wine  and  other  things  fhe 
vendeth  at  our  Collations  ; and  now  and  then  I 
fuppofe  fhe  gets  half  a piece  or  a piece  of  a new 
Cuftomer  by  procuring  me. 

I was  fomewhat  fatisfied  with  this  Difcourfe, 
and  the  next  day  I was  vifited  by  the  old  woman 
(who  brought  me  firft  acquainted  with  our  Ma- 
trona) who  brought  me  a Letter  from  my  Amor- 
ous Gallant  ; I remember  it  was  fluffed  with  Com- 
plements, and  all  the  happinefs  he  defired,  was 
to  fee  me  once  more  at  the  Playhoufe.  In  this 
affair  I taking  advice  with  our  Matrona,  it  was 
refolved  I fhould  return  no  anfwer  ; but  however, 
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within  two  days,  I again  went  to  the  Playhoufe, 
Avhere  I was  no  fooner  feated,  but  I was  attended 
by  my  Gallant,  and  now  I could  not  decline  his 
Company:  during  the  Play  he  treated  me  with 
all  manner  of  fruits,  and  fuch  things  as  could  be 
purchafed  there  ; and  the  Play  being  done,  he 
offered  me  a farther  treat  at  fome  other  place  ; but 
I refufed  that,  as  alfo  any  further  converfe  with 
him,  and  again  calling  for  a Coach,  I went  home, 
refuting  his  Company,  and  being  very  fhye  and 
coy  to  all  his  Propofals,  which  though  many,  yet 
prevailed  not  all  upon  me. 

The  next  day  I had  another  Letter  fent  me,  as 
alfo  a Diamond-Ring  of  twenty  pound  price  as  a 
prefent;  I accepted  of  both,  and  then  promifed 
within  two  days  to  meet  him  again  at  the  Play- 
houfe, where  my  Gallant  came  richly  accoutred 
in  all  his  bravery,  I then  entertained  difeourfe 
with  him,  and  the  Play  being  ended,  I at  his 
earneft  importunityacceptedof  aTreat  he  quickly 
provided  for  me  at  the  next  Tavern.  I then  told 
him, that  I durft  not  ftay,  for  I expedledmy  Unkle 
to  come  and  vifit  me  that  evening  at  my  Lodging, 
who  was  to  bring  me  news  out  of  the  Country 
about  my  father  : he  being  defirous  to  pleafe  me, 
confented  to  my  departure,  I promifing  to  give 
him  another  meeting  at  a place  we  appointed  the 
next  day,  and  thus  we  again  parted.  I was  now  fo 
far  engaged  with  him  ; that  I the  next  day  again 
met  him,  and  he  then  courted  me  for  enjoyment ; 
but  I feeming  very  angry,  he  to  pacifie  me,  gave 
me  a gold  Watch,  and  then  I permitted  him  to 
embrace  and  kifs  me  ; and  though  I con- 
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tradi&ed  his  proceeding  further  with  me,  yet  he 
found  by  me,  that  in  time  he  might  arrive  to  it. 
In  this  apprehenfion  he  was  very  prodigal  in  his 
promifes,  and  what  great  things  he  would  do,  if  I 
would  permit  him  fo  great  a happinefs,  he  of- 
tentimes wifhing  himfelf  a fingle-man  (for  he  was 
married)  that  he  might  make  himfelf  happy  in 
fo  brave  a Wife,  as  he  knew  I would  be.  Thefe 
Difcourfes  and  others  which  he  ufed,  and  thofe 
many  ftrift  embraces  which  he  gave  me,  did 
fomewhat  move  me  with  the  titillations  of  the 
flefh  ; and  I had  much  ado  to  continue  inex- 
orable : but  remembringhow  I had  been  deceived 
formerly,  and  withal  knowing  that  I had  not  our 
Matrona’s  order  as  yet  for  fruition,  I therefore 
contradicted  my  own  thoughts  and  wanton  de- 
fires, and  refufed  to  let  him  proceed  to  any  other 
fatisfa&ion  then  what  he  could  get  by  kiffing  and 
embracing  me,  and  handling  my  brefts  and  neck  ; 
and  fo  we  again  parted,  I being  flill  attended  by 
my  Bedfellow. 

We  were  no  fooner  come  home,  but  the  was 
fent  for  by  our  Matrona,  to  whom  fhe  gave  an 
account  of  our  actions  : but  that  was  not  all  her 
bufinefs,  for  when  fhe  returned  home,  and  we 
were  in  bed  together,  fhe  told  me  that  fhe  had 
been  at  the  fport  with  a brave  Gallant,  with  whom 
fhe  had  received  great  pleafure,  for  he  was  newly 
come  to  Town,  and  willing  enough  to  have  con- 
tinued the  fport  longer,  but  that  it  was  late,  and 
therefore  they  had  referred  a continuance  of  the 
pleafures  to  the  next  day ; and  that  fhe  had  not 
only  pleafure,  but  profit,  for  he  had  given  her 
three  Crowns,  and  promifed  to  be  more  beneficial 
to  her  during  his  flay  in  London. 
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This  Difcourfe  of  hers,  the  remembrance  of 
what  flie  had  been  at,  and  what  I might  have  re- 
ceived ii  I would,  did  very  much  fire  me,  and  I 
then  took  up  a rcfolve  not  much  longer  to  delay 
thofe  pleafures  I had  now  fo  long  been  without  ; 
and  thereupon  being  vifited  the  next  day  by  my 
Servant  (and  having  the  permiffion  of  my  Ma- 
trona  fo  to  do ) I entertained  him  with  fomewhat 
more  freedom  then  formerly,  and  went  with  him 
to  the  houfe  of  our  Matrona,  as  if  a great  ftranger 
there  ; and  now  was  I doubly  courted,  not  only 
by  him,  but  her ; fo  that  I permitted  him  enjoy- 
ment, and  he  fo  well  pleafed  me,  that  at  his  fur- 
ther earneft  importunity  I confented  to  lie  with 
him  all  night,  where  I fatisfied  him  and  my  felf 
in  all  thofe  amorous  fweets  that  two  willing 
Lovers  could  receive  or  give. 

Whilft  I was  thus  occupied  at  our  Matrona’s 
houfe,  my  Bedfellow  was  not  idle  ; forflie  under- 
ftanding  my  place  would  be  void,  was  refolved  to 
have  it  fupplied,  and  therefore  fummoned  her 
Country  Gentleman,  who  very  readily  attended 
her,  and  for  that  night  was  her  Bed-fellow.  He 
was  fo  pleafed  with  her  Company  in  the  night, 
that  he  defired  it  the  next  day  at  a frolick  at  a 
Tavern.  She  accordingly  attended  him,  where  a 
plentiful  Dinner  was  provided,  there  being  four  or 
five  Gentlemen,  and  two  Women  befides  her  felf. 
Dinner  being  ended,  and  fome  quantity  of  Wine 
drank  off,  they  all  began  to  be  merry,  and  there- 
fore a noife  of  Fidlers  were  call’d,  and  they  all  fell 
to  tinging  and  dancing,  in  which  they  fpent  fome 
time  ; and  the  other  two  women  being  likewife 
Ladies  of  the  right  ftamp,  they  did  by  turns  leave 
the  reft  of  the  Company,  and  retire  by  Couples 
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into  a private  Room,  where  they  had  the  conve- 
niency  of  a Bed,  and  thus  they  fpent  moftpartof 
the  Day.  Night  drawing  on,  reckoning  was  call’d 
for ; but  it  being  a large  one,  all  the  Gentlemen 
were  diffatisfied,  not  being  willing  to  pay  fo  dear 
for  their  pleafure,  and  to  have  fuch  four  fawce  to 
their  fweet  meat : the  Fidlers  being  paid,  they 
refolv’d  to  put  a trick  upon  the  Vintner  for  his 
reckoning.  The  Fidlers  now  playing  their  laft 
Leffon,  the  Gentlemen  one  after  another  made 
their  feveral  exits , leaving  the  three  women  to  pay 
the  fcore ; who  for  fome  time  waited  the  return 
of  the  Gentlemen  with  money,  but  in  vain.  The 
Matter  of  the  houfe  underftanding  how  he  was 
likely  to  be  ferv’d,  came  up  to  the  Women,  and 
gave  them  fuch  a leffon  as  made  them  fing  lach- 
rimtz  : they  made  many  Apologies  and  excufes, 
but  in  vain,  mony  or  a fufficient  pawn  he  would 
have  before  they  went.  They  confidering  the 
neceffity  of  the  bufinefs,  refolved  to  leave  fome 
of  their  Rings  and  fuch-like  Moveables  for  their 
enlargement.  Agreeing  on  the  manner,  they 
were  now  confidering  the  matter,  what,  & how 
much  fhould  be  left,  when  two  or  three  men  en- 
tred  the  Room,  and  bluntly  asked  for  the  Women, 
naming  them  by  their  feveral  names.  Not  only 
they,  but  the  Matter  of  the  houfe  was  of  opinion, 
that  they  were  come  with  Mony  to  redeem  them ; 
but  their  Errand  prov’d  not  fo  pleafant  to  the 
Vintner : for  thefe  men  declar’d  themfelves  to  be 
Bayliffs,  and  their  bufinefs  was  to  arreft  the  three 
Women  at  feveral  actions,  and  to  that  end  pro- 
duced their  Warrant.  The  Women  were  much 
troubled,  and  began  to  exclaim  that  they  owed 
no  fuch  fums  ; but  the  officers  who  were  not  to 
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be  baffled,  told  them,  they  were  their  Prifoners, 
and  rnuft  along  with  them.  The  Vintner  now 
put  in,  and  demanded  fatisfaCion,  and  would 
have  the  women  leave  fome  pawn  for  the  Reck- 
oning ; but  the  Officers  told  them,  that  they  had 
beft  keep  what  they  had  for  occalion  for  it  upon 
which  they  might  have  account  of  the  Arreft ; 
and  for  the  Reckoning,  the  Vintner  muft  take 
his  courfe  at  Law.  The  Vintner  for  fome  time 
oppofed  the  officers,  and  faid  he  would  be  paid 
firft  and  although  a Conftable  was  fent  for,  yet 
to  no  purpofe,  for  the  Warrant  being  produc’d, 
they  were  permitted  to  march  off  with  their  Pri- 
foners ; and  a Coach  being  call’d  for  they  all 
crowded  into  it,  ordering  the  Coachman  to  drive 
towards  the  Gaol. 

The  Women  ufed  many  arguments  to  the 
Bayliffs,  who  now  having  done  their  bufinefs, 
feemed  only  at  the  requeff  of  the  Women,  to  at- 
tend them  to  a Tavern,  whither  the  Coachman 
had  orders  to  drive,  and  there  they  were  con- 
duced into  a Room,  where  in  Head  of  Bayliffs, 
and  a Prifon,  they  had  the  Company  of  their  day 
Companions,  who  now  kindly  welcom’d  them, 
and  acquainted  them  of  their  frollick,  and  how 
all  this  was  only  defigned  to  cheat  the  Vintner 
of  his  Reckoning,  who  had  formerly  put  tricks 
upon  them.  All  parties  being  now  well  pleafed, 
they  fpent  that  night  in  the  Tavern  together,  and 
my  companion  coming  home  the  next  day,  ac- 
quainted me  with  this  Story. 
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CHAP.  XXXVI. 

In  prof ecution  of  her  Extravagancies , fhe  comes 
acquainted  with  a young  Gentleman , with  whom 
fhe  acts  feveral  frolicks,  occafioned  by  feeing 
Playes  acted. 

THis,  continued  Mrs.  Mary  was  my  begin- 
ning, or  entrance  into  my  publick  profef- 
fion,  and  indeed,  I cannot  well  call  it  publick,  for 
I was  private  and  referved  : not  admitting  any 
more  fervants  but  this  one,  in  one  moneth  ; and 
indeed,  in  the  firft  half  year,  I had  but  three,  but 
they  were  fo  bountiful,  that  I had  wherewithal  to 
fatisfie  my  felf  in  every  thing  : having  in  Jewels, 
and  other  prefents  to  the  value  of  ioo /.  Neither 
had  I any  thing  to  pay  for  diet,  or  lodging,  the 
charge  of  that  being  always  born  by  our  Ma- 
tronay  who  I found  had  gained  above  6ol.  in  mo- 
ny,  for  procuration,  and  affiftance  in  winning  me; 
befides,  a great  deal  more  mony  fpent  at  her 
houfe  in  Collations,  & entertainments  for  me, 
which  were  very  frequent  and  coftly.  The  trade 
for  Maiden-heads  falling,  the  price  being  fo  great, 
I was  now  forced  to  fight  under  another  Banner, 
and  though  I did  not  pafs  for  a maid ; yet  I was 
accounted  in  the  next  degree,  for  I paffed  as  the 
Miftrefs,  or  Lady  of  Pleafure,  of  a Perfon  of  Qua- 
lity, who  kept  me  as  a great  rarity  for  his  own 
dyet;  and  indeed  I did  not  much  deceive  my 
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firft  cuftomers  upon  that  account ; for  whereas  I 
went  under  the  notion  of  belonging  to  one  Per- 
fon,  I did  belong  to  but  three  : and  I was  forced 
to  play  my  game  pretty  cunningly  to  pleafe  them, 
and  not  give  them  fufpition  of  one  another,  for 
they  being  all  introduced  into  my  acquaintance 
by  our  Matrona , or  fome  of  her  Agents,  fhe  did 
help  to  manage  my  affairs  ; and  when  fhe  knew 
I was  to  accompany,  or  lye  with  one  of  my  fweet 
hearts,  fhe  would  tell  the  other,  if  he  or  they  de- 
fired  the  fame,  that  it  could  not  be  for  the  prefent, 
for  either,  I was  waiting  on  my  Uncle,  or  fome 
other  relation,  or  otherwife  employed,  that  I muff 
be  excufed  at  the  prefent : but  againft  fuch  a 
time,  fhe  would  endeavour  to  procure  me  to  ac- 
company them ; and  this  was  her  tale,  or  mine  ; 
when  more  then  one  importuned  me  with  their 
vifits,  and  by  this  means  did  we  both  gain  the 
mony,  and  I,  Rings,  Necklaces,  Watches  and  new 
Gowns,  and  fometimes  fome  Gold  to  fpend,  or 
play  away ; but  in  time  thefe  three  growing  fome- 
what  weary,  or  tyred  both  in  their  bodies  and 
purfes ; but  efpecially  in  the  laft,  they  by  de- 
grees left  me,  feldom  vifiting  me;  and  when  they 
did,  they  would  defire  their  pleafure  on  free  coff, 
although  I could  not  be  fo  ungrateful  as  to  deny 
them,  that  which  coft  me  nothing,  and  which  I 
had  equal  pleafure  in,  yet  I faw,  it  was  time  to 
look  out  for  other  better  cuftomers;  and  there- 
fore as  I told  you,  I paffed  as  the  Miftrefs  of  a 
Perfon  of  Quallity,  and  was  fent  for  to  our  Mado- 
nas  houfe,  whether  I would  pretend,  I had  ftolen 
out,  but  durft  not  flay,  leaft  my  amorous  Mafter 
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fhould  return  and  want  me:  Several  Perfons  I 
enjoyed  at  this  rate,  and  much  ready  mony  was 
coming  to  me;  for  they  with  whom  I had  to  do, 
undemanding  I was  a profeffed  Lady  of  Pleafure, 
knew  well  enough  that  I would  not  be  contented 
to  pleafure  them  without  a reward ; and  therefore 
they  gave  me  money.  But  now  the  cafe  was 
fomwhat  altred,  and  I muft  now  pay  for  my  dy- 
et,  for  our  Mactona,  had,  as  I told  you,  a certain 
cuftom,  or  rule:  which  fhe  walked  by,  which  was 
this:  that  at  the  firft  fhe  paid  for  dyet  and  lodging 
as  long  as  the  Maidenhead  cuftomers  lafted;  for 
all  that  time  fhe  took  the  mony,  and  the  Woman 
the  prefents,  very  little  mony  coming  to  their 
hands ; and  indeed  it  was  not  by  our  rules  thought 
honourable  or  convenient,  that  a price  in  money 
fhould  be  given  on  that  account,  to  the  party 
herfelf ; but  when  they  came  under  the  notion  of 
a Lady  of  Pleafure,  and  Virginity  was  gone,  then 
it  was  accounted  reafonable,  and  indeed  neceffary, 
that  the  Party  her  felf  fhould  receive  mony  for 
her  better  fupport,  and  then  fhe  muft  be  at  the 
coft  of  her  own  dyet ; and  this  was  my  caufe . And 
my  Companion  and  Bedfellow,  who  had  bin  in 
this  condition  for  fome  time,  and  had  patted,  as 
I now  did,  for  a private  Lady  a Merchants  wife, 
and  feveral  other  Titles  and  qualities,  was  now 
grown  fo  common,  and  her  face  was  fo  well 
known  to  all  our  Madoua's  better  fort  of  cufto- 
mers, that  fhe  would  ferve  no  longer  in  that  de- 
gree ; but  muft  go  a ftep  lower  ; and  go  home  to 
our  Madona's  own  houfe,  and  there  ferve  in  com- 
mon, for  all  Gentleman  cuftomers  that  came. 
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Thus  as  I was  removed  one  ftep  lower  then  I was 
To  was  flie,  and  it  was  not  long  ere  I had  a pretty 
young  thing  brought  to  be  my  companion : and 
though  her  Virginity  had  bin  parted  with  above 
a twelve  moneth  before,  (as  (he  confeffed  to  me) 
yet  (lie  was  to  fucceed  me,  in  my  place,  and  a<5t 
the  part  of  a Virgin  as  I had  done. 

I now  began  to  bethink  my  felf  of  what  I had 
bin,  and  what  more  I was  to  be,  and  run  through: 
I found  that  I was  already  at  the  fecond  degree, 
and  that  in  fhort  time,  I muft  follow  my  late  com- 
panion to  the  third,  and  be  enforced  to  go  home 
to  our  Madona  s houfe,  and  there  proftitute  my 
felf  to  every  drunken  fellow  that  brought  mony 
in  his  hand;  to  be  flabbered,  tumbled  and  toffed, 
as  he  pleafed : this  I fay  went  againft  my  ftomack' 
& I was  much  troubled  at  it;  nay,  I faw  that  fome 
who  had  bin  in  as  high  a place  and  degree  as  my 
felf,  were  in  bad  condition  enough ; for  there  was 
one,  who  was  my  late  companions  bedfellow  be- 
fore I came,  and  was  at  that  time  called  into  the 
houfe  to  make  room  for  me,  this  woman  beingvery 
frolick,  and  withal  negligent  of  our  Madond s com- 
mands: which  were  to  Sweat,  Bath,  and  Purge,  and 
ufe  other  remedies,  to  drive  away  all  diftempers; 
flie  I fay  being  negligent,  & wanton,  and  keeping  an 
open  ftable  for  all  Horfes,  gave  entertainment  to  a 
running  Nag, which fo paid  herthatfhewasfoundly 
pepper  d,  not  with  a HorfePox,  but  as  bad,  oraworfe 
difeafe:  which  ftuck  to  her  fo  found  ly,  that  notwith- 
ftandingour  Madond s diligence, fhe  was  fain  to  go 
under  theSurgeons  hands.  Nay,andthofe  that  did 
Itfcape  this,  were  in  time  put  to  bad  offices,  as  to  at- 
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tend  the  reft,  and  when  their  money  was  gone, 
they  ferved  the  Grooms,  and  Skip-kennels  that 
attended  their  Matters  to  our  houfe. 

Thefe  confiderations,  I fay,  made  me  think  of  a 
remedy  to  take  in,time;  and  therefore  I was  refolved 
to  order  my  matters  fo,  as  never  to  come  into  our 
Madona's  houfe  but  provide  for  my  felf  before  it 
fhould  cometothatpoint;  and  therefore  I purpofed 
to  accept  of  the  offers  of  thenextgood  cuftomer  that 
came,  that  would  take  me  fromthecondition  I was 
in,  and  to  provide  for  me;  for  it  was  a ufual  thing, 
that  we  had  many  offers  by  feveral  perfons  to 
take  us  away ; and  keep  and  maintain  us  pri- 
vately. 

I had  now  every  day  more  variety  offervants,  then 
formerly  ; for  now  I had  done  trafficking  for  my 
Maidenhead,  I was  more  free  and  open,  and  to  be 
courted  and  treated  at  a cheaper  rate;  and  now  I 
was  at  my  own  difpofe,  whereas  before  I was  ftill 
watched  by  our  Madona,  or  my  Companion,  who 
had  it  in  charge  from  her,  to  give  an  account  of 
all  my  adtions  ; and  the  fame  charge  had  I given 
me  over  my  new-come  Bedfellow.  All  that  was 
expedted  from  me,  was  always  to  be  ready  at  my 
Lodging,  to  come  when  fent  for  ; but  I had  this 
in  general,  and  fo  had  all  the  reft  of  our  Compa- 
nions, not  to  permit  any  man  to  exceed  kiffing 
and  feeling,  till  3 or  4 Bottles  of  Wine  were  firft 
drank. 

Thefe,  and  many  other  Maxims  we  were  in- 
ftrudled  in,  which  I fhal  omit,  and  only  give  you 
an  account  of  two  or  three  frolicks  I was  a party 


350  The  Englifh  Rogue : Or, 

in,  whilft  I profeffed  this  quality,  and  fo  con- 
clude. 

Among  other  Servants,  or  Sweethearts,  that  I 
had,  who  were  myconftantcuftomers,  I had  one,  a 
young  Country  Gentleman;  whobeingheirofagood 
eftate,  was  brought  up  to  London,  and  placed  in  one 
of  the  Inns  of  Court;  but  inftead  of  ftudying  Law, 
heapplyedhimfelf  toamorefoft  and  effeminate  ftu- 
dy  : the  Art  of  love  and  courtfhip : he  had  read 
Ovid's  Arte  amandi,  at  home  in  the  Country,  and 
could  repeat  many  lines  out  of  it ; and  he  had  read 
fome  other  pieces  of  Poetry ; but  his  fancy  was  not 
drawn  to  the  height,  till  he  had  not  only  read  fome 
Comedies,  but  alfo  feen  them  a£ted ; and  then  he  was 
fotaken  with  them, that  he  fpenthis  time  common- 
ly, every  afternoon,  in  feeing  one  a6ted  : he  being 
a gueft  at  our  houfe  (being  introduced  thither  by 
one  of  our  He6lors)  and  hispockets  beingverywell 
lined  with  crowns,  our  Matrona  thought  me  a fit 
Miftris  for  him  ; and  he  being  a handfome  young 
fellow,  I willingly  accepted  him  for  my  fervant:  he 
being  as  (I  told  you)  well  skilled  in  Ovids  Art  of 
Love,  would  often  make  ufe  of  feveral  of  his  ex- 
prefiions,  to  perfwade  me  to  his  embraces. 

Though  he  needed  not  ufe  thefe  arguments  to 
induce  me  to  permit  him  to  enjoy  me:  yet  I was 
well  enough  pleafed  to  hear  his  Poetry ; and  I 
being  no  Novice  in  the  fchool  of  love,  did  with- 
ftand  him,  knowing  that  the  mind  is  moft  eagerly 
bent  on  that  which  is  forbidden  ; and  therefore, 
like  a torrent,  it  overflows,  and  becomes  more  im- 
petuous by  oppofition  ; and  I had  read  fo  much 
Poetry  as  to  remember,  that, 
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She  that  is  willing  to  love  me  ; 

To  her  unwilling  will  I be 
And, 

Proffer'd pleafu.res  I defy , 

Give  me  her  that  doth  deny. 

He  making  ufe  of  his  Poetry,  made  me  think  of 
mine ; and  therefore  I was  the  more  coy  to  him ; but 
ftill  held  him  in  hand,  and  gave  him  certain  hopes 
of  an  abfolute  injoyment ; This  his  vayneof  Poetry 
was  not  only  pleafant  to  me,  but  profitable ; and  he 
fell  into  one  of  the  fineft  humors  that  I have  heard 
of;  for  I attending  him  to  the  Play-houfes  very  fre- 
quently, we  one  day  faw  a Play  called  Philafler,  or 
Love  lyes  a bleeding:  The  Play  being  done,  we 
went  to  a Tavern,  and  there  he  highly  commend- 
ed the  action,  but  above  all  things  the  womens 
parts  : he  was  very  much  pleafedwith  A rethufa's 
conftancy  and  love  to  Philafler : but  that  which 
tickled  him  moft,  was  Megera's  acceptance  of 
Pharamon'sG, ourtfhip  ; for  though  fhe  wereagreat 
Court-Lady,  yet  fhe  accepted  his  gold  which  he 
prefented  her,  and  was  fo  kind  as  to  attend  his 
pleafure  in  his  lodging.  Now  faid  he  to  me, 
though  I have  tendred  you  my  fervice,  and  am 
willing  to  make  you  a prefent  of  all  I have,  yet 
I cannot  induce  you  be  fo  kind  to  me. 

I now,  hearing  him  at  this  point,  was  refolved 
to  accept  him  & his  prefent,  (for,  though  he  had 
been  fome  days  in  my  company,  yet  he  had  be- 
ftow’d  nothing  confiderable  upon  me)  & there- 
fore I told  him,  that  it  was  true,  the  Lady  Me- 
gera  did  accommodate  Prince  Pharamond : but 
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he  did  firft  prefent  her  with  fomwhat  that  was 
confiderable,  to  induce  her  to  it  ; and  though  I 
had  a very  great  refpedt  for  his  love,  yet  there  was 
fomewhat  more  then  love  to  be  tendred,  as  he 
might  now  very  well  underftand  by  this  late  paf- 
fage. 

My  yonker  (who  I fuppofe  had  never  tafted  wo- 
man, but  with  his  Mothers  Chamber-Maids,  or 
fome  fuch  Creatures,  knew  not  what  belonged  to 
Women  of  my  profeflion)  being  now  awakened,  as 
it  were,  out  of  a dead  deep  ; quickly  drew  5 pieces 
of  Gold  out  of  his  Pocket,  and  made  a prefent  off 
them : Y ou  may  be  fure  I was  not  coy,  nor  cautious 
in  receiving  them  ; but  quickly  put  them  up  ; and, 
for  the  prefent,  thanks  was  all  I returned,  delaying 
him  in  his  defires,  till  we  came  to  our  Madonds 
quarters ; where  we  had  a plentiful  Supper  : And 
I having  now  acquainted  her  how  I had  dealt: 
with  my  Young  man  ; it  was  thought  reafonable 
that  he  fhould  have  a nights  lodging  for  his  Money; 
neither  did  I refufe  it,  but  agreed  to  all  he  asked  I 
me,  and  I fo  well  pleafed  him,  that  I perfwaded 
him  out  of  a Diamond  Ring  worth  5 1.  more. 

I am  the  more  particular  in  my  relation,  of  my 
acquaintance  with  him  : and  the  means  of  our 
clofing,  by  feing  a Play,  becaufe  of  the  advan- 
tages I gained  on  him  afterwards  by  the  fame 
occafion  : for  the  next  day  we  again  going  to  fee 
a Play,  it  happened  that  it  was  the  Siege  of  Rhodes , 
and  then  he  was  as  much  taken  with  Roxolana , as 
he  had  formerly  been  with  Arethufa , and  highly 
commended  that  part : I perceiving  his  fancy, 
told  him,  that  I fuppofed  he  would  be  very  glad  to 
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imbrace  Roxolana  in  his  Arms  ; Yes  faid  he,  that 
I would,  though  it  were  at  the  expence  of  20 1.  well 
faid  I,  give  me  the  money,  and  I will  fo  order  the 
matter,  that  you  fhall  receive  thatfatisfa&ion;  nay 
faid  he,  but  I doubt  you  will  be  offended  thereat; 
no  faid  I,  it  will  be  as  much  to  my  content,  as 
yours.  He  hearing  this,  without  any  difficulty, 
agreed  to  give  me  20/.  which  was  fent  me  that 
evening,  I told  him  the  next  day,  that  in  one 
weeks  time,  he  fhould  receive  the  content  he  ex- 
pected, and  to  heighten  his  expectation,  I re- 
futed to  let  him  lye  with  me  in  the  mean  time. 

In  this  weeks  time  I fo  ordered  the  matter,  that  I 
got  a Taylor,  and  other  perfons  who  were  ufed  to 
make  the  habits  for  the  Players, to  makemeahabit 
in  all  things  like  to  that  of  Roxolana  ; this  being 
done,  I acquainted  my  young  Gentleman,  and  told 
him  that  for  his  better  fatisfaClion,  he  fhould  fee  the 
fo  famed  Princefs  at  our  quarters,  where  he  might 
have  more  freedom,  then  at  any  other  place  ; he  was 
herewith  very  well  contented ; he  habiting  himfelf 
inthericheft  garbs  he  had,  andalargeColation  was 
provided  to  treat  his  expeCted  Miftrefs;  all  things 
being  thus  fitted  on  his  part  ; I put  on  the  provided 
habit:  andinfteadof  his  expeCted  Roxolana, entred 
the  room  where  he  was  ; I was  attended  by  two  or 
three,  who  bore  up  my  train,  and  had  let  my  felf 
out  with,fo  many  Jewels,  both  good  & counterfeit : 
and  was  indeed  in  all  things  fo  like  the  Roxolana  he 
had  feen,  that  he  doubted  not  but  I was  the  very  fame 
andwas  muchfurprizedatthematter;  andalthough 
my  face  was  as  lovely  as  hers,  yet  I had  added 
fomewhat  thereto  to  appear  more  beautiful. 

A A 
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Our  Matrona  feeing  him  fomewhat  amazed, 
went  to  him,  and  rouzing  him  up,  asked  him,  why 
he  did  not  falute  me ; for  faid  fhe,  though  her  habit 
is  not  E?iglijh,  yet  you  fee  fhe  is  of  this  Country, 
and  will  admit  of  the  ordinary  falutes.  He  being 
nowquickned  up,  approached  me,  and  gave  me  the 
ordinary  falutations,  which  I accepted,  and  at  his 
requeft  I fate  down  by  him.  Well,  faid  our  Matro- 
na, hath  not  Mrs.  Mary  performed  her  promife 
with  you.  Yes,  faid  he,  to  admiration:  and  if  before 
I defired  this  Ladies  Company  at  the  firft  view  ; I 
am  now  much  more  pleafed  than  I expe£ted ; and 
as  I have  a very  great  efteem  for  this  Lady,  and 
intend  to  continue  it,  yet  that  fhall  be  no  prejudice 
to  Mrs.  Mary, whofe  great  love  and  kindnefs  to  me 
in  this  particular  a£tion,  I fhall  always  remember, 
and  largely  requite:  Well  Sir,  faid  I,  and  what  love 
you  beftow  on  her  fhall  be  very  acceptable  to  me, 
and  I fhall  indeavour  to  retalliat  the  fame. 

My  young  man  had  not  till  nowheard  me  fpeak, 
and,  though  he  did,  he  could  not  diftinguifh  me 
by  my  voice,  fo  great  a difference  was  there  in 
my  habit,  from  my  ordinary  drefs,  that  he  did  not 
fo  much  as  fufpe£t  it,  but,  hearing  me  fpeak 
with  fo  much  affection  for  Miftris  Mary  ; he  re- 
plyed  ; that  fince  I was  fo  much  a friend  to  her, 
he  was  the  better  fatisfyed  in  what  he  had  de- 
fired ; and,  he  wanted  nothing  to  content  him, 
fo  much,  as  her  prefence.  Well,  faid  our  Matrona, 
if  that  be  all,  you  may  have  that  fatisfa&ion 
quickly:  nay,  and  you  have  it  already  ; for  fhe  is  in 
this  Room : He  hearingher,  looked  earneftlyabout; 
and  though  he  gazed  much  in  my  face,  yet  he 
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could  not  difcover  me;  but  mygreateft  bufinefs be- 
ing now  done,  our  Matrona  could  no  longer  forbear, 
but  fell  into  a very  great  fit  of  laughter,  and  fo  did 
the  reft  of  the  company ; neither  did  this  make  him 
fenfible  of  the  matter,  till  our  Madona,  taking  him 
by  the  hand,  caufed  him  to  take  me  by  mine  ; and 
told  him,  that  if  he  defired  Miftris  Maryes  com- 
pany there,  he  had  it ; for  fhe  was  the  fame  party 
with  that  Lady,  and  had  only  put  on  that  habit 
to  give  him  the  content  and  fatisfaftion  he  defired. 

Although  at  firft  he  could  not  credit  what  fhe 
faid,  yet  looking  again  earneftly  upon  me,  he  dif- 
covered  the  matter  ; and  then  he  faid,  A /i  Madam, 
I did  not  imagine  that  you  could  be  guilty  of  fo 
pleafing  a fallacy ; but  I am  very  well fatisfied 
therein,  and  am  now  more  glad  that  you  have 
found  out  this  way  to  pleafe  me,  than  if  I enjoyed 
the  very  party  her  felf. 

To  this  I anfwered,  That  I hoped  I fhould  as  well 
fatisfie  his  defire  in  enjoying  that  Princefs  whom  I 
reprefented,  as  if  he  had  in  his  Company  the  fame 
perfon  who  adled  that  part  at  the  Theatre  ; for,  faid 
I,  it  is  only  her  habit  that  makes  her  appear  fo  like  a 
Princefs  ; and  I,  being  now  in  the  fame  drcfs,  may 
as  well  pafs  as  fhe  ; and  as  for face,  and  other  parts, 
I fhall  not  give  her  any  preheminence,  neither,  I hope, 
will  you,  if  you  look  on  me  with  an  impartial  eye. 

My  friend  was  very  well  fatisfyed  in  what  I had 
done  and  faid,  and  now  coming  more  near  tome, 
we  fell  to  our  Collation  with  much  freedom.  I 
was  attended  by  feveral  whom  I_had  appointed  to 
that  purpofe,  and  demeaned  my  felf  fo  Majefti- 
cally,  that  as  they  all  told  me,  I might  very  well 
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pafs  for  the  very  perlon  whom  I did  reprefent ; 
and  my  Gentleman  was  fo  extremely  well  pleafed, 
that  I thought  he  would  have  loft  his  eyes  in 
gazing  at  me.  Our  Collation  being  ended,  I and 
my  attendants  danced,  and  fpent  much  time  in 
fuch  kind  of  divertifements  ; but  I faw  that  my 
friend  was  impatient  till  bed  time  came,  that  he 
might  have  me,  his  beloved  Princefs , in  his  arms  : 
we  were  waited  on  with  all  manner  of  ftate,  and 
had  Mufick  attending  us,  not  only  all  the  time 
we  were  up,  but  alfo  when  we  were  in  bed : they 
being  placed  in  the  Chamber  adjoyning  to  our 
lodgings,  where  they  played  for  two  hours  fpace 
after  we  were  retired. 

The  ftrength  of  imagination  was  much,  for  as 
my  bedfellow  imagined  that  he  had  a Princefs  in 
his  arms  fo  I conceited  my  felf  to  be  little  lefs : 
great  was  the  pleafure,  I received  from,  and  gave 
to  my  bedfellow,  for  we  were  both  in  the  flower 
of  our  age,  he  being  about  twenty,  and  I eighteen, 
we  had  both  equal  defires,  and  thought  of  no- 
thing but  pleafure  : we  banifhed  all  other  paflions, 
to  make  way  for  that  of  love  according  to  the 
Poet. 

Fair  Venus  never  goes  to  Bed, 

To  thofe  that  are  with  forrows  fed . 
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Her  Friend  being  forced  from  her  by  his  friends 
Jhe  meeting  with  one  of  her  old  acquaintance,  falls 
again  to  trading,  till  in  the  end,  Jhe  meets  with 
the  Dr  uglier,  who  kept  her  for  his  private  ufe. 

Lthough  I was  well  enough  pleafed  with  my 


nights  lodging,  and  fo  was  my  bedfellow : 
yet,  as  the  longefl  day,  fo  will  the  longeft  night 
have  an  end  ; and  no  pleafure  is  lafting,  neither 
would  ours  continue,  for  the  morning  being  come 
we  were  again  called  up  by  Mufick,  but  being 
glutted  with  that,  we  ordered  them  to  retire, 
and  I firft  arofe  out  of  our  bed  and  going  to  drefs 
me  in  my  ordinary  habit,  my  bedfellow  did  for- 
bid it,  and  intreated  me  to  give  him  the  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  delight,  to  fee  me  again  in  my  Turkifh 
drefs.  He  having  pleafed  me  fo  well,  I was  con- 
tented to  pleafure  him,  in  a requeft  that  was  fo 
indifferent;  and  therefore  dreffed  my  felf  accord- 


He  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  me  in  every  thing, 
that  taking  me  in  his  arms,  I remember  he  fighecl, 
and  I demanding  the  reafon  of  that  paffion,  he 
told  me,  it  was  out  of  the  extremity  of  the  love 
he  bore  me:  and  which  he  defired  above  all 
things  to  continue;  Indeed  I liked  him  fo  well, 
that  I could  have  been  well  enough  contented  to 
have  been  his  wife,  and  have  left  all  the  world 
for  him,  for  he  was  of  fo  eafie  a plyant  nature, 


ingly. 


358  The  Englijh  Rogue  Or, 

that  I could  have  wrought  him  to  any  thing  : 
and  therefore  being  defirous  to  make  ufe  of  that 
opportunity,  I defired  him  not  to  be  melancholy, 
for  all  that  I could  ferve  him  in,  I fhould  readily 
do  : he  finding  me  fo  free  with  him,  told  me  if 
that  I would  wait  the  death  of  his  Mother,  he 
would  make  me  his  wife,  and  in  the  mean  time, 
would  entertain  me,  & provide  for  me  wholly  as 
if  I were  fo:  but  he  durft  not  marry  me  till  his 
Mother  was  dead,  fhe  having  a great  power  over 
his  eftate,  his  Father  who  was  lately  dead,  fo  or- 
dering it ; and  befide,  he  was  not  as  yet  of  Age 
to  demand  it.  I being  defirous  to  clofe  with  him, 
(not  only  out  of  a defire  I had  to  leave  that  courfe 
of  life  I then  led ; but  alfo  out  of  Pure  love  I bore 
him,)  foon  agreed  to  be  wholly  difpofed  by  him, 
& defired  him  therefore  to  be  conftant  in  his  af- 
fe£tion;  and  take  fome  time  to  confider  how  to> 
difpofe  of  me,  and  I fhould  readily  confent  to  it, 
for  he  knew  as  well  as  I,  that  it  would  not  at  all  1 
be  convenient  for  me  to  remain  where  I was. 
This  was  our  difcourfe,  and  then  we  went  from  i 
our  Chamber  into  another  Room,  where  we  were 
expe<5ted  by  our  Matronay  and  fome  others  of  my 
companions:  the  next  day  we  alfo  fpent  in  fro- 
licking and  mirth;  but  the  whole  charge  of  it,, 
was  not  born  by  my  friend,  for  feveral  of  our 
Matrona's  Friends  and  Clients  did  participate 
in  the  coft:  as  well  as  the  mirth,  which  was  very 
high,  and  lafted  all  the  day  and  night;  and  then 
tyred,  though  not  fatisfied  with  fuch  delights  as 
Bacchus  and  Venus  could  afford : we  (having  imi- 
tated the  Emprefs  Meffalina  in  our  debauchery ; 
of  whom  the  Poet  faith. 
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The  Imperial  Strumpet,  with  one  inaid Jlole  out , 
In  her  night  hoods,  and  having cajl  about: 

Her  black  hair,  a red  Perriwigjhegot, 

Into  the Jlewes 

There  many  thirfted for  encounters  tryed 
Departed  tyrd  with  men,  not  Jatisfied. 

This  frolick  being  at  an  end,  I and  my  friend 
began  to  be  ferious,  and  in  fhort  time  after  he  pro- 
vided me  a private  lodging,  and  I making  up  my 
pack  of  cloths,  Jewels  and  Mony  which  I had 
gained,  and  which  was  confiderable,  left  our  Ma- 
dona  and  now  retired  my  felf,  and  refolved  to  be 
very  honeft,  and  abfolutely  conftant  to  my  friend  . 
who  continued  his  love  to  me  in  a very  great 
meafure. 

But  at  length  all  the  moneys  that  he  brought 
to  Town  with  him,  and  all  elfe  that  he  could  get 
or  procure,  was  fpent ; (for  he  had  not  fpared  any 
thing  I defired  to  content  me,)  and  which  was 
worfe,  his  Mother  came  to  Town  to  vifit  him,  and 
upon  examination  he  could  give  little  account, 
how  he  had  fpent  his  time  and  monyes;  where- 
fore it  being  concluded  that  ill  company  was  the 
caufe,  his  Mother  laid  out  very  diligently  to  dif- 
coverwhat  company  he  kept : though  he  abftained 
from  coming  fo  often  to  me,  as  formerly,  Yet,  he 
either  fent,  or  came  to  me  every  day:  that  he 
might  not  be  abfolutly  out  of  favor  with  his  Mo- 
ther, I furnifhed  him  with  what  ready  mony  I 
had,’  and  he  in  requital,  promifed  me  a continu- 
ance of  his  love,  & a retaliation  of  my  kindnefs, 
& which  was  more  then  all,  he  engaged  to  marry 
me  (notwithftanding  all  the  oppofitions  his  mo- 
ther or  friends  could  make,)  if  I would  flay  till 


360  The  Englijh  Rogue : Or, 

he  was  of  age,  and  had  his  eftate  in  his  hands  ; 
I had  this  promife  from  him,  not  only  by  word 
of  mouth,  but  alfo  by  writing  ; but  all  thefe  pro- 
mifes  were  quickly  vacuated  and  void ; for  his  mo- 
ther, by  her  extraordinary  diligence  found  out 
his -haunts,  and  difcovered  his  coming  to  me; 
and  followed  the  tradl  of  my  actions,  and  life ; 
that  the  found  from  whence  I came,  and  who  I 
was ; and  then  foon  concluded,  that  I had  been 
the  chief  occafion  of  his  mifpending  his  time,  and 
moneys  ; and  now  the  muftred  up  all  her  wits,  to 
prevent  his  mine:  which  the  fuppofed  would  be 
inevitable,  if  he  continued  any  longer  a corref- 
pondency  with  me. 

To  this  end  fhe  called  her  Son  before  her,  and 
examined  him  in  the  prefence  of  all  thofe  of  his 
Relations  and  friends  which  were  then  in  Town. 
She  laid  the  bufinefs  fo  plain,  and  home  to  him, 
that  he  could  not  deny  the  matter,  fomewhat  of 
the  manner  he  did  ; for  whereas  die  reported  me. 
an  abfolute  Proftitute,  he  alleged  me  virtuous  and 
modejl,  as  indeed  well  he  might  (for  I had,  ere 
fince  my  firft  acquaintance  with  him,  been  con- 
ftant  to  him)  but  it  being  proved  from  whence  I 
came,  and  how  immodeft  I had  lived,  it  was  fuf- 
ficient  argument  to  make  out  what  I was,  and 
that  I could  not  be  a fit  Wife  for  him  : She  was 
a very  difcreet  Woman,  and  one  who  had  known 
the  World,  and  I fuppofe  was  well  enough  ac- 
quainted with  that  faying  of  the  Poet. 

If  Modejly  and  Women  once  do  fever, 

Farewel  their  name,  farewel  their  fame  for  ever. 

And  therefore  it  being  evident  enough  what  I 
had  been,  fhe  from  thence  concluded  what  I would 
be:  In  fine,  fhe  fo  fcooled  her  fon,  and  ordered  the 
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matter,  that  he  was  contented  to  relinquifh  my 
company;  and  becaufe,  the  would  be  fure  he 
fhould  doe  fo,  fhe  never  left,  till  fhe  had  got  him  in 
the  mind  to  travel : and  fo  putting  him  in  an  equi- 
page befitting  his  quality,  fhe  fent  him  for  France. 

Thus,  when  I thought  my  felf  near  the  greateft 
happinefs  I ever  yet  arrived  to : (which  I earneftly 
hoped,  and  expefiled,  by  being  married  to  this 
young  Gentleman)  was  I ftripped  of  all  joy,  and 
comfort,  in  his  fuddain  and  abfolute  departure 
from  me;  his  Mother,  and  Friends,  were  fo  ftridt 
with  him,  that  they  would  not  permit  him,  to  take 
his  farewel  of  me;  I only  received  a fhort  letter 
from  him,  wherein,  he  complained  of  his  ill  for- 
tune, in  being  thus  forced  from  me:  but  more  es- 
pecially at  the  manner  of  it ; for  he  had  not  the 
opportunity,  nor  power  to  be  civil  to  me,  in  re- 
imbursing me,  with  the  moneys  I had  lately  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  ; for  his  Mother  gave  him  no 
more  ready  moneys,  then  he  fhould  have  prefent 
occafion  for;  promifing  him,  to  fupply  him  with 
more  by  Bills  of  Exchange,  when  he  fhould  ar- 
rive at  the  place  he  was  defigned  for;  and  then 
he  promifed  that  I fhould  hear  further  from  him. 

This  was  the  fubftance  of  his  letter ; and  indeed 
I could  not  well  complain  of  him  ; for  what  mo- 
neys he  had  lately  received  of  me  had  formerly 
been  his  own ; but  I was  now  reduced  to  a very 
bad,  and  low  condition : having  no  ready  money, 
fo  that  I was  forced  to  fell  fome  of  my  Jewels ; 
and  for  a while  fupplyed  my  occafions,  with  the 
moneys  they  yielded  me;  I living  a very  folitary, 
and  retired  life;  and  all  my  pleafure  was  in  read- 
ing Playes,  and  Romances:  in  which  I fpent  much 
time,  and  took  great  delight;  I waited  long  in 
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expe<5lation  of  letters  from  myfrlend,  according  to 
his  promife;  but  whether  he  fent,  and  they  were 
intercepted,  or  how:  or  whether  he  forgot  me,  or 
no,  I know  not;  for  I never  after  that  heard  of  him. 

Being  fomewhat  weary  with  this  folitary  life ; 
and  finding  no  effects,  of  my  friends  promife  to 
fend  to  me;  I began  to  confider,  what  courfe  I 
was  to  take;  I was  very  unwilling  to  vifit  my  old 
Matrona  again ; but  one  day,  walking  out,  I was 
met  by  one  of  my  old  fweethearts : one  of  thofe 
whom  I had  known  in  her  houfe ; but  I faw  by 
his  habit,  and  afterwards  by  the  ftrength  of  his 
Pocket,  that  he  was  but  in  a low  condition,  and 
was  more  ready  to  receive,  than  give;  he  faftned 
on  me  for  old  acquaintance  fake,  I was  forced  to 
drink  with  him ; but  he  ingenioufly  told  me,  that 
HeTtor  was  not  in  Field,  he  had  no  money  in  his 
Pocket ; wherefore  I (though  money  was  not  very 
flufh  with  me,  as  having  had  a long  time  of  va- 
cation:) not  only  paid  our  reckoning:  but  at  his 
intreaty,  doubly  hors’d  him,  by  lending  him,  (or 
I may  rather  fay  giving  him)  two  half  crowns. 

This  put  him  in  ftock  and  heart,  and  he  grate- 
fully acknowledged  my  civility,  telling  me  he 
would  requite  it,  and  talking  of  thoufands  he  was 
to  receive.  He  was  very  earneft  to  know  my 
Lodging,  but  I concealed  that  place  from  him, 
and,  as  I thought,  parted  from  him  warily  enough, 
and  went  many  ways  about  before  I went  home; 
but  he  dog’d  me,  and  feeing  me  hous’d,  waited, 
left  that  might  not  be  the  place  ; but  after  a fuf- 
ficient  ftay  he  was  better  fatisfied ; for  I came  no 
more  out,  and  fo  he  went  to  his  Quarters. 

This  my  old  acquaintance,  as  he  had  formerly 
been  bit,  and  had  others  lived  upon  him,  fo  now 
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he  only  lived  upon  others;  and  though  it  was 
not  above  a twelve  month  fince  he  was  very  gal- 
lant, and  fpent  very  highly  with  me,  yet  he  had 
made  haft  and  confumed  above  3000 1.  he  was 
young  enough,  and  as  wanton  and  defirous  as 
ever  of  my  Company;  but  he  knew  very  well  I 
would  not  confent,  unlefs  there  were  money  in 
the  cafe;  he  being  deftitute  of  that  neceflary 
commodity,  therefore  fought  out  for  one  who  was 
better  fupply’d  with  it;  he  needed  not  to  look 
long,  neither  did  he,  till  he  found  one,  who  was 
now,  as  not  long  fince  he  had  been,  better  ftor’d 
with  mony  than  wit,  and  as  defirous  of  pleafure, 
being  willing  to  purchafe  it  at  any  rate;  him  he 
tells  of  a rare  purchafe,  a Lady  whom  he  had  the 
happinefs,  to  be  acquainted  with,  that  was  rare- 
ly handfome,  of  an  excellent  good  nature,  and  he 
queftioned  not  but  fhe  might  be  flexible.  The 
monyed  Gallant  did  not  ask  many  queftions,  but 
defired  by  all  means  to  fee  this  celebrated  beau- 
ty ; for  he  doubted  not  but  fhe  muft  needs  be 
handfom,  whom  the  other  fo  cried  up  for  beauti- 
ful. My  old  acquaintance  was  as  willing  as  he 
to  attend  him  to  this  Lady,  which  was  my  felf ; 
and  therefore  to  me  they  came,  and  believing 
that  Confidence  was  the  beffc  way  of  fpeaking 
with  me;  he  boldly  asked  to  fee  and  fpeak  with 
me;  pretending  great  buflnefs,  not  fo  much  as 
queflioning  whither  I lived  there  or  no.  The 
people  of  the  houfe  believing  him  one  of  my  in- 
timate acquaintance,  directly  brought  him  and 
his  friend  up  into  my  Chamber. 

I was  fomewhat  furpriz’d  at  the  fight  of  him ; 
but  after  the  firft  falutes  he  took  me  to  one  fide, 
and  privately  told  me  all  his  defign ; and  that 
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this  party  whom  he  had  brought,  was  a very  well- 
money’d  man,  & much  might  be  fqueez’d  out  of 
him.  Although  I was  not  yet  refolved  to  fall  to 
my  old  trade,  yet  now  he  was  come,  I knew  not 
how  to  put  him  off,  wherefore  I indifferently  en- 
tertained, and  I may  very  well  fay  indifferently: 
becaufe,  I was  yet  cold  in  my  defires,  and  had 
very  little  appetite,  however  fome  bottles  of  Wine 
being  fent  for,  we  drank  them  off : and  my  young 
Gentleman  being  warm  in  his  gears,  began  to 
talk  a little  boldly,  but  it  was  to  no  purpofe,  for 
I forbid  all  actions,  and  at  that  time  he  only  pur- 
chafed  a kifs,  but  (that  I may  draw  to  a period 
to  my  difcourfe,)  I did  not  long  continue  fo  cold 
to  him,  for  he  bringing  meat  in  his  mouth,  good 
ftore  of  Gold  in  his  pocket,  which  he  willingly 
and  freely  gave  me,  I permitted  him  to  take  all 
the  pleafure  he  could  receive  by  me. 

Thus  did  I renue  my  old  trade,  and  my  old 
friend,  who  had  brought  this  new  acquaintance, 
finding  fome  benefit  and  profit  in  the  cafe ; for 
he  had  money  of  his  acquaintance,  whom  he  had 
brought,  as  alfo  of  me,  neither  could  I at  conve- 
nient times,  deny  him  the  pleafure  he  had  for- 
merly tafted  with  me;  he,  I fay,  having  both 
pleafure  and  profit,  turned  Broaker  for  me,  and 
brought  me  feveral  Merchants,  who  traffiqued 
with  me  for  pleafure  : which  I commonly  afforded 
them  a good  pennyworth,  though  fometimes  a 
dear  one,  for  I would  not  deal  with  every  ordi- 
nary fellow,  and  therefore  was  paid  the  better, 
by  thofe  who  were  my  cuftomers. 

But  let  me  do  what  I could,  I faved  little 
or  nothing  at  the  months  end,  (years  I will 
not  fay,  becaufe  I was  weary  of  this  trade 
in  fix  months  time:)  for  I now  had  not 
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only  my  felf,  but  this  my  old  acquaintance, 
tance  and  new  Broker  to  provide  for;  For  he  find- 
ing that  moft  of  my  profit,  came  in  by  thofe  he 
brought  me,  would  be  very  bold  in  demanding  a 
fhare  with  me  : and  his  expences  were  fo  high, 
which  he  pretended,  was  only  to  bring  me  of  the 
better  fort  of  cuftomers,  that  I was  now  poorer 
then  ever,  and  he  now  became  fo  impudent,  that 
he  would  not  only  command  my  money,  but  my 
Rings,  and  other  Jewels,  which  he  would  fell  or 
pawn  as  he  lifted  ; and  indeed  it  is  the  fortune,  or 
misfortune,  of  all  thofe  of  our  Quality,  to  be  trou- 
bled with  fome  fuch  fellows,  hangers  on  as  thefe, 
or  elfe  we  fhould  or  might  in  little  time  gain  fuffi- 
cient  eftates;  but  as  I fay  commonly,  what  we  got 
one  way,  thefe  followers  fpend  the  other,  fo  that 
at  length  all  that  we  are  likely  to  purchafe,  if  we 
have  not  a great  care,  is  only  a difeafe,  which  may 
ftick  long  enough  by  us.  I being  fearful  of  this,  for 
my  Friend  or  He£tor,  I may  call  him  both,  was 
now  grown  fo  intemperate,  that  he  kept  all  com- 
panies : and  if  I refufed  him  money,  or  a nights 
lodging,  hewould  go  toanyother  common  woman, 
the  firft  he  met  withal,  and  fo  afterwards  com- 
ming  to  me,  I might  be  fpoiled  ; to  prevent  this, 
I privately  left  my  lodging,  and  hearing  of  two 
of  my  own  fex,  and  quality,  that  were  going  a 
progrefs  into  the  Country,  to  take  a frollick,  I 
made  the  third,  and  had  a man  as  well  as  they 
to  attend  me  ; and  as  I expected,  to  bear  my 
charges  ; but  we  all  reckoned  without  our  hoft,  for 
we  were  bafely  trappand,  by  thofe  who  went  with 
us  and  left  in  pawn  for  a reckoning  that  wascon- 
fiderable;  we  were  in  a ftrange  place,  many  miles 
from  London,  and  much  diftreffed,  but  at  length  a 
refolution  was  taken,  that  one  of  us  fhould  go  to 
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London , and  fetch  money  to  redeem  the  reft,  it  fell 
to  the  lot  of  one  of  my  companions,  who  being  on 
her  Journey,  had  the  good  luck  to  meet  with  hon- 
ed Gregory , our  now  companion,  and  he  very  libe- 
rally relieved  us,  by  fending  mony  to  us,  whereby 
we  had  the  freedom  to  come  to  our  companion, 
and  him,  who  attended  us.  She  being  come  to 
this  part  of  her  Relation,  I told  her,  that  I heard 
it  already  by  Gregory , who  among  other  paffages 
of  his  life,  acquainted  me  with  that. 

Well  thenreplyed  fhe,ifyou  know  that  account, 
I have  little  more  to  acquaint  you  with,  for  not 
long  after  my  arrival  in  London , I fortunately  met 
with  my  honeft  friend  the  Dmgfter,  and  he  liking 
me  for  a Miftrefs,  and  I him  for  afervantor  Maf- 
ter  which  you  pleafe,  agreed  to  obey  his  pleafures, 
he  {providing  for  me,  which  he  hath  hitherto  done 
in  a very  plentiful  manner  : and  I on  the  other 
fide,  have  bin  as  conftant  and  obedient  to  him. 

CHAP.  XXXVIII. 

Miftrefs  Mary  having  finifhed , Miftrefs  Dorothy 
begins  her  ftory , wherein  fhe  relates , that  having 
left  her  friends  in  the  Coimtry,  fhe  comes  to  Lon- 
don, and  entring  to  fervice,  lyes  with  3 feveral 
men,  by  whom  fhe  was  got  with  Child,  and  fo  or- 
ders the  matter,  that  all  3 pay  zvell  for  it. 

I had  given  very  great  attention  to  Mrs.  Maries 
ftory,  and  Mrs.  Dorothy  (who,  with  me,hadbeen 
the  only  Auditor)  told  her,  that  fhe  had  received  a 
greatdealof  fatisfa&ion;  for,  faid  fhe,  though  I have 
formerly  heard  many  of  your  particular  adtions, 
yet  I never  received  a perfect  account  till  now. 
Nay,  faid  Mrs.  Mary , this  account  is  far  from  be- 
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ing  perfe£t,  and  is  only  fuch  paffages  as  I could  at 
prefent  call  to  mind  ; but  indeed  they  are  the  moft 
remarkable,  and  by  them  you  may  guefs  at  the  reft. 

I was  very  well  pleafed  with  what  I had  heard, 
and  being  likewife  defirous  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  adventures  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  requefted  her  to 
relate  them  to  me,  which  fhe  did  as  followeth. 

Old  friend  (faid  fhe  to  me)  you  have  great  oc- 
cafion  to  love  and  refpedl  me,  for  the  great  love 
I have  born  to  you,  and  your  memory ; for  after 
your  departure  from  my  Fathers  houfe,  I was 
very  much  afflidted  for  your  abfence,  and  I did 
believe  that  you  intended  marriage  to  me,  as 
you  protefted  ; and  though  my  Father  and  Mo- 
ther had  often  doubted  of  the  reallity  of  your 
intentions,  efpecially,  after  you  had  fo  unworthi- 
ly left  me,  yet  I ftill  perfwaded  them  that  you 
would  return.  You  know  well  enough,  that  my 
Father  was  not  ignorant  of  our  privacy,  he  hav- 
ing furprized  us  in  the  manner,  and  you  then  pro- 
mifed  to  make  me  amends  by  marriage  ; but  all 
the  fatisfadlion  I received  was  a Copy  of  Verfes, 
and  20  pieces  of  Gold:  In  the  one  you  expreffed 
your  Wit,  in  the  other  your  Generofity,  for  I very 
well  knew  that  you  might  have  omitted  both, 
and  not  have  fent  either ; but  I fuppofe,  you  were 
more  skilful  than  I,  and  knew  that  I was  with 
Child  by  you,  and  therefore  fent  that  mony  to 
defray  the  charge  I fhould  be  at  on  that  occa- 
fion.  This  piece  of  civility  of  yours  did  put  me 
into  good  hopes,  that  you  would  return  ; and  I 
accordingly  perfwaded  my  bather,  and  Mother; 
but  time  convinced  me  of  my  error : and  alfo 
made  it  more  apparent  that  I had  been  fporting 
with  you ; for  my  Belly  fwelled  fo,  that  my  Mo- 
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ther  foon  refolved  me  that  I was  with  Child  by 
you. 

I was  very  melancholly  upon  this  occafion,  but 
my  Mother  indeavoured  to  comfort  me  (for  I 
being  her  only  Child)  the  had  a great  deal  of 
love  for  me  ; and  knowing  what  was  pafs’d  could 
not  be  helped,  fhe  took  order  to  conceal  and 
keep  the  knowledge  of  my  misfortune  from  being 
publiquely  known  and  difcourfed  of ; Wherefore 
I,  at  her  defire  and  dire6tions,  kept  within  doors, 
pretending  a ficknefs,  which  indeed  was  not 
wholly  counterfeit,  in  regard  I much  grieved  for 
your  ab fence.  In  this  condition  I fpent  my 

time,  till  the  time  of  my  deliverance  from  Child- 
bearing came,  and  then  I was  brought  to  bed  of 
a Boy,  which  was  no  fooner  born,  but  it  was  ta- 
ken and  carried  from  me,  to  a Town  three  miles 
off,  to  be  nurfed  by  a woman,  whom  my  Mother 
had  for  that  purpofe  provided  ; and  this  was 
done  to  conceal  the  fliame  that  I fhould  or  might 
fuftain,  if  it  were  known  that  I had  a Child,  with- 
out knowing  who,  or  at  leaft,  where  was  the 
Father. 

So  foon  as  a Month  was  expired,  I went  to 
fee  the  Child,  the  fight  of  which  put  me  too 
much  in  mind  of  the  Father ; and  I was  then 
again  fenfibly  affli6led,  at  his  abfence ; me- 
thoughts  in  that  infancy  there  was  fo  much  re- 
femblance  of  my  beloved  deceiver,  that  I kifs’d 
the  Infant  not  only  for  its  own,  but  for  the  Fa- 
thers fake.  I then  returned  home  agen,  and  now 
after  fo  long  a time  of  retirement,  I began  to  re- 
cover, not  only  my  ftrength,  but  fome  additions 
to  my  beauty  ; fo  that  I having  had  2 or  3 Sui- 
tors, when  a Maid,  who  had  forborn  vifiting  me 
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by  occafion  of  my  ilnefs,  they  now  agen  renew 
their  fuits  ; but  if  I had  fome  diflike  for  them  be- 
fore, now  I could  not  endure  them  in  my  com- 
pany, they  were  fuch  abfolute  Hobbinolls. 
Though  I was  not  fatisfied  in  their  frequent  vi- 
fits,  yet  my  Father  and  Mother  prefs’d  me,  not 
only  to  accept  them,  but  alfo  their  fuit,  and  make 
choice  of  one  of  them  for  a husband,  alleging, 
that  you  would  never  return ; and  it  would  be 
not  only  fafe  but  neceffary,  in  time  to  beftow  my 
felf.  This  difcourfe  did  much  difturb  me,  and  I 
was  fo  often  troubled  with  my  fuiters,  and  dif- 
turbed  and  vexed  by  my  Father  and  Mothers 
importunity,  that  I refolved  to  quit  both,  by 
leaving  them,  and  therefore  purpofed  to  go  to 
London , that  I might  not  be  troubled  with  the 
importunity  of  my  Father  and  Mother  ; nor  the 
troublefome  vifits  of  my  fweethearts. 

In  perfuance  of  this  refolve,  I fitted  my  felf 
with  all  neceffaries  ; and  that  I might  not  wholly 
diftrafl  my  Parents  by  my  thus  leaving  them,  I 
writ  a Letter  of  excufe,  & left  it  for  them  ; & fo 
walking  to  the  next  great  Town,  attending  the 
coming  by  of  the  Paffage  Coach,  and  in  that  got 
me  a place  to  ride  to  London. 

I continued  for  fome  time  in  the  Inne  where 
the  Coachman  fet  me  down,  and  the  reft  of  his 
Paffengers ; but  knowing  it  would  be  impoffi- 
ble  for  me  to  continue  long  there,  I gained  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Maid  of  the  houfe,  and  told 
my  tale  to  her  as  well  as  I thought  convenient. 
She  underftanding  that  I was  willing  to  ferve, 
and  wanted  a place;  and  I acquainting  her  with 
my  abilities,  as  that  I could  few,  wafh,  and  ftarch, 
and  do  moft  neceffary  things  required  of  a fer- 
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vant,  She  foon  procured  me  a Place  in  a houfe 
that  entertained  many  Lodgers.  I fpent  a quar- 
ter of  a years  time  very  privately  and  honeftly 
in  this  fervice ; but  then  our  houfe  being  full  of 
Lodgers,  one  of  them  caft  a wanton  eye  on  me, 
and  being  well  pleafed  with  my  face,  began  to 
court  me  very  familiarly ; although  at  firft  I op- 
pofed  him,  and  gave  him  nothing  but  flights  and 
denials,  yet  he  lo  managed  his  bufinefs  by  Pre- 
fents  which  he  gave  me,  and  making  ufe  of  all 
other  opportunities  that  he  gained  his  will  of 
me,  and  I again  entred  the  Lifts  in  a loving 
Combate.  He  took  many  opportunities  for  en- 
joyment, not  only  in  the  day  time,  but  fome- 
times  we  fpent  whole  nights  in  our  amorous 
fports  ; and  though  my  Mr.  and  Mrs.  did  not 
difcover  any  thing  of  the  matter,  yet  another 
Gentleman,  who  was  alfo  a Lodger,  and  lay  in 
the  next  Chamber  to  my  friends,  watching  me, 
found  out  my  haunt ; and  therefore  he  (being 
as  amorous  as  the  other)  was  defirous  of  fport, 
became  a Suiter  to  me  upon  the  fame  account. 
I abfolutely  denied  him,  for  I thought  it  was 
enough  to  have  to  do  with  one  man,  and  was 
refolved  to  venture  my  felf  no  further;  but  he 
taking  the  opportunity  of  the  others  abfence, 
firft  treated  me  with  Wine,  then  prefented  me 
with  a Ring ; but  all  this  would  not  do,  till  he 
in  plain  terms  told  me,  that  he  knew  very  well 
I was  not  fo  hard-hearted  to  every  one ; for 
were  Mr.  fuch  a one,  naming  my  friend,  there, 
I would  not  deny  him  the  curtefie:  I at  firft 
made  ftrange  of  this  ftory,  and  deny’d  it,  but 
he  falling  into  plain  terms  with  me,  and  telling 
me  that  he  had  watched  me  fuch  a night,  when 
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I lay  with  him,  I could  not  then  deny  it,  neither 
did  I long  deny  or  refufe  him  what  he  defired  ; 
fo  that  he  likewife  took  his  pleafure  with  me ; 
and  having  obtained  his  defire  at  that  time,  he 
made  bold  with  me  fo  often  as  he  lifted,  when 
the  other  was  out  of  the  way. 

I had  now  two  Bedfellows,  fo  that  I could  fel- 
dom  lie  alone,  one  of  them  would  ftill  befpeak 
me  ; but  the  firft  of  them  did  not  know  of  the 
2d.  though  he  knew  very  well  of  the  other : 
Though  I had  fport  enough  with  thele  two,  yet 
it  was  not  long  ere  a third  man  likewife  put  in 
for  a (hare  with  them,  and  that  was  my  Matters 
brother;  he  was  a very  pretty  young  man,  and 
one  whom  I could  well  enough  love  for  a Hus- 
band ; but  he  looked  a little  higher  than  to  mar- 
ry a Servant-maid:  but  as  a Miftrefs  he  courted 
me.  Many  attempts  he  made  in  vain  ; but  time 
that  bringeth  every  thing  to  pafs,  made  me  flex- 
ible, and  I likewife  gave  him  poffefflon  of  the 
thing  he  defired  : he  took  much  pleafure  in  my 
company,  and  very  refpe<5lful  to  me,  often  pre- 
fenting  me  with  Linnen  and  Laces,  and  fome- 
times  a Crown  or  an  Angel  came  from  his  Poc- 
ket, as  well  as  from  the  other  two,  who  well  fed 
me  with  mony,  which  I ftill  pocketed  up  : but  as 
I got  mony,  fo  again  I got  fomewhat  elfe,  a great 
Belly,  and  which  was  the  worft  of  my  three 
friends,  I knew  not  which  was  the  Father;  but 
if  I am  not  miftaken,  I believe  it  was  my  Mat- 
ters Brother. 

But  I was  refolved  the  other  two  fhould  help 
to  Father  it,  or  elfe  pay  for  it ; and  therefore  I 
foon  told  them  all  three,  as  they  had  occaflon  to 
deal  with  me,  in  what  condition  I was.  My  firft 
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and  oldeft  friend  was  moft  troubled  at  it,  being 
as  he  thought  the  moft  concerned,  becaufe  he 
knew  not  of  any  elfe  that  had  to  do  with  me  ; 
he  was  fomewhat  ftartled  at  it,  left,  as  he  faid, 
his  wife  fhould  come  to  know  it ; for,  he  was  a 
married  man:  and  although  his  wife  fometimes 
came  to  Town,  and  would  lie  with  him  ; yet  he 
would  fometimes  before  he  went  to  bed  to  her, 
take  his  opportunity  to  have  his  pleafure  with 
me;  He,  I fay  was  troubled  at  the  news:  but 
that  did  not  hinder  us,  in  our  purpofed  nights 
lodging,  only  in  the  intervals  we  confidered  what 
courfe  to  take  ; at  length  it  was  refolved,  that  he 
would  provide  for  me,  the  time  of  my  lying  Inn, 
and  afterwards  for  the  child ; and  in  earned:  of 
the  charge,  he  foon  gave  me  20/.  to  provide  me 
with  neceffaryes.  I having  now  done  with  my 
firft  cuftomer,  was  refolved  to  get  fomething  out 
of  my  2d : but  he  ftill  gave  me  the  hearing,  pre- 
fuming on  his  knowledge  of  my  having  to  do 
with  the  firft;  yet,  he  would  not  on  this  occa- 
fion,  advance  any  thing,  intending  to  fhirk  off, 
becaufe  no  body  knew  what  trade  we  did  drive 
together. 

I perceiving  his  intention ; was  refolved  to  be 
even  with  him,  and  it  may  be  out-wit  him;  and 
that  he  might  not  diftruft  me,  I feemcd  no  ways 
diffatisfied,  but  gave  him  as  much  freedom  with 
me,  as  ever ; but  to  carry  on  my  defign,  I thought 
good  to  break  the  bufinefs  to'  my  Matters  Bro- 
ther; wherefore,  I likewife  acquainted  him  with 
my  condition,  and  told  him  in  plain  terms, 
that  I was  with  child  by  him  ; He  could  not  de- 
ny the  fa6t,  nor  make  any  excufe ; not  knowing 
of  my  dealings  with  the  other  two  ; But  he  was 
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likewife  very  much  furprized  ; But  I doubting,  he 
might  put  me  off;  I took  the  opportunity  of  tel- 
ling him  this  news,  when  we  were  in  bed  toge- 
ther, knowing  there  I fliould  have  time,  and  con- 
veniency  to  difcourfe  it. 

He  knew  not  what  to  fay,  and  indeed  was  very 
cold  with  me;  and  I was  forced  to  help  him  out, 
for  he  was  then  a Suiter  to  a young  Gentlewoman, 
and  was  fearful  that  this  bufinefs  would  hinder  his 
fortunes;  and  though  he  loved  me  well  enough, yet 
hewas  unwillingtomarryme:  for  that  wouldprove 
fo  difadvantagious  to  him:  he  fuppofing  that  no- 
thing but  marriage  would  content  me,  was  much 
troubled, andcouldnottellwhatanfwer  to  give  me: 
wherefore  I was  forced  to  break  fdence,and  told  him, 
that  as  I loved  him,  fo  I would  fhew  him  fufficient 
proofs  of  it ; for  I would  not  that  my  love  fliould 
ruine  him,  as  I knew  it  would,  if  the  world  fliould 
know  what  had  paffed  between  us ; and  though 
nothing  could  fatisfie  me  but  marriage;  yet  I 
could  be  content  to  wave  that,  and  propofe  fome- 
vvhat  elfe  of  fatisfaflion ; nay  then,  faid  he,  if  you 
will  be  fo  kind  to  me,  propofe  your  own  terms, 
and  take  them;  I hearing  him  thus  generous,  it 
was  not  long  ere  we  concluded  upon  terms  ; 
which  were  thefe,  that  he  would  give  me  20/. 
down  to  bear  my  charges  in  the  time  of  my  Ly- 
ing-in, and  if  the  child  lived,  he  would  give  50/. 
more  to  any  perfon  whom  I would  appoint  to 
take  the  child,  and  provide  for  it ; thefe  terms 
I was  well  enough  fatisfied  with,  only  I confi- 
dering  that  he  would  hear  of  my  lying  with  the 
other,  becaufe  I intended  to  difcover  that  to  him, 
and  have  his  affiftance  therein,  and  then  I 
doubted  he  would  fufpefl  me,  and  it  may  be  re- 
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fufe  to  pay  the  50/.  when  due ; therefore  I was 
refplved  to  have  him  feal  a Bond  to  me,  for  pay- 
ment of  it:  and  I urged  him  to  do  it  out  of  this 
confideration,  that  he  was  to  be  married:  and 
though  he  now  loved  me  well-enough,  yet  when 
he  had  a Wife,  he  would  happily  flight  and  for- 
get me,  and  fo  refufe  or  negledl  to  pay  it.  He 
was  content  to  hear  my  arguments:  and  though 
alwayes  protefting  a continuance  of  his  love  to 
me,  notwithftanding  all  the  Wives  in  the  World  ; 
yet  he  confented  to  give  me  Bond  according  to 
my  defire. 

Thus  every  thing  being  agreed  on,  we  again 
renewed  our  pleafures,  and  fpent  that  night,  as 
we  had  done  many  before.  But  morning  being 
come,  I arofe,  and  fo  managed  my  affairs,  that  I 
that  day  had  a Bond  Sealed  to  me  for  payment 
of  50/.  to  be  paid  in  6 months;  I alfo  within  few 
dayes  received  of  him  the  20/.  he  had  promifed  me. 

Thus  did  I order  my  matters  with  my  firft  and 
laft  Cuflomers,  and  I gave  them  their  wonted  fa- 
tisfa6lion  of  Lying  with  me  fo  often  as  they 
pleafed  ; and  fo  I did  to  the  other  my  middle 
Cuftomer;  but  do  what  I could,  I could  not 
bring  him  to  any  confiderable  Compofition;  and 
though  he  were  the  beft  able,  yet  he  offered  me 
the  leaft,  and  intended  to  come  off  with  a trifle  ; 
however  I gave  him  his  wonted  freedom  with 
me,  but  purpofed  ere  long  to  be  even  with  him, 
as  I was. 

For  one  night  being  in  bed  with  my  Matters 
Brother;  I having  very  well  pleafed  him,  he 
talked  of  his  little  Hans  in  K elder,  the  Boy  in 
my  belly,  wifhing  very  well  to  it,  not  in  the  leaft 
doubting  but  it  was  of  his  own  begetting,  and 
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ufing  many  words  to  that  purpofe:  well  Sir,  faid 
I,  it  is  very  true,  it  is  yours,  but  if  I would  have 
been  as  free  with  others,  as  I have  been  with  you, 
it  might  have  had  more,  if  not  another  Father ; and 
thereupon  I proceeded,  and  told  him  how  that  I 
had  been  often  importuned  by  Mr.  fuch  a one, 
his  Brothers  Lodger,  and  my  2d.  Bedfellow. 
Well  replyed  he,  I am  the  more  beholding  to 
you,  that  you  have  accepted  of  me  rather  than 
him;  but  though  I am  not  at  all  dis-fatisfied  in 
what  I have  done,  I wifh  he  had  been  the  Father, 
for  your  fake  as  well  as  mine,  for  you  may  com- 
pel him  to  marriage,  or  elfe  get  a confiderable 
fum  of  money  from  him.  As  for  marriage,  faid 
I,  I doubt  I fhould  hardly  draw  him  to  it,  but 
fome  monies  I might  get  of  him,  and  would  yet, 
if  you  will  but  confent  to  it,  and  affift  me  there- 
in. To  this  he  anfwered,  that  in  any  thing  I 
fhould  defire,  he  would  not  be  wanting,  and 
therefore  he  bid  me  propound  the  way,  and  he 
would  not  fail  in  his  affiftance : I then  told  him, 
that  I knew  but  one  way  to  do  it,  and  in  that  I 
rauft  play  the  difloyal  wag  with  him,  to  do  that 
which  I had  no  mind  : for  that  matter,  faid  he, 
you  fhall  have  my  confent,  and  I think  I guefs  at 
your  meaning,  which  is,  that  you  muft  agree  to 
let  him  ly  with  you  ; wherefore  fince  it  will  be 
fo  advantagious  to  you,  let  him  do  it ; for  I am 
fure  he  can  do  me  no  great  wrong,  for  notwith- 
ftanding  what  he  can  do,  the  Child  will  be  all 
mine,  of  my  own  getting. 

He  being  fo  free  to  it,  and  agreeing  to  all 
things  according  to  my  defire,  we  refolved  that 
I fhould  permit  my  fecond  Sweetheart  to  ly  with 
me;  but  I fhould  fo  order  the  matter,  that' he 
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fhould  take  us  in  the  manner,  and  then  we  would 
agree  to  a£t  the  reft  very  well.  I now  having 
laid  my  plot  very  well,  and  orderly,  I appointed 
my  time  when  I would  ly  with  him  and  agreed 
to  leave  the  Chamber  door  open,  that  he,  rifing 
early  the  next  morning,  might  (pretending  fome 
bufinefs)  enter  the  Chamber,  and  find  us  in  Bed 
together.  Our  plot  being  thus  laid,  and  my  2 d. 
Sweetheart  defiring  it,  I promifed  to  come  to 
bed  to  him  about  midnight,  which  I did  ; but 
my  Matters  brother  knowing  of  my  defign,  was 
refolved  to  have  the  firft  carving  of  me,  and  that 
he  fhould  only  have  a butter’d  Bun  ; and  there- 
fore caufed  me  to  ly  with  him  all  the  former 
part  of  the  night;  but  midnight  being  paft,  he 
permitted  me  to  proceed  in  my  adventure.  I was 
expected  by  my  Bedfellow,  and  accordingly  en- 
tertained ; but  I minding  the  defign  I was  about, 
awaked  early  in  the  morning,  and  fo  ordered  the 
matter,  that  my  Bedfellow  likewife  threw  off  his 
drowfinefs  to  encounter  with  me  in  our  noftur- 
nal  paftime,  which  when  he  had  done,  I began 
to  difcourfe  him,  reafoning  the  caufe  with  him, 
and  defiring  him  to  refolve  me  what  he  would 
do  for  me  in  that  condition  I was,  and  what  pro- 
vifion  he  would  make  for  me.  He  gave  me  in- 
different anfwers,  and  I grew  paffionate  with 
him,  and  on  a fudden  the  Chamber  door  opened, 
and  my  Matters  Brother  entred  the  room.  I 
I feeing  this,  left  off  fpeaking,  and  crouded  my 
felf  clofe  down  into  the  bed,  as  if  pretending  to 
hide  my  felf ; but  he  coming  boldly  on,  bid  my 
Bedfellow  Good  morrow,  and  asking  him  a quef- 
tion,  came  nearer  the  Bed  fide,  and  drawing  the 
Curtains,  faid,  what  have  you  a Bedfellow?  No 
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faid  he,  not  I ; furely  faid  the  other  you  have, 
for  I am  miftaken  if  I did  not  hear  fome  other 
tongue  than  yours  ; the  other  deny’d  it,  but  he 
knowing  well  enough  what  he  had  to  do,  foon 
found  out  where  my  Petticoats  lay : How , faid 
he,  furely  you  have  a Bedfellow,  and  that  a fe- 
male one;  the  other  being  thus  furprized,  knew 
not  what  to  fay  : Wherefore  my  Mr.  Brother  pro- 
ceeding, faid,  furely  I fhould  know  thcfe  Coats , 
for,  if  I am  not  miftaken,  they  are  our  Maid 
Dorothys.  I finding  my  felf  difcovered,  now  ap- 
peared, and  in  the  firft  place  beg’d  his  pardon, 
and  that  he  would  not  acquaint  my  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
with  it.  He  feeming  very  angry  foundly  rated 
me  and  my  Bedfellow,  and  faid  he,  this  is  not  the 
firfi  time  that  you  two  have  lain  together , for  I 
have  long  fuf peeled  you , and  have  watched  you. 
Truly  Sir,  faid  I,  it  is  true  this  Gentleman  hath 
long  known  me,  but  I pray  you  make  no  more  words 
of  it  at  prefent,  and  for  modeflies  fake  leave  the 
Chamber,  and  I will  anon  fatisfie  you  further  in 
every  particular.  My  Bedfellow  likewife  requeu- 
ing the  fame,  he  very  civilly  left  us,  Ihutting  the 
Chamber  door  after  him.  My  Bedfellow  was 
much  furprized  at  this  fudden  accident,  and  I 
feemed  to  be  fo  ; and  quickly  getting  my  cloaths, 
arofe  and  left  him,  retiring  into  my  own  Cham- 
ber, leaving  him  to  confider  it. 

I having  now  done  my  bufinefs,  by  having  a 
witnefs  of  my  lying  with  him,  was  bold  with 
him,  to  know  what  I fhould  do  in  the  cafe  ; for 
faid  I,  my  M afters  Brother  will  certainly  acquaint 
my  Mr.  and  Mrs.  with  our  all  ions,  and  then  I 
muft  leave  the  houfe,  and  whither  to  go,  I know 
not,  nor  who  will  entertain  me.  He  argued  that 
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the  other,  my  firft  Sweetheart,  muft  provide  for 
me  ; to  this  I told  him,  that  I believed  that  hi  j 
would  do  fomewhat  for  me,  bid  he  had  a W ifc  , 
and  coidd  not  do  what  he  lifted , whereas  he  on  tlu 
contrary  zuas  a [ingle  man , and  rich  enough;  and: 
he  ftill  endeavouring  to  put  me  off,  and  lay  al 
upon  the  firft ; I in  plain  terms  told  him,  that  iy I 
he  continued  to  fay  fo,  I would  wholly  deny  my 
dealings  with  the  other,  and  though  he  fhoulal 
avouch  it,  yet  he  would  not  be  believed,  he  beings 
himfelf  a party  guilty,  as  could  be  proved  by  my 
Maflers  Brother;  and  therefore  it  would  be  judgeat 
by  all,  that  he,  and  he  alone,  was  the  Father  oyr 
the  Child,  and  woidd  be  forced  to  marry  me,  or  at ; 
Icajl  provide  for  me  and  the  Child.  I having  told; 
him  my  refolution,  left  him  to  confider  of  it,  and; 
then  my  Mafters  Brother  came  to  him,  and  he. 
and  I together  fo  ordered  the  matter,  that  he: 
gave  me  20/.  down,  and  gave  me  bond  to  pay 
50/.  more  at  the  Birth  of  the  Child.  This,  faied 
Mrs.  Dorothy,  was  the  firft  of  my  adventures. 

And  this  fall  be  the  la  ft,  I ftiall  relate  to  you 
in  this  part,  referring  the  profecution  of  hers,  arm 
others  adventures,  to  a third  part. 
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